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City Council Document No. 1.—Report on another Hospital for persons af- 
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fected with the Small-pox and 
other contagious diseases, with 
letters from the Consulting Phy- 
sicians in relation thereto. 
removal of the Jail from Leverett 
Street to Bellevue, and of the dis- 
position of the land and buildings 
now improved as the Jail. 
petition William Lawrence and 
others that the City would provide 
some substitute for the smaller de- 
nominations of Coin, with the opin- 
ions of the City Solicitor, and oth- 
er council in relation thereto. 
introduction of Water into the 
City, with the order relative to the 
appointment of Commissioners. 
remonstrance of 8S. G. Shipley 
and others, against John Boles, 
Jason D. Battles, and Asa B. 
Snow, returned as members to the 
Common Council from ward three, 
together with two opinions of the 
City Solicitor, relative to elec- 
tions. 

memorial of John Tappan and 
others, respecting Vagrant Child- 
ren, 

establishing intermediate Schools 
for vagrant and idle Boys over 
seven years old. 
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‘the Annual Appropriations, with 


the accompanying documents. 
Mayor’s communication relating 
to his interview with the Over- 
seers of the Poor, specifying the 
amount of funds held by them 
and in what securities invested, 
and how the interest accruing 
from the same is appropriated. 
disposition of Court House on 
Court Square, and expediency of 
additional accommodations for the 
officers of the City Government. 
Fourteenth Annual of Directors 
of the House of Industry. 
providing funds for meeting ex- 
penditures to be incurred by the 
introduction of Water, and for the 
liquidation of the City Debt, and 
amount of available City Prop- 
erty; &c. with statements of Au- 
ditor and Treasurer. 

Sewers and Drains and on assess- 
ing and collecting debts due the 
City on account of the same, 


' Rules and Regulations for the 
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Government of the House of In- 
dustry. > 
Origin and Circumstances of the 
Disturbance of the Public Peace 
on Sunday the 11th of June, 
1837. 

new School House for the accom- 
modation of the northern wards. 
Receipts and Expenditures of the 
House of Reformation. 

Message of the Mayor in relation 
to the Police of the City. 

account of Inspectors of Alien 
Passengers. 

memorial of Charles F. Barnard 
and others, upon the subject of 
Vagrant and Exposed Children. 
Ordinance for preventing and ex- 
tinguishing Fires and establishing 
a Fire Department. 
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Com. Council Document No. 19.—Report on memorial of the Boston Academy 
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of Music, and on petitions signed 
by sundry citizens, praying that 
Music may be introduced into the 
Public Schools of the City. 
removing the High School to the 
Adams School House, dispensing 
with the Adams School, and of 
making alterations in the Schools. 
revising City Charter and pre- 
paring a new draft thereof, for 
the action of the inhabitants upon 
the same. 

Semi-Annual of the condition of 
the Primary Schools in the City 
of Boston. 

of Inspectors of Prisons for the 
County of Suffolk, as to the Gaol, 
Houses of Correction, Reforma- 
tion, and Industry. 

Daniel Treadwell, James F. Bald- 
win, and Nathan Hale, Commis- 
sioners on devising a plan for sup- 
plying the City of Boston with 
pure water. 


_ Annual of Receipts and Expend- 


itures of the City of Boston. 
Oration, by Jonathan Chapman, 
on Anniversary of American In- 
dependence. 
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City Council, No. Dessseeseee 837. 
CITY OF BOSsSTon. 


<< 


BOSTON 


City Council, February 20, 1837. 


The Joimt Committee to whom was recommitted a 
Report by them made, and sundry Resolutions, and 
Orders therewith offered, on the subject of another 
Hospital for persons affected with the small-pox 
and other contagious diseases; and who were in- 
structed “to confer with the Consulting Physicians 
of the City, and ascertain, if, in their opinion, it is 
necessary to incur the expense of obtaining a tem- 
porary place of reception for those persons who are 
unfortunately afflicted with small-pox, or other con- 
tagious sickness, during the winter; and to consult 
them in relation to the location of such place of 
receptjon,” haye-attended to the subject commit- 
ted to them, and direct me to offer the following 


REPORT: 


In compliance with the foregoing order, the Com- 
mittee have conferred with the Consulting Physi- 
cians, and have ascertained their opinion in relation to 
the subject of it. On communicating with them, they 
were found to be well acquainted with the present 

Hospital at Rainsford Island, and with all the advan- 
tages and evils attending the transportation of the 
sick to it and after due consideration of the subject 
they gave an opinion in writing which the Committee 
hereto annex and ask leave to make a part of their 
Report.(A) 

It will appear on examining this document that the 
Consulting Physicians agree entirely with the Com- 
mittee, in the sentiments, expressed, in their former 

_ Report, as to the difficulties attending the present 
Hospital at certain seasons, and the necessity of pro- 
viding another, and, in the opinion of the Committee, 
the reasons assigned by the Physicians, are entirely 
satisfactory. 

Their views and reasoning, however, seemed to be 
predicated on the supposition that the present system 
of laws for the removal and supervision of small-pox — 
patients, was considered by the City Council to be 
judicious and proper, and necessary for the health and 
safety of the inhabitants, and therefore that it ought 
to be continued. And the Committee thought it to be 
within the scope of the powers and duties assigned 
them, to ask the attention of the Physicians to the 
whole subject of the present system and to request 
their opinion of its policy and propriety. An answer 
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received, to a communication of the Committee, on 
the subject, is also hereto annexed, and the Commit- : 
tee ask leave to make it part of their Report.(B) 

The result of the deliberation of the Consulting 
Physicians, expressed unanimously, is, that the present 
system for the removal and seclusion of persons sick 
with the small-pox is not required for the health and 
safety of the community—'That its operation is fre- 
quently cruel—that by it unnecessary alarm and con- 
fusion are frequently occasioned—and that it is at- 
tended with great and useless expense. ‘They there- 
fore recommend that, the practice of removing from 
the City, persons affected with small-pox, should be 
discontinued after the first day of March next. 

The Committee fully concur in the opinions ex- 
pressed in the Communication of the Physicians and 
they think that any advice, on this subject, coming 
from those who from their profession are so well ac- 
quainted with it, ought at once to meet with defer- 
ence and acquiescence. 

In addition however to the reasons assigned by 
them; the Committee would remind the City Coun- 
cil that the Statute of the Commonwealth under 
which the present system was originally established, 
and has been continued to the present time, was passed 
in 1792, many years before vaccination was known or 
adopted in this country as a preventive of the small- 
pox. The law therefore possibly may have been ne- 
cessary and proper at that time to prevent the spread- 
ing of a most loathsome contagious disease, in a com- 
munity where almost every individual was liable to be 
infected ; notwithstanding the apparent harshness and 
severity of some of its provisions. But now, when a 
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sure preventive of this disease has been discovered ; 
and has been adopted by a vast majority of the mhab- 
itants, when all reasonable fear of its ever prevailing 
as an epidemic is done away, and when its yearly 
ravages have for along time indeed, ever since the _ 
introduction of vaccination, been by far, less than 
those of other contagious diseases, which are every 
day occurring and against which the law takes no 
precaution,—a system which was fit for another state 
of society under different circumstances, has become 
not only harsh and cruel, but impolitic, unreasonable 
and unwise. | 

The Physicians among other reasons for.a discon- 
tmuance of the present practice state that the terrors — 
of a general spreading of the small-pox would be 
thereby allayed and the disease would be regarded 
with no more alarm than measles and other conta- 
gious eruptive diseases. And the Committee have 
been induced to examine the bills of mortality for 
several years past, in order to ascertain what has been 
the number of deaths occasioned by these two dis- 
orders. 

They find that since the beginning of the year 
1813, (beyond which time no regular record has been 
published) to the beginning of the present year, a 
period of twenty-four years, there have been record- 
ed but thirty-five deaths by small-pox, while the 
deaths by measles during the same period have been 
no less than five hundred and seventy-three. The 
deaths by small-pox have in no year exceeded five, 
while the deaths by measles in one year amounted to 
one hundred and eighty-eight. And yet it has never 
been thought necessary to remove those suffering un- 
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der the latter disease, from their homes to hospitals, 
or to seclude them from the attendance of those on 
whose care they have been accustomed to rely. 

The Committee therefore agree with the Consulting 
Physicians as to the inutility and impolicy of the 
present practice of removal and seclusion of small- 
pox patients. ‘They regret however that it is not in 
the power of the City Council to discontinue it. It 
exists under a law of the Commonwealth which 
seems to leave but little discretion to the Council on 
the subject. The act of 1792, as re-enacted by the 
late revision of the Statutes, is imperative on the City 
Government to provide hospitals, and to remove to 
them persons sick with the small-pox, when it can 
be done without endangering their lives. Whether, 
in the present state of public opinion on the subject, 
an application to the Legislature, for an alteration of 
the law, would be favorably received, is so extremely - 
doubtful that the Committee do not deem it expedient 
now to propose it. ‘They cannot but hope however 
that the alarm and dread of this disease which has 
descended to us from other and distant times, will, at 
no very remote period be no longer felt and that it 
will be managed as diseases of similar character are. 
As the most certain mode of producing this result, the 
Committee think that the attention of the City Coun- 
cil and of the citizens should be imperatively drawn 
to the subject of vaccination. It was in 1802, that 
the Municipal Authorities first adopted any measures 
on the subject. ‘The Board of Health then caused 
twenty-two persons to be vaccinated and afterwards 
sent to a hospital and innoculated for the small-pox, 
‘Cin order,” as they say, “‘to remove all reasonable 
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doubts of the utility or inutility of the kine-pock or 
vaccine innoculation as a preventive against the small- 
pox” and the experiment appears to have been quite 
successful in proving the value of vaccination. After- 
wards in 1816, the Assessors having certified that 
there were five thousand four hundred and fifty-three 
persons who had never been vaccinated nor had had 
the small-pox—a general vaccination took place under 
the direction of Committees of the several Wards. 
Since then the subject has been left very much to the 
discretion of the inhabitants; it is believed however 
that there are but few who have not been vaccinated. 


The present regulations of the public schools, by — 


which no child ‘can be admitted without being pre- 
viously vaccinated has undoubtedly had an extensively 
beneficial effect and the Instructers of all private 
schools should be earnestly advised to adopt the same. 
No person should hold any office under the City Gov- 
ernment unless he and his family have undergone the 
same operation. ‘Ihe inmates of the Houses of Cor- 
rection, Reformation and Industry should be vaccinat- 
ed on their admission. And vaccination ought to be 
performed on all citizens who may apply for it, at the 
expense of the City. 

By the adoption of these and any other measures 
for the extension of vaccination which may occur to 
the wisdom of the City Council, the Committee be- 
lieve that the small-pox will, in this City, in a very 
short time, be confined to a few isolated cases among 
those persons who wilfully neglect the means held 
out to them for protection against it. 

In the mean time, while acting under our pres- 
ent system, as the City Council are not obliged to 
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remove the sick when such removal cannot be made 
without endangering life, we trust that the Consult- 
ing Physicians will at no time advise it, if thereby 
from nervous excitement or any other cause, the dis- 
ease will probably be exasperated and increased. 

Entertaining the foregoing views, therefore, the 
Cominittee do not now deem it expedient to pro- 
vide another Hospital for small-pox and other conta- 
gious diseases; and they would suggest an additional 
reason, in the extreme difficulty, if not impossibility, 
of finding a suitable place for one. Such an estab- 
lishment must necessarily be within the limits of the 
City and not within one hundred rods of any dwell- 
Ing in a neighboring town, without the consent of the 
inhabitants of such town. ‘The Committee after an 
attentive examination have not been able to discover 
any place to which strong, if not insurmountable, ob- 
jections have not been raised. And they ask to be 
discharged from any further consideration on the 
subject. 

For the Committee, 


THO. WETMORE. 


(A) | 

The Consulting Physicians of the City of Boston 
have been called on by a Committee of the City 
Council to say, whether in their opinion it is neces- 
sary to provide a place for the residence of those, who 
are affected with small-pox and other contagious dis- 
eases in the winter season. Having carefully consid- 
ered the subject they ask leave to offer their opinion, 
as follows :— 

“That it is highly necessary to provide a place, in, 
or near to the City, to which those affected with 


small-pox, and other contagious diseases in the winter 


may be conveniently and safely removed.” 

The reasons which have led them to form this opin- 
ion are the following :— 

I. They believe that cases of contagious disease 
may occur, in which it would be dangerous to life, to 
remove the patient in a boat or vessel as now prac- 
-tised. 

I]. That obstructions in the harbor may prevent 
the removal of infected patients so early, after the ap- 
pearance of disease, as to avoid their communicating 
it to others. 

III. That an insular situation may sometimes pre- 
vent the administration of those aids, which severe 
diseases might require. 

IV. That an apprehension of being removed in 
the manner done at present, may operate as a temp- 
tation to physicians and patients to conceal the exist- 
ence of a contagious disorder. | 

On the other part there appears to be no serious 
objections to establishing a place for persons affected 
with contagious disorders in or near the City. 
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All such diseases emanate their contagious influ- 
ence to a very limited extent; generally not beyond 
the air immediately surrounding the infected person. 

As one proof of this may be en rnced the fact of a 
small-pox hospital having existed a considerable num- 
ber of years, within two miles of Boston, without 
having communicated, or having been suspected to 
communicate the contagion to the City. 

As to the place proper for such an establishment, 
this Board is of opinion, that any place in or near the 
City, which can be as much insulated as the State 
Prison at Charlestown, or the Massachusetts General 
Hospital in Boston, would be perfectly safe, if pre- 
cautions were taken to dis-infect those, who had oc- 
casion to communicate with the establishment. 


By order of the Board of Consulting Physicians, 
JOHN C. WARREN. 


Boston, February 1, 1837. 


(B) 
To Tuomas Wetmore, Esa. 
Chairman of Committee of the City Council. 
Sir, 

The subject on which you desire the opinion of the 
Consulting Physicians, in your letter of February 4, 
1837, is one of great importance to the interests of 
Boston and of this whole section of the country. The 
Board have therefore felt themselves called on to give 
it their most earnest attention; and, prompted, as 
they are, by no feeling but the desire of being useful 
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to their fellow-citizens, they will express their opin- 
ions frankly. 

Since the first introduction of Small-pox ito this 
country, it has been the policy of this community to 
restrict the existence of this disease to hospitals es- 
tablished for its reception. How this system origin- 
ated we cannot exactly ascertain. Probably it arose 
from the fact that Small-pox occasionally spread- 
ing like a conflagration through the City, produced 
an interruption of business, considerable mortality, 
and a total absorption of the public mind during. its 
prevalence. ‘These evils perhaps led to the desire to 
impede its extension, and whenever therefore indi- 
viduals were attacked by this disease, they were sep- 
arated from the rest of the community and kept in 
seclusion at considerable expense. Such a practice 
has existed nowhere, that we know of, excepting in 
this country; and even in the United States is not 
acted on in any of the large cities out of New Eng- 
Jand.. In these cities and in foreign countries the ter- 
rors of the Small-pox have long ago ceased to exist, 
especially since the disease has been so much check- 
ed and mitigated by the introduction of vaccination. 

The time seems to have arrived when we should 
investigate the utility of maintaining a system which 
is not practised elsewhere; and that laying aside the 
- opinions derived from established habits, we should 
endeavor to ascertain whether it is most for the ad- 
vantage of our community to continue a practice dif- 
ferent from that of other states and countries. 

Our first inquiry would naturally be, what are the 
advantages arising from this system, and what neces- 
sity is there for its continuance? 
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To this it is replied that unless individuals affected 
with Small-pox were immediately secluded, the dis- 
ease would become general, and the free communiva- 
tion between the town and the country would be 
interrupted. 

This seems to be the only important argument in 
favor of continuing the present state of things. 

To this Board it appears however that if no meas- 
ures were taken to keep the Small-pox out of the 
City, all the inhabitants and all visitants to the City, 
not vaccinated, would be careful to undergo vaccina- 
tion before exposing themselves. Vaccine innocula- 
tion would thus become more general; and the food 
which now exists for supporting the disease, would 
soon be exhausted through the whole community. 
The terrors of a general spreading of Small-pox 
would thus be allayed and this disease would be re- 
garded with no more alarm than measles and other 
contagious eruptive diseases. | 

This opinion is not merely hypothetical: It is sup- 
ported by a thousand facts existing in every part of 
the world. 

We conclude then from this view of the subject, 
that if the old practice of removal were abandoned, 
Small-pox instead of being more likely to be ex- 
tensively diffused, would be less so from the want of 
materials to feed on. 

We next direct our attention to the inquiry, wheth- 
er any inconveniences arise.from the present system? 

The first which occurs to us is the removal of un- 
fortunate persons attacked with Small-pox or Vario- 
loid, from their families to remote and secluded situ- 
ations. Parents may be removed from their children, 
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husbands from their wives, and invalids from those 
upon whom they have been accustomed to rely. The 
terrors of such a removal, the separation from families 
and friends, the exposure to severe weather during 
some parts of the year, must have an unfavorable and 
dangerous influence, in cases where the disease is Vi- 
olent; and might in some cases decide the balance 
between recovery and death, against the unfortunate 
sufferer. Such a violation of the rights of humanity 
could only be justified by the necessities of the public 
good; but no such necessity exists if the raat 
expressed above are well founded. 

Other objections present themselves to our mind. 
First. Individuals, who, having been vaccinated, are 
called to foreign parts, have no opportunity of testing 
their susceptibility to Small-pox. ‘They go abroad, 
are exposed to the disease, become affected with Va- 
rioloid among strangers; and may thus suffer serious- 
ly from a disease which in their own homes is of little 
importance. 

Second. ‘There is an alarm excited once or twice 
a year under the present system. A case of Small- 
pox throws a part of the town into confusion, and the 
existence of a number of cases disturbs the whole 
city and country. 

Third. The operation of the present system is a 
great and useless tax on the pecuniary concerns of 
this City. 

Further, we ought to state, what in truth cannot be 
unknown to our City Authorities, that small-pox is 
not, in ordinary seasons, so contagious a disease as it 
is commonly believed to be. Since the present or- 
ganization of the City Government the Consulting 


13 


Physicians have been constantly called on to visit per- 
sons attacked with small-pox, and never have in a 
single instance communicated the disease. We could 
state numerous facts of a similar character, which 
would satisfactorily prove that small-pox is not ordi- 
narily a very contagious disease. 

For these reasons this Board are unanimously of 
opinion that the practice of removing from the City 
persons affected with small-pox should be discontinu- 
ed after the first day of March next. 

In the mean time they would recommend, that there 
should be a general vaccination of those who have not 
already undergone this operation. ‘That measures 
should be taken both now and hereafter to enable 
those who wish it, to be vaccinated free from expense ; 
and that all citizens who have not been re-vaccinat- 
ed and have not full confidence in having had genuine 
cow-pox, should be advised to attend to this precau- 
tion. 

Signed, JOHN C. WARREN, 
BENJAMIN SHURTLEFF, 
GEORGE HAYWARD, 
JOHN RANDALL, 
GEORGE C. SHATTUCK, 


Consulting Physicians of the City of Boston. 
Boston, February 9, 1837. 


In the Board of Aldermen, Feb. 20, 1837. 
Read and accepted.—Sent down for concurrence. 


SAMUEL A. ELIOT, Mayor. 


AW se 


it tap antsy Gs ye “we wi a Nee $ itive AS Sa yea a ib aera Got 
hi ' Le oa ae ae 
; Kahan: minacrls ay ae bye, aah 


ihe Ww EI,” 


"iron 


J hy 

" « 

Ares Mey 
¢ y ‘ 

ie Dees} 

vem eee af tir r 
Aerie te 
‘ ‘ 

¥ a | rate, 


City Council, No. 2.......0..1837. 


GCIa@y OF BOSTON, 


Boston, City Council, Feb. 20, 1837. 


The Joint Committee to whom were referred the sub- 
ject of the Land and Buildings belonging to the 
City on Leveret Street, and the Report and Res- 
olutions now on file relative to said subject, having 
considered the matter, ask leave to 


REPORT: 


That they have weighed as carefully as they were 
able the several arguments and suggestions which 
have been used both for and against the removal of the 
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Jail from Leveret Street to Bellevue,* and after 
the best consideration in their power, they have 
been unable to regard the additional inconvenience, 
risk, or expense attending the conveyance of priso- 
ners to Bellevue as a counterbalance to the evils 
arising from the uninterrupted communication of the 
prisoners in the-present Jail, the impure air, the cold, 
the heat, to which they are either constantly or occa- 
sionally subjected. ‘The Committee cannot but con- 
sider it also as a great desideratum in a jail that an 
opportunity should be afforded for employment, if de- 
sired by the prisoner, for religious exercises on the 
Sabbath at least, and for suitable care of the sick. 
In the present Jail all these, if not impossible, are so 
difficult to be obtained as to render it in the highest 
degree expedient, in the opinion of the Committee, 
that a new Building should be erected for the pur- 
pose. ‘They concur entirely with the views so 
strongly expressed on these points in the Report of 
the Committee of the City Council of last year who 
had the subject under consideration. 

The expense of the proposed alteration has been 
also carefully considered by the Committee, and they 
have reason to believe that it would be a judicious 
measure, in point of economy, as well as the proper 
accommodation of the persons confined. It seems 
to them probable that the Estate and Buildings on 
Leveret Street could be sold for a sum not less than 
$60,000, while a new Jail, with all the accommoda- 
tions which your Committee deem necessary, could be 
erected for something less, perhaps, than $40,000; 


* The name given by the Board of Aldermen, at their last meeting, to the 
Lands of the City at 8. Boston. 
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and if the labor of the convicts in the House of Cor- 
rection can be applied, it will come far short of this 
sum. As the Committee however have experienced 
the uncertainty of previous estimates, even when 
carefully made, they have thought it prudent to name 
a larger sum in the Order which eae propose to the 
City Council. 

In conformity with these views, and to bring the 
subject directly to the decision of the City Council, 
the Committee offer the following Orders. 


For the Committee, 


SAML. A. ELIOT. 


Ordered, ‘That be a Committee 
with full power to sell the Land and Buildings belong- 
ing to the City on Leveret Street on such terms and 
conditions as may seem to them expedient. 

Ordered, That the same Committee be instructed 
to erect a suitable building for a Jail, and a house for 
the Jailer, in conformity with the views expressed in 
this Report, and in that of the Committee of last 
year, on some convenient part of the Land belonging 
to the City, now called Bellevue; Provided the ex- 
pense of such Building shail not exceed the sum of 
forty-five thousand dollars. 

Ordered, 'That provision be made for this expen- 
diture in the Appropriation Bill for the next financial 
year. 


CITY OF BOSTON. 


In Common Council, Jan’y 12th, 1837. 


Ordered, 'That Messrs. Austin, Vose and Hastings, 
with such as the Board of Aldermen may join, be a 
Committee to whom shall be referred so much of the 
Mayor’s Address as relates to the Land and Build- 
ings now occupied as the Jail on Leveret Street— 
together with the Report and Resolutions now on file 
relative to said subject—to consider and report. 


Sent up for concurrence. 


PH. MARETT, President. 


In the Board of Aldermen, Jan. 16, 1837. 


Read and concurred, and the Committee on the 
Jail and the House of Correction was joined. 


SAML. A. ELIOT, Mayor. 


City Council, No. 3, 1837. 


CLARL OE BOSTON. 


BOSTO. 


City Council, Boston, May 23, 1837. 


The Committee on Finance, to whom with Aldermen 
Farnam, Wetmore, and Wells was referred the pe- 
tition of William Lawrence and others praying the 
City Government “to provide some substitute for 
the smaller denominations of coin, based upon the 
credit of the City,” have had: it under considera- 

tion, and ask leave to submit the following 


REPORT. 


As the subject is one of the highest importance in 
its relations to existing laws, as well as to the pres- 
ent embarrassments of the community arising from 
the derangement of the circulating medium of ex- 
change, the Committee have given it the most care- 
ful consideration of which they were capable, and 
have consulted those whom they thought able to 
give a sound legal opinion. The two points to be 
decided are, whether it be lawful, and if lawful, 
whether it be expedient for the City to issue any pa- 
per of such character that it will be likely to pass as 
currency in the community. On the first point, the 
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Committee were guided by the opinion of the present 
and late City Solicitors, corroborated by that of 
Judge Jackson. The names of these gentlemen will 
justify strong confidence in their decision, and their 
opinion, which is subjoined, will show that the object 
of the petitioners may be attained without violating 
any law. Relying with such confidence on this 
opinion, the attention of the Committee has been 
principally directed to the expediency of issuing pa- 
per, of the kind desired by the petitioners, on the 
credit of the City. And although no one would hesi- 
tate to do what might tend to the relief of the inhab- 
itants, in a time of difficulty and apprehension, yet 
many members of the Committee thought it doubtful 
whether the difficulties actually existing were so 
great as to justify a measure which might have seri- 
ously injurious consequences in the end; and wheth- 
er the apprehensions, now so strong, would not of 
themselves subside, without the interference of the 
City government, in a mode which was certainly not 
contemplated in its formation. ‘They thought that a 
measure, justified by the necessities of the times 
merely, should be founded upon some more urgent 
necessity than any which has been shown to exist ; 
that no dangerous example of going beyond or beside 
the strict Ime of corporate powers should be set by 
the metropolis; and that the probability of an in- 
_ crease of small coin in circulation was so strong, upon 
their minds, that they could not agree to the proposi- 
tion. 

On the other hand, the majority of the Committee 
were of the opinion that an unprecedented crisis had 
arrived, that great difficulty is actually experienced 
for the want of a currency of small denominations of 
coin, by those to whom such a currency is most 
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essential, and who stand most in need of the assisting 
care of a paternal government; those, namely, who 
are unable to procure the necessaries of life upon 
credit. ‘They were also inclined to the belief that this 
difficulty is likely to increase rather than to diminish, 
and that the time which must necessarily elapse be- 
fore the paper can be issued for use will be more than 
enough to demonstrate its indispensable necessity ; 
while, if their expectation should be disappointed, and 
the lapse of two or three weeks should prove ‘that the 
community does not require the aid which has been 
called for, no loss, of moment, would have been in- 
curred, and the emission could be stopped. ‘The 
evil of the example they regarded as of little probable 
weight, as they believed that no other corporation 
would be either deterred from issuing currency, or 
encouraged to do it, by the example of the City on 
either side. 

With these views, yet entertaining great respect 
for the opinions of the minority, the majority of the 
Committee are of opinion that it is expedient to make 
the proposed issue, and recommend the adoption of 
the following orders. ; 

For the Committee, 


SAMUEL A. ELIOT, Chairman. — 


Ordered, ‘That the Committee on Finance be in- 
structed to cause a form of receipt to be prepared, 
(with great care, in order to avoid counterfeiting, ) 
which shall be taken by the City ‘Treasurer in pay- 
ment of taxes or other dues, for the fractional parts of 
a dollar. 

Ordered, ‘That no paper prepared in that manner 
shall be issued, until at least three weeks shall have 
elapsed, after the final passage of these orders by 
both boards of the City Council, nor until the further 
order of the City Council. 


A 


OPINION. 


The several questions which the Committee of the 
City Council have submitted to us, in different forms, 
but all having the same object in view, may be redu- 
ced to the following :— 

Whether the City can lawfully issue Certificates 
of Stock for fractional parts of a dollar, redeemable 
either on demand or at a future day, with or without 
interest, and with the intent that they should pass as 
currency; and, if not, then whether the City may 
issue other Certificates or Facilities, in the nature of 
accountable receipts or otherwise, for sums less than 
one dollar, which shall be receivable at the 'Treasur- 
er’s Office specifically for taxes and other dues to the 
City. | 

The questions proposed arise under the Revised 
Statutes, chapter 33, section 7; which section is in 
these words— 

‘If any person shall issue or pass any note, bill, 
order, or check, other than the notes or bills of any 
bank incorporated under the authority of this Com- 
monweath or of some one of the United States, for a 
sum less than five dollars, or whereon a less sum than 
five dollars shall be due, at the time of such issuing 
or passing thereof, with intent that the same shall be 
circulated as currency, he shall for every offence for- 
feit the sum of fifty dollars.” 

- This section of the Revised Statutes is a re-enact- 
ment of the statute of 1804, chap. 136; the object 
of which is understood to have been, to put a stop to 
the practice of issuing printed and other promissory 
notes, checks, &c. (for sums under five dollars) which 
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had been adopted by many private zndividuals, upon 
their own credit and responsibility, and without any 
authority by charter or otherwise from the Legisla- 
ture. ‘That this was the object of that statute, might 
perhaps, without a knowledge of its history, be nat- 
urally inferred from the language of the clause impo- 
sing the penalty; which, in referring to the party 
liable to the penalty, says—‘‘he”’ shall forfeit the 
sum of fifty dollars. 

Such were the object and effect of the original leg- 
islation upon this subject; which, it may be observed, 
was adopted under circumstances, and at a period, 
when it could no more have been anticipated that the 
community, which then demanded these prohibitions, 
would one day call for issues of the kind now in ques- 
tion, than it could have been predicted, that the public 
necessities would impel all the banks in the Common- 
waelth to hazard the consequences of departing from 
the letter of another law, which required them to re- 
deem their bills in specie. 

But, whatever may have been the immediate mo- 
tives for these prohibitory provisions, the present in- 
quiry is, how far they are to be deemed applicable to 
the case now submitted. And, upon the best con- 
sideration we have been able to give to the subject, 
we have come to the following conclusions. 

The statute imposes a penalty upon any person 
who shall issue or pass, as currency, ‘‘any note, bill, — 
order, or check,’’ under five dollars, other than the 
“notes or bills” of the incorporated banks described 
in it. 

The mischief intended to be guarded against was, 
not merely the issuing of the above descriptions of 
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negotiable paper (which would interfere with the 
usual operations of business) but the issuing of them 
with the intent, that they should be ‘circulated as 
currency:” the currency being a subject, which can- 
not be entrusted to irresponsible individuals, but is 
exclusively under the charge of the government, or 
the banks, as its agents, to whom it has thought 
proper to commit a portion of this power. It is highly 
important, that the public should have reasonable se- 
curity against the losses and frauds, which would be 
the consequence of unrestrained issues of a currency 
by irresponsible individuals; and, accordingly, when- 
ever the government grants this power, as, for exam- 
ple by incorporating banks, it always provides some 
such security, which actually is, or is intended to be, 
adequate to the object. 

With views of this kind, it is to be presumed, the 
government made the prohibitions in question against 
the issuing of small ‘notes, bills, orders, and checks 
as currency;” and this general intent is important 
in considering the construction of the statute. 

It is, however, a familiar principle, that penal stat- 
utes are to be construed strictly; and, when a party 
is charged with an offence under such a statute, the 
act charged upon him must be shown to be distinctly 
and unequivocally within the language of the law de- 
scribing the offence. Now the several descriptions — 
of paper mentioned in the statute in question are— 
notes, bills, orders, and checks; all of which, both in a 
popular and legal understanding, are promises to pay 
a sum of money; and any instrument (whatever — 
might be its form) which could justly be considered 
as a promise of the kind, might be held to come 
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within one of those four descriptions of paper, so as to 
subject the party issuing it as currency, to the penal- 
ty of the law; while, on the other hand, any instru- 
ment or paper, which did not fall within one of these 
descriptions, would not, even if circulated as curren- 
cy, subject the party to the penalty of the statute in 
question; though it might, under the circumstances, 
and in popular understanding, be considered a mere 
evasion of the spirit and intent of the law. 

Applying these general views to the case under 
consideration, we beg leave to submit the following 
as the result of our opinion in answer to the questions — 
proposed. 3 

1. That the proposed Certificates of Stock for 
sums under five dollars, with intent that they should 
pass as currency, would be such promises to pay 
money as would come within the statute above cited. 
A Certificate of Stock is evidence of a debt due from 
the City of Boston to the payee, or bearer, and con- 
tains a promise to pay a sum of money; and, con- 
nected with intent that it should pass as currency, it 
would be substantially, if not formally within the de- 
scription in the statute. 

2. ‘That if it should be thought expedient to issue 
any description of Certificates or Facilities, the other 
mode proposed in the questions submitted, would not 
be so far a violation of the letter of the law as to sub- 
_ ject a party to the penalty—that is, that the paper to 
be issued should be in the nature of an accountable 
receipt, as suggested in the question—expressing, in 
substance, that the paper would be receivable at the 
City Treasury, for the sum mentioned in it, specifi- 
cally in payment of taxes or other dues to the City— 
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or to that effect. A paper of this kind would not 
be, technically, a promise to pay money, within the 
description of the statute. ‘The City is the creditor 
of many thousands of individuals who have taxes and 
other dues to pay; and most of the Tax Bills con- 
tain fractional parts of a dollar, which the want of 
small change will render it difficult, if not impractica- 
ble at present, for the citizens in general to pay. 
Under these circumstances the City, in anticipation 
of the taxes, issues certificates, or tokens, which it 
engages to receive in liquidation of those taxes; it 
does not engage to pay the amount of money ex- 
pressed in them under any circumstances, but only to | 
receive the Certificates, or Facilities, in payments to 
be made to itself; and it could not be compelled to 
pay the amount as adebt; the holder must present 
the paper to the City Treasurer in payment of a tax 
or other due to the City; and if the Treasurer 
should refuse to receive it accordingly, an action 
might be maintained against the City for a breach 
of contract, for which damages might be recovered. 

We have the satisfaction to add, that we have con- 
ferred with the Hon. Cuartes Jackson, who concurs 
with us in the above results, but whose absence from 
the City prevents his signing this opinion. 


JOHN PICKERING, 
CHARLES P. CURTIS. 
Boston, May 22, 1837. 


Having conferred with Mr. Pickering on this sub- 
ject on Saturday last, and having since read the fore- 
going opinion, I fully concur in the same. 


CHAS. JACKSON. 
May 22, 1837. 


Common Council, No. 1......183%7. 


CITY OF BOSTON. 


In Common Council, January 5, 1837. 


On motion of Mr. Gordon, amended by Mr. Curtis, 
the following Document was ordered to be printed 
for the use of the Council. 


Attest, Ricuarp G. Wait, Clerk C. C. 


The Committee to whom was referred the Resolutions 
passed at a general meeting of the Inhabitants of 
the City of Boston, 26th August last, also the 
Memorial of the Boston Aqueduct Corporation, 
have attended to this service, and respectfully 
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That the powers necessary and. indispensable to 
the attainment of the objects, proposed in the Reso- 
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lutions, passed at the general meeting, can only be 
obtained from the Legislature of the Commonwealth; 
and as there has been no session of that body since 
the adoption of the Resolutions, of course, nothing 
has been done; but the approaching session of the 
Legislature will afford facilities for the purpose, and 
your Committee recommend that these Resolutions 
be referred to the early attention of the next City 
Council. 

The Memorial of the Boston Aqueduct Corpora- 
tion sets forth, in a formal manner, its readiness im- 
mediately to extend the works in accordance with 
the suggestion .of Col. Baldwin, who in his Report 
states that by a more judicious and skilful employ- 
ment of their powers they may be enabled to supply 
the City with ten times the quantity of water furnished 
at present ; or the City may be the purchaser in whole 
or in part of the Aqueduct, on terms which would be 
considered liberal by disinterested persons. ‘The 
Books and Records of the Corporation are open for the 
examination of the City Government, and the utmost 
frankness and candor were manifested by the officers 
of this Corporation in all their interviews and corres- 
pondence with the Committee. ‘The water furnished 
by this Corporation is of the very best quality, and the 
opinion of the eminent Engineer on whose Report is 
based the expectation of so greatly increasing the 
supply will not be lightly regarded by any on whom 
shall be devolved the duty of carrying into effect the 
important objects contemplated. 

Since the appointment of this Committee several 
successful efforts to obtain water of good quality and 
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in much abundance have been made on the principle 
of Artesian Wells. From the success which has at- 
tended these efforts, there is reason to believe a great 
and possibly a sufficient supply of good water may be 
had in this way ; at all events, it is worth a trial ;— 
and your Committee recommend that the expediency 
of making’an experiment at the charge of the City 
be referred to the next City Council. 

The various sources most confidently relied upon 
as likely to afford a supply of water for the City, are 
‘the Framingham Ponds, Spot Pond, Jamaica Pond, 
by means of the Aqueduct Corporation, and Wells on 
the Artesian principle. All these have their advo- 
cates, and it will be the duty of those who succeed 
to our places, carefully to consider the subject, and 
to decide upon the best mode of supplying the wants 
of the Citizens in this particular, and with this decis- 
ion there will doubtless be general contentment among 
the people. 

The supplying of water for the use of the City of 
Boston is an undertaking yielding to no other public 
enterprise in its importance or its cost. In discharg- 
ing the responsible trust confided to this Committee 
by the City Council, they have overlooked no quarter 
from which a supply could be hoped for; they have 
eaused but one survey, but they have made many re- 
searches and inquiries. In the belief that a vast 
majority of the inhabitants are im favor of the intro- 
duction of water, your Committee have anxiously 
and diligently labored to obtain information which 
would afford a basis for action; whatever of delay 
may seem to have attended their operations, they 
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know that nothing savouring of negligence is justly 
chargeable on them. It will be found that whatever 
could have been done to facilitate the accomplishment 
of the object by the Committee has been done by 
them, so far as time and opportunity permitted. With 
these views your Committee respectfully beg leave to 
recommend a reference of the whole subject to the 
next City Council. 


SAM. 'T. ARMSTRONG, Chairman, 
December 19, 1836. 


In the Board of Aldermen, Dec. 19, 1836. 
Read and accepted. Sent down for concurrence, 


SAM. T. ARMSTRONG, Mayor. 


In Common Council, Dec. 22, 1836. 
Read and concurred. 


JOSIAH QUINCY, Jr. President, 


In Common Council, Boston, Jan. 5, 1837. 


Ordered, That - — with such as the Board of 
Aldermen may join, be a Committee to consider and 
report what measures are necessary to be adopted for 
the purpose of carrying into execution the instruc- 
tions given to the last City Council (contaimed in 
certain resolutions passed at a legal meeting of the 
Inhabitants of Boston, on the 22d of August last) on 
the subject of supplying the citizens with pure water 
—the same having been referred to this Council, and 
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with special instructions to consider and report upon 
the expediency of employing a suitable number of 
Commissioners to examine into the different sources 
of supply,—the owners of the water,—the prices, if 
any, at which it can be had, the different modes of 
bringing it in,—an estimate of the costs of each, 
and in general, all the facts connected with .the sub- 
ject,—the Committee to report upon the expediency 
of employing said Commissioners, before entering 
upon the consideration of any other matters contained 
in the order. 

The foregoing order having received two readings 
and upon the motion to lay the same on the table it 
was carried in the affirmative. 
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Common Council, No. 2......1837. 


CITY OF BOSTON. 


In Common Council, January 26, 1837. 


Read and laid on the table, and with the Docu- 
ments annexed to this Report, together with the 
City Solicitor’s opinion given to the Standing Com- 
mittee on Elections, in the year 1835, ordered to be 
printed for the use of the Council. 

Attest, Ricwarp G. Wart, Clerk C. C. 


In Common Council, January 26, 1837. 
The Standing Committee on Elections and Returns, 
to whom was referred the remonstrance of S. G. 
Shipley and fifty-seven others, against the return 
as members of the Common Council, of John 
Boles, Jason D. Battles, and Asa B. Snow, three 
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of the sitting members from Ward number three, 
having attended to their duty, ask leave to 


REPORT: 


That immediately after the subject was committed 
to them, they gave notice to the remonstrants, and 
also to the sitting members, whose seats were con- 
tested, of the time and place, at which the Com- 
mittee would be in attendance to hear the parties. 
In accordance therewith, the remonstrants, on the one 
side, and certain persons, voters in Ward three, who 
deemed the election of the three sitting members 
returned, to be valid, on the other, appeared, each 
with counsel, and the Committee proceeded to hear 
the evidence. Several witnesses on each side were 
examined, all of them under oath, and among them 
the Warden, Clerk, and two of the Inspectors of 
Ward three. The Committee were also put in pos- 
session of the book containing the Clerk’s records 
of the elections in question, and also of the original 
memorandum, which was kept by the officers of the 
Ward, in making up the account of votes for mem- 
bers of the Common Council, at the first balloting, 
viz. on the twelfth of December. 

, After all this evidence had been laid before the 
Committee, the parties agreed to submit the subject 
to them, without argument. The Committee, there- 
fore, having at sundry meetings since they were pos- 
sessed of the evidence, examined and weighed as 
carefully as they were able, the several points re- 
ferred to them, have only, in conclusion, to submit 
the result of their deliberations. And in doing this, 
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they would follow the order pursued in the remon- 
strance. 

1. The first ground of objection, taken by the 
remonstrants is this,—that ‘at the first trial in the 
City Election, the 12th of December, the Ward 
officers did not correctly count the ballots,—the 
whole number of ballots for members of the Coun- 
cil having, in fact, been 469, and not 470, as de- 
clared by the Ward officers,—so that 235 being 
necessary to a choice, and William O. Haskell, John 
Snelling and G. F. R. Wadleigh having that number | 
and over, were in fact chosen; whereas the Ward 
officers declared no choice, except William O. Has- 
kell, and that three vacancies remained to be filled, 
when in fact there was but one vacancy, if any.” 

By this is presented but a simple question of fact, 
viz.—was the whole number of ballots, at the first 
balloting, 469 or 470,—and as such, it is to be de- 
termined by the weight of evidence. ‘The official 
record of the Clerk, states it at 470. ‘The Warden, 
Clerk, the two Inspectors who testified, and nearly 
all the other witnesses, who were examined upon 
this point, agreed in the statement, that the only 
official declaration of the whole number of ballots 
was, that it was470. It did appear, that something 
was said by some of the Inspectors, about 469 being 
the whole number,—but this was prior to the count- 
ing of all the ballots, and before any official declara- 
tion had been made. One witness was doubtful, 
whether the official declaration stated 469 or 470,— 
and one other thought that 469 was declared. But, 
as before stated, the majority of the witnesses to 
this point, including the Ward officers, fixed the 
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‘official declaration of the whole number of ballots 
for members of the Common Council, at 470. 

In addition to the foregoing evidence, the Com- 
mittee, as before stated, were furnished by the Clerk, 
with the original memorandum, kept by the officers 
of the Ward, at the first balloting, of the ballots for 
members of the Common Council. Upon this mem- 
orandum, in addition to an account of the number of 
votes received by each candidate, a distinct account 
was kept of the whole number of ballots cast. 
Such an account of the whole number of ballots 
given in, must be kept at every election, because by 
the law of the Commonwealth, (Rev. Stats. Chap. 
IV. S. 13,) “in order to determine the result of any 
election in the Commonwealth, the whole number 
of persons who voted at such election, shall first be 
ascertained, by counting the whole number of bal- 
lots given in.” By the account so kept, in the 
present case, on this original memorandum, the whole 
number of ballots given in, appears to have been 
470,—thus agreeing with the other evidence already 
stated. 

The only circumstance, which appears to have an 
opposite bearing, and which is relied upon by the 
remonstrants, is, that the number of votes stated to 
have been received by each candidate, being taken 
together, and their sum divided by the number of 
candidates voted for, the result does not conform to 
the amount shown by the separate account of the 
whole number of ballots,—this mode of computation 
showing 466? to have been the whole number. ‘This 
discrepancy, however, may be accounted for by the 
fact, which was testified to by one of the Inspectors, 
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—that some of the ballots given in, contained less 
than four names. No account was kept of the exact 
number of such imperfect ballots, there being no 
rule requiring it. ‘The Committee would take the 
liberty, however, to suggest, that it would be well, 
in all cases, to keep an account of the number of 
such blanks upon imperfect ballots, even if it is not 
to be recorded ; for if the number of these be added 
to the number of votes received by each candidate, 
and then this sum be divided by the number of can- 
didates voted for, the result must always agree with 
the separate account of the whole number of ballots. 
A test would thus be furnished of the accuracy of 
the separate account,—and in all questions like the 
one now under consideration, a demonstration could 
be furnished, instead of the matter being left toa 
comparison of evidence. 

Such an account, however, was not kept in the 
present case. But the only consequence is, that the 
Committee are deprived of that test in ascertaining 
the whole number of ballots, which, if such an ac- 
count had been kept, they would have been able to 
apply. ‘They are not at liberty to resort to sucha 
mode of computation, as the ru/e for determining the 
whole number of ballots,—the law and the practice 
in the Legislature of the Commonwealth having 
clearly established, that the mode of ascertaining 
that whole number, is by a distinct account of the 
separate ballots, or pieces of paper not rele blank, 
that are given in. 

As, therefore, in the present case, the account so 
kept, shows the whole number of ballots to have 
been 470,—and as the book of records, and the tes- 
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timony of most of the witnesses confirm that ac- 
count,—the fact, that a mode of computation, which 
can, in no case, be a rule, but which, under certain 
circumstances, would be a test of accuracy, does not 
confirm such account, cannot, in the opinion of the 
Committee, counterbalance the direct evidence. And 
when it is added, that the discrepancy shown by the 
application of this test may be explained, by the omis- 
sion to keep an account of the number of blanks 
upon imperfect ballots,—some such imperfect ballots 
having been proved to have been given,—and so, 
that the existence of this discrepancy, may possibly 
be consistent with the accuracy of the separate ac- 
count, and with the record of the Clerk, the Commit- 
tee cannot hesitate as to the conclusion to which they 
should arrive. And they are unanimously of opin- 
lon, that the weight of evidence is in favor of- the 
whole number of ballots having been 470,—and ac- 
cordingly, that the declaration made by the Ward 
officers, at the close of the first balloting, that Wil- 
liam O. Haskell only, was elected, and that there 
were three vacancies, was, so far as the first point is 
concerned, correct. 

The Committee would add, that a point, some- 
what relied upon by the remonstrants at the hearing, 
—-that the whole number of ballots reported, was in- 
creased, by a vote for one William Parkman, whose 
name was substituted on one of the regular ballots 
for another that was erased, having been counted as 
a separate ballot, was wholly disproved by the tes- 
timony ofall the Ward officers, who were examined. 

2. ‘The second ground relied upon by the remon- 
strants is,—that ‘“‘a legal voter of the Ward, was 
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refused and deprived of his vote, which would have 
been given to the Democratic ticket, by one of the 
Inspectors having marked ‘ Alien,’ with a_ pencil 
against his name, on the Ward list.” 

The facts stated in this charge were conclusively 
proved to the Committee,—that a legal voter was so 
deprived of his right, by the testimony of the indi- 
vidual himself,—and that it was caused in the man- 
ner stated, by the admission of the Inspector, who 
so marked the name. And the Committee, in the 
outset, cannot forbear to remark upon such an act, on 
the part of an Inspector of elections, as illegal, un- 
just, and fatal alike to the freedom of elections, and 
the interest of the community. ‘The duty of an Inspec- 
tor of elections, in our system of balloting, is purely 
ministerial. He receives from the Mayor and Alder- 
men, a list of voters, which is to be kept by him 
inviolate. He has no concern whatever with the 
qualification of voters, and has no right to add to, 
or erase from, or change, in any way, the list that is 
furnished him. His single duty is, to see that no 
man votes, whose name is not on the list, while, at 
the same time, he prohibits no one, whose name 
is on the list. The determination of who are, or are 
not legal voters, is vested ina higher tribunal. So 
far as the Inspectors are concerned, every man is a 
legal voter, whose name is on the list, and no man is 
so, whose name is not on the list. And it is believ- 
ed, that if Inspectors of elections would confine them- 
selves to the strict line of their duty, much confu- 
sion would be avoided, and contested elections be 
rare. 

It is but justice to the officer, whose conduct is 
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thus animadverted upon by the Committee, to state 
the explanation which he gave of his motives,—that 
thinking the individual, whose name was so marked 
by him, to be an alien, he wrote that word in pen- 
cil, against the name, not for the purpose of decid- 
edly depriving him of his vote,—but only of chal- 
lenging him, when he presented himself at the polls, 
—and that another Inspector, who was not aware of 
the circumstances, under which the mark was made, 
happening to have charge of that board, when the 
individual offered his ballot, refused to receive it. 
But still the course pursued was a violation of duty 
and of right,—and the Committee cannot hesitate to 
pronounce it as clearly wrong, as it was distinctly 
proved. 

But the most important question, presented to the 
Committee is, what effect does this fact, thus clearly 
proved, have upon the election? Considering, for 
the present, this case, as the only illegality which 
occurred at the first balloting,—and this is the strong- 
est light, in which it can be placed, for the remon- 
strants,—it will be perceived, that if the ballot, thus 
illegally rejected, and which, as stated in the remon- 
strance, and proved before the Committee, contained 
the names of Messrs. Haskell, Gould, Snelling and 
Wadleigh, had been received, as it should have been, | 
then the whole number of ballots would have been 
4771,—necessary to a choice, still 236,—and Messrs. 
Snelling and Wadleigh, who were reported to have 
had 235, would, by this addition, have had 236, and 
so have been chosen. 

A question, in the view at present taken of this 
matter, at once arose, whether the ballot, so illegally 
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rejected, was to be considered by the Committee, as 
received and counted, as it should have been by the 
Ward officers,—and seats accordingly awarded by the 
Committee, to Messrs. Snelling and Wadleigh,—or 
if not, what, under the peculiar circumstances of this 
case, as at present considered, was the effect of 
the illegal rejection of this ballot. 

This question, involving a principle of great and 
general interest, and of vital importance to the de- 
termination of the present case, was submitted by 
the Committee, to the City Solicitor, for his opinion. 
In order to present it in the strongest light, and that 
in which the Committee are at present considering 
it, the question put to the Solicitor was-this,— 

‘If the reception of a ballot, illegally excluded, 
at an election of Common Councilmen, would have 
caused a choice of two persons, are such persons en- 
titled to their seats?” His reply, as will be seen 
by the original appended to this report, is in the neg- 
ative ;—but he says, ‘‘ that if votes sufficient to 
change the majority, at an election, are illegally re- 
fused, or illegally received, the election is void, and 
a new election must be had. It may be added, that 
by reference to the Cases of Contested Elections in 
this Commonwealth, which have recently been col- 
lected and published by order of the Legislature, 
—and to which book, the City Solicitor refers, in his 
opinion,—it will appear, that in no case, have a com- 
mittee awarded seats to persons, who were not re- 
turned by the proper officers, but that the rule uniform- 
ly acted upon, is that stated by the Solicitor,—that 
when the illegality is sufficient to vary the result, 
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the election is void,—but when not sufficient to vary 
the result, the election is valid. 

Adopting, then, this rule for their guide, the 
Committee have only to see to its application 
in the present case. It is manifest, at once, that 
the rule implies an election of some person or 
persons, at the balloting complained of,—which 
election is to be declared void, if the illegality proved, 
affected the result,—or confirmed, if it did not. But 
in the present case, at the first balloting, at which 
alone the illegal rejection now under consideration, 
took place,—with the exception of that of Mr. Has- 
kell, whose election was in no way affected by this 
illegality, and therefore is valid, under the last 
clause of the rule laid down,—there was no election 
of any persons, to be either vacated or confirmed by 
the Committee. ‘Three vacancies were declared to 
exist. It is clear, that if any persons had been de- 
clared elected, at the balloting, when this illegal 
rejection occurred,—and such illegality had affected 
the result, the election of such persons would have 
been declared void by the Committee, by virtue of the 
first clause of the rule prescribed, and a new election 
of course been had. But herein is displayed the 
peculiarity of the present case,—that the election of 
Mr. Haskell, the only one that was made, is not 
affected by the illegality complained of, and so is 
valid,—and that besides his, there was no other 
election, to be affected in any way. 

While, therefore, the Committee implicitly adopt 
the rule prescribed for them,—and, by virtue of the 
first clause of it, should have declared void any elec- 
tion, the result of which was affected by the illegal- 


1] 


ity proved,—yet there having, in fact, been no such 
election, at the first balloting, they are irresistibly 
compelled to leave the matter where it is. ‘The 
most they could possibly do, it is seen, under any 
circumstances, as to all the cases, excepting that of 
Mr. Haskell, would be, to declare the elections void, 
or in other words, that after the first balloting, there 
were, in fact, three vacancies. But this is precisely 
the result that was arrived at. The Committee 
deem it immaterial, that that result was reached, 
upon other grounds, than the particular illegality 
complained of. It is the result only, which is im- 
portant to them, or to the Council. And the same 
result, to which the application of the rule laid down 
would lead, having been already attained, by the 
declaration, that after the first balloting, there were 
three vacancies, nothing further seems requisite or 
possible to be done. Indeed it would seem idle for- 
mally to declare void, that which never existed. 

It may be added upon this point, that the applica- 
tion of the spirit of the other clause of the rule 
prescribed, would lead to the same conclusion. The 
letter of that clause, like that of the other is predi- 
cated upon the fact of an election of some persons 
having actually taken place. But its spirit and 
meaning is this,—that where the illegality proved 
does not vary the result declared, there that result 
shall stand good. At the first balloting, in the three 
cases which alone are before the Committee, the 
result declared was, that there was no election. But 
the illegality does no more, under the rule, than 
cause no election, and so does not vary the result, 
declared and acted upon. 
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In order finally to dispose of the consideration of 
this point, the Committee would further state their 
opinion,—that while the same result was reached at 
the first balloting, by the declaration of the existence 
of three vacancies, that would have been caused by 
the illegal rejection of the ballots, under the circum- 
stances of this case,—the fact, that such result was 
attained upon other grounds, than this illegal rejec- 
tion, in no way affects the proceedings of the subse- 
quent adjourned meetings. The same opportunities 
for a new trial existed, from whatever cause the 
vacancies arose. ‘The adjourned meetings, therefore, | 
so far as this point is concerned, must stand upon 
their own merits, 

It will be perceived, that the Committee, both in 
their statement of the question to the Solicitor, and 
in their own consideration of this point, thus far,— 
have treated the particular illegality specified, as the 
only one that occurred at the first balloting. Whether 
it was so or not, the Committee do not undertake to 
say. The rule prescribed for them, and its applica- 
tion to the present case, renders that question wholly 
immaterial. for even if there had been other ille- 
galities sufficient to counterbalance the one specified, 
yet the only consequence would be, that, as to the 
three cases, which are alone referred to the Commit- 
tee, the result declared would be holden to stand good. 
But the result declared was, that there were three 
vacancies, which is precisely the same as would be 
reached, if the illegality specified had been the only 
one. 

In conclusion, therefore, upon this point, while the 
Committee strongly reprobate the illegal rejection of 
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the ballot, complained of—and while, if there had 

been an election of any persons, affected by such 
illegality, they should unhesitatingly have declared 
such election void,—yet as there was, in fact, no 
such election, and matters stood, at the close of the 
first balloting, in the same position, in which they 
would have been placed by such illegal rejection,— 
the Committee are of opinion, that the proceedings 
at the first balloting, cannot, for the second cause as- 
signed by the remonstrants, be now interfered with. 

3. The third ground relied upon by the remon- 
strants is,—‘* That the Inspectors received votes from 
all persons of one party, whose names were borne on 
the Ward list, and refused votes from some others, 
having the same right to vote, for the Democratic 
ticket.” 

Upon this, the Committee have only to say,—that 
as to the first clause of the allegation, viz., that the 
Inspectors received the votes of all persons of one 
party, whose names were borne on the Ward list,— 
that it was the duty of the Inspectors so to do, and 
the statement was admitted by them to be true. And 
as to the other clause, viz., that they refused votes 
from some others, of another party, having the same 
right to vote, that is, as the Committee understand 
it, whose names were also borne on the Ward list,— 
that there was no evidence, that the Inspectors refus- 
ed the ballot of any person, whose name was borne 
on the list, with the exception of the case specified 
in the second ground of the remonstrants, which has 
already been considered. 

4. ‘The fourth ground presented by the remon- 
strants, is, “‘that the Ward officers caused to be 
erased from the Ward list, names of the members of 
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one party, and added names of members of the other 
party, who were not, at the time, residents in the 
Ward. 
_ Upon this, also, the Committee have only to re- 
mark, that there was no evidence to sustain any part 
of it: 

The foregoing objections which have been consid- 
ered, apply exclusively to the first balloting, viz., on 
the 12th of December,-—and embrace all that are 
made to it. And upon a view of the whole of them, 
for the reasons which have been stated, the Commit- 
tee are of opinion, that such first balloting should not 
now be interfered with,—-but that its result must 
stand as it was declared. 

_ The remonstrants then proceed to object to the 
proceedings at the two adjourned meetings. 

And to the proceedings at the first of the adjourn- 
ed meetings, holden on the 15th day of December, 
their objection is this,-—‘‘ That the votes of sundry 
persons, not at the time residents of the Ward, were 
received. Votes that had been refused at the first 
meeting, were received at this, and what was held 
illegal at the first, was considered legal at the second 
meeting.” 

As to the first specification, it was satisfactorily 
proved to the Committee, that sundry persons, non- 
residents of the Ward, but whose names, were borne 
on the list, in consequence of their having previously 
resided in the Ward, did vote at this meeting ;——and 


also that one or two inhabitants of Charlestown, — 


whose names were also on the lists, from the same 
cause, voted at this meeting. How far, it is compe- 
tent for a Committee to go behind the Ward lists ;-—— 


15 


whether they are bound by those lists, and are only to 
ascertain, whether any person voted whose name was 
not on the list, or was deprived of his vote, if his 
name was on,——or whether they are to go into the 
general subject, of who are or who are not, legal 
voters, without reference to the fact, whether or not 
the names of such persons are borne on the lists,—— 
is a most important question, and one which the 
Committee believe, 1s, under the mode of ballot- 
ing directed by our City Charter, not wholly set- 
tled. Your Committee do not enter into it now, be- 
cause they deem it immaterial to the determination 
of the present case. ‘The names of all the persons 
under consideration were borne upon the Ward lists. 
But whether or not, for that cause, they are to be 
deemed legal voters, becomes unimportant in the 
present case,—because from the evidence at the 
hearing, it was not, and could not be made to appear, 
how many cases there were, nor what ballots the 
persons gaye in. Of course, it did not, and could 
not appear, that the result of the election was varied 
or affected by the reception of these ballots,—and 
so, within the rule laid down before, there was noth- 
ing to cause the result of this meeting to be declared 
Invalid. 

As to the second specification, in the remonstrants’ 
objection to the first adjourned meeting, viz. ‘ that 
votes were received at this meeting, which had been 
refused at the former one,”—it appeared that in two 
cases, the Warden, at the first meeting, gave an 
opinion, excluding the votes for Common Council- 
men, of non-residents of the Ward, but whose names 
were on the list,—while, at the second meeting, 
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having, as he stated, been shewn an opinion of the 
City Solicitor upon the subject, he changed his opin- 
ion, and permitted at the second meeting, what he 
had refused at the first. But as stated in regard to 
the first specification, it did not appear that the re- 
sult was, in any way, affected by it. The Commit- 
tee are, therefore, of opinion, that the proceedings 
of the first adjourned meeting, are to be considered 
as valid,—and that the result should stand, as it was 
declared. Indeed, little, if any, stress was laid by 
the remonstrants at the hearing, upon their objec- 
tions to this first adjourned meeting. 

The last ground of objection taken by the remon- 
strants, applies exclusively to the second adjourned 
meeting, holden on the 17th December,—and is this, 
—that this ‘¢ meeting was legally adjourned without 
day, before any balloting commenced, and therefore 
no choice of any officer could be made or declared, 
after such legal adjournment without day.” 

Much evidence was introduced before the Com- 
mittee, relative to the proceedings at this second 
adjourned meeting. And the Committee, in the 
early part of their investigation, supposed that the 
validity of the adjournment without day, would de- 
pend, in some degree, upon the nature of those pro- 
ceedings,—and also upon the question, whether, 
under the provision of the City Charter (Sect. 7) 
that ‘in case four persons are not chosen at the first 
ballot, a new ballot shali be opened for a number of 
Common Councilmen, sufficient to complete the 
number of four ;—and the same proveedings shall be 
had, as before directed, until the number of four 
shall be duly chosen,’?—whether, under this pro- 
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vision, an adjournment without day could legally be 
had, so long as a vacancy had been declared, and was 
recorded to exist. With this idea, the Committee 
proposed a question to the City Solicitor, which, 
with his answer thereto, is appended to this report. 

But after such question had been submitted to the 
Solicitor, this second adjourned meeting presented 
itself in another light to the Committee, which ren- 
dered a consideration of the proceedings which took 
place at it, and also the question they had proposed, 
wholly useless. It is, therefore, without any refer- 
ence to the proccedings at this meeting,—or to the 
question above stated, upon which they at first 
thought their opinion must depend, that they proceed 
to state the result of their deliberations as to the 
validity of this adjournment without day. 

The single question is, whether that adjournment 
was a valid one. If it was so, upon any ground,— 
whether on that, on which it was moved and carried, 
or not,——and even if clearly not valid on that, yet 
valid on any other,—it must, of course, be sustained, 
and all subsequent proceedings be considered as void. 

Now the City Charter, after making the provision 
just now queted, in regard to opening a second _bal- 
lot, adds the following proviso,—‘“ that if the said 
elections cannot conveniently be completed. in such 
day, the same may be adjourned to another day, for 
that purpose, not longer distant than three days.” 

Upon this proviso, an opinion of the City Solici- 
tor was given to the Committee on Elections on the 
part of the Common Council in the year 1835,—the 
original of which is now on the files of the Common 


Council for that year. In answer to the question 
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then proposed to him, which was, whether the ’pro- 
viso just quoted, allowed of more than one adjourn- 
ment within the three days,—while he says, that a 
liberal construction of the proviso, would allow of 
more than one adjournment within “ the three days,” 
he adds,—— 

‘¢ When therefore, the Charter says, in the present 
instance, that the elections may be ‘adjourned to 
another day,’ I think it must be considered as merely 
equivalent to saying, that the meeting may be ‘ ad- 
journed ;’? and as the objects of such adjournment, 
may require more than one day, the Legislature 
have allowed more ;—but at the same time, have 
thought fit to prescribe some limits (the three 
days) in order that the elections throughout the 
City should, at all events, be completed within a 
reasonable time for the organization of the Govern- 
ment.” 

Feeling themselves as imperatively bound by this 
construction of the proviso in the Charter, as if it 
had been addressed directly to the Committee,— 
and understanding by it,—that while any number of 
adjournments of a ward meeting for the choice of 
Common Councilmen, may be had, within the limit 
of three days from the first meeting,—yet that no 
meeting can legally be adjourned, beyond that limit, 
—the Committee, seeing by the Clerk’s records, 
that this second adjourned meeting was holden five 
days after the first meeting, and so beyond the limits 
fixed by the City Charter, are irresistibly brought 
to the conclusion, that for this cause alone, and 
without reference to any thing else, the second ad- 
journed meeting was an illegal one,—and of course, 
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that any elections or proceedings had at such meet- 
ing, are void and of no effect. 

The Committee having thus examined, as fully as 
their importance demanded, the several points sub- 
mitted to them,—and given their opinion upon them 
severally, have only, in conclusion, as the result of 
their labors, to submit the following resolves. 


For the Committee, 


JONA. CHAPMAN, Chairman. 


In Common Council, January 26, 1837. 


Resolved,—That Messrs. John Boles, and Asa B. 
Snow, two of the members returned from Ward 
three, to this Council, were duly elected, and are 
entitled to their seats. 


Resolved,—That Jason D. Battles, one of the 
members returned from Ward three, to this Council, 
having been chosen at an adjourned meeting of that 
Ward, holden more than three days after the first 
meeting for the choice of Common Councilmen, was 
not, on that account, duly elected, and is not entitled 
to his seat. 
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Jona. Cuapman, Esa. 
Chairman of the Committee on Elections. 
City Soxuicitor’s OFFIce, 
| January 24, 1837, 
SIR, 

I have considered the questions referred to me by 
the Committee on Elections, and beg leave to sub- 
mit the following answers. 

1. The first question is—‘ If the reception of a 
ballot illegally excluded, at an election of Common 
Councilmen, would have caused a choice of two 
persons, are such persons entitled to their seats P” 

In answer to this question, I beg leave to observe, 
that there being no express provisions of law, and no 
settled practice in the City Government, to which 
reference can be had on this point, it would seem to 
be the safest course to be governed by the rules and 
practice of the House of Representatives of our 
own Commonwealth in similar cases. 

By the ‘“ Reports of Contested Elections,” pub- 
lished by order of the House of Representatives, it 
appears to be the established rule of that body, that 
if votes sufficient to change’the majority, at an elec- 
tion, are illegally refused or illegally received, the 
election 1s void; and a new election must be had. 
‘In conformity with this rule, therefore, I should say, 
in answer.to the question proposed, that the election 
is void, and the two persons mentioned are not en- 
titled to their seats. 

2. The second question proposed -is. as follows: 
‘If, at the close of one meeting of a ward, a va- 
cancy 1s declared to exist, as to one Common Coun- 
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cilman, and it is thereupon voted, that the meeting 
be adjourned to a day and hour fixed, (which day is 
within the period allowed by the City Charter,) and 
it is also voted that the polls on that day be kept 
open till a certain hour,—is an adjournment sine die 
of such last meeting, moved on the ground that a 
vacancy does not in fact exist, and carried, before 
any balloting or other proceedings are had, legal and 
valid ??? 

I beg leave, in the first place to observe, that in 
this question it seems to be assumed, that the legal- 
ity of a vote may depend upon the motives of those 
who passed it; but, in a legal view, this inquiry 
would not be made ; it would simply be, whether a 
vote was in iact passed, and not, what was the mo- 
tive for passing it. In this view of the subject, 
therefore, the Common Council, as the body ap- 
pointed by the City Charter to be the ultimate 
judges of the electious of its members, will merely 
inquire into the fact, whether the election has been 
completed or not. 

The right of adjournment may, it is true, be erro- 
neously exercised ; but an adjournment may be hon- 
estly made by the meeting under a mistaken view 
of the law, or of the facts in the case before them. 
It may happen, for instance, that a candidate may 
be elected, whom all parties supposed at the time to 
be qualified; and yet, upon investigation, it may 
clearly appear, that he was under some disqualifica- 
tion, which, if it were known at the time, would 
_ have prevented his nomination. In these and other 
cases of the kind, the Common Council, as the ulti- 
mate judges, will, as before observed, inquire into 
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the fact, whether the election has been completed or 
not; and if not completed, whether by accident, 
mistake, or otherwise, they will take the necessary 
measures to complete them. 
I am, sir, 
Your obedient and humble servant, 


JOHN PICKERING, City Solicitor. 
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To the Committee on Elections of the Common Council. 


City Soricrror’s OFrice, 
March 17, 1835. 


GENTLEMEN: 


I have considered the question submitted to me 
by you, viz. 

Does that provision of the 7th section of the City 
Charter which directs “ that if the ward elections 
cannot be conveniently completed on the first day, 
the same may be adjourned to another day, for that 
purpose, no longer distant than three days,” allow 
of more than one adjournment within the three 
days P 

Though the terms of this section by itself may 
appear, at first view, to require a strict construction 
and to limit the inhabitants toa single adjournment 
within the period of the three days, yet upon taking 
the whole charter together, and considering the ob- 
jects contemplated in the law, I am inclined to the 
opinion, that the expression in this instance is to be 
more liberally construed, and that there may be 
more than one adjournment, (within the limited 
time) if the progress of the election shall render it 


necessary. 
The object of the Legislature evidently was, that 


the citizens might have a sufficient opportunity 
of completing their elections within a reasonable 
period. This object might be defeated by allowing 
only one adjournment; and, as the elective franchise 
is among those invaluable rights which the citizens 
would most reluctantly give up, or suffer to be re- 
strained, it will not be safe to presume, that such 
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was the intention of the Legislature; such an inten- 
tion, in derogation of the right of suffrage, must rest 
upon the plain and unequivocal language of the laws. 

When, therefore, the Charter says in the present 
instance, that the elections may be “adjourned to 
another day,” I think it must be considered as mere- 
ly equivalent to saying, that the meeting may be 
‘¢ adjourned ;” and, as the objects of such adjourn- 
ment may require more than one day, the Legisla- 
ture have allowed more; but at the same time have 
thought fit to prescribe some limits (the three days) 


in order that the elections throughout the City. 


should, at all events, be completed within a reason- 
able time for the organization of the government. 


I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


JOHN PICKERING, City Solicitor. 


Cérishon Council, No. 3....1837. 


CITY OF BOSTON, 
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In Common Council, March 23, 1837. 


The following Report and Order having been read, 
- Were, upon motion of Mr. Waters, laid on the table 
and ordered to be printed for the use of the Council. 


Attest, Ricuarp G. Warr, Clerk C. C. 


Boston, City Council, March, 1837. 


The Committee on the Jail, and Houses of Indus- 
try, &c., to whom was referred the Memorial of John 
Tappan and others, respecting vagrant children, have 
had the same under consideration, and ask leave re- 
spectfully to 


REPORTS 


That the subject brought before the City Council 
by that memorial, of the proper mode of treatment 
of vagrant children, is one of very great difficulty, as 
well as interest, requiring the careful consideration of 
many opposing evils, a scrupulous regard to the rights 
of persons, and attention to the danger of opening 
new sources of mischief, while engaged in closing that 
which is immediately before us. It is distressing to see 
hundreds of children growing up with an education, 
the natural effect of which is to conduct them to the 
penitentiary or the scaffold; and philanthropy will 
leave no effort untried to rescue such children from 
the impending danger, that may be found consistent 
with those personal rights, duties, and responsibilities 
which are made obligatory by the order of Provi- 
dence, or are secured by the political constitution 
under which we live. 

The petition of John Tappan and others is to the 
effect that application may be made to the Legislature 
for the passage of such new laws as may enable the 
City Authorities to take up vagrant children and send 
them to the House of Reformation. ‘There are some 
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objections to this course which may be regarded by a 
portion of the Committee as of great moment. ‘They 
thought also, (and in this the majority of the Com- 
mittee concurred,) that there were other modes by 
which the evil complained of in the memorial might 
be alleviated. A large proportion of the children 
now found rambling about the wharves, and other 
places of exposure and temptation, are of that class 
who are too old for the primary schools, and are not 
qualified for admission into the grammar schools. 
Some of these children have attended the primary 
schools for a time, and are dismissed from them as too 
old, or otherwise unfit, and others are the children of 
foreigners, or citizens from other states, who have never 
had even that advantage, and have little opportunity 
for any education but that of vice. If provision 
could be made for the intellectual and moral educa- 
tion of such children of this description as might be 
induced by the actively benevolent to attend schools 
suited to them, the class known as vagrants would be 
most materially diminished. ‘Two modes of efflect- 
ing this object have been suggested to the Commit- 
tee, first, by creating one or more schools especially 
to give such children the instruction necessary to fit 
them for the grammar schools, and the other, by dis- 
tributing them according to their vicinity among the 
grammar schools at once, merely placing them in a 
class ‘by themselves, till. they were fit for arrange- 
ment in the regular classes. ‘To the former mode 
the attention of the City Council was called, some- 
what less than two years ago, and it was then deemed 
inexpedient to make so serious an innovation on the 
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system of our public schools, a system of unexampled 
liberality and extraordinary success, till all other 
means of remedying the evil had been found insuffi- 
cient. With this view it was recommended to the 
School Committee to make a regulation requiring 
the masters of the grammar schools to receive such 
children as were too old for the primary schools, and 
to provide means of fitting them for progress in the 
classes of the grammar school. In former times this 
has been done to a great extent, without inconveni- 
ence to the grammar masters, and may, without 
doubt, be again practised. If those who are engag- 
ed in the service of the ministry at large, or those 
who are benevolently disposed in this particular mat- 
ter would take the trouble to urge upon parents the © 
importance of sending their children to school, and 
would find a place for them no doubt the number of 
vagrant children would be materially diminished. 

But still a large number would probably continue 
to be voluntarily idle and dissolute ; some from the bad 
influence and example of parents, some from natural 
disposition, and some from ignorance of any better 
mode of disposing of their time; and of these no 
small proportion would be the children of foreigners 
or strangers. With such, a different course should be 
pursued, and if arrangements could be made for the 
regular administration of the laws, im some mode 
which should not devolve upon the benevolent an un- 
reasonable or excessive share of a public burden, the 
Committee believe that all would be effected which 
is either practicable or desirable. With the object of 
expressing their own views as to the best remedy, 
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and ascertaining those of the Council, the Committee 
have instructed me to report the following Order. 


For the Committee, 


SAML. A. ELIOT. 


Ordered, ‘That the Mayor be instructed to apply to 
the Legislature for the passage of an act in addition 
to “‘ An act concerning Juvenile Offenders in the City 
of Boston” providing for the creation of a Board to 
consist of the Mayor and the Overseers of the Poor 
for the time being, who shall have authority to hear 
complaints, against idle and dissolute children, with 
power to send the same to the House of Industry or 
House of Reformation, as said Board of Mayor and 
Overseers of the Poor may judge expedient, and con- 
ferrmg on said Board the same powers as are given 
to the Justices of the Police Court in the act con- 
cerning Juvenile Offenders; the said Board to hold 
a session once in every month to hear and determine 
complaints as aforesaid, subject to the right of ap- 
peal from their decisions. 


e 


augptiemnetns Sy oats ae 10) engl los 


sri A ah 7h 


a ae aah) ert a. allot epht Aa vs 
oo oa oe vine ode 


a): ‘dais oem 


4 Sysoiicad 161 Rt “be NE: jae 


4 
ow tae ae 4st 
‘ Q r : * P 
ti TiMiis i} Rapouetent. ‘ed * IE NW 
ex? "Thy i Md . ss 
\ gROMRBIba ct 95; 0G to, ogkerng adh 
HUD diay EtOH ONO ang seg 
. mig ¥ " ’ 
i Pil meta ee a io dOieow a3 ORs 
-, J oe t 
7 4 att} i 79k), OG3 fas 
2 Py ' rs 


: c Sam of PS i « d 
0  eveubul if PPP el i Ath aif rt 
oT) : : ia “we * 
: 4 


bays. sorely, to, Liyeott bing whi a 
“GX pas. Rite roibog rong bad: enitl, 10" 


oe 
ot 


“patie pin eR os Oy DUA ‘oli, bua 
109, Jor wah -94 Pps colitis onli: +10; 


a x 
van 


bts TT byanicrt : bainse ols vg exphaslt 2 we 
‘ galerrotol ban work oF Wretmat Tr ihe 
“ge! To wag i" wits oF, 3 Fa | cchithn Lata oni 
, ‘i cage Ug las uae ue 
pists ct - : ee tant Ce SPUN 
- a : | ie ee 
r y a git as bs " ‘ 
: init F thi, Ate: 
ahaa Ti) ATT aA Pox rary tach he J hes be 
J 7 ? boas ¥ a at: 
J * fe mk P 2 ¥ * : j oi 


a ‘e rae it ats omer 7 die be Pi lad 


‘ y 
xs 
ve yi eke 
’ b 
» 
4 P ¥ 
' 4 > 
- 
5 Ma P 
‘ a 
* A ¢ + | 
, \ y 4 ei 
ae ‘ ) 
i ‘ 


£597 


et ir id as y! fit La na Umea: ity 
ty Bir. A or 4% pi ») . nil a. Ki 
rf, | M dd mee ls ‘ wea e a4; it § 
“ Aes itl ns A, up . 
ns a ns re | 

. gt ie ‘Nii Lhe 

Um rs ' aM g 


¥ 


Common Council, No. 4....1837. 


CITY OF BOSTON. 


In Common Council, March 23, 1837. 


On motion of Mr. Austin, the reading of the fol- 
lowing Report was dispensed with, and ordered to be 
printed for the use of the Council. 


Attest, Ricnarp G. Wait, Clerk C. C. 
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The Committee on Public Instruction, having had 
under consideration the expediency of establishing 
Intermediate Schools for vagrant and idle boys 
over seven years old, who are thereby excluded 
from the Primary Schools, and who are not qual- 
ified for the Grammar Schools, respectfully offer 
the following | 


REPORTS 


As the subject is one of great importance, and one 
which has for a number of years ocenpied the atten- 
tion, not only of the City Counsil and School Com- 
mittee, but of benevolent citizens, and filled their. 
minds with deep solicitude, your Commiitee have felt 
it their duty to lay before the Council the result of 
their reflections, somewhat in detail. 

Of the existence, to a certain degree, of the evil 
complained of, there can be no doubt, and our present 
inquiry is, whence does it arise, and in what way can 
it best be remedied 

It is said that there is a number of children over 
seven years old, and on that account not admissible 
into the Primary Schools, who are not qualified for 
the Engllsh Grammar Schools and consequently go at 
i large in idleness and mischief about the streets. And 
it is to accommodate these individuals that the estab- 
lishment of a new order of Schools is now required ; 
an order of a grade between the Primary and the 
Grammar Schools. 
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It may be well to look for a moment at the system 
of free schools maintained at this time with singular 
liberality by the City of Boston; and to see if the 
evil complained of springs from any defect in the sys- 
tem, or from some other cause. . 

Our Primary Schools, between seventy and eighty 
in number, scattered over all parts of the City even 
to the remotest corners, receive all children that are 
offered from the age of four years to seven. ‘They 
are instructed in reading, spelling, numerical charac- 
ters, &c. At the age of seven years they are admis- 
sible into the English Grammar Schools, if found on 
examination, “able to read easy prose.” ‘The Coun- 
cil will observe how slight are the qualifications, and 
how easy the terms of admission ; nothing more than 
to be seven years old and “able to read easy prose.” 
In this second grade of schools boys may continue 
seven years, till fourteen years old, and receive in- 
struction in reading, writing, English grammar, arith- 
metic, geography, history, natural philosophy, geom- 
etry, the constitution of our government, exercises in 
composition, &c. And those desirous of a more 
extensive education, may, at the age of twelve years, 
enter the English High School, and remain there 
three years ; making an entire course of uninterrupted 
schooling of eleven years. And those who make 
good use of their time will come out well versed in 
algebra, geometry, trigonometry, mensuration, survey- 
ing, navigation, book-keeping, logic, belles-lettres and 
the French language. Or, if a classical education be 
' desired, boys may, at the age of eleven years, enter 
the Latin School, to a course of instruction requiring 
five years, and qualifying them for admission to any 
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College or University in the United States ; bestow- 
ing, indeed, an education not much inferior to one in 
some of these colleges. 

Why is not this course complete? Where is the 
chasm, or the broken link in the chain? No one can 
say that there is not ample provision made, at the 
City’s expense, for every child that breathes within 
the limits of Boston, from the age of four years to 
fifteen or sixteen. And if parents will not send their 
children, it would seem that the fault is in them, and 
not in the System of schools. If the parts of this 
System be not exactly adapted to each other, the 
School Committee have the power to make them so, 
in as much as the means of instruction are amply 
furnished both for absolute ignorance, and for every 
grade of attainments, from the A B C to the oo 
walks of learning. 

But, it may be said, all this is of little avail to the 
unfortunate child, who cannot enter on the course at 
any point. Your Committee think there need be no 
such case. ‘The School Committee have the power 
and it is clearly their duty to adapt their regulations 
to the circumstances and the wants of the community, 
if they are not already so. | 

“About two years since the same complaint was 
made to the City Council as at present, accompanied 
by a like request for the establishment of intermediate 
Schools. The subject was laid before the School 
Committee by the Council ; and the School Commit- 
tee immediately passed the following order, which 
seemed then, and now seems to be the only proper 
remedy. 

‘Children over seven years of age, although not 
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possessing the necessary qualifications, may be ad- 
mitted by a special permit from the Sub-Committee 
of the School.” 

It was not intended that these children should be 
allowed to interrupt the order of the School, or to 
impede the progress of any class. But that they 
should be placed on a side form by themselves; and 
be taught for a few weeks by the highest boys in the 
School, till they could, without imterruption, join the 
lowest class and go on regularly. It has been said 
that some of the Masters object to this, as troublesome 
to them. ‘That such an arrangement must necessa- 
rily cause a little additional care and attention is ad- 
mitted. But this is no valid reason against it, if it 
be by far the least inconvenient and objectionable of 
all the modes of providing for these children, which 
have hitherto been suggested. And such your Com- 
mittee believe it to be. If a vigorous effort were 
made by the benevolent gentlemen, who from year to 
year make their complaint of idle and vagrant boys, 
these vagrants would in a few weeks, be gathered 
into the various English Grammar Schools, and in a 
few more weeks they would be qualified to join the 
lowest divisions in these Schools; and then it would 
be a rare occurrence to have a child of this descrip- 
tion offered for the extra form—too rare to be either 
the subject of anxiety to the City authorities, or of 
objection to the teachers of the Schools. 

Your Committee have confered with some of the 
most successful teachers of our Schools and find no 
objection on their part—on the contrary, they find 
that this course has been voluntarily adopted by them 
with little inconvenience and with complete success. 
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And it is believed that few, if any of the respectable 
teachers of our publle Schools would object, to a 
temporary inconvenience of this kind, especially as 
several hundred dollars have been added to their sal- 
aries during the past year. 

There is on file, the report of a joint committee of 
both branches of the City Council and of the School 
Committee recently made, which shows that but a 
small portion of the vagrant children are proper sub- 
jects of the kind of Schools proposed. It appears by 
this report that the number of vagrants is about 330 ; 
whose names, ages, and characters were obtained by the 
persevering vigilance of several police officers employed 
during several months for this purpose. Of this number 
80 were of a proper age for the Primary Schools ; and 
125 were between twelve and fifteen years old, who 
could read, and had been at School, but prefered a tru- 
ant and vagrant life. ‘Thus we find that over 200 of 
these idle vagrants, nearly two thirds of the number, 
are struck off from the list of those for whom the 
intermediate schools are desired, being either of a 
suitable age for the Primary Schools, or qualified for 
admission to the English Grammar Schools. Of the 
remaining third, many being the children of Roman 
Catholic parents, are not permitted by their spiritual 
guides to attend a Protestant School, and would not 
attend, if one were placed at their door. Others are 
destitute of decent apparel and unfit to attend any 
school. And some few are fit subjects for the special 
permits of the Sub-Committee to enter the English 
Grammar Schools, where they would soon be enabled 
to join the lowest regular class, as before intimated. 

It appears to the Committee that the evils com- 
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plained of cannot be charged to any fault mm the Sys- 
tem of our Schools; nor be remedied by creating a 
new order of Schools. But the difficulty lies in the 
wickedness and improvidence of parents—their want 
of government and control of their families, and the 
consequent vicious and truant habits of their children, 
who will not voluntarily submit to restraint; but go 
about the streets and wharves, not only living in idle- 
ness and vice themselves, but enticing others to fol- 
low their example. For these, the House of Refor- 
mation for juvenile offenders seems to be the proper 
place. For such that institution was designed. 

To these considerations others may be added, 
which, in the mind of the Committee, render the es- 
tablishment of intermediate Schools by the City not 
only inexpedient, but even objectionable. In the first 
place, as the children, for whose benefit these schools 
are proposed, are scattered throughout the City, the 
schools, to meet the exigency, must be somewhat 
numerous ; three are asked for by the petitioners. 
And, as from the character and habits of vagrant and 
idle boys of 8 to 12 years old, they cannot be consid- 
ered fit subjects for female discipline and government, 
a master must be provided for each school. The 
City then must provide a number of School houses— 
a number of School Masters, and establish a new order 
of Schools, simply to teach a given number of chil- 
dren now out of school “to read easy prose, and fit 
them to enter the English Grammar Schools. No 
person of practical knowledge will deny that boys 
from eight to twelve years of age can be made “to 
read easy prose” ina few months. Let us suppose 
then that we establish the intermediate Schools, and 
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that we bring in at once all the children in Boston unfit 
for the Primary, or the Grammar Schools; and that 
they are taught for three months, more or less, till all 
can read easy prose and enter the English Grammar 
Schools. Who is to take their places and fill up these 
intermediate Schools? It has been said, ‘the new 
comers into the City would supply these schools.” 
But your Committee cannot believe that any reflect- 
ing man will seriously maintain that the number of 
children coming from abroad unfit for amy School now 
existing, can be sufficient to support and fill this new 
order of Schools. For few in this neglected condi- 
tion come into, Boston, and these few are the chil- 
dren of Catholic Irish, who would be prevented by 
religious scruples from attending Protestant Schools. 
It would seem then that these intermediate Schools 
must be closed after a few months; or if not, that 
they will create the evils they were designed to re- 
move—that they will tend to encourage improvident 
parents in neglecting to send their children to the 
Primary Schools at a proper age. ‘They will tempt 
them to yield to their indolence and sensuality, and 
to employ their young children in gathering chips and 
in petty pilfering, while they spend for liquor the mo- 
ney which would be required for School-books and 
decent apparel, were their children sent to school. 
The probability is that the latter of \these evils 
would prevail, and that the children, which might and 
would have been taught in the Primary Schools un- 
der better auspices, with less exposure to their morals 
and at one fourth the expense, would from year to 
year be found perpetuating these gatherings of pre-. 
maturely vicious children, which, hke unsightly ex- 
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crescences, would destroy the symetry of our harmo- 
nious and beautiful System of Public Schools. A 
System which no one can say is incomplete, or inade- 
quate to the instruction of every moral being within 
the confines of Boston from the age of four to six- 
teen years—and which is maintained at an annual ex- 
pense to the City of more than one hundred and 
thirty thousand dollars. ‘This amount is not mention- 
ed as too great for such a system of free schools as 
the youth of Boston enjoy ; but as an honorable testi- 
mony 6f the wisdom and liberality of the City, and 
as too great a boon to be trifled with, or endangered 
by useless experiments. A reaction in public senti- 
ment should not be provoked. 

It is not unknown to some of the Council that a few 
benevolent individuals have already opened, at their 
own expense, one or two schools of the kind proposed, 
and your Committee have visited the same, and bear 
cheerful testimony to the usefulness of these interesting 
establishments. But in these several children were 
found with sufficient attainments to entitle them to a 
seat in the English Grammar Schools, while many oth- 
ers were found to be under seven years old and fit sub- 
jects for the Primary Schools. The field is one pe- 
culiarly adapted to the exercise of private charity and 
benevolence. For no permanent establishments are 
required—but temporary provisions for teaching the 
neglected children of poverty and vice sufficient of 
the elements of learning to enable them to join the 
public schools. ‘This would be a temporary aid to 
the system of public instruction, and not a permanent 
entering-wedge to divide and overthrow it. These 
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may be discontinued, and from time to time revived, 
should a recurrence of the same evil require it. 

Your Committee do not think favorably of collections 
of exclusively idle, vicious and indolent children. And 
as all are finally destined to the English Grammar 
Schools, their influence upon these Schools, would 
probably be less pernicious, were they placed there 
separately, as occasion should require, with better 
boys, where they would rather receive, than give a 
tone to morals. And your Committee cannot but 
hope, now that the regulations of the School Commit- 
tee have been adapted to the emergency, and do open 
a school to every child within the City over four 
years old, whatever may be its knowledge or igno- 
rance, that the efforts of the benevolent, and especially 
of the Ministers at large, will be directed to inducing 
improvident parents to send their children to the 
schools already provided. And they recommend to 
the consideration of the Council wether some change 
cannot be made either in the existing law, or in the 
administration of it, by which boys may be placed in 
the House of Reformation for juvenile offenders, for a 
limited time, without being convicted of a criminal 
offence in open court. Many parents of disobedient, 
refractory, and truant boys, who have lost their con- 
trol over them, would gladly place their sons in the 
House of Reformation, could they do so without be- 
coming their accusers in court, and they are often the 
only competent witnesses. And many truant and va- 
grant boys, led astray by others, are so from associa- 
tion and habit—could they be placed under whole- 
some discipline for a time, sufficient to break up these 
habits and associations, they could be restored to 
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their natural guardians and supporters reformed in 
character, and the City freed from further expense for 
supporting them. ‘These boys, if placed in the insti- 
tution without a criminal sentence, would come out 
as fair in their characters as boys from the Farm 
School, on whom no criminal stain rests. 

Many parents, having lost their authority over their 
boys and unable to make them attend school, would 
willingly relinquish their parental right for a year or 
two, who would hesitate at placing them forever be- 
yond their control; as they must under the present 
law, unless the Directors see fit to restore them before 
they become of age. Could some such change be 
made in the manner of sending children to the House 
of Reformation for a limited time, without altering the 
law as it now stands for waqualified commitment ; 
and if, in addition to this, proper steps shonld be 
taken to get boys into the English Grammar Schools 
in conformity to the special regulation provided, the 
streets and wharves would soon be freed from the va- 
erants that infest them, and many bright and capable 
boys would be rescued from destruction, and made 
useful members of society. 

With these views of the subject your Committee 
cannot but hope that gentlemen will cease to urge the 
establishment of intermediate Schools; as they are 
unanimously of opinion that it is inexpedient for the 
City to establish such Schools ; 

All which is respectfully submitted. 


For the Committee, 


| B. A. GOULD. 
Boston, March 23d, 1837. | 
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Common Council, No. 5....1837. 


Cr@yYy OF BOSTON, 


2 ee See 


In Common Council, April 14, 1837. 


Mr. Williams, from the Joint Committee, to whom 
was referred the Auditor’s Report and Estimates, in 
reference to the Appropriations for the next financial 
year, submitted the following Report accompanied by 
two several Orders, which were read by their titles, 
passed to a second reading, and, together with the ac- 
companying documents, ordered to be printed for the 
use of the Council. 


Attest, Ricuarp G. Warr, Clerk. C. C. 
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City Council, Boston, April 13, 1837. 


The Committee to whom was referred the esti- 
mate of the Auditor for the expenses of the next 
year, and the resources which may be relied on to 
meet them, have examined them, and ask leave to 


REPORT: 


That they have endeavored to keep the regularly 
recurring appropriations of the City as nearly as pos- 
sible within the limits of former estimates, never ex- 
ceeding the sums voted last year, except in cases ren- 
dered necessary by the action of the City Govern- 
ment, as in the item of salaries of instructers of the 
public schools, or in those which were found inade- 
quate, and were subsequently augmented by the City 
Council, as in the appropriation for paving and repairs 
of strects. Some of the appropriations of last year 
were for expenditures peculiarly called for at that 
time, and have either been altogether omitted, or re- 
duced, as the circumstances of the case would allow, 
in the present estimate. In consequence of these re- 
ductions, the aggregate of the appropriations is less 
than that of last year, by the sum of $26,000, and it 
will probably be unnecessary to resort to a loan for 
any of the purposes mentioned in the schedule, unless 
it be for widening and extending streets ;\ and for this 
it is impossible to anticipate with precision how much 
may be called for. The Committee thought that if 
more should be wanted than the sum named, it would 
be a fair subject for a loan. 

A report of the Committee on salaries of city offi- 
cers having been accepted in the Board of Aldermen, 
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by which an addition of about $2,800 was made to 
the total amount, the Committee deemed it expedient 
to add such a sum to the appropriation as would cover 
that addition, provided the Common Council should 
concur in the advance proposed. If no increase should 
be given, the amount might hereafter be withdrawn. 

The Committee have also recommended the with- 
drawal of a considerable sum from the appropriation 
for the overseers of the poor, being an amount equal 
to that appropriated last year for the distribution of 
wood and money in the several Wards. This they 
have done from the persuasion, that the relief afford- 
ed in this manner is less effective than might be given 
by a similar amount of money, if otherwise managed, 
and that the funds in the hands of the Overseers of 
the Poor, would perhaps be often devoted to the relief 
of the same class of destitute persons as now derive 
benefit from the City tax. The Committee thought 
it objectionable that so large an amount should be 
placed at the discretion of a board in which frequent 
changes occur, that, of course, produce frequent 
changes in the mode of distribution, and they were 
encouraged to propose the experiment by the success 
of a similar one in a sister City. 

These changes in the appropriations will reduce the 
ageregate amount about $6,000; but as this sum is 
too small to have a perceptible effect on the tax of the 
year, they recommend the addition of it to the re- 
served fund. In conformity with these suggestions, 
the Committee ask leave to submit the accompanying 
orders. 

For the Committee, 


SAML. A. ELIOT, Chairman. 
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CTT Y OF BOS T One 


An Order relative to Specific Appropriations. 


It is hereby ordered by the City Council, That to 
defray the expenses of the City of Boston, and the 
County of Suffolk, for the next financial year, which 
commences on the first day of May, one thousand 
eight hundred and thirty-seven, and closes on the 
thirtieth day of April, one thousand eight hundred and 
thirty-eight, the following sums of money be, and the 
same are hereby, respectively, appropriated ;—that is 
to say,— pie 

For Salaries of the Instructers of all ni Schools, 
except the Primary Schools, siaty thousand dollars. 

For the usual annual expenses of the Primary 
Schools, twenty-five thousand dollars. 

For Repairs, fuel, and other contingent expenses, of 
all the Schools, except the Primary Schools, ten thou- 
sand dollars. 

For Repairs of Public Buildings, four thousand dol- 
lars. 

For the purchase of land, and erection of buildings, 
for the accommodation of Primary Schools, twelve 
thousand and jfwe hundred dollars. 

For Burial Grounds, Public ‘Tombs, and Funeral 
Cars, three thousand and fiwe hundred dollars. 

For care and improvement of the Public Lands, 
and preparing them for sale, five thousand dollars. 

For Paving and Repairs of Streets, forty thousand 
dollars. 

For Widening and Extending Streets, fifiy thou- 
sand dollars. 
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For Repairs of the Bridges belonging to the City, 
two thousand dollars. 

For Salaries of all City and County Officers, thirty- 
six thousand dollars. 

For the City Watch, twenty-five thousand dollars. 

For Lamps, Oil, Gas, and Superintendence, eight- 
een thousand dollars. 

For fixtures to extend the use of Gas, in lighting the 
Streets of the City, one thousand and fiwe hundred 
dollars. 

For the Fire Department, exclusive of Engine 
Houses, fifteen thousand dollars. 

For the Erection, rent, and repairs, of Engine and 
Hook and Ladder Houses, erght thousand dollars. 

For Bells and Clocks, one thousand dollars. 

For Constables, two thousand dollars. 

For care and improvement of the Common, Malls, 
Lands west of Charles Street, Fort Hill, and-Copp’s 
Hill, two thousand dollars. 

For completing the Sidewalks around the Com- 
mon, laying out and grading the new Mall through 
the Burial Ground, and such other improvements as 
are rendered necessary by the construction of the Iron 
Fence, five thousand dollars. 

For Common Sewers, Wells, and Pumps, four thou- 
sand dollars. 

For building Reservoirs, ten thousand dollars. 

For the payment of two Annuities:—one for the 
purchase of George’s and Lovell’s Islands, the other 
for a compensation for a life estate in land taken by 
the City, siz hundred and twenty-five dollars. 

For payments for Militia duty, under a law of the 
Commonwealth, three thousand dollars. 
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For Printing and Stationary, three thousand dollars. 
_ For the Internal Health Department ;—including 
sweeping the Streets, and removing House Dirt and 
other nuisances, twenty-six thousand dollars. 

For the External Health Department ;—expenses 
of Quarantine, including repairs of the buildings on 
Rainsford Island, two thousand dollars. 

For the Overseers of the Poor, besides moneys re- 
ceived for the support of Poor belonging to other 
towns, (all moneys accruing for the support of State 
Paupers to be paid into the City Treasury, ) Jive thou- 
sand six hundred and seventy-five dollars. ! 

For the Directors of the House of Industry ;—be- 
sides income from the establishment at South Boston, 
and moneys received for the support of Poor belong- 
ing to other ‘Towns, (all moneys accruing for the sup- 
port of State Paupers to be paid into the City "Treas- 
ury,) twenty-one thousand dollars. 

For the Establishment for the employment and re- - 
formation of Juvenile Offenders, seven thousand dol- 
lars. 

For completing the west wing of the House of Cor- 
rection, at South Boston, six thousand dollars. 

For the County of Suffolk ;—including expenses 
of the Courts, Jails, House of Correction, and all 
other charges except Salaries, thirty one thousand and 
Jive hundred dollars. 

For payment of Interest on the Public Debt of the 
City, seventy-five thousand dollars. 

For the reduction of the Principal of the Public 
Debt of the City, fifteen thousand dollars. 
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For Incidental Expenses, and Miscellaneous Claims; 
—not justly chargeable to any of the foregoing heads 
of Appropriation, five thousand dollars. 

For a Reserved Fund :—to be applied to such pur- 
poses as the City Council may hereafter deem proper, 
nineteen thousand seven hundred dollars. 


And it is further Ordered, ‘That no excess in any 
of the respective Appropriations aforegoing shall be 
allowed by the Auditor of Accounts, or paid by the 
Treasurer of the City and County, unless authorized 


by an Order of the City Council. 


OTE fOUr BOS T:On. 


An Order levying a ‘Tax, to defray the expenses of 
the City of Boston, and the County of Suffolk, dur- 
ing the next financial year. 

Ordered, 'Vhat the sum of four hundred and sizty 
thousand dollars be raised by Assessment on the Polls 
and Estates of the Inhabitants of this City, agreea- 
bly to law, to pay the current expenses of the City of 
Boston, and the County of Suffolk, during the finan- 
cial year which will commence on the first day of 
May, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-seven, 
and will close on the thirtieth day of April, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and thirty-eight. 


CITY OF BOSTON. 
Auditor’s Office, February 28th, 1837. 


The Auditor of Accounts respectfully submits to 
the City Council, herewith, an Estimate of the 
amount of moneys necessary to be raised, for the 
purposes of the ensuing financial year, which will 
commence on the first day of May next, and will 
close on the thirtieth day of April, 1838. He, also, 
submits, in this Connection, an Estimate of the Ways 
and Means which are to be relied on to meet the con- 
templated Expenditures of the year. 

The Auditor has included in this Estimate the sum 
of $6,000 for completing the west wing of the 
House of Correction, which is about the amount of 
the unexpended balance of the present year’s Appro- 
priation for that object :—and, also, in addition to the 
usual annual Appropriation for the Common, Malls, 
&c.—the sum of five thousand dollars, which is the 
estimated cost of completing the sidewalks around 
the exterior line of the Common, laying out and grad- 
ing the new Mall through the Burial Ground on 
Boylston Street, and some other improvements which 
are consequent upon the erection of the Iron Fence 
around the Common. 

With these two exceptions, the items included in 
the present Estimate are for the ordinary, and annu- 
ally occurring, expenses of the City Government ;— 
with such additions only to their respective amounts 
as will serve to meet the anticipated necessities of 
the financial year. The estimated Appropriation for 
the Salaries of the Instructers of the Public Schools 
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has been increased, to meet a very considerable in- 
crease of those Salaries by the School Committee of 
the last year, and, also, the establishment of a new 
School at East Boston. The Estimate for the Pri- 
mary Schools is, also, enlarged,—to defray the m- 
crease, by the City Council, of the Teacher’s salaries, 
and the establishment of several new Schools, by the 
Primary School Committee. 

The amounts specified in the Estimate now sub- 
mitted by the Auditor, have been obtained, principally, 
by consultation with the Boards and Officers having 
charge of the respective expenditures—and the writ- 
ten Estimates furnished by the Boards of Overseers 
of the Poor, and Directors of the Houses of Indus- 
try and Reformation, are respectfully submitted, as 
part of this Report. 

The aggregate amount of the Estimate of Appro- 
priations now submitted, falls short of the amount of 
Appropriations granted by the City Council for the 
service of the present financial year, in the sum of 
$26,000. Among the estimated amounts to meet 
the expenditures of the present financial year, was a 
permanent Loan of $40,000,—which was then justi- 
fiable, on the ground that the last Appropriation bill 
contained provisions for the erection of the lron Fence 
around the Common, and several other items, which 
Were permanent improvements, and not of ordinary 
occurrence. But, as the Appropriations indicated in 
the present Estimate are for the usual purposes of the 
City Government, the Auditor respectively submits 
that they are not proper objects for the contraction of 
a Debt, and that they ought to be defrayed from In- 
come raised within the year. With this view, the 
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Auditor begs leave to recommend to the City Coun- 
cil that the Tax should be increased, from the amount 
assessed the last year, in the sum of $15,000,— 
which increase, together with the diminution of the 
aggregate of Appropriation, as before-mentioned, will 
render any permanent Loan unnecessary, for the pur- 
pose of meeting the Appropriations contemplated in 
this Estimate :—and this proposed addition to the 
Tax may, probably, be made, without any increase of 
the ratio of taxation. 


All which is respectfully submitted to the City 
Council. 


WM. HAYDEN, Jr. Auditor. 


In the Board of Aldermen, March 21, 1837. 


Read, and, with the accompanying documents, re- 
ferred to the Mayor, Aldermen Farnam, Wetmore 
and Quincy, with such as the Common Council may 
join, to consider and report. 


Sent down for concurrence. 


SAMUEL. A. ELIOT, Mayor. 


In Common Council, March 23, 1837. 


Read and concurred, and the Committee on Fi- 
nance on the part of the Common Council are joined. 


PH. MARETT, President. 
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An Estimate of the amount of money necessary to 
be raised, to defray the expenses of the City of Bos- 
ton, and the County of Suffolk, during the ensuing 
financial year, which will commence on the first day 
of May, 1837, and will close on the thirtieth day of 
April, 1838. 


For Salaries of the Instructers of all the Séhioats! 


except the Primary Schools — - - 60,000 00 
For the usual annual expenses of the Pri- 
mary Schools - - - - 25,000 00 


For Repairs, fuel, and other contingent 

expenses, of all the Schools, except 

the Primary Schools - - - 10,000 00 
For Repairs of Public Buildings - - 4,000 00 
For the Purchase of land, and erection 

of buildings, for the accommodation of 


Primary Schools — - - - 12,500 00 
For Burial Grounds, Public Tombs, aia 
Funeral Cars - - - - 3,500 00 


For care and improvement of the Public 

Lands, and preparing them for sale 5,000 00 
For Paving and Repairs of Streets 40,000 00 
For Widening and extending Streets 50,000 00 
For Repairs of the Pees belene ite to’ 


the City - - 2,000 00 
For Salaries of all City ai Goiiity 

Officers - - - - - 33,000 00 
For the City Watch - - - - 25,000 00 
For Lamps, Oil, Gas, and Superintend- 

ence - - - . - - 18,000 00 


Amount carried forward 288,000 00 
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Amount brought forward 288,000 00 
For fixtures to extend the use of Gas, in : 
lighting the Streets of the City 1,500 00 
For the Fire Department, exclusive of 
Engine Houses - - - - 15,000 00 


For the Erection, rent, and repairs, of 


Engine and Hook and Ladder Houses 8,000 00 
For Bells and Clocks - - - 1,000 00 
For Constables - - - - - 2,000 00 
For the care and improvement of the Com- 

mon, Malls, Lands west of Charles 

Street, Fort Hill, and Copp’s Hill - 2,000 00 
For completing the Sidewalks around the 

Common, laying out and grading the 

new Mall through the Burial Ground, 

and such other improvements as are 

rendered necessary by the construction 


of the Iron Fence - - - - 8,000 00 
For Common Sewers, Wells, and Pumps 4,000 00 
For building Reservoirs - - - 10,000 00 


For the payment of two Annuities :— 
one for the purchase of George’s and 
Lovell’s Islands, the other as a compen- 
sation for a life Estate in land taken 


by the City - - - - - 625 00 
For payments of Militia duty, under a 

law of the Commonwealth - - 93,000 00 
For Printing and Stationary - - 3,000 00 


For the Internal Health Department, in- 

_ cluding sweeping the Streets, and re- 
moving House Dirt and other nuisan- | 
ces - - - - - - 26,000 0 


Amount carried forward 369,125 00 
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Amount brought forward 

For the External Health Department ;— 
expenses of Quarantine, including re- 
pairs of the buildings on Rainsford Isl- 
and BO ea 0! me - 

For the Overseers of the Poor, besides 


moneys received for the support of — 


Poor belonging to other towns, (all 
moneys accruing for the support of 
State Paupers to be paid into the City 
Treasury,) - - - - - 
For the Directors of the House of Indus- 
try ;—besides income from the Estab- 
lishment at South Boston, and moneys 
received for the support of Poor he- 
longing to other ‘Towns, (all moneys 
accruing for the support of State Pau- 
pers to be paid into the City Treasury, ) 
For the Establishment for the Employ- 
ment and Reformation of Juvenile Of- 
fenders - - - - - - 
For completing the west wing of the 
House of Correction, at South Boston 
For the County of Suffolk ;—including 
expenses of the Courts, Jails, House 
of Correction, and all other charges, 
except salaries - - - - 
For the payment of Interest on the Pub- 
lic Debt of the City - - 
For the reduction of the Principal of the 
Public Debt of the City - - - 


541,300 O00 


Amount carried forward 


369,125 00 


2,000 00 


13,675 00 


21,000 00 


8,000 00 


6,000 00 


31,500 00 
75,000 00 


15,000. 00 
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Amount brought forward 5A 300 00 


For Incidental Expenses and Miscellane- 

ous Claims,—not justly chargeable to 

any of the saan heads of shins 

priation - - - 5,000 00 
For a Reserved F aie :—to ba appli 

to such purposes as the City Council 

may hereafter deem proper _ - - 13,700 00 


Making the whole amount of money ne- 
cessary to be raised, for the purposes __ 
of the next financial year - - 560,000 00 


Auditor’s Office, February 28th, 1837. 
WM. HAYDEN, Jr. Auditor. 


Estimate of Ways and Means to meet the Expen- 
ditures of the City of Boston, and the County of Suf- 
folk, during the next financial year, which commences 
on the first day of May, 1837, and closes on the thir- 
tieth day of April, 1838. 


Probable Income from City Rents - 34,000 00 
Interest on Bonds and Notes held by 


the City, and on Deposites in Bank - 10,000 00 
From the Commonwealth, for support 
-of State Paupers - - - - 14,000 00 


From the Health Department :—in- 
cluding Quarantine Fees, Funeral Fees, 


Amount carried forward 58,000 00 
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Amount brought forward 58,000 00 
and Sales of House Offal and Street 
Dirt - - - - - - 5,000 00 


From Certificates of Marriage, Fees 
for recording Mortgages of personal pro- 
perty, Licenses for public Exhibitions, 


&c.' as . . e . - 1,500 00 
From Assessments for Common Sew- 
ers. - - - - - - - 15,000 00 


From the County of Suffolk :—includ- 
ing County Rents, civil and criminal 
costs, fines, fees, jury verdicts, licenses 


to retailers, &c. - - - - 22,000 00 
From the Commonwealth, for Militia 

services - - - - - - 3,000 00 
From outstanding ‘Taxes, small debts, 

&c. - - - - - - 500 00 


Making the estimated Income of the 

City and County, independent of Taxes 105,000 00 
Proposed amount of ‘Tax | 

to be assessed, for the en- 


suing financial year - 460,000 00 
From which, deduct for 
probable abatements - 5,000 00 


Leaving the net amount to be realized 
from the tax of the year - : - 455,000 00 


And making the total Revenue cal- 
culated upon, for the financial year 
1837-38 - - - - $560,000 00 


Auditor’s Office, February 28th, 1837. ; 
WM. HAYDEN, Jr., Auditor. 
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Estimate of the Appropriation necessary for the 
Board of Overseers of Poor of this City, for the finan- 
cial year, commencing May 1, 1837, and ending April 
30, 1838. 

Pensions and Grants = - = - 3,000 00 

Support of Paupers in Insane Hospital 150 00 

Coffins, Burials and conveying the 
dead for interment for City, State and 


other Paupers - - - - 850 00 
Secretary’s Salary - - - 800 00 
Expenses of City Paupers in other | 

Towns - - - - - - 650 00 


Fuel, Lights, Stationary and Postage 229 00 
Disbursments of Wood and Cash in © 

the several Wards as supplies for City, - 

State and other Paupers - - - 8,000 00 


$13,675 00 - 


The above is predicated on the expenses of last 
year which correspond nearly with the above items. 


DANIEL HENCHMAN, 


Committee on 


AMBROSE SEATON, A 
ccounts. 


JOSEPH HARTT, 


Estimate of appropriation for support of the House 
of Industry during the financial year, which will com- 
mence on the Ist of May, 1837. 

_ For Provisions — - . : - 11,600 00 
Salaries - - - - - 3,600 00 


Amount carried forward 15,200 00 - 
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Amount brought forward 15,200 00 
Clothing - - - - - 1,300 00 
Fuel and Light - - - 2,000 00 
Feed for Horses and Cattle - 700 00 
Hospital Stores on ley eee 250 00 
Transportation of Paupers - - 250 00 
Fuel and Light for Office - 150 00 
Books and Stationary for Schools 100 00 

Lumber for Coffins and repairs of 
Buildings - - - . 900 00 
Carriage hire for Directors - 150 00 
$21,000 00 


JOSEPH LEWIS, Jor Directors of H. 
ARTEMAS SIMONDS, J of Industry. 


Boston, Feb. 25, 1837. 


DANIEL HENCHMAN, Com. on Accounts 


Boston, February 25, 1837. 


Sir,—At a meeting of the Directors of the House 
of Reformation on the 20th instant, it was voted, 
That an appropriation of eight thousand dollars will 
be required for the maintenance of said House of Re- 
formation during the next financial year. 

Your obedient Servant, 


JOHN STIMPSON, CVk of Directors. 
To Wm. Haypen, Jr. Ese. City Auditor. 
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Common Council, No. 6— 1837. 


Cumry OF BOSTON, 


Se ee 


BOSTON 


In Common Council, March 30th, 1837. 


The communication of the Mayor relating to his 
interview with the Overseers of the Poor, was read, 
and referred to Messrs. Edwards, Carruth and Chap- 
man, to cause the same to be printed, together with 


such other information as they can acquire relative to 
said subject and that they may deem desirable to 


place before the Council. 
Attest, 
Ricuarp G. Wait, Clerk C. C. 
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Boston, March 27, 1837. 
To the City Council. 


In conformity with the Order passed by the City 
Council, | have had an interview with the Chairman of 
the Board of Overseers of the Poor, when the follow- 
ing particulars relating to the amount and investment 
of their funds were communicated to me; and as I can 
perceive no reason for withholding the information, 
I avail myself of the earliest opportunity to state it in 
reply to the inquiries of the Council on a subject of 
much interest. 

The total amount of funds-in the hands of the Over- 
seers of the Poor from private donations and bequests, 
including the Pemberton and other similar funds, is 
$109,780 at the par value of the eleven Boston Banks 
in which they are invested. ‘These investments are in 
sums varying from $2,850 which is the smallest, to 
$18,780 which is the largest sum in any one Bank. 
The Banks, in the order of the amount of investment 
in each, are the State, Massachusetts, Globe, Union, 
Washington, Columbian, Market, New England, Tre- 
mont, North, and Boston. Of these funds $64,550 
(or, at the cost, $66,350) constitute a general fund 
for certain purposes, specified by the donors, under 
such restrictions as seemed to them proper. A sum 
amounting at the present time, to $12,900 was given 
to the Overseers, by the late J. Boylston, the income 
of which by the terms of the donation, was to be 
given to relatives of the donor who might become desti- 
tute, in preference to others. Whatever surplus re- 
mains, after complying with this part of the bequest, is 
added to the interest of the general fund, and divided 
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with it for similar objects. Another fund, also given 
by Mr. Boylston, for the education of orphan Children 
under fourteen years of age, has, from want of objects 
contemplated by the donor, accumulated from $4,444, 
44 to $24,110 00, and is still growing. The sum of 
1,000 was given by the late Deacon Jonathan Ma- 
son, ‘‘ the interest of which was to be applied towards 
the support of a Minister of the Gospel for the Alms- 
house.”” ‘That fund now amounts to $6,720 and the 
interest is applied towards the support of a Chaplain 
at the House of Industry. ‘Two other funds, one of 
$1,000 (originally of $350) and the other of $500 
make up the amount first named. Of the two last, 
the Dexter fund, $1,000, is for fuel for the poor not 
in the Alms-house, the Jefferies fund $500 is for the 
benefit of those who are in the Alms-house. 

From this statement it appears that the use of the 
funds in the hands of the Overseers of the Poor as a 
Corporation established by law, is, in various ways, 
restricted by the terms of the donations; that most 
of those funds are for the benefit of citizens of Bos- 
ton; that several of them have accumulated, and that 
one is still increasing ; that the extent to which they 
shall be suffered to grow, or shall be applied to the 
prescribed objects, and thus relief be given to other 
means of charity in the city rests entirely on the judg- 
ment, and is exclusively under the control of the 
Board of Overseers of the Poor. Whether this is a 
state of things which should exist, or whether it would 
be better that all the modes of charity pursued by the 
city should be under one general supervision, and un- 
der the usual responsibility to the City Council, is 
for the Council and the citizens to determine. I can- 
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not perceive that any advantage arising from the pre- 
sent system is a counterbalance to the evil which en- 
sues from the complication of the business in so many 
hands, the danger of collision between independent 
Boards, and the tendency natural to all irresponsible 
bodies to conceal their transactions. Publicity is 
generally and justly regarded as the best security 
against abuse, and the convenience of having a sys- 
tem of charity adopted by the city, and pursued un- 
der the direction of one Board is too manifest to re- 
quire urging. In what manner this can be effected I 
must leave to the deliberations of the Council, with 
the conviction that their proceedings will be marked 
by regard to the public good, and a just deference to 
enlightened public opinion. 


SAML. A. ELIOT, Mayor. 


In the Board of Aldermen, March 27, 1837. 
Read and sent down. 


SAML. A. ELIOT, Mayor. 


AN ACT 


For incorporating the Overseers of the Poor of the 
Lown of Boston, passed April 25, 1772. 


Wuereas many charitably disposed persons have 
given and bequeathed considerable sums of money, 
and other interest and estate, to the poor of the town 
of Boston and their use ; and many other persons are 
well inclined to make charitable donations to the same 
good purpose ; but the Overseers of the Poor of the 
same town not being incorporated, the good intentions 
of those who have made, and those who incline to 
make such charitable donations, have been either 
wholly frustrated, or not carried into full effect : 

Be ut therefore enacted, by the Governor, Council, 
and House of Representatives, ‘That the Overseers for 
the time being of the Poor of the Town of Boston, in 
the County of Suffolk, and Province of the Massachu- 
setts Bay, be created, made, erected, and incorporated 
into a body politic, by the name of The Overseers of 
the Poor of the town of Boston, in the Province of the 
Massachusetts Bay, in New England ; and that they 
and their successors in said office have perpetual suc- 
cession by said name. 

Be it further enacted, That all and singular sum and 
sums of money, interest and estate, real or personal, 
of what name or nature soever heretofore given, or at 
any time hereafter to be given, granted, bequeathed or 
devised by any way or means whatsoever, to the poor 
of the town, or to their use, not exceeding the sums 
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and value in this act hereafter mentioned, be and the 
same hereby is, and shall be, to all intents and pur- 
poses, vested in the same Overseers and their said 
successors, in their said corporate capacity ; and they 
are hereby enabled in the same capacity to receive, 
manage, lease, let and dispose the same, according to 
their best discretion to and for the use and benefit of 
the poor of the said town. 

Provided always, and be it hereby enacted, that the 
said Overseers shall not be able to receive, or be ca- 
pable of having or holding any monies or personal 
estate of any kind or nature whatsoever, at any time, 
above and beyond the sum and amount of sixty thou- 
sand pounds lawful money of this province, account- 
ing and reckoning the whole monies and value of all 
the personal estate, personal securities, and choses in 
action, which they shall own or be vested withal in 
their corporate capacity together, and that all gifts 
and bequests of money, or personal estate of any 
kind, made to the said Corporation, or which by the 
tenor of this act they might take or be vested with, 
shall be utterly void at all times hereafter, when their 
whole stock in monies, personal securities, or choses 
in action, and personal estate, which the said Corpo- 
ration shall have, own, and be vested with the property 
of, shall, taken reckoned together, amount to the said 
sum of sixty thousand pounds. 

Be ut further enacted, That the said Overseers and 
their successors in said offlce, by the name aforesaid, 
have a perpetual succession, by that name to sue or 
be impleaded, by its said corporate name to purchase 
lands and hold them, not exceeding the sum of five 
hundred pounds lawful money by the year; and to 


7 


manage, lease, bargain and sell, or otherwise dispose 
of all or any part thereof, and do all acts as natural 
persons may, as from time to time the said Corpora- 
tion shall judge best for the benefit, advantage and 
use of said poor. 

Be it further enacted, 'That the said Corporation 
shall have a common seal and power; and said Cor- 
poration is hereby authorized to make by-laws and 
private statutes and ordinances, not repugnant to the 
laws of the land, for the better government of the 
said Corporation and its finances; to choose a treas- 
urer, clerk, and other subordinate officers, as from 
time to time shall be found necessary, and all or any 
of them again at pleasure to displace. 

Be it further enacted, 'That all instruments, which 
said Corporation shall lawfully make by the name 
aforesaid, and sealed with their common seal, and all 
acts done, or matters passed upon, by the consent of 
a major part of the said Overseers for the time being, 
shall bind said Corporation, and be valid in law. 


AN ACT 


To incorporate Oliver Wendell, and others, together 
with the Overseers of the Poor of the Town of 
Boston for the time being, by the name and title of 
The Trustees of John Boylston’s Charitable Dona- 
tions, for the benefit and support of aged poor per- 
sons, and of orphans and deserted children. 


Section 1. Beit enacted by the Senate and House 
of Representatives, in General Court assembled, and 
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by the authority of the same, 'That Oliver Wendell, 

William Cooper, Ebenezer Storer, and William Smith, 

all of Boston, and John Pitts of Tyngsborough, in the 

county of Middlesex, Esquires, and the survivors and 
survivor of them, together with the Overseers of the 

Poor of the town of Boston for the time being, and 

their successors; and after the decease of the said 

Oliver Wendell, William Cooper, Ebenezer Storer, 

William Snuth, and John Pitts, the said Overseers of 
the Poor of the town of Boston for the time being, 

and their successors forever, be, and hereby are in- 

corporated into a Body Politic, by the name and title 

of The Trustees of John Boylston’s Charitable Dona- 

tions, for the benefit and support of aged poor persons, 

and of orphans and deserted children, and by that 
name and title shall have perpetual succession. 

Secr. 2. And be it further enacted, ‘That all the 
bequests, devises and donations made and granted by 
John Boylston, late of Bath, in the kingdom of Great 
Britain, deceased, for the purposes above-mentioned, 
be, and they hereby are vested in the said Corpora- 
tion, to be held and disposed of by them conformably 
to the directions of the said will: And the said Cor- 
poration shall insert among their records a copy of 
this act, and also of all the clauses of the said last 
will and testament which have relation to the said 
two several charitable donations, for the benefit of 
aged poor persons, and for the support of orphans and 
deserted children ; and in the management and dis- 
posal of the funds granted in said will, the said Cor- 
poration shall conform to, and be governed by the 
directions therein contained. 


Sect. 3. And be it further enacted, 'That the said 


9 


Corporation shall have a perpetual succession, by the 
name and title aforesaid, to sue or be impleaded ; to 
purchase and hold lands or other real estate, not ex- 
ceeding the value of three thousand dollars by the 
year; to hold personal estate not exceeding the value 
of sixty thousand dollars ; and to manage, lease, bar- 
gain and sell, or otherwise dispose of all or any part 
thereof, subject to the directions of the said will; and to 
do all acts as natural persons may do, as the said Cor- 
poration from time to time shall judge best, to carry 
into effect the charitable intentions of the said will: 
And the real or personal estate which the said Cor- 
poration are hereby empowered to hold, shall not be 
considered as part of that which the Overseers of the 
Poor of the ‘Town of Boston are already empowered 
by their former act of incorporation to hold, but as 
altogether distinct and separate from the same. 

Secr. 4. Be it further enacted, 'That the said 
Corporation shall have a common seal, with power to 
break and alter the same; and said Corporation is 
hereby anthorized to make by-laws, and private 
statutes and ordinances, not repugnant to the laws of 
the land, for the better government of said Corpora- 
tion and its finances ; to choose a treasurer, clerk and 
other subordinate officers, as from time to time shall 
be found necessary, and all or any of them again at 
pleasure to displace. 

Secr. 5. And be it further enacted, ‘That all in- 
struments which said Corporation shall lawfully make 
by the name aforesaid, and sealed with their common 
seal, and all acts done, or matters passed upon by the 
consent of a major part of the members of said Cor- 

2 
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poration, shall bind the said Corporation, and be valid 


in law. 


[This act passed Feb. 3, 1803.] 


Funds held under these Acts. 


No. 1.—The legacy left by the former 
Treasurer of the Corporation, Deacon 
Jonathan Mason, ‘the interest of which 
is to be applied toward the support of a 
minister of the gospel for the Alms- 
house.” This fund, orginally $1,000, is 
now valued at - - - 

No. 2.—The legacy of the Hon. Sam- 
uel Dexter of Dedham, formerly a mem- 
ber of this Board, “ the interest to be ex- 
pended in fuel for the poor not in the 
Alms-house.”’ This fund, SHEEN $350, 
is now valued at - - 

No. 3.—The legacy of David 1p effries, 
Esq. formerly a member of this Board, 
‘the interest to be expended for tea, cof- 
Jee, chocolate, and sugar, for the better 
people in the Alms-house.” This fund, 
$500, is now valued at - - 

No. 4.—The legacy of John peion 
the interest to be given as the Trustees 
in their discretion shall think fit, “‘ unto 
such poor and decayed householders of 
the town of Boston, of either sex, not 
under the age of fifty years, being persons 
of good character, and reduced by the acts 
of Providence, and not by indolence, ex- 


$6,720 00 


1,000 00 


500 00 
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travagance, or other vices, (preference al- 
ways being given to the nearest relations 
of me, the testator, any where residing ;) 
and the said charity be not too generally 
extended, but confined to such a number 
of proper objects, as to make it really ben- 
eficial to those on whom it is bestowed.” 
The sum named in this will is $4,444 44, 
but it was increased by accumulation of 
interest, and by a residue of part of Mr. 
Boylston’s estate; and now is §12,898- 
22 3 per cent. stock, valued at - 

No. 5.—The legacy of John Boylston, 
the “interest to be applied by the Over- 
seers, for the nurture and instruction of 


poor orphans and deserted children of . 


Boston ; that is, for the purpose of cloth- 
ing, feeding and teaching such orphans 
and deserted children, until they are 14 
years old, and no longer; when, if not 
before, they are to bind them out to such 
useful arts and business as they may be 
capable of.” ‘This legacy is named in 
the will $4,444 44, to which was to be 
added all the profits of accumulated in- 
terest, till paid over to the ‘Trustees, and 
the proportion of the residue of part of 
Mr. Boylston’s estate, and now is $16,- 
000 three per cent. stock, valued at 


Called General Fund. 


No. 6.—The legacy of the Hon. Daniel 
Oliver, Dec. 1731, the interest to be ex- 


12,900 00 


24,110 00 
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pended for the education of poor children. 
The sale of the estate left for this pur- 
pose, in 1783, produced £371, now val- 
ued at - - - - - - 

No. 7.—The legacy (2d March, 1782,) 
of Mary Ireland, “half the interest to 
be added annually to the principal, the 
other half to be distributed to “ per- 
sons, who, by the providence of God, 
have been reduced from a state of afflu- 
ence, or easy and comfortable circumstan- 
ces, to the reverse of all this; and who, 


at the same time, maintain a character — 


not unbecoming the gospel of Jesus 
Christ; or the children of such deceased 
parents as bore this character, and who 
may require a little assistance in thew ed- 
ucation, or some support during that time; 
and not barred by having other town as- 
sistance. The net proceeds of this legacy, 
received in 1782, was £490 17 4, lawful 
money. ‘This fund, included in general 
fund, now amounts to about - - 

No. 8.—Donation by letter (1760) of 
John Scollay, former Chairman of the 
Selectmen’s Board, ‘ for persons reduced 
from affluence of good character,” - 

No. 9.—Legacy of Samuel Eliot, Esq. 
(1820) interest “to decayed families of 
good character, and not otherwise assist- 
ed by the town,” - - - 

No. 10.—Legacy of Benjamin Pem- 


1,236 66 


5,000 00 


202 22 


1,500 00 
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berton (will June 25, 1782) ‘the interest 
to be applied for the relief and assistance 
of such persons of good character as have 
by misfortune fallen from comfortable cir- 
cumstances to indigence and want.”— 
The amount of this fund, including all the 
unexpended balances of other accounts, 
which have been from time to time trans- 
ferred to the general account ( HE the 
general balance) is now - - 

No. 11.—-Legacy (1755) of Maieurct 
Blackadore to the Overseers for the poor, 


41,835 50 


now, as originally - - - 88 90 
No. 12. —Legacy (1761) of Alice Quick 
—the same 88 90 
No. 13.—Donation (1764) of Anna 
Wheelwright—same_ - - - 46 66 
No. 14.—Legacy (1792) of Widow 
Abigail Stephens, now, as originally - 1,000 00 
No. 15.—Legacy kaa of HAE 
Driscol—ditto  - - 100 00 
No. ee! of William ena 
same - - 1,000 00 
No. 17. —Legney of Mary elke 
same - - - - 1,000 00 
$49,755 06 
This amount is invested in Stock of the following 
Banks. 
State Bank, - - - - - 18,780 00 
Massachusetts, Bank, ey ae - 17,750 00 
Globe VRAD: “A MN I S00 
Union Th - - - 15,400 00 


14 


Washington Bank,- - - ~ - 12,000 00 
Columbian we a : x - 7,500 00 
Market a Aa - - - 6,000 00 
New England “ + = = ~~ =~ 5,000 00 
Tremont oo - - - 5,000 00 
North BOE - - - 3,500 00 
Boston OB 21 - MG es el 00 

4109, 780 00 


Of Fund No. 1.—The interest of this legacy is di- 
rected to be expended towards the support of a chap- | 
lain for the Alms-house, the office of which, in the days 
of Deacon Mason, was supplied by the ministers of 
Boston, alternately officiating once a day on the Sab- 
bath. As achaplain is now provided by the Board, 
and paid by the drafts of the Overseers on the City 
Treasurer, they consider the intention of the donor 
fulfilled by paying the interest of this fund over to the 
Alms-house as part of the chaplain’s salary, and so 
much lessening their drafts for that purpose on the 
City ‘Treasury. 

Of Fund No. 2.—The interest of this fund is ap- 
propriated by the donor to assist poor persons out of 
the Alms-house with fuel. As this is done by the 
Overseers in their several wards to a larger amount, 
they propose that the interest of this fund should be 
paid into the cash account of the Alms-house, and so 
‘much lessen the drafts of the Overseers on account of 
fuel distributed. : 

Of Fund No. 3.—As the small stores for which this 
bequest was made by Deacon Jeffries, were not al- 
lowed to the people in the Alms-house when he was 
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alive, but are now provided, they propose that the in- 
terest of this fund be paid into the Alms-house in the 
same manner as the above. | 

Of Fund No. 5.—A sufficient number of orphan 
and deserted children, under 14 years of age, being 
almost constantly clothed, fed and instructed, in the 
Alms-house ; besides, considering that the Overseers 
can nowhere else have the control, and exercise the 
power, which the conditions of Mr. Boylston’s will 
require ;—the Committee propose that the interest of 
this fund be likewise carried into the Alms-house ac- 
count ; and that the Board proceed to establish a 
separate school, for that class of children described in 
Mr. Boylston’s will, as soon as the increase of the 
present schools render it convenient. 

Of Fund No. 6.—Since the establishment of pri- 
mary schools (three years ago) the Overseers have 
not been called on for the interest of this fund; and 
as the intention of the donor is fulfilled by keeping 
schools in the Alms-house, of a grade much higher 
than in the day of the-donor, the Committee propose 
that the interest of this fund should likewise be paid 
over as the preceding. 
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Common Council, No. '7—1837. 


Ciwvy OF BOSVON. 


In Common Council, April 20th, 1837. 


The following Orders were read, passed to a sec- 
ond reading, laid on the table and ordered to be 
printed for the use of the Council. 


Attest, Ricuarp G. Wait, Clerk. C. C. 


City Council, Boston, April 17, 1837., 
The Joint Committee who were appointed “to con- 
sider and report what disposition shall be made of 
the Court House on Court Square, and whether it 
is expedient to provide additional accommodations 
for the officers of the City Government,” have at- 


tended to the subject referred to them, and ask 
leave to 


RE Bw But. 


It is scarcely probable that any one who is conver- 
sant with the mode in which the City business is 
transacted, and with the accommodations now pro- 
vided for its officers, will hesitate to express the opin- 
ion that those accommodations are insufficient and 
inconvenient, not merely for the officers, but for the 
citizens who have occasion to do business with them. 
The apartments are so small as not to give room 
enough for the clerks who are really necessary for 
accomplishing the business, and several of them are 
at such a height as to put all who go to them to great 
inconvenience. ‘This would be a matter of little mo- 
ment, perhaps, if none but the officers themselves 
frequented those rooms. But some of them, as the 
Physician’s room, and the Marshal’s office are throng- 
ed by very large classes of citizens, whose conve- 
nience ought not to be slightly regarded. Many of 
the officers of the City Government, also, have no 
apartments assigned for their particular use, but are 
crowded together to the number of three in one case, 
and four in another, in a single room, which is hardly 
sufficient for the purposes of either. 

Another inconvenience, which is seriously felt, is 
the distance at which some officers are placed from 
each other, who ought to have constant communica- 
tion. This is especially the case with the ‘Treasurer 
and the Assessors. The Committee deem it not tri- . 
fling to add that the noise, which is unceasing in the 
present situation of the City Hall, is not merely an 
inconvenience, but in the warm season of the year 
it is a source of unnecessary delay in the transaction 
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of the public business, at the meetings of the two 
Boards of the Council and of Committees. 

But the consideration which is of greatest weight, 
and of far more importance than any arising from 
mere personal convenience, arises from the insecurity 
of the building now occupied, against fire. It has 
been more than once in imminent peril, and when it 
is recollected that there is no sufficient protection for 
the immense amount of papers, comprising ‘Town and 
City records, contracts, vouchers, accounts and evi- 
dences of property, which are here accumulating, and 
are already of a vast as well as an increasing value, 
the desirableness of a better provision for their safety 
appears indisputable. 

In short, it seems unnecessary even to mention 
the various evils which must occur to the minds of 
all who have ever visited these apartments, and 
which, in the opinion of the Committee, call loudly 
for removal. A favorable opportunity is now pre- 
sented to erect a City Hall of suitable size, which 
may be convenient both in structure and situation, 
at a moderate and reasonable expense, on the site 
of the Court House, on Court square. The only 
point which appeared at all doubtful to the Com- 
mittee, was the question whether it was expedient to 
begin the work at a time of such general pecuniary’ 
trouble as the present moment, and this they thought 
might safely be left to the decision of the City Coun- 
cil without any suggestions on their part. The City 
Council can decide upon the comparative ease or diffi- 
culty of procuring the funds, the advantage or disad- 
vantage in securing the necessary labor, the benefit 
which may be derived from employing those who 
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might otherwise be idle, as well as upon the urgency 
of the want of the inhabitants and the officers of 
the City of a more spacious and convenient place of 
business. For the purpose of obtaining such a decis- 
ion, the Committee offer the following orders. 


For the Committee, 


SAMUEL A. ELIOT, Chairman. 


Ordered, 'That the Joint Committee who made the 
foregoing Report, be a Committee with power to sell 
the materials of the Court House on Court square, 
and to cause the same to be removed, reserving such 
parts of them as they may deem expedient. 

Ordered, ‘That the same Committee be instructed 
to obtain a plan and estimate of such a City Hall as 
they may think suitable, to be laid before the City 
Council. 


In the Board of Aldermen, April 17, 1837. 
Read and accepted and the orders passed. 
Sent down for concurrence, 


SAMUEL A. ELIOT, Mayor. 


Common Council, No. 8—183%. 


Cuwmy OF BOSTON. 


In Common Council May 18, 1837. 


The following Report was read, and together with 
the accompanying Statements, ordered to be printed 
for the use of the Council. 


Attest, Ricnuarp G. Warr, Clerk C. C. 


FOURTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT 


DIRECTORS 


OF THE 


HOUSE OF INDUSTRY, APRIL, 1837. 


Lo the Mayor, Aldermen and 
Common Council of the City of Boston. 


The Directors of the House of Industry respect- 
fully submit the following Statements of Expenditures 
and Receipts on accouut of that Institution, for the 
past financial year; an Inventory of Property on 
hand; a Statement of the produce of the Farm, and 
Tabular Views of the number of Inmates with their 
condition and employment. 

The Expenditure of the past year has been some- 
what greater than usual, oceasioned by the extraor- 
dinary prices of articles of consumption required at 
the Institution. ‘The past winter has been a severe 
one with the poorer class, and it is remarkable that 
the House has contained'a less number than in pre- 
vious winters. The population of the House during 
the last summer and autumn was less than at any 
other period since 1827. ‘This gratifying decrease of 
-pauperism is to be attributed, we think, to an im- 
provement in the habits of the laboring poor, and 
more enlightened and correct views in the community, 
of the causes and remedies of indigence. Expecting 
a reduction in the prices of the articles required for 
consumption at the Institution, we have asked for a 
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smaller Appropriation for the ensuing than was ex- 
pended last year; it is now to be feared, however, 
that the lack of employment in this season of embar- 
rassment, will throw, temporarily, an unusual number 
of persons on public charity, and that further Appro- 
priations will be required before the close of the 
financial year. 

We have noticed, with much satisfaction, the pro- 
posal to provide at Bellevue, a suitable Hospital for 
the Insane and Idiots. It will be seen by one of the 
Tables annexed, that there are nearly eighty of these 
unfortunate persons now in the House of Industry. 
At least fifty of these are proper subjects for a lunatic 
asylum. It is true that these are generally confirmed 
cases, but they require different accommodations and 
attention than it is possible to afford them where they 
are. A majority of these lunatics do not belong le- 
gally to Boston—they are State Paupers. It costs 
at least one dollar and an half per week to support 
each, and yet the Commonwealth only makes to the 
City the paltry allowance of seven cents per day. 
Since the State Lunatic Hospital at Worcester was 
opened in 1833, forty persons have been sent there 
from the House of Industry. Of thirty -four trans- 
ferred to Worcester before the present year, eight 
have been restored to sanity ; four have died there ; 
twelve have been discharged by the Trustees as incura- 
ble and have been returned to the House of Industry; 
jwe have been transferred by the Trustees to the 
House of Correction, also incurable ; and five all be- 
longing to Boston, are supposed to remain’ in the 
Hospital. It should be remarked that several of the 
foreign lunatics returned, are now, as formerly, dan- 
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gerous maniacs. As the institutions in this City seem 
to be relieved to only a very limited extent by the 
State Institution for Lunatics, humanity, as well as 
sound policy, we think, calls for an establishment with 
suitable provisions for them, to be under the control 
of the City Government. 

Since the unfortunate disagreement between the 
City Council and the Overseers of the Poor in 1822 
and the establishment of the Board of Directors of 
the House of Industry, two separate Boards have had 
charge of the pauperism of the City: the Overseers 
only granting out door relief, and the Directors man- 
aging the Alms-House, and they have occupied two 
offices. As there is necessarily much connection be- 
tween the duties of the two Boards, and as it was 
found quite inconvenient to have the Accounts kept 
in separate offices, the Overseers of the Poor readily 
acceded to the proposition of this Board, to make the 
room of the Overseers of the Poor in Faneuil Hall, 
the office of both Boards. ‘The interest of the City, 
we believe, will be promoted by this arrangement, 


All which is respectfully submitted. — 


DAN. HENCHMAN, _ ) Commitice 
JOSEPH LEWIS, of 
ARTEMAS SIMONDS, ) Accounts. 


Adopted by the Board of Directors of the House 
of Industry, and ordered to be forwarded to the City 
Council. | 


RICHARDS CHILD, Chowrman. 


Statement of Expenditures and Receipts on ac- 
count of the House of Industry from April Ist, 1836, 
to April Ist, 1837. 


’ 


EXPENDITURES. 
Provisions. 
Flour, 542 barrels, - 6,252 62 
Fresh Beef, 67,871 lbs. 2,800 30 
Corn, 1,186 bushes, - 1,169 44 


- Molasses, 3,865 galls. - 1,626° 36 
14 head of Cattle slaugh- 


 Witerddie << - - 564 79 
Tea, 1,608 Ibs. - - 427 75 
Cod Fish, 96 quintals, - 318 50 
Pork, 6 barrels, - - 192 00 
Cocoa Shells, 4,063 Ibs. 230/54, 
Milk, 946 gallons, - 201 50 
Potatoes, 341 bushels, - y Re Wis 3) 
Butter, 421 lbs. - - 115 36 
Rice, 3,624 ‘ - - 154 02 
Sugar, 938 “ - - 98 58 
Beans, 43 bushels, = - 15 10 
Hops, 162 lbs. - - 24 60 
Meal, 28 bushels, - 32 26 
Cheese, 205 lbs. - - 18 66 
Coffee, 110 “ - - 13,75 
Cider, 8 barrels, - - 16 00 


Provisions for the Super- 
intendant’s table and 
Hospital Stores, - 784 33 


Amount carried forward, 15,243 41 


Amount brought forward, 15,243 41 
Add Stock on hand, 
April 1, 1836, - - 2,487 86 
17,731 27 
Deduct amount 
received for 
articles sold, 321 59 
Also, Stock on 
hand, March 
31,1837, 3,151 47 3,473 06 14,258 21 


OE ETS 


Clothing, §c. - 


Sheeting, 1,042 yds_ - 128 18 
Shoe Stock, - - 246 08 
Satinet, 754 yds. - 58 13 
Blue Stripe, 2014 yds. 2t 17 
Domestic Flannel, 17% yds. 7 45 
_ Crash, 259 yds. - 34. 61 
Burlaps, 1,818 yds. - 200 ite 
Cotton Cassimere, 374 yds. 11 72 
Linsey, 823 yds. - 31 07 
Linen Thread, 27 lbs. eo ae 
Denims, 19% yds. - 3 71 
Serge, 15 yds. - - 5 00 
Woolen Yarn, 54% Ibs. 40 88 
Sewing Cotton, Buttons, &c. 17 92 
Brown Duck, 4 ps. - 23 00 
Tow Cloth, 1133 yds. - 18 30 
936 67 


Amounts carried forward, 14,258 21 
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981 11 


318 29 


Amounts brought forward, 936 67 14,258 21 
Add Stock on hand, — 
April 1, 1836, - 665 81 
1,602 48 
Deduct Stock on hand, 
March 31, 1837, —- 621 37 
Furniture, &c. — 
100 prs. Blankets, - 92 00 
Cotton Flannel, 623 yds. 11°92 
Rugs, 1 dozen, - - 3 00 
Earthern Ware and Crockery, 46 83 
Straw for Beds, - - 56 89 
Brooms, Brushes and Mats, 63 65 
Tin Ware, - - - 20 63 
Repairing Boilers, - 15 52 
Bake Pans, - - 11 25 
Knives, Forks, Spoons, &c. 26 60 
7 348 29 
Add Stock on hand, 7 
April 1, 1836, - 4,403 00 
| 4,751 29 
Deduct Stock on hand, 
March 31, 1837, - 4,433 00 
Repairs, Fixtures, §c. 
Lumber, - - - 394, 92 
Iron, Nails and Hardware, 154 09 
Paints, Oil and Glass, 87 06 


Amounts carried forward, 636 07 15,557 61 
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Amounts brought forward, 636 07 15,557 65 
Cement and repairing Roof, 74 34 


Pumps and_ repairing 


Pumps and Wells, - 110 47 
Lime, . - - 30 20 
Coal for Smith and Lead 

Pipe, - - - 20 50 
3 large Kettles, (So. B. 

Iron Co.) - - 400 00 
Bolts, Grates, &c., for 

Steam Apparatus, - 18 60 
Sundry small articles, - 2 50 
‘Furnace for Children’s 

Asylum, - - 98 45 

1,391 13 
Add Stock on hand, April 
1, 1836, - - - 310 50 
. 1,701 63 
Deduct Stock on hand, 
March 31,1837, - - 240 OO 
—_———_ 1,461 63 
Salaries. 


Superintendent, assistant 
Superintendent, Team- 
ster, Female Assistants, 
two School Teachers, 
Chaplain, Physician, 
and Clerk of the Board 4,057 85 4,057 85 


Fuel and Light. 
Hard Coal, 127 tons 1,018 00 


Amounts carried forward 21,077 09 


Amounts brought forward 1,018 00 21,077 09 


Sidney Coal, 60 chaldrons 542 50 


Wood, 112 cords - - 410° OO 
Oil, 150 gallons” - - 150 00 
Spirit Gas, 9 gallons —- 8 10 
2,494, 6O 
Add stock on hand, April 
1, 1836, 460 15 
2,954 75 
Deduct amount 
sold 137 25 
Also stock on 
hand, March 
31, 1837 346 00 483 25 
2,471 50 
Contingent and Miscellaneous Expenses. 
Carriage hire for Directors 132 00 
Potash and ‘Tallow for Soap 249 86 
Tobacco and Snuff 152 88 
Printing - - - 24°75 
Postages - - - 33 59 
Conveying Paupersto House 220 75 
Paid passages of Paupers 
to places where they 
belonged and desired 
to go, out of the state 85 00 
Wages to Baker - - 130 58 
Charges on schooner 
Ploughboy - - - 13 23 
Amounts carried forward 1,042 64 23,548 59 
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10 
Amounts brought forward 1,042 64 23,548 59 


Newspapers, Stationery, 


&c., for House’ - ~ 2S uend 
Conveying insane Paupers 

to Worcester - - 35 38 
Expenses of Committee 

to Portsmouth = - --. 19:50 
Sundry small expenses © 126 90 
School Books - - - 14 70 


Expenses of Fuel, ‘Sta- 

tionery, &c. at office 130 95 
Medicines and Hospital 

expenses - - - 333 69 
Salary of Gate Keeper, , 

in part - - - 150 00 


1,877 13 
Add Stock on hand, April 
1, 1836 - - - 214 00 


A SE oe ae eR 


2,091 138 
~ Deduct articles 


sold 420.99 
Expenses of Of- 

fice _ partly 

paid by House 

of Reforma- 

tion AT 84 
Postagesreceiv- 

ed th as, 
Stock on hand 

March 31, 

1837 397 00 475 12 1,616 01 


$25,164 60 
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RECEIPTS. | 


Avails of picking Oakum 2,276 94 
Labor of Inmates at oth- 


er employments 154 45 
— 2,431 39 
On Account of Balances due last 
yearor 60° -5 80 ri porter’ 1015075093 
Sale of schooner Ploughboy : 360 00 
From Towns and Individuals for 
support of Paupers - - - 520 26 
Sales from the Farm, viz. 
Vegetables and Fruit 857 AA, 
Pigs - - - - 342 07 
2 Cows and Calf - - 69 00 
519 lbs. Hams - - 65 37 
1,333 88 
Deduct Expenses. 
Hay purchased 461 93 
Grass purchased 


of House of 

Reformation 55 00 
Manure - - 184 90 
8 Hogs, 1 Bull 

and 2 Cows’ 172 47 
Farming Utensils 47 18 
Trees, Vinesand 

Seeds - area Es | 
Paid Gardener 18 00 
Shoeing Oxen, 

Horses, &c. O19 


1,002 18 331 70 
$4,719 28 
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INvENToRY oF Stock on Hanp, Marcu 31, 1837. 


Provisions. ; 
Flour, 115 barrels, a 11,25 1,293 75 
Pork, 10 barrels, a $26 260 00 
Beef, 29 barrels, a $16 464 OO 


Molasses, 1,500 galls.a 385 677 50 
Beans, 37 bushels, a 1,75 64 75 


Rice, 360 pounds, a 4 14 40 
Wine, 20 gallons, a 50 10 00 
Tea, 350 pounds, a 25 . 87 50 
Sugar, 500 pounds, a 10 50 00 
Coffee, 90 pounds, a 135 12 15 
Lard, 350... * a 10 35 00 - 
Hams, 165, “ a 14d 23 92 

- Vinegar, 6 barrels, a $3 18 00 
Cider, 6 barrels, a $2 12 00 


Olive Oil, 25 gallons,a 1,12 28 00 
Salt Fish, 15 quintals, a 3,50 52 50 


Shells, 800 pounds, a 6 A8 O00 
| ——— _ 3,151 47 
Vegetables. 
Potatoes, 650 bushels, a 50 325 00 
Beets, 20 bushels, a 50 10 00 
Parsnips, 20 bushels, a 50 10 00 
Mangel Wurtzells, 10 tons, a $6 60 00 
405 00 
Agricultural Department. 
Hay, 15 tons, a $20 300 00 
Manure, lot, a - 325 00 
Farming Utensils, including 
2 new Ox Carts 900 00 


Amounts carried forward  ——-1,525 00 3,556 47 
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Amounts brought forward 1,525 00 
Cows, 9, a $30 270 00 
Small Bull, 30 00 
Oxen, | pair, 130 00 
Horses, 2, a $125 and §75 200 00 
Hogs, 21, a $20 420 00 
Sucking Pigs, 15, a $2 30 00 

Building Department. 

Carpenters’ Stock and ‘Tools 160 00 
Painters’ as ef 30 00 
Smiths’ $6 ¢ 50 00 
Fuel and Lnght. 
Oil, 20 gallons, a 90 18 00 
Wood, 4 cords, a $7 28 00 
Hard Coal, 6 tons, a $10 60 00 
Soft Coal, 20 chaldrons, a $12 240 00 

Oakum Department. 

Oakum, 3,000 pounds,a 10 300 00 
Junk, 3,000 “a 03 90 00 
Wastage, 1,200 “aQ0O16 20 00 


Furmture Department. 


Straw for Beds, 2 tons, a $15 30 00 


Bunks and Bedding, 2 pr. 


Sheets each 500, a §7 3,500 00 
Teather Beds, 11 double, 

a $6 66 00 
Feather Beds, 54. single, 

a $3 162 00 


Amounts carried forward 


3.556 47 


2,605 OO 


240 O00 


346 00 


A10O 00 


3,758 00 7,157 47 
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Amounts brovght forward 3,758 00 7,157 47 


Sundry Articles 675 00 
———_ 4,433 00 
Clothing Department, 
Shirting, 651 “ a10 65 10 
Satinett’ OU70L& a 6d 11 05 


Cotton Flannel, 80 yds. a 125 10 00 
Furniture Plaid, 170 yds. a 16 27 20 


Dinim, 16 yds. a 19 3 04 
Burlaps, 900 yds. a 14 126 00 
Tow Cloth, 50 yds. a 163 8 33 
Woolen Flannel, 10 yds.a 42 =4& 20 
Duck, 4 pieces, a $6 24 OO 


Duck 'Trowsers, 72 pairs, a 75 54 00 
Yarn Socks, 124 pairs, a 30 37 20 
Men’s Shirts, 78 pairs,a 50 39 00 
Children’s Shirts, 56 pr.a 30 16 80 
Men’s Shoes, 22 pairs,a 1,25 27 50 
Boys’ 6 820% a BO" Bae 
Women’s Shoes, 34 pr. a $1 34 00 
Boys’ Trowsers, 12 “ a $1 12 00 
Men’s Woolen Frocks, 4a 1,50 6 00 
Cotton Batting, 18 pounds, a 10 1 80 
Woolen Yarn, 4 pounds,a 75 3 00 
Sewing Cotton, 4 pounds, a 60 2 40 
Palm Leaf Hats, 25, a 124 3.12 
Domestic Carpeting, 50 yds. 


9a. 20 10 00° 
Russia Duck : 6 75 
Linsey, 36 yds. a 334 12 00 


Amounts carried forward 570 09 4,433 00 
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Amounts brought forward 
Blue Stripe, 80 yds. a 134 


Miscellaneous Articles. 

Shoe Stock and Shoema- 
kers’ Tools, - - - 

Large Coffins, 78, a 1 25 

Small 6 22,a 845 

Medicines and Surgeon’s 
Instruments, - - 

Books in School and Chapel, 

Soap, 18 barrels, a 4 50, 


570 09 
10 80 


50. 00 
97 50 
18 50 


100. 00 
50 00 
ol 00 


Produce of the Farm for the year 1836. 


Pork used in House, 
4,826 Ibs. a 11 - 
Hay, 25 tons, a $25 - 
Barley Straw, 2 tons, 
a $16 - - . 
Mangel Wurtzel, 768 
bushels, a 15 - - 
Blood Beets, 100 bush- 
els, a 50 - - 
Carrots, 40 bush. a 30 
Cabbages, 2000 bushels, 
a5 - - - 
Potatoes, 1,260 bushels, 
a 50 - - - 
Squashes, 100 lbs. a 2 
Apples, 23 barrels, a 
1-60." » - - : 


Amount carried forward 


530 86 
625 00 


32 00 


. 115 20 


50 00 
12 00 


100 00 


630 00 
2, 00 


34 50 


2,131 56 


4,433 00 


580 89 


397 00 


$12,568 36 
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— Amount brought forward 2,131 56 
Corn Fodder raised for 
the Cows, - - 40 00 
Onions, 100 bushels, a 
663 - - - 66 66 
Turnips, 12 bush., a 15 1 80 


Vegetables used in the 

House before harvest, 100 00 
Milk from Cows esti- 

mated 1100 gallons, 


a25  - - - 275 00 
Vegetables and Fruit 

sold, - - - 857 44 
Pigs sold, - - - 342 07 


$3,814 53 
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Statement of the number of Persons who have 
been resident in the House of Industry, during twelve 
months next preceding the 31st of March, 1837. 

© 


= 3 
R ) = 
Be! & = 
pes 5 
Be fet = 3 
od! i 3 ae a 
eee pa foe 
=. 5 SSB een Ss 
6a) Can 
1836, April, © HBr B= AG 9 78 2 
May, DO Ute 2 6 84: 
June, IG. Tieteg ee A, 7 63 
July, 5a. bh S20 A, 6 85 
August, tle2s "4 2 10 52 
September, 52 3 O A, 13 33 
October, 10.25.) -O 1 12 34 
November, 74 1 1 0 16 34 
December, 97 2 O 1 9 30 
1837, January, 82.1 B42 3 16 3A 
February, 54 "-" 0 7 10 39 
March, OS) aed 6 12 83 
782 39: 98 243" “1249 666 
| Summary. 
Inmates, March 31, 1836 - - 642 
Entered by permits of Directors - 782 
Committed by Police Court ie 


Born - : - - ~ $9  anS7i 


| 19 
Discharged and Deserted - - 666 


Died Bee 2 oe oy 
Children Indentured — - - - 49 


Inmates remaining March 31, 1837, 538 


1,371 


Statement of the Employment of the Inmates of the 


House of Industry. 
Males. 

Attending Fires - i ‘: _ r 
Writing - : : és i 7 
Painting and Glazing - i " 
Assistant with Insane - : 4 
Tailors - : 3 : : ; 
Carpenters . 2 ‘ c ‘ 
Barbers” - : 4 “ : fs 
Sweepers - - - “ “ : 
Soap Boiler - a ‘ & L 
Pig Keepers - - : 4 Ec 
Barn Attending - fe é i 
Blacksmith = : “ 3 MS 
Cooks, - ; ’ : ‘ 
Wash-House attending... - 4 ‘ 
Preparing and Boiling Junk - - 
Shoemakers - = 3 i us 
Bakers = 4 : : x : 
Nurses and Overseers - : : ul 
‘Overseers of Work Rooms - “ c 
Picking Oakum - ¢ é 
Wheeling Gravel to fill Wharf - - 
Garden Attending . E : t 
Adults, Insane or Idiotic = : b 

«Sick and disabled = - - i 


OM NW W WH & —& HD *O — CO HD GO OO HD —H — LO 
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Children at School - ' “ 54, 
6 at Nurse - - - =e 29 


Females. 

Sewing and Knitting - - - 
Washing and Scrubbing - - - 
Nurses” - - - = 
Domestics of Superintendent = - - 
Assistants in Clothing Room - - 
Feeble Women, taking care of Children 
Apartments, attending - - -~ 
Domestics in Children’s Asylum - - 
Picking Oakum = - - 
Adults, Insane or Idiotic - - 


‘¢ Sick or disabled — - ‘ ; 


Children at School = - - - 26 

6 at Nurse - - - 20 
Summary 

Male Adults - - - - 230 

‘¢ Children - - - - 83 

Female Adults - - - - 179 

“ =Children - - < AG 


Total in the House 31st March, 1837, 


MG 
313 
295 


538 


In the Board of Aldermen, May 8, 1837. 


Read and sent down. 


SAML. A. ELIOT, Mayor. 


Common Council, No. 9—1837. 


CuUury OF BOSVON, 


aha =F) === —e as 


STONIA 


1630. 
SZ 


In Common Council, May 18, 1837. 


Mr. Josselyn submitted the following Report and 
Resolutions, which were read, passed to a second 
reading, laid on the table, and, together with the ac- 


companying documents, ordered to be printed for the 
. use of the Council. ) 


Attest, Ricuarp G. Wait, Clerk C. C. 


i) 


The Committee who were appointed “to consider 
and report what measures, if any, ought to be 
adopted to provide funds for meeting the expendi- 
tures to be incurred by the introduction of pure 
water and for the liquidation of the City debt; and 
also to report the amount of available City proper- 
ty; the amount of cash on hand on the first instant, 

_ (March Ist)—where deposited, and upon what con- 
ditions; and on any other matters connected with, 
or that may tend to facilitate the financial opera- 
tions of the City,” have attended to the consider- 


tion of the subject referred to them, and ask leave. 
to 


REPOR Te 


The Committee entered upon the performance of 
the duties devolving on them with a degree of diffi- 
dence which the importance and magnitude of the 
subject referred to them seemed naturally to inspire. 
And while they regretted that the subjects embraced 
in the order had not been referred to the Committee 
of Finance, whose particular province it is to direct 
the financial operations of the City, and to recom- 
mend from time to time, such measures as they may 
deem expedient to facilitate them, they felt bound by 
a high sense of duty, to consider, somewhat in detail 
and to the extent, they were enabled to, from the 
time which they could devote to the subject and the 
sources of information which were open to them, the 
subject matter which had been referred to them. 

To the first question submitted for their considera- 
tion, in the order, namely,—*‘if any, what measures 
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ought to be adopted to provide funds for meeting the 
expenditures to be incurred by the introduction of 
pure water.”” Your Committee would remark, that it 
would seem but just and proper that all works which 
are not only calculated to benefit the present, but 
also, future generations, should be built from the pro- 
ceeds of a loan, and, that the project of supplying 
the City with pure water is one of this sort no one 
will question or deny. Yet it will be admitted that 
works of this class should be commenced only after 
mature deliberation and great caution, and a propor- 
tion of the burthen, equal to the advantages received, 
be borne by the present recipients of its benefits. 

The present state of the financial affairs of not 
only our own country but of Europe, do not presenta 
very favorable (to say the least that might be said on 
this point) opportunity for the negociation of a loan 
equal to the amount which will be necessary to meet 
the expenditures which must necessarily be incurred 
by the introduction of pure water. But, as_ the 
amount of funds wanted, for the present year are but 
small, your Committee do not think that the embar- 
rassed state of the monetary system will be likely to 
effect the future progress of the work. In the course 
of the coming year, a loan from abroad may probably 
be obtained for the purpose of carrying on the works 
at a lower rate of interest than what the same could 
be obtained for at home. At any rate, it is but fair 
(judging from the past) to calculate that withm the 
course of the next year, the City will be enabled to 
obtain a loan to be payable in sums from time to time, 
as it may be wanted, at a low rate of interest, with- 
out recourse to a foreign market. 


A 


As it will not be necessary to negociate the loan 
the present year, your Committee recommend that 
this subject be referred to the next Council, when it 
is hoped that the Water Commissioners will have 
made such progress in their investigations as to ena- 
ble them to come to some definite result, in regard to 
the source from which the City is to be supplied— 
and the cost of constructing the works. And that 
the present disordered and embarrassed state of the 
country, with regard to the circulating medium, will 
have regained a healthy and sound condition. 

To the second inquiry, viz: 

If any, what measures ought to be taken to liqui- 
date the City Debt? 

It may not be considered out of place, at the pres- 
ent time, to allude to the origin and progress of the 
City Debt, and to the enterprises which have contri- 
buted to its present amount. ‘The constant increase 
of the City debt, from its origin, has produced in the 
minds of many, distrust and alarm, but it must be 
borne in mind, that while the debt has been increasing, 
the City property has also been accumulating. And 
although it would appear on a superficial view of the 
subject that there was good cause for alarm, still on 
further investigation it will be found that the City is 
in the possession of property of sufficient amount, 
(exclusive of all public buildings) to liquidate the 
debt and leave a handsome balance in the treasury. 

In the communication from the Auditor of Ac- 
counts, annexed to this Report, will be found a state- 
ment of the City Debt, from the acceptance of the 
City Charter to the present time. It will appear by 
this exhibit that at the time of the acceptance of the 
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Charter a debt had been incurred to the amount 
of about One Hunprep THousanp Dot tars, (this 
debt was incurred principally by the erection of the 
Jail in Leverett street) and that at the present time 
the City Debt is not far from One Miruion Five 
Hunprep THousanp Dotuars. This has been in- 
curred principally from the following sources, to wit: 
building Faneuil Hall Market, widening and improve- 
ment of Streets, erection of Court House, Houses of 
Correction and Industry, School Houses, Iron Fence 
round the Common, &c. &c. By these public en- 
terprises the communication between the various sec- 
tions of the City has been rendered more safe and 
expeditious. The poor have been humanely provid- 
ed for—The vicious put under a better discipline, 
and moral influences been made to produce if possible, 
reformation and improvement—The means of educa- 
tion offered to the humblest individual, with a liberal 
hand and in the most enticing form—The citizens 
provided with a Market House, unsurpassed if equal- 
ed in the civilized world, for its internal accomoda- 
tions and the beauty and simplicity of its exterior. 
In short all that has been done (with perhaps some 
exceptions, in regard to taste and economy of expen- 
ditures) which has augmented the City Debt to its 
present magnitude, has added to the convenience, 
comfort and physical wants of the people, supplied 
the means of intellectual and moral culture, and beau- 
tified and adorned the City. Your Committee, how- 
ever, while they would have all the advantages which 
have been derived from the sources which have con- 
tributed to the City Debt, well understood and ap- 
preciated, cannot assent to the doctrine that ‘‘a pub- 
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lic debt is a public blessing.” The times are too 
fruitful with the disastrous consequences of too great 
an extension of private and corporate credit not to 
impress it upon their minds the vast importance of 
keeping as small as possible by moderation and fru- 
gality in the City expenditures the City Debt. And 
that instead of devising new schemes for public utili- 
ty and improvement, whereby the debt will be mate- 
rially augmented, measures ought to be taken for its 
complete liquidation at some future day. And your 
Committee are sustamed in this opinion by the do- 
ings of a former Council. By an Ordinance, the 
Auditor of Accounts is required to lay before the 
City Council annually, a statement of the opera- 
tions of the Committee on the Reduction of the City 
Debt. The object in view at the time of the appoint- 
ment of this Committee on the ‘Reduction of the 
City Debt,’ and of the passage of the Ordinance al- 
luded to, was. probably that the City Debt should be 
gradually diminished. How far that object has been 
accomplished, the history of the past will decide. 
There seems to be no good reason why so desirable 
an object should not be prosecuted to its final accom- 
plishment. 

The City has in its possession a large amount of 
landed property independent of what is wanted for 
public uses of every name and nature, an account of 
which, from the Auditor of Accounts, is herewith 
submitted for the information of the Council. It is 
the opinion of your Committee that these lands 
should contribute to the liquidation of the City Debt, 
not by forcing sales, but by being disposed of gradu- 
ally, as the population extends and as the wants ofa 
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growing population increase. If a Sinking Fund 
could be formed, to be supplied from this source, the 
debt might be gradually reduced, and the sale and 
settlement of the lands would be constantly increas- 
ing a large amount of taxable property. 

One of the sources from which a large amount 
might be derived for this purpose, is the City Land 
west of Charles Street. It is well known to the 
Council, that the sale of this land was recommended 
by Mr. Quincy, during his mayoralty.. A_ public 
meeting of the citizens was called, to consider the 
subject. A committee was appointed, who reported 
against the sale of the land, and the report was ac- 
cepted. | 

The sale of this land has been objected to on the 
ground that it will shut out the pure air, which is 
now drawn in from the country, and the refreshing 
and genial influence of which is felt through every 
lane and alley of the City, and also that it would 
destroy a fine view of country scenery. Your Com- 
mittee cannot see any great force in arguments of 
this sort, even if they were true to the extent they 
are advanced. It is the opinion of your Committee 
that the prospect from the higher part of the Com- 
mon would be very much improved by the sale and 
settlement of this portion of the City Lands, inas- 
much as that part of the land which is now at low 
water, but a barren flat, and the receptacle of all 
sorts of filth—and which presents anything but a 
pleasant prospect to the eye, would be in a short time 
laid out into commodious and airy streets, on which 
would be erected beautiful ranges of buildings, pre- 
senting to the view from the vicinity of Beacon and 
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Tremont Streets a picture with fine blocks of houses 
in the foreground, and filled up in the distance with 
the beautiful and variagated scenery of the country. 

It is hoped that the Council will consider this sub- 
ject in all its bearmgs. ‘The value of this portion: of 
the City Lands cannot be much, if any less, than an 
amount equal to the whole of the City Debt. And 
although the present time does not present a favora- 
ble opportunity for the sale of this land or of any of 
the City Lands, still it is believed that measures may 
be taken at the present time whereby this land may 
be put in readiness for future sale. And the principle 
adopted,—that a Sinking Fund be made from the 
proceeds of the sale of the City Lands, for the liquida- 
tion of the City Debt. 

In the third place, your Committee were required 
to report ‘the amount of available City property.” 
This will be found in the communication from the 
Auditor of Accounts, annexed to this Report, and as 
this document has been alluded to in the preceding 
remarks on the liquidation of the City Debt, it is only 
necessary in the present place to call the attention of 
the Council to the statements therein made, im order 
to induce them, if they deem it practicable, to adopt 
such measures as they may think proper for bringimg 
gradually the proceeds of the sales of this property 
into a fund which shall, eventually, liquidate the 
present City Debt. 

The increase of the value of the City property is 
_ urged as an argument in favor of holding it, in order to 
obtain eventually higher prices. ‘This argument which 
might be considered good, in regard to individuals in 
certain cases, does not seem to have much weight 
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when urged in the case of the City. In the first 
place the City is paying a large amount of interest 
money on its debt. In the second place, it is receiv- 
ing no interest from a proportion of its available prop- 
erty. These together with the amount of interest 
which might be secured from the proceeds of the 
sales, and the taxable property which would be creat- 
ed would certainly exceed the advantages which 
might be derived from the increased value of the 
property. And again why should the City in its cor- 
porate capacity hold more property than is wanted for 
public purposes unless it be in the possession of a sur- 
plus which rt becomes necessary to invest ? 

Fourthly. Your Committee were instructed to re-. 
port to the Council “’The amount of cash on hand 
on the first instant (March Ist)—where deposited, 
and upon what conditions.” At the request of the — 
Committee the City Treasurer very promptly furnish- 
ed the Committee, with the documents, which accom- 
pany this report. By them it will appear that the 
amount of cash on hand on the Ist of March was 
$7125,19 viz. in office $431,40, deposited in City 
Bank, (which Bank is the place where all the City 
deposits are made) $6693,79. By the statements 
there made, it appears, that the City received for all 
balances in its favor 4 per cent. and pays at the rate 
of 6 per cent. interest per annum. ‘The precise time 
when this arrangement was made, is not exactly 
known. Although there is no agreement existing be- 
tween the parties making it obligatory on the Bank 
to supply the City with funds from time to time, 
the Bank has nevertheless, uniformly rendered such 
facilities as have been required, with promptness. 
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The rate of interest paid, and the security given, 
must, however, be considered an equivalent for the 
facilities which the Bank has rendered. In the in- 
terest account (between the Bank and the City) it 
appears that the City has received for mterest from 


the Bank, - - - - - $9,189 87 
And has paid to the Bank, - - $2,674 35 


Leaving a balance in favor of the City of $6,515 52 

Whether a more advantageous arrangement can be 
made with any other Banking Institution of unques- 
tionable responsibility, your Committee are unable to. 
say. | 

With this expression of their views on the import- 
ant subjects referred to them, your Committee in 
closing their report, would renewedly urge upon the 
Council the importance, at the present time, of not 
engaging in any new projects whereby the taxes of 
the citizens would be increased, or a debt incurred, 
to be cancelled by posterity; and that the strictest 
economy be rigidly observed in all expenditures 
which are necessary to supply the present wants of 
the City. They also recommend the adoption of the 
following Resolutions. 


For the Committee, 


LEWIS JOSSELYN, Chairman. 


Resolved, That the embarrassed state of the finan- 
cial affairs of the country renders it inexpedient to 
adopt any measures at the present time for raising 
funds to meet ‘the expenditures to be incurred by 
the introduction of pure water.” 
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Resolved, That the disastrous effects of too great 
an extension of individual and corporate credit, ad- 
monishes the City Council to exercise the strictest 
economy in its expenditures—and for the present to 
devise no new schemes whereby the expenditures 
will be increased, or the City Debt augmented. 

Resolved, 'That the Committee on Public Lands 
be authorized to cause a survey to be made of the 
land west of Charles Street, in order that the same 
may be laid out into lots and offered for sale, at such 
times as the City Council may hereafter deem expe- 
dient. 

Resolved, ‘That the proceeds from the sale of the 
City Lands, with such of the available City property 
as the City Council may think proper, be appropriat- 
ed to the establishment of a Sinxkine Funp for the 
liquidation of the City Debt, under the direction of 
the Committee on Finance. 
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CIFY,OF BOSTON, 
Auditor’s Office, May V7th, 1837. 


To Lewis Jossetyn, Esa, 


Chairman of a Committee of the Common Council. 


Sir, 


I have received your Note, requesting me to com- 
municate to the Committee of which you are Chair- 
man, such information as I may possess, in relation 
to the available property of the City. 

I understand this inquiry to relate to such property 
as may be considered, now or hereafter, available for 
the payment of the City Debt. In this class, I think, 
may be placed the following items of the City Prop- 
erty, VIZ:— 

The Public Lands, usually called the Neck Lands; 
—comprising about seven millions of square feet of 
land, exclusive of the land necessary for Streets and 
Public Squares. A portion of this large tract of land 
was sold, during the last year, at prices varying from 
75 to 25 cents per square foot. I should not have 
confidence enough in my own judgment, at any time, 

to attempt an estimate of the value, in dollars and 
cents, of this great public domain:—and still less 
should I venture to do it, at a time when the prices 
of all property are so fluctuating and uncertain. 

Thirty six Tombs in the South Burial Ground, 
worth about $200 each. 

The City Wharf, east of Faneuil Hall Market, 
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leased at $10,000 per annum. ‘This property may, 
undoubtedly, be considered as worth at least $200,- 
000—and will, probably, be much more valuable at 
the expiration of the lease which now covers it. 

The two Wharves on Lynn Street, purchased four 
years since, at §49,000—which will, probably, be 
worth much more than their cost, when business 
shall have resumed its accustomed course. 

The Court House and Prisons, and the Land un- 
der and adjoining the same, in Leverett Street. A 
large portion, if not the whole, of this property, may 
hereafter be disposed of—though I am not competent 
to affix a valuation to it. 

Deer Island, and the Buildings thereon:—this 
property is not used for any public purpose of the 
City—and I know of no reason why it may not, 
hereafter, be sold. 

The amount of Bonds and Notes held by the City, 
the payment of which (with the exception of a very 
small portion) is fully secured by Mortgage of Real 
Estate, is $192,966 45. 

The Upland and Flats, at the bottom of the Com- 
mon, and west of Charles street, constitute a very | 
valuable property. ‘The citizens, in public meeting, 
some years since, formally decided against the sale 
of this land. Whether this decision would now, or 
will at any time hereafter, be reversed, [ am unable 
to say—But, if it should ever be determined to sell 
this property, it may, without doubt, be so managed 
as to produce a sum of money very nearly, if not 
quite, equal to the present amount of the City Debt. 

Although it would be very difficult to determine 
the precise present value of the items of public prop- 
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erty, here referred to, yet it may be safely assumed 
that its value, at any time, and under any circum- 
stances, will greatly exceed the present amount of 
the City Debt:—and, if care is taken that the Debt 
be not extended much beyond its present limits, that 
property will stand as a full and ample guarantee for 
its ultimate liquidation. 
I am, sir, respectfully, 
Your ob’t servant, 


WM. HAYDEN, Jr., Auditor. 
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Statement shewing the increase of the City Debt, 
since the establishment of the City Government. 


The first Loan authorised by the City Council was 
made.in the year 1622, for the purpose of defraying 
the expense of erecting the Court House and Prisons 
in Leverett street. ‘Those buildings having been 
erected before the incorporation of the City Govern- 
ment, the amount of this Loan may be considered as 
as the actually existing debt, at the time the Town 
Government was abandoned for that of a City. 

The amount of that Loan was. - - 100,000 00 
From the time of contracting that Loan 
up to the Ist June, 1824, the Debt 


Was increased in the sum of - - 107,050 00 
In the financial year 1824-25, the in- 

crease Was - - - - 98,823 85 
In the financial year 1825-26, ite in- 

crease Was - - - - 68,926 47 


In the financial year 1826-27, the in- 
crease was, (including the Market 


Seem i GAB STA 68 


The amount of the City Debt on the 

first of May, 1827, was - - 1,011,775 00 
In the financial year 1827- | 

28, the amount of the 

Debt was reduced 62,425 00 
And in the financial year 

1828-29, a further reduc- 

tion was made of 37,500 00 


Amounts carried forward 99,925 00 1,011,775 00 


ee ee 
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Amounts brought forward 99,925 00 1,011,775 00 
In the financial year 1829- 

30, the reduction was 19,0 19s20 
In the financial year 1830- 

31, the reduction was 11,600 00 
In the financial year 1831- 

32, the reduction was 63,206 82 


In these five years, the amount of the 
City Debt was reduced inthe sum of 194,651 07 


Leaving the aggregate amount of the 
Debt, May Ist 1832 -— - 
In the financial year 1832-33, the Debt 


$817,123 93 


Was increased - - - - 123,234 35 
In the financial year 1833-34, the Debt 

was increased - - ” - 137,730 00 
In the financial year 1834-35, the Debt 

was increased - - - - 69,310 69 
In the financial year 1835-36, the Debt 

Was increased - - - - 117,001 03 
In the financial year 1836-37, the Debt 

was increased - - - - 232,800 00 


The aggregate amount of the City Debt 
on the Ist day of May, 1837, was $1,497,200 00 


_ Auditor’s Office, May 17th, 1837. 
Wn. Haypen, Jr., Auditor. 
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City Treasurer’s OFfrice, 
Boston, May 5, 1837. 
SIR, 

In compliance with the request expressed in your 
note of this date, I would state for the information of 
the Committe in whose behalf you make it, that on 
the first of March last the whole amount of cash ‘in 
the ‘Treasury was as follows, viz. ! 

In Office, - - - §431 40 
In City Bank, - - 6693 79 . $7125 19 

All deposites are made in the City Bank. ‘The 
condition on which the business is transacted is, that 
the Bank shall allow four per centum on all balances 
in favor, and receive six per centum on all balances 
against the City. The interest is calculated daily 

and the account settled monthly. This agreement 
was, I understand, made many years since, by a Com- 
mittee appointed for the purpose, but I have never 
found any record of it. ‘Though the Bank has often 
made very liberal advances in times of scarcity in the 
money market, yet I do not know of any stipulated 
obligation by which it is bound to do this. | 

I hope the preceding gives the information you 
desire. If not, please let me know what further 
may be necessary to answer the object of your Com- 
mittee and I will furnish it, if in my power. 


Very respectfully, 
Your ob’t serv’t, 
RICHARD D. HARRIS, 
C. & C. Treasurer. 
Mr. Lewis Josseryn, 
Chairman of Committee of Common Council. 
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Crry TREASURER’S OFFICE, 
Boston, 15th May, 1837. 


Sir, 

In compliance with your request, I send, subjoin- 
ed, for the information of the Committee of which 
you are Chairman, a condensed statement of the in- 
terest account between the City Treasury and the 
City Bank, from 13th February, 1832, to 1st May 
1837. 

Respectfully, 
Your ob’t serv’t, 
RICHARD D. HARRIS, 
C. & C. Treasurer. 
Mr. Lewis Jossetyn, 
Charman of Committee of Common Council. 
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Common Council, No. 10—1837. 


Curvy OF BOSTON, 


In Common Council, May 25, 1837. 


The following Report and Ordinance, having 
been read, the Ordinance passed to a second reading, 
laid on the table, and the whole document ordered to 
be printed for the use of the Council. 


Attest, R. G. Wart, Clerk C. C. 


The Joint Committee to whom were referred “ the 
papers on file relating to Sewers and Drains,’ with 
instructions to consider and report, have attended 
to the subject and ask leave to 


RE PORE: 


That in their opinion the present system of assess- 
ing and collecting debts due the City on account of 
Common Sewers, is so exceedingly defective and so 
injurious to the interests of the City, that the Gov- 
ernment are called upon imperatively to effect some 
alteration in it. ‘The subject has been annually 
brought forward for the consideration of the Council 
for many years past, and its great importance has 
been universally admitted. By a Report made to the 
last Council it appears that from the time of the pas- 
sage of the first Ordinance in 1823, to the date of 
the Report, December 22, 1836, there had been ex- 
pended by the City on account of Common Sewers, 

$121,109 52 
And that there had been collected 26,431 31 
Leaving a balance | 94,678 31 

During the present year nothing has been collect- 
ed, but the above balance has been still further in- 
creased by additional expenses incurred. A part of 
this large sum having been paid for Sewers construc- 
ted to remove the top water from the streets, cannot 
be charged to individuals, and the Committee fear 
that part of the remainder has been lost, by the City 
having for so long a time to collect it. The greater 
_ part may however be yet recovered, but only by an 
entire change in the present system. ‘The Ordinance 
provides that the assessments and collection shall be 
made by the Auditor and City Marshal, so much 
however has the other business in those offices im- 
creased, that the Committee cannot assure the Coun- 


cil any probable period when they will be able to 
comply with it, and so peculiar is the nature of the 
debt now due, that any further delay in collecting it 
will be extremely injudicious, as it will render the 
ultimate collection of it doubtful. 

With these views of the subject your Committee 
now propose, that an officer shall be appomted, who 
shall have the entire superintendence of the Common 
Sewers, whose duty it shall be to make all assess- 
ments for them and to have the charge of their con- 
struction, and that demands for them shall be collect- 
ed by the ‘Treasurer, like other debts due the City— 
thus giving the said officer the powers and imposing 
upon him all the duties (except as relates to collec- 
tion) which are now possessed and performed by the 
Auditor, Marshal, and Superintendent of Streets, in 
regard to this subject. Under the present Ordinance, 
the Mayor and Aldermen may appoint one or more 
Clerks in the Auditor’s Office to assist him, it is 
however believed that the system now proposed will 
not only be more efficient, but also less expensive. 
The Committee are aware of the great reluctance of 
the Council to increase the number of salaried offi- 
cers, they believe however there is no other way in 
which the City will ever realize the large amount of 
debts due and continually becoming due for the ex- 
pense of Common Sewers, except by the appoint- 
ment of an officer, whose sole and especial duty it 
shall be, to attend to it—And they submit the fol- 
lowing Ordinance. 
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For the Committee, 


THO. WETMORE. 


CITY OF BOSTON. 


An Ordinance to establish the Office of Superintend- 
ent of Common Sewers. 


Be wt ordained, by the Mayor, Aldermen and Com- 
mon Council of the City of Boston, in City Council 
assembled, as follows,— 

1 Sec. 1. There shall be appointed annually in 
2 the month of May or June, by concurrent vote of 
3 the City Council, a Superintendent of common 
4. sewers, who shall hold his office until removed, 
5 (or asuccessor be appointed,) who shall receive 
6 such compensation as the City Council shall deter- 
7 mine, and who shall be removable at the pleasure 
8 of the City Council, and in case said office shall 
9. at any time become vacant, the same shall be filled 
10 in manner before prescribed. 
1 Sec. 2. ‘The said Supermtendent shall, under 
2 direction of the Mayor and Aldermen, take the 
3 general supervision of all common sewers, which 
4, now are, or hereafter may be built and owned by 
5 the City, or which may be permitted to. be built 
6 or opened by its authority, and he shall take charge 
7 of the building and repairs of the same, and make 
_ 8 all contracts for the supply of labor, and mate- 
9 rials therefor. 
1 Sec. 3. The said Superintendent whenever — 
2 any common sewer is ordered to be built or re- 
3 paired, shall ascertain its depth, breadth, mode of 
4, construction and general direction, and take a plan 
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5 thereof, and insert the same, with all those par- 
6 ticulars, in a book to be kept for that purpose, and 
7 forthwith ascertain and insert on said plan all en- 
8 tries made into such sewer—and obtain from the 
9 assessors’ book, the valuation of all estates which 

10 shall be benefitted thereby. 

1. Sec. 4. The said Superintendent shall keep 
2 an account of the expense of constructing each 
3 common sewer and assess the expense upon the 
4, persons and estates deriving benefit therefrom ; 
5 and after having completed said assessment, he 
6 shall report the same to the Mayor and Aldermen, 
7 and if sanctioned by them, he shall enter the same 
8 in books, to be kept for that purpose, and shall 
9 forthwith make out bills for the said assessments 
10 against all persons whose drains have entered the 

11 common sewer, or who have been otherwise 

12 benefitted thereby, and deliver the same to the 
13 City ‘Treasurer for collection; and the said 
14 Treasurer shall forthwith present the same for 
15 payment; and all bills or dues under this ordi- 
16 nance, which shall remain unpaid at the expira- 
17 tion of sixty days, shall be handed to the City 
18 Solicitor, and forthwith be put in suit. 

1 Sec. 5. The said Superintendent shall pro- 
2. ceed forthwith to make all assessments for com- 
3 mon sewers heretofore constructed by the City, 
4. the expenses of which have not already been as- 
5 sessed and collected, in the same manner as he is 
6 by this ordinance directed to proceed in relation 
7 to those which may hereafter be constructed. 

1 Sec. 6. The third, fourth, fifth, sixth, and 


2 thirteenth sections of ‘san Ordinance relative to 


6 
3 Drains and Sewers,” are hereby repealed; and 
4 all the powers granted to, and duties assigned 
5 to the Superintendent of Streets, are hereby 
6 transferred to the Superintendent of Sewers, as 


7 far as the same relate to Drains and Common 
8 Sewers. 
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Common Council, No. 11—1837. 


CrRe OF BOS RON. 


In Common Council, May 25, 1837. 


The following Rules and Regulations, for the gov- 
ernment of the House of Industry, were read, ordered 
to be printed, and referred to the Standing Commit- 
tee on the Houses of Industry, Correction, and Re- 
formation, to consider and report. 


Attest, Ricuarp G. Wart, Clerk C. C. 


At a meeting of the Board of Directors of the 
House of Industry, March 23, 1837, the within Rules 
and Regulations for the government of that Institu- 
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tion, were adopted, and ordered to be forwarded to 
the City Council, for their approval. 


For and in behalf of the Board of Directors, 
RICHARDS CHILD, Chairman. 


In the Board of Aldermen, May 22, 1837. 


Read and sent down. 


SAMUEL A. ELIOT, Mayor. 


OFFICERS 


OF THE 


HOUSE OF INDUSTRY, AND THEIR DUTIES. 


There shall be a Superintendent, Assistant Superin- 
tendent, Matron, Chaplain and Physician, connected 
with the House of Industry, appointed by the Board 
of Directors; there shall also be an hired man, as 
farmer and teamster, and such female assistants to 
the Matron as may be necessary, nominated by the 
Superintendent, and appointed by the Directors. 


‘: 


The Superintendent shall have the direction of the 
establishment under the supervision of the Board of 
Directors, and all subordinate officers are to respect 
and obey him accordingly. 

He shall see that all the officers and agents employ- 
ed about the establishment, do their duty, and have 
a personal care and supervision of their several 
engagements. 

He shall make such purchases and sales on account 
of the establishment as the Directors may require, 
keep, or cause to be kept a full account of all receipts 
and expenditures, and each month render an account 
to the Board. 

He shall attend to the quality of the provisions fur- 
nished for the inmates, see that they are good and of 
sufficient quantity, and that no waste takes place ; 
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that the House is kept clean and well ventilated ; 
that the inmates are properly classed, having regard to 
character and habits of order and cleanliness; that 
such inmates as are able to labor are kept at work, 
and that the general concerns of the establishment 
are well ordered and conducted. 

He shall examine all the rooms and cells occupied 
by mmates every day, or not less than every other 
day. 

He shall examine paupers when admitted, and note 
on their permits all such facts as are important to be 
preserved. | 

He shall see, or give direction that they be properly: 
cleansed, and that appropriate apartments are assign- 
ed to them, and that those who need medical atten- 
tion be immediately placed in care of the Physician. 

He shall make or cause to be made a Weekly Re- 
port to the Directors, showing the admissions, depar- 
tures, births and deaths; the supplies received, sales 
made, punishments inflicted, if any, the general em- 
ployment of inmates, and occurrences worthy of notice 
during the week. | 

He shall see that the sick, insane, idiots and children 
be treated with especial care and attention; that the 
inmates observe the rules prescribed to them, and 
punish all infractions. 
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The Assistant Superintendent shall assist the Su- 
perintendent in the discharge of his various duties, 
and act as Superintendent in the absence of that 
officer. 

_ The Superintendent and Assistant Superintendent 
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shall not be absent from the House at the same time, 
unless one of the Directors or some competent person 
be present to take charge of the. same, without the 
assent of the Directors. 


3. 


The Matron shall oversee the female inmates; see 
that they are properly provided for, that their apart- 
ments are clean and well aired, and select from 
among the female inmates such as are suitable to per- 
form the various branches of female labor required in 
the House; she shall see that women and children 
on admission are properly cleansed, and have suitable 
apartments assigned them; that articles provided for 
the table of the Superintendent and Officers, be not 
embezzled-or wasted by the inmates; that a due re- 
gard be had to comfort and economy in all the ar- 
rangements among the female inmates, and at the 
Children’s Asylum, in relation to food and clothing, 
and to perform such other duties as are proper to her 
station, under the advice of the Superintendent. 

The office of Matron shall always be filled by the 
wife of the Superintendent unless otherwise specially 
ordered by the Directors, it being understood that she 
shall be furnished with all necessary assistants. 


A, 


The Chaplain shall perform divine service on every 
. Sabbath, in the House, forenoon and afternoon, and 
he will visit the sick and dying for religious instruc- 
tion, on at least one day in each week other than the 


Sabbath. 
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5. 

The Physician and Surgeon shall attend the sick 
in the House of Industry, shall practice midwifery 
and surgery, and visit the sick personally in the House 
daily, unless prevented by sickness or other unavoida- 
ble cause, and at all other times when called for by 
either of the Directors or the Superintendent; he 
shall also attend the sick when called for by any Di- 
rector, and visit them in any of the Wards of the 
City. 

He shall, in no case, amputate a limb or perform 
any extraordinary operation, without the consent of 
the Board of Directors, and in all difficult cases he 
shall apply to the consulting physician for advice. 

He shall keep:a register of all the patients under 
his care in the House, shewing their names, places of 
residence and places where they belong, with a list of 
their diseases; and render a copy thereof together 
with an account. of the Medical Department, the 
number of deaths, the average number of sick, and 
the disease which may have been most prevalent, and 
also a statement of the general care and attention to 
the sick rendered by the Superintendent, Matron and 
Nurses of the House, on the last day of each of the 
following months, viz: September, December, March 
and June; that of March to embrace the whole year. 


ules to be observed by the Inmates of the House 
of Industry. 
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Each person admittted to the House of Industry 
for support, shall be examined by the Superintendent 
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or Matron, and give all required information relating 
to their birthplace, connexions and history ; they shall 
be thoroughly cleansed and have their clothing chang- 
ed, if necessary. 

Apartments shall be assigned to them, suited to 
their circumstances and character; if able to labor, 
they shall be furnished with employment; if sick, 
they shall be under the direction of the Physician, 
so far as their physical wants are concerned. 

They shall conduct themselves with decorum and 
respect towards the officers, their fellows and all other 
persons. 

2. 


The Bell will be rung every morning at or before 
sunrise, when all persons in health are required to 
rise and prepare for the duties of the day. 

Breakfast, Dinner and Supper will be announced 
by the ringing of the Bell, and all persons (the sick 
and disabled excepted) will immediately repair to 
their meals, take such seats as are assigned them by 
the Superintendent, and they must strictly observe 
decency and good order. 

No food must be taken from the kitchen, or provid- 
ed out of the usual times, except for the sick and 
infirm. 

At nine o’clock P. M. in Summer, and eight o’clock 
P. M. in Winter, at the ringing of the Bell, every 
person in the House will go to their apartment, ex- 
tinguish their light and retire to bed. 


3 | 
Cleanliness of all the persons in the House, is indis- 
pensably required; combing the hair and washing the 
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face and hands, must be performed immediately after 
rising in the morning, and washing previous to dinner 
and supper, and as much oftener, together with other 
parts of the body, shaving the beard and changing the 
apparel, as in the opinion of the Superintendent, may 
be necessary, and at least, one day in each week, 
appropriated to washing clothes, ) 


A. 


Particular care must be taken that the House and 
adjoining lands be kept neat. 

All tenanted rooms, together with the entries and 
stairways, must be swept every morning, and scoured 
as often as necessary, and no filth or dirt must be 
thrown out of the window, or on any place not assign- 
ed by the Superintendent. 


5. 


Employment shall be provided for all persons capa- 
ble of labor, and all persons will perform such and so 
much daily service as may be required, under the di- 
rection of the Superintendent. 

If any be slothful or refractory, they may be pun- 
ished by having their allowance of food shortened, or 
by solitary confinement, at the discretion of the 
Superintendent. , 

6. 


_ The sick shall have suitable apartments assigned 
them; be under the charge of the attending Phy- 
sician; have nurses selected to take care of ‘them, 
see that their apartments are kept clean, and all neces- 


saries administered. 
No person will be considered sick or infirm so as to 
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exempt them from labor, unless so pronounced by the 
attending Physician. 

No intoxicating liquors shall be allowed, except 
when prescribed by the Physician. 


7. 


Whenever any person dies in the House, the rel- 
atives or friends may remove the body, and inter it 
at their own expense ; otherwise such relatives or 
friends may request within twenty-four hours to have 
the interment made under the direction of the Super- 
intendent, within the enclosure. 


é. 


All the inmates of the House who can convenient- 
ly, shall attend Public Worship in the Chapel on-the 
Sabbath, and shall demean themselves with propriety 
there. 

, 9. 

_ All persons admitted to the House of Industry are 
prohibited going without the enclosure, without spe- 
cial permission of the Superintendent; and no person 
can be allowed to visit the House without his consent 
or a permit in writing from one of the Directors ; and 
persons visiting the establishment will not receive 
from or give any thing to the inmates, without the 
consent of the Superintendent or Matron. 

Inmates of sufficient health, who behave well in 
the House, may be permitted by the Superintendent 
to visit their friends abroad for one or more days, at 
the discretion of the Superintendent, not oftener than 
once in two months, (extraordinary cases excepted,) 
but it shall be the duty of the Superintendent to re- 

; 3 
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fuse this indulgence to such as behave improperly, 
and to such as have been deserters from the House 
within six months. 

Leave of absence shall not be granted to males and 
females in the same week. 


10. 


The inmates shall neither lie, curse nor swear, 
quarrel, fight, gamble, read immoral books, beg alms, 
steal, pilfer, bring into the House or receive from 
others, any intoxicating liquors for themselves or 
others, nor keep any bottles in their possession. 

They shall not sleep in their clothes, nor eat nor 
smoke in bed; nor shall they spit on the walls or 
floor; they shall not act or talk lewdly, nor ridicule 
nor revile their fellows, but shall administer to them 
and especially to the aged and infirm, all the aid and 
consolation in their power. 

They shall not sell nor barter their utensils, clothes 
or provisions, nor offer any fee or gratuity whatever, 
to any officer, nurse or servant of the House, for any 
service rendered or to be rendered. 
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The inmates shall observe and obey the preceding 
rules and regulations, and if they fail so to do, pos- 
sessing mental capacity, they shall be punished at.the 
discretion of the Superintendent by a reduction of 
diet or by solitary confinement not exceeding one 
week; if the offence be repeated, the Superintendent 
shall give notice thereof to the Directors in order that 
punishment may be increased, or the offender expelled 
from the House, as may be deemed proper. 
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Common Council, No. 12—1837. 


CI@Y OF BOSTON. 


In Common Council, June 22, 1837. 


The following Report having been read, and upon 
the question of its acceptance in concurrence, it was 
carried in the affirmative; and on motion of Mr. 
Josselyn, was ordered to be printed for the use of 
the Council. 


Attest, R. G. Warr, Clerk C. C. 


City Council, Boston, June 22, 1837. 


The joint Committee who were appointed “ to in- 
quire into the origin and circumstances of the dis- 
turbance of the public peace, which occurred in this 
City, on the afternoon of Sunday the 11th instant, 
with instructions to report in detail, and at as early 
a day as practicable,” have performed the duty of 
investigation assigned to them, and ask leave to 
present the following 


1h ad OR edt OBS Ot 


It will readily be believed, by all who were aware 
of the extent of the agitation and excitement which 
prevailed in the City, on the occasion to which the 
labors of the Committee were directed, that the diffi- 
culty of ascertaining the exact truth in relation to it 
was almost insurmountable. Yet, notwithstanding 
the great confusion of the time, the prevalent want of 
self-possession, and the natural reluctance of every 
one to give evidence which might injure a friend, a 
neighbor, or an associate, the Committee believe the 
following facts have been substantiated. Upon Sun- 
day, the 11th June, a funeral procession was formed 
in Broad Street, (in that part formerly called Sea 
Street,) near East Street, at about quarter before 
four o’clock, which, in conformity with the customary | 
practice of the Irish, was very numerously attended ; 
the persons assembled on the occasion being vaguely 
estimated at from three to five hundred in number. 
At about the same time, or a little earlier, perhaps 
half an hour sooner, the Engine Company, whose 
house is in East Street, returned from the fire in 
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Roxbury, which occurred on that day, and after put- 
ting their Engine into the house, many of them re- 
paired toa neighboring store for refreshments. In 
returning from the store, one of their number became 
engaged in a scuffle with some of the persons who 
Were Waiting to attend the funeral, (and who were 
standing in groups in East and Broad Streets) and he 
was either pushed or fell from the sidewalk. What 
were the particular circumstances which occasioned 
this rencounter the Committee have not been able to 
learn; but its consequences were immediately per- 
ceived, in the anxiety of the engimemen for the de- 
fence of their comrade, and the angry demeanor of 
those who were, or who thought themselves, insulted 
by his deportment. A number of the Irishmen in the 
Street drawing hastily towards the Engine House, 
induced an officer of the Company to order the En- 
gine to be drawn out into the Street, and the bell at- 
tached to it to be struck, and at nearly the same time 
the bell of the New South Church was rung. This 
signal of alarm seemed to check the approach of those 
who were apparently collecting with hostile intent ; 
and the funeral procession being almost immediately 
formed, and moving along its intended way, the 
symptoms of conflict were passing away with it. In 
its progress through Broad Street, however, it unfor- 
tunately happened that it came in contact with another 
Engine Company, which had been summoned by the 
alarm bell, and was proceeding down Summer Street, 
supposing a fire to call for their exertions in that 
vicinity. ‘The Committee have no evidence before 
them that there was any intention, on the part of the 
Company coming down Summer Street, to offer the 
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slightest insult, or in any way to incommode the pro- 
cession. On the contrary, they believe the Company 
was going to:the performance of its duty in the usual 
manner. But it will readily be imagined that the al- 
most unavoidable interruption, connected as it was, 
in the minds of those who are prompt in their resent- 
ment of any indignity, with the slight collision which 
had just taken place, was regarded as an act of inten- 
tional contumely. It is in evidence that it was so re- 
garded, and the almost instant result was a very sud- 
den and violent attack upon the Engine Company, 
and a conflict of a much more serious character than’ 
that which had appeared to be subsiding a few mo- 
ments before. So far as has been shown to the 
Committee the Company acted only on the defen- 
Sive, and as the number of persons attending the fu- 
neral greatly exceded that of the members of the Fire 
Department who were present, the latter were speed- 
ily driven back by the former, who, it appears, hasti- 
ly armed themselves with clubs from an adjoining 
wood yard. Other Engine Companies began to ap- 
pear on the ground, however, and with the aid of a 
part of their members, and by the use of stones and 
other missiles, the Irish were compelled to retreat, 
the funeral procession was broken up, and the hearse 
with a few followers was hurried along till it reached 
a place of safety. No injury or indignity was offered 
to the hearse, or the body it conveyed. From this 
time, which as nearly as can be ascertained, was 
about 4 o’clock, ora little after, until nearly 6 o’clock, 
when a military force put a stop to it, the contest 
raged with increasing violence, with swelling num- 
bers, and with rising passion. The alarm of a riot 
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having spread rapidly through the City, very many of 
the inhabitants hurried to the scene of combat; and 
mingled in it, or endeavored to check it, or looked on 
with the interest of curiosity, as their dispositions 
severally led them. ‘The officers of most of the En- 
gine Companies who were there, the Engineers, and 
especially the Chief Engineer, used their best efforts 
to draw off their men, ordering them home with their 
Engines, and using all expedients which were practi- 
cable to diminish the tumult. Several companies 
and many individuals belonging to the department 
were thus extricated from the conflict; but their 
places were more than supplied by other citizens, 
who participated in all the excitement of the occa- 
sion, without having had any share in its origin. It 
has been established before the Committee, and is 
known to such members of it as were present, that as 
the fight advanced along Broad Street towards the 
end of Purchase Street, the number of members of 
the Fire Department, engaged, gradually diminished, 
and no one connected with it has been identified as 
having participated in the shameful destruction of 
buildings and furniture which took place at that point. 
Many persons who were active in the riot towards its 
close, when the Irish were driven into their houses, 
and the destruction of property began, belonged to 
[those classes of the community who sympathise in a 
common prejudice against foreigners, who, as they 
think, interfere with their occupations; and to these 
were added a great number of unreflecting youths 
It has been estimated that damage to the amount of 
$3,000 was done before the appearance of the milita- 
ry put a stop to the tumult and the depredation which 
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had alarmed and disgraced the City. It may be 
added that no lives were lost on either side. 

The Committee have thus given as exact an ac- 
count as they are able of the principal scene of con- 
fusion. Another outrage occurred in another part of 
the City, which they deem it proper to mention, as it 
was connected with both of the original parties in the 
conflict. An Engine Company was returning from 
Broad Street, with a few of its members and one offi- 
cer, while several persons were assisting in dragging 
the Engine who were not connected with the Com- 
pany, and in passing through Exchange Street, they 
met an Irishman, walking with his wife and two chil- 
dren. ‘The Irishman was, without any provocation, 
suddenly assaulted, severely beaten, his clothes torn, 
and his life endangered by persons who had hold of 
the Engine or its rope; but whether those persons 
belonged to the company or not, the Committee have 
found it impossible, after much examination, to ascer- 
tain. No individual has been recognised as concern- 
ed in this disgraceful transaction; and your Com- — 
mittee have only to express their deep regret that 
any Engine Company should be, in any degree, im- 
plicated in an assault of so gross, so aggravated, and 
so meana character. ‘They purposely refram from 
mentioning names, or referring to particular Compa- 
nies, as far as possible, because the examination be-_ 
fore them was not on oath, and the results of it may 
hereafter appear in the records of the courts. Some 
individuals not connected with the Fire Department, 
may perhaps be identified as concerned in one por- 
tion, or another, of the riot; and the Committee, at 
the outset, felt some surprise that more persons con- 
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nected with so extraordinary a series of outrages, 
could not be ascertained. A little reflection, how- 
ever, upon their personal experience in the affair, 
convinced them that it is no easy matter to recognise 
a face, seen perhaps but once, and then disfigured by 
passion, or, it may be, by blood, or by wounds, after 
the excitement of the parties has passed away. Many 
must escape, therefore, from the exemplary punishment 
they deserve, for want of witnesses to identify them. 
No remarks of the Committee can be necessary to 
impress upon the Council, or the community at large, 
a proper sense of the enormity of the offences com- 
mitted, on the Sabbath, against law, order, property 
and persons, on the occasion which gave rise to this 
investigation ; but some lessons may be learnt from 
the lamentable occurrence, to which it may be useful 
to advert. 

The Committee have reason to believe that some 
exaggerations and misstatements have gone abroad 
respecting the agency of the Fire Department in the 
business. It is impossible for them to imagine that 
there was any previous concert, or predetermination 
to riot on their part. The ocurrence of the fire at 
Roxbury, which had called them together, was not of 
their procuring; nor did they know that a funeral 
procession of such unusual extent was to pass through 
Broad Street. . Even after the scuffle in East Street, 
there is every probability that the more serious con- 
flict would not have occurred, had not another En- 
gine, with its company, unintentionally come in con- 
tact with the procession already in a state of some 
excitement. The whole arose from the accidental 
collission of parties, both of whom are naturally exci- 
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table. The Fire Department have no particular ill 
will to the Irish, though individuals among them may 
partake of a feeling, which is shared by many others 
in the community, of general dislike to all foreign 
laborers. It is an unhappy circumstance that so mis- 
taken a feeling should exist in a country, where, not- 
withstanding the great extent of importation, the de- 
mand for labor is not and cannot be supplied ; where 
the wages of labor are higher in proportion to other 
things, than in any other civilized country, and where 
with the growth of the population the objects of use- 
ful labor multiply in a ratio still more rapid. The 
feeling however, is not peculiar to the Fire Depart- 
ment, and they should not, therefore, bear the odium 
of any deliberate purpose of assault or insult. This 
is not the proper occasion to speak of the faults of the 
Fire Department; but whatever they may be, the 
Committee are anxious that they should not be over- 
estimated ; and that their services, which have, of 
late, been peculiarly arduous and valuable, should not 
be forgotten in the sudden and violent excitement at- 
tendant upon the circumstances of this extraordinary 
occasion. 

The feeling, to which the Committee have allud- 
ed, is strengthened by the indiscretion of the other 
party. Instead of assimilating, at once, with the cus- 
toms of the country of their adoption, our foreign 
population are too much in the habit of retaining their 
own national usages, of associating too exclusively 
with each other, and living in groups together. These 
practices serve no good purpose, and tend merely to 
alienate those among whom they have chosen to re- 
side. It would be the part of wisdom to abandon, at 


once, all usages and associations which mark them as 
foreigners, and to become in feeling and in custom, 
as well as in privileges and rights, citizens of the 
United States. 

The frightful excesses, which were committed on 
Sunday, the 11th instant, in this hitherto orderly 
City, have led the Committee to reflect with deep 
concern, as they trust the public will also reflect, up- 
on the danger of beginning a braw] in the street, the 
termination of which no one can foretell. Heretofore 
it has been common to rely with unlimited confidence 
on the character we have always maintained. It has 
been considered impossible that passions could be ex- 
cited among us, which would produce such dreadful 
results. ‘The melancholy experience of that day has 
proved that we are not exempt from even the ex- 
treme infirmities of human nature. Let no man, and 
no company of men, under whatever name they may 
be associated, imagine that turmoil once begun can be 
checked whenever they themselves may wish to 
check it. And let the few who are reckless of conse- 
quences, or who are ambitious of producing such mis- 
erable scenes of violence and plunder, take warning 
from the events of that day, that the power of the 
law is sufficient to restrain them, and that the public 
will is, that public order shall be maintained at all 
hazards. 


By order of the Committee, 
SAML. A. ELIOT, Chairman. 
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In the Board of Aldermen, June 23d, 1837. ° 


Read and accepted. ol 
Sent down for concurrence. 


SAML. A. ELIOT, Mayor. 


In Common Council, June 22d, 1837. 


Read and concurred. 
PH. MARETT, Predident 
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Common Council, No. 13—1837. 
Cuarw OF BOSWON, 


In Common Council, Aug. 31, 1837. 


The following Report was read and non-concurred, 
and the same was referred to the Standing Commit- 
tee on Public Instruction, with such as the Board of 
Aldermen may join, to consider and Report, and to 
be printed for the use of the Council. 


Sent up for concurrence. 


Attest, Ricuarp G. Warn, Clerln, CUS 


The Committee appointed “to consider the expe- 
diency of applying to the City Council for a new 
School House, for the accommodation of the north- 
ern wards of the City,” have attended to the duty 
assigned them, and respectfully submit the result of 
their investigations. 


The number of pupils belonging to the Hancock 
School is about 600. Average attendance, 500. ‘The 
two rooms can seat only 448. About fifty are sep- 
arated from the body of the school, and imperfectly 
accommodated in the Ward Room beneath, where 
they are allowed the services of one assistant teacher. 

The whole number of pupils in the Eliot School is 
423. Average attendance, 375. The rooms can 
seat 402. — 

The whole number enrolled in the two Schools is 
1023. Average attendance, 875. Both Schools can 
accommodate 850, or 25 less than the average atten- 
dance. 
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The excess, therefore, to be provided: for, is not 
large, and the Committee are of opinion that it will — 
not for several years, be very much increased. Con- 
sequently they are not prepared to recommend the 
establishment of a new School. 

Their attention was next turned to the question 
whether an arrangement could be made to accommo- 
date this excess in the Schools already existing. It 
cannot be done in the Hancock School, which now 
has a surplus of fifty, notwithstanding that forty or 
more have recently been transferred to the Bow- 
doin School. Nor can it be done in the Eliot School, | 
which receives only boys, and is also nearly or quite 
full. 

In proposing a measure which appears to the Com- 
mittee as both feasible and desirable, they solicit 
from the Board a candid consideration of the follow- 
ing facts. 

The building occupied by the Eliot School is in 
almost every respect inconvenient. However well it 
may have ‘answered the purposes to which it was de- 
voted many years ago, it is every way inferior to the 
School Houses which have since been erected, and of 
which both teachers and pupils are now receiving the 
benefit. It is not sufficiently spacious, even for the 
comfortable accommodation of the present number of 
pupils. ‘The forms, besides being too narrow, are 
crowded too closely together; and the seats, which 
are merely oval stools, without backs, are quite too 
contracted. ‘Ihe space in front of the forms, occupi- 
ed by the teachers, should be at least four feet wider, 
and the aisles are all considerably too narrow. The 
_ building is not sufficiently elevated, the floor of the 
lower room being nearly on a level with the street, 
and therefore, as it has a street at each end, much in- 
commoded by noise. ‘This fact also renders the 
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rooms excessively warm in summer; and in cloudy 
weather the lower room is so dark as to make it very 
inconvenient for the pupils to write. The rooms 
cannot be well ventilated ; and the ceiling is so low 
as not to allow the presence of a volume of air suffi- 
cient for health and comfort. It is often necessary 
in the coldest weather, to open the windows for the 
admission of the external air, thus exposing the 
health of both instructers and scholars. The build- 
ing contains no ante-room for the safe depositing of 
hats, umbrellas, and outer garments. If left in the 
entry, which, besides being too small for the pur- 
pose, is open to the street, they are liable to be pur- 
loined, as in several instances has been the case. If, 
as is now done, they are taken within the schook 
rooms, great inconvenience in several particulars is 
the result, especially when such articles are wet. 
These considerations, together with others, of a 
still more unpleasant character, which would be ob- 
vious to any one examining the premises, induce the 
Committee to give utterance to their decided opinion 
that a new house should be erected for the accom- 
modation of the Eliot School. If this were done, it 
might be of sucha construction and capacity as would 
meet, at least for the present, the necessities of the 
three northern wards. ‘The Committee are informed 
that land sufficient for the proposed enlargement, can 
now be procured on reasonable terms. Should the 
lots adjoining pass into other hands, and buildings of 
more than one story be erected thereon, the lower 
room of the present School House, would be render- 
ed unfit for use. The Committee are also informed. 
that the citizens of ward one, if a new School House 
should be erected within their limits, will petition that 
a ward room may be constructed in the basement story. 
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The Committee therefore respectfully propose the 
following order :— 

Ordered, 1. That application be made immedi- 
ately to the City Council for a new School House, 
for the accommodation of the Eliot School. 

2. ‘That in case the request be granted, the Eliot 
and Hancock Schools, after the completion of the 
new house, shall be newly organized, and both be for 
boys and girls. 

In behalf of the Committee, 
B. STOW, Chairman. 


In School Committee, Aug. 8, 1837. 
Read, accepted and the first order passed, and the 
second was laid on the table. 


Attest, S. F. McCLEARY, Secretary. 


In School Committee, Aug, 24, 1837. 

The second order was called up, and indefinitely — 
postponed. 

Attest, S. F. McCLEARY, Secretary. 


In Board of Aldermen, Aug. 28, 1837. 
Referred to the Committee on Public Buildings. 
Sent down for concurrence. 


SAML. A. ELIOT, Mayor. 


In Common Couneil, Aug. 31, 1837. 
Read and non-concurred, and the same was referred 
to the Standing Committee on Public Instruction, 
with such as the Board of Aldermen may join, to 
consider and report. 
Sent up for concurrence, 


PH. MARETT, President. 


Common Council, No. 14....183%7. 


CITY OF BOSTON. 


In Common Council, Aug. 31, 1837. 


The following statement of Receipts and Expen- 
ditures was read, and referred in concurrence to the 
Standing Committee on the Houses of Industry, 
Correction and Reformation, on the part of this 
Board, and ordered to be printed for the use of the | 
Council. 


Attest, 
Ricuarp G. Wait, Clerk C. C. 
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A statement of Receipts and Expenditures on ac- 
count of the House of Reformation, from April Ist, 


1836, to April Ist, 1837. 


for Clothing, 


Shoes and Boots, 435 pair 389 34. 


Sattinet, 353 yards 328 34 
_ Rouen Cassimere, 2293 yards AL 35 
Thread, Needles, Combs, &c. OIRO 


Sheeting, 305 yards 27 50 
- Yarn, “ 23 |bs. 20 71 
_ Denims, 564 yds. » 10 74 
Scarlet Cravats, 2 10-12 doz. 9 67 


Amount carried forward, 


EXPENDITURES. 
For Provisions. 

Bread, 26,755 lbs. 1073 46 
Beef, 8,455 Ibs... .4b9spe 
Molasses, 926 gallons 397 O1 
Tea, 375 Ibs. 125 48 
Flour, 25 bbls. 278 26 
Rice, 3044 lbs. 156 16 
Milk, 556 gallons 123 20> 
Indian Meal, - 74 bushels 89 42 
Meat for family use, 68 43 
Butter, 256 lbs. 64. 89 
Sugar, 405 Ibs. 50 81° 
Fish, 5 quintals 18 75 
Beans, 7 bushels 16 38 
Vinegar, 99 gallons 13 22 
Bread for family use, 45 80 
Pork 1 barrel 28 00 
Sundries, _ 290, O08 sie 


3198 92 
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Amount brought forward, 
Col’d Cambric, 634 yards 6 


Bombazett, I piece A 
Crash 23% yards 2 
Buttons, 12 gro. 5 
Calico and Linen, 14 yards 5 


For Fuel and Laght. 
Coal, 388 tons 8 chaldrons 523 
Wood, 16 cords 133 
Oil, 62 gallons 61 


For House Furniture. 
Brushes, Mats, Tin & Wooden 


'* Ware, &c. a 
Looking Glasses, 5 
Knives and Forks, 5 
Chairs, 5 
Trunk, 1 


. For Salaries. 
Francis C. Whiston, 1 year 1000 
George T. Haskins, 24 mo. 104 


John Stimpson, — l year 350 
Brown Emerson 64 mo. 263 
Elizabeth Groves, 9mo. 150 
Mary E. Parker, 121-6 mo. 156 
Henry Faxon, 1 year. 75 
Edward Fury, 3 3-5 mo. 49 
John R. Woods, 2, mo. 38 
Joseph B. Rochfort, 74 mo. 135 
Samuel Kettell, 1 mo. 23 
David Coggin, 33 mo. 154 


Amount carried forward, 


3198 92 


97 
18—-891 03 


50 
63 
70—-718 83, 


09 
70 
50 
00 
75——55 04 


00 
16 
00 
89 
00 
25 
00 
50 
AO 
00 
39 
81—2500 40 


—————— 


7364 22 


Amount brought forward, 


For Miscellaneous Expenditures. 


Coach Hire for the Directors, 197225 
Allowance to Superintendent, on 


account of his family, 145 80 
Expenditure on the Garden, 97 22 
Soap 95 10 
Stage fare, Advertising, Lumber, 

&e. 70 88 


Office expenses and Furniture, 136 82 
Board, &c., of Charles Hubbard, 106 07 


1364 22 


Doctor’s Bill, 21 00. 
Retaking Runaways, 29 00 
- Stationary, Binding, &c. A6 O1 
Silk Worms, 9 58 
House Sand, 6 72 
Newspapers, 2 years, 37 25 


‘Repairs, Carting, Labor, &c. 108 74—1107 44 


For furnishing the New House. 
Ticking, 93 25 


Carpeting, 365 99 

Painted Pani 66 a3 ca 
Hearth Rugs and Bocking, 22 00 
Plated Ware, Knives and Forks, 88 37 
Palm Leaves, for Beds, 63 26 
Sheeting, 134 73 
Duck, 67 00 
Earthen Ware, 104 81 
Blankets, 112 50 
Bedsteads, 253 00 
Chairs and Tables, 248 83 


Amount carried forward, 


Fe ee ee ea 


8471 66 


\ 


Amount brought forward, 8471 66 
Check, 81522 

Crash, 8 80 

Table Cloths, | 3 50 

Bed Sackings, ! 7 84 

Writing Desk, 20 00 

Linen Damask, 12 00 

Cast Iron Bowls, , 3 38 

Sundries, 10 10—1767 46 
For Provisions, (omitted. ) 

Flour, 5 barrels 60. 00 
Total Expenditures, $10,299 12 

RECEIPTS. 


By drafts on the City Auditor, $10,877 01 
Cash received of the Su- 

perintendent for boys’ labor, 1,112 45 

Sales of Grass, 55 00 

‘¢ other articles 59 02 


Total Receipts, $12,103 48 
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At a meeting of the Directors of the House of Re- 
formation, August 14th, 1837, 
Voted, ‘That the foregoing Annual Statement of 
the receipts and Expenditures of the House of Refor- 
mation, for the last financial year, be signed by the 
Committee on Accounts, and forwarded to the City 
Council. . 
S. KETTELL, Clerk. 
Examined, | 


H. I. BAKER, Committee on 
JAS. C. WILD, Accounts. 


In the Board of Aldermen, Aug. 21, 1837. 


Referred to the Committee on the Houses of In- 
dustry, Correction and Reformation, with such as the 
Common Council may join. 

Sent down for concurrence. 


SAML. A. ELIOT, Mayor. 


In Common Council, Aug. 31, 1837. 


Read, and the Standing Committee on said Houses | 
on the part of the Common Council are joined. 


PH. MARETT, President. 
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Common Council, No. 15—1837. 
Crery OF BOSBVON 


In Common Council, Oct. 12, 1837. 
The following Ordinance and Order having been 


severally read, were passed to a second reading, and 
together with the Report and document accompa- 
nying, ordered to be printed for the use of the Coun- 
cil. Attest, | 
Ricuarp G. Wait, Clerk C. C. 


City Hall, Boston, Sept. 18, 1837. 
Lo the City Council, 
GENTLEMEN, 

The events of the last few months, in this City and 
elsewhere, have shown, in the clearest manner, the 
importance, the necessity of being provided with 
prompt and efficient means of enforcing the laws, pre- 
serving the peace, and of arresting those who discover 
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a disposition to violate either. If we are to hold our 
lives and property at the mercy of the incendiary, the 
burglar, or the lawlessly violent, the advantages of 
civilized society are lost, the social bond is broken, 
and the state of things when every man’s hand was 
against every man is revived. 

The increasing amount of offences against society, 
of the descriptions above alluded to,—increasing in a 
ratio more rapid than that of the population—shows 
that there is a spirit of violence abroad, which must 
be met by an exibition of sufficient power to control 
it, on the side of law and order, if we wish to preserve 
the value of our institutions, or show ourselves capa- 
ble of that self-government which has been the pride 
of the nation. _ 

Whatever may be the case in other countries, it is 
manifestly impossible that any sufficient or justifying 
cause should exist for popular violence in this, where 
republican institutions secure to every individual his 
just share in the government of the whole. » ‘The laws 
are the expression, and the only true expression of 
the will of the majority; and he who violates, or 
attempts to violate them by force, either alone, or in 
combination with others, not only commits a crime 
against them, but, at the same time, is guilty of trea- 
son against the constitution of his country. He 
proves himself to be no republican, but setting his own 
will, or that of a few associates, against that of the 
majority, he is unworthy of the protection he would 
refuse to those who differ from him. | 

But it is unnecessary to argue a point upon which 
all good citizens agree. ‘The only question is which 
shall have the controlling power, the laws and those 
who support them, or the offenders against law and 
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order. There can be no doubt on which side the 
majority is to be found ; but the means which that 
majority have heretofore used, for the defence of their 
rights of person and property, seem to become, with 
the progress of time, less efficient than is desirable. 
Offenders escape with impunity, and offences will 
consequently multiply, till life is rendered insecure, 
and the value of every jossession is diminished. 
With circumstances measures must be changed; and 
the amount and organization of police force, which 
was sufficient for a small town, must be altered, with 
the course of events, to that which is essential for a 
large City. The police of this City has hitherto con- 
sisted of a small number of constablés, and is rather 
adapted to circumstances as they were a half century 
ago, than as they exist.at the present moment, and I 
esteem it my duty to ask the aid of the City Council 
in organising a more efficient corps of police officers. 
I believe the time has arrived when those who are 
disposed to maintain law and order, and the fair fame 
of the City, must give their active personal exertions, 
or must contribute a part of their substance to secure 
the value of the rest. ‘Turbulence and crime are of 
too frequent occurrence to be neglected, and those 
who are guilty of them are too numerous to be longer 
controlled by the means now at the disposal of the 
City Authorities. Something more is requisite ; and 
I cannot feel a doubt as to the disposition of the pub- 
lic to sustain the Council in any judicious efforts to 
secure the peace and safety of the community. 

I do not forget that the civil officer may, on emer- 
gency, call in the aid of the military arm; but besides 
the fact that much mischief may be done, before the 
forms of calling out a military force can be complied 
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with, and that some outrage must actually have been 
committed to justify the call, there are many viola- 
tions of law, not important enough to require military 
interference which could easily be prevented by a 
small number of men on the spot, but which cannot 
be remedied after they have been committed. ‘The 
prevention of evil is far easier than the application of 
a remedy. 

For the services heretofore rendered by the military, 
the community is grateful; but there can scarcely 
exist a doubt, that a force which is more constantly 
on the alert, would be exceedingly useful in the mat-_ 
ters of police which, in every large City, require un- 
remitting attention. 

To the formation and speedy organization of such 
a corps of police officers, or to the adoption of other 
measures which may seem to them more expedient, 
I invite the attention of the City Council ; convinced 
that the difference which will be produced by it, in 
the comfort and safety of the citizens, will reconcile 
them to any reasonable expense which may be neces- 


sary for the object. 
SAMUEL A. ELIOT, Mayor. | 


In the Board of Aldermen, September 18, 1837. 

Read and referred to the Mayor, Aldermen Wet- 

more, Gurney and Hunting, with such as the Common 

Council may join, to consider and report. Sent down 
for concurrence. 


SAMUEL A. ELIOT, Mayor. 
In Common Council, Sept. 21, 1837. 


Read and concurred, and Messrs. Chapman, Bart- 
lett, Isaac Harris, Grosvenor and Josselyn were join- 


ed. PH. MARETT, President. 
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Boston City Council, Oct. 12, 1837. 


The Committee who have had the subject of the : 
Police of the City under consideration ask leave to 
to submit-the following 


REPORT. 


They are unanimously of opinion that the Police 
force of the City ought to be increased. They believe 
the time has come when the preservation of order and 
the observance of law must be maintained by the ex- 
hibition of a greater physical force than has hereto- 
fore been requisite for those objects. ‘The City has 
grown to three or four times the size it formerly was, 
without any proportionate increase of the means of 
enforcing the laws and ordinances. ‘The question 
which principally occupied the attention of the Com- 
mittee was to what extent the organization of a new 
corps of police officers should be carried; and after 
the discussion of some other propositions, the follow- 
ing scheme was adopted as the best which occurred 
to them, but subject to the constant revision of the 
Board of Aldermen, as experience should prove its 
sufficiency or insufficiency. Let the City be divided 
into four districts, in each of which nine police men, 
of whom one shall be an officer having supervision 
of the others, shall patrol during the whole day, for 
the purpose of securing the peace of the City, and 
the execution of the laws and ordinances. ‘These 
police men must have the powers of constables, and 
should be under the direction of the City Marshal. 
They will furnish to that officer the eyes and the 
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hands which are necessary to enable him to perform 
the multifarious duties required of him. They will 
be able, it is hoped, to prevent many of those annoy- 
ances to: the public which arise from the breach of 
ordinances, devised for the common good, but which 
it has heretofore been the particular business of no 
one to enforce ; and also to check those breaches of 
the peace which have been too numerous for the good 
reputation of the City. It is intended to imitate, as 
far as may be, the system of London, were a similar 
patrol is established, and is found to be of great ad- 
vantage in various ways besides the enforcement of 
laws. In cases of accident, or alarm of fire, they can 
rendér much assistance, and they are a body upon 
whom all strangers greatly rely for aid and protection. 
Such, it 1s hoped, will be the result here ; and the rules 
of the London police are so nearly similar to those 
which will be needed in this City, that little ag 
can occur in adapting them to our wants. 

In addition to the day police, the Committee are 
of opinion that the night watch should be augmented. 
It is now so small that, on every occasion of alarm, 
it becomes necessary to increase it; and this being 
done suddenly, the men are often without experience, 
and cannot be considered as equal to those who have 
previously been accustomed to the duty. An addi- 
tion of about thirty men was considered by the Com- 
mittee desirable ; so that there should never be less 
than fifty men on duty at once. The Committee were 
of opinion that the system of the watch is as good as 
need be, and that the only necessary improvement 
was an addition to the number of men employed. 
The expense of the change suggested is a subject of 
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estimate only, and as far as the Committee were able — 
to judge, would probably be as follows. It is sup- 
posed that the men for the day police could be en- 
gaged at a rate not exceeding one dollar a day, and 
the officers of the districts at two dollars a day. This 
would amount to the sum of $14,600 per annum. 

The augmentation of the watch at the present price, 
which is believed to be sufficient, would cost about 
$10,000 per annum, making a total of nearly $25,000. 
As almost half of the present financial year has past, 
the Committee recommend an additional appropria- 
tion of $13,000, of which $5,000 should be added to 
the appropriation for the watch, and $8,000 to the 
appropriation for constables, for the current year. 
The Committee report herewith a draft of an Ordi- 
nance regulating the Police of the City of Boston, 
-and ask leave to submit the following order. 

For the Committee. 


SAML. A. ELIOT. 


Ordered, That the Treasurer be, and he hereby is 
authorised to borrow, under the direction of the Com- 
mittee of Finance a sum not excceding thirteen thou- 
sand dollars, of which sum, five thousand dollars shall 
‘be added to the appropriation for the watch for the 
current financial year, and eight thousand dollars to 
the appropriation for.constables for the present finan- 
cial year. 


oO Or & CO 
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AN ORDINANCE 
Regulating the Police of the City of Boston. 


Secr. 1. Be it ordained by the Mayor, Al- 
dermen, and Common Council of the City of 
Boston, in City Council assembled, as follows, viz: 
That for the greater security of persons and prop- 
erty in the City of Boston, and for the better ex- 
ecution of its by-laws and ordinances, the City 
shall be divided by the Mayor and Aldermen into 
police districts, in each of which there shall be 
appointed a sergeant and such number of men as 
the’ Mayor and Aldermen may think requisite, 
who shall patrol their respective districts every 
day, at such hours as they may be required to do 
so by the regulations which shall be established 
by the Board of Aldermen. 

Sect. 2. The said police men and officers 


shall be appointed to the office of Constables, and 


shall be removable at the pleasure of the Mayor 
and Aldermen; and they shall receive such com- 
pensation for their services as the City Council 
may, from time to time, determine. 

Secr. 3. It shall be the duty of the officers 
and men thus appointed to take cognizance of all 
violations of law, or of the City ordinances, and 
remedy or prevent the same as far as may be in 
their power; to check and prevent, if possible, all 
breaches of the peace, and generally to exercise 
all those powers which constables are now by law 


‘authorized to do, in relation to matters of police, 


and no others. In cases of accident, they shall 
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10 render such assistance as may be required and 
11 practicable. ‘They shall also give the alarm in 
12 case of fire in their district, and render such as- 
13 sistance as they may be able. ‘They shall pay 
14 particular attention to all vagrant children, inquire 
15 into their places of residence, ascertain their pa- 
16 rents, or other nearest relatives, or guardians, and 
17 make report of the same to the City Marshal. 
18 They shall report to the sergeant of their district 
19 all offences, or violations of law, which they have 
20 known to occur, as soon as may be, in order that 
21 the perpetrators of the same may be convicted in 
22 the proper courts. | 

Sect. 4. ‘The officers shall be responsible for 
the good conduct of the men under their com- 
mand ; and it shall be their duty to see that the 
men are attentive and correct in the performance 
of what is required of them, and that their deport- 
ment is suitable to the important office they fill. 
They shall receive the reports of their men, and 
make return of the same to the City Marshal; 
and under his direction, shall enter, when requir- 
ed, such complaints as may be necessary at the 
Police Court, or before the Grand Jury. 

Secr. 5. Both officers and men shall be under 
the general direction of the City Marshal, in re- 
gard to the performance of their respective duties, 
and shall conform to such regulations, relative to 
those duties, as may, at any time, be prescribed 


6 by the Mayor Aldermen. 


—F . 
=m OOO 3 GS Or —& CO N- 


— 


Or & CO do 


7 ne ¢ 
item | “te Pe a be 
‘ v OSS” MI aa { 
S999 OF ‘sWoMy a 
ik xis td ei 
a4 Mdaging Uh, 
v (tock A ar vik > 
‘ ie} 4a) E ll Bas 


. . ; mS “hole § : * ai : 


‘ oe oe 
TH tt wat) Se +f eee ig 


i 


; ’ | a ‘TV vin 


ya : itis: a} Juhl 


Common Council, No. 16.—1837. 


=e ) In Common Council, October 12, 1837. 
The following Account was read and concurred in the reference, and ordered to be printed for the use of the Council. 


Attest, | RICHARD G. WAIT, Clerk C. C. 
Dr. City of Boston in account with Calvin Bailey, Inspector of Alien Passengers, Cr. 
a 
1837. July 3. By cash collected of 595 ali- 
July 3. For cash paid boat hire for June, - - - - - - - - $11 37 ensin June, - - - 1194 00 
Commission on $1,194 a 10 per cent., - - - - - ~ - - 119 40\Aug. 3. By cash collected of 602 ali- 
de Cash paid City Treasurer, - - - - - - - - - - 1063 23 ensin July, - - - 1204 00 
August 3. Cash paid boat hire for July, - - - - - - - - . 17 40\Sept. 7. By cash collected of 419 ali- 
Commission on $1204, a 10, - - - - - . ~ - 2 120 40 ens in August, % a 838 00 
; Cash paid City ‘Treasurer, - ° ‘ 3 : - ; z - 1044 00'Oct. 4. By cash collected of 506 ali- 
Sept’r 7. Cash paid boat hire for August, - a - : u in “ » . 15 00 ens in September, - i 1012 00 
Commission on $838, - . - - - - - - - 83 80 - 
Cash paid City Treasurer, - - - - - - - - - - 761 40 PEDNAAR 
Oct. 4. Cash paid boat hire for September, mea sth: Am Brig ho - - 14.75 
Commission on $1012, - - - - - - - - - - 101 20 
Cash paid for passages, as follows : 
3 « John S. Cripps, wife and child to Yarmouth, = - - - 6 00 | 
1 « Henry Darby, for New York, Sy eho - - - 8 50 
1 : Cornelius Ring, * - - - - - - 3 00 
4 « Mary Darley and 3 children to Halifax, '- Bits - 12 00 
Margaret McQuillen, | 
3 “© = Margaret Brown for New York and England, - - 15 00 
Lucy Brown, 
=| ‘6 John McAuliffe, for St. Johns and Ireland, - - - 8 00 
5 ‘6 Daniel Hargan, wife and 3 children 
A, E Charles Henlow, wife and 2 “ 47 O00 
1 « Charles Duggan, for St. Johns and Ireland, 
23 SEN YA2A8 00 
Cash paid City Treasurer, 5 . 3 ; 7 : i : 796 55| Errors Excepted, Oct. 4, 1837. 
4248 O00 CALVIN BAILEY, Inspector of Aliens. 


In the Board of Aldermen, October 9th, 1837. Referred to the Committee on Accounts. Sent down for concurrence. 
SAMUEL A. ELIOT, Mayor. 


In Common Council, October 1, 1837. Read and concurred. | ; PH. MARETT, President. 
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In Common Council, Dec. 7, 1837. 


The following Report and the Resolutions accom- 
panying the same, were severally read, laid on the 
table, and together with the Memorial of C. F. 
Barnard, ordered to be printed for the use of the 
Council. 


Attest, Ricnarp G. Wart, Clerk C. C. 


= ee ail 
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The undersigned, in behalf of the Society for the 
Prevention of Pauperism, beg leave to memorialize 
the City Government, upon the subject of vagrant 
and exposed children. 

The society we represent, has employed an agent 
the past year, to receive applications from persons in 
want of employment, and to provide for them to the 
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best of his ability. His office has been thronged. A 
large number of the applicants have been under 16 
years of age. No pains have been spared to find 
them suitable places, and especially in the country. 
From 60 to 80 children have been provided for in 
this way. ‘The number bears but a small propor- 
tion to that of the applicants. ‘The state of ‘the 
times” will account for this in part. But many of 
the boys and girls were so bad that people would not 
take them, or if they did, could not keep: them. 

The numbers and situations of these children, have 
long weighed heavily upon our minds. We have ad- 
dressed the public authorities'upon the subject, till we 
are afraid of being accused of importunity. We 
have adopted whatever measures lay within our own 
reach. ‘The Society for the Prevention of Pauperism 
was established with an especial view to this point. 
We cannot say it has failed in the purpose. To have 
rescued even 60, is a subject of joy and thankfulness. 
They are in good hands. ‘They are removed from 
bad associates and a thousand incentives of evil. 
They no longer waste, and worse than waste, their 
days in our streets, or around the markets, rail road 
depots and wharves. ‘To have disposed of them, is 
no slight matter, and yet the number that remains is 
so great that they are hardly missed. ‘There are 
hundreds left, for whom we can do nothing. ‘There 
are no places where they will be received. Many of 
them have been sent over and over again. ‘They 
have been too often returned upon our hands, to al- 
low our offering them to any one else. 

They need previous restraint, instruction, and dis- 
cipline, before places can be procured for them. As 
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they are now, we would not receive them into our 
own service, nor would we venture to send them to 
other people. ‘They have been idle, vagrant, lawless, 
and ignorant, too long, to. be controlled by the gov- 
ernment of a common family, or educated through its 
means alone. Indeed, our own public schools would 
not be sufficient for their treatment and improvement. 
We have not been able to procure their admission to 
these schools. We scarcely regret this, for they 
would have retarded and injured the other pupils, and 
received very little benefit themselves. We. appeal 
to the school teachers and committees upon this 
score. aa 

We have taken the liberty of again calling your at- 
tention to the subject. We know of none more ur- 
gent or more important. Every day increases the 
difficulty. We have had more than. one boy-mob 
and riot the past season. We learn that there is evi- 
dence upon your files of the juvenile character of the 
rioters in the affair of Broad street, in the attempt to 
insult and interrupt the new volunteer Fire Depart- 
ment, and in the attack upon the Montgomery Guards. 
We had an opportunity to witness the last outrage, 
and were particularly struck with the youthful age of 
the delinquents. Who, that knew to what extent 
from five hundred to a thousand of our boys had been 
neglected by all, could have been surprised at the re- 
sult? We have sown to the wind, and we are reap- 
ing the whirlwind. 

Your petitioners have seen other means tried with- 
out success. They have no faith left, except in two, 
which they beg leave respectfully to suggest for your 
consideration. 
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In 1835, a petition was addressed to the Common 
Council, for the establishment of four intermediate 
schools, for the reception of children who were eight 
years of age and upwards, and not qualified for admis- 
sion into the grammar schools. It is hardly necessa- 
ry to recapitulate the points upon which this applica- 
tion was based. Every reason in its favor has been 
strengthened by the lapse of two years. ‘There are 
more such children now than there were then. ‘Time 
has greatly increased too the difficulties and dangers 
to which all of them are exposed. We would pray, 
then, that one of these schools may be established and 
tried, with such a teacher and under such provisions 
as the character of the children may seem to require. 

We would, in the next place, inquire as to the ex- 
pediency of appointing some agent to look after all 
vagrant and exposed children, to ascertain their num- 
ber as accurately as possible, to inquire into their 
character and condition, and to report to your body, 
such details as may serve for judicious and sufficient 
action in the case. Some of the children might. be 
placed in the schools we have now, and others in 
such new schools as may appear necessary, some 
might be admitted to the House of Industry, and oth- 
ers sent to the House of Reformation. It would be 
impossible to dispose of them without more precise 
information than is now possessed. We should be 
happy to extend to the agent whatever assistance the 
office of our society may afford. Many of our citi- 
zens have long been impressed with the undue num- 
ber of children in the streets during school hours. 
The subject has been several times considered in the 
Primary School Board. Your own body has been 
addressed again and again upon the matter. 
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The agent employed by our society has not been 
able to provide for a large proportion of those children 
upon their application for places or employment. We 
can readily suppose that many of them applied in this 
way neither at his office nor elsewhere. Idle and 
lawless boys have of late seriously disturbed the 
peace and good order of the community. 

The only element that is wanted, perhaps, is that 
of full and accurate data. Is not the question of it- 
self sufficiently important to warrant the appointment 
of an individual to give it his especial attention, and 
to make all the investigation it may require ° 

Permit us to close this communication with our 
most earnest prayer that the whole subject, vitally 
important as it is, may be referred to some agent, or 
even committee, with such instructions as your wishes 
or judgment may dictate. 

We are, gentlemen, 

Your obedient servants, 
CHARLES F. BARNARD, 
FREDERICK T. GRAY, 
JAMES MEANS. 


In the Board of Aldermen, Oct. 9, 1837. 


Referred to Aldermen Gurney, Wetmore and Wells, 


with such as the Common Council may join, to con- 
sider and report. 


Sent down for concurrence. 


SAMUEL A. ELIOT, Mayor. 


In Common Council, Oct. 12, 1837. 


Read and concurred, and Messrs. Grant, Gould, ° 
Pratt, Haskell and Edwards are joined. 


PHILIP MARETT, President. 


The joint Committee of the City Council to whom 
was referred the memorial of Charles F. Barnard 
and others, in behalf of the Society for the Preven- 
tion of Pauperism upon the subject of vagrant and 
exposed children, have considered the same, and 
ask leave to offer the following 


REPORTS 


That for the purpose of effecting a reform of these 
Children your memorialists propose the establishment 
of intermediate schools for those who are eight years of 
age and upwards, and not qualified to enter the Gram- 
mar Schools. By reference to the files of the Com- 
mon Council it appears that the expediency of estab- 
lishing such schools has once been considered in that 
body during the present political year, and after a full 
investigation of the subject by the Committee on 
Public Instruction they made an elaborate report, 
that it is inexpedient to establish such schools, which 
was accepted. In these views your Committee fully 
concur, and believe that our present system of free 
schools, if practically attended to, is sufficient to meet 
every case which may occur. 

In relation to idle and vagrant boys alluded to in the 
memorial, the Committee fully concur in opinion 
with your memorialists that there are many vagrant, 
idle and vicious boys in our City, who attend no 
school, are neglected by their parents, are not under 
the care of any master or guardian and receive no 
moral instruction, and are daily wasting their time 
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in the streets, or congregating around the market or 
rail road depots, and are continually seducing others 
to join them in their vicious courses. 

To reform these evils your Committee propose for 
the consideration of the City Council, that a suitable 
person be employed by the Mayor and Aldermen, 
whose duty it shall be to seek out such idle and vag- 
rant children as may be found in the streets, or con- 
eregated about the wharves and other places of resort, 
especially during school hours, and to report immedi- 
ately to the Mayor such facts and circumstances as 
may enable him to cause them to be placed in some 
school, or sent to the House of Reformation as cir- 
cumstances may require. 

The Committee would further suggest, for the con- 
sideration of the City Council, the expediency of mak- 
ing application to the Legislature in relation to the 
House of Reformation that the law may be so modi- 
fied, that the same class of children may be sent 
there, by a board specially appointed for the purpose, 
instead of being convicted and sentenced by the Po- 
lice Court. 

For the purpose of effecting these objects the Com- 
mittee recommend the adoption of the following re- 
solutions. 

All which are respectfully submitted. 


For the Committee, 


NATHAN GURNEY. 
Dec. 7, 1837. 


Resolved, That the Mayor and Aldermen be au- 


thorized to employ some suitable person whose duty 
it shall be to seek out, especially in school hours, 
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such children as may be found idle or vagrant about 
the streets, wharves, and other places of resort, to 
ascertain their residences and character, and if found 
to be truant, to conduct them to the schools to which 
they may respectively belong, to make application to 
the parents of such children as may be found who at- 
tend no school, and if possible to induce such parents 
to send their children to school. And it shall be the 
duty of the person so employed to report forthwith 
to the Mayor, all cases where the parents will not 
send their children to school, and with his consent to 
take the legal steps for placing such children in. the 
‘¢‘ House of Reformation” for Juvenile Offenders. 
And finally such person or officer shall once at least 
in each month, make a written report to the Mayor 
of his doings, containing the name and place of resi- 
dence of every child, he may have had occasion to 
notice in the way of his duty during the preceding 
month. | 
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CITY HALL, Jury 24, 1837. 


Tue Committee to whom was referred the ordi- 
nance for preventing and extinguishing fires and es- 
tablishing a fire department, together with the com- 
munication on this subject made to the Council on 
the 20th instant, and the order accompanying the 
same, have had the whole under consideration, and 
have given it as much attention as its importance de- 
manded, and the urgency of the occasion would per- 
mit, and ask leave respectfully to report 2. new draft 
of the ordinance, and to suggest the following con- 
siderations. 

They feel no doubt as to the propriety of placing 
the department on the system of paying to all its 
members such compensation as may be considered 
reasonable for the services required. ‘The strictness 
of discipline which is proper in such a body, cannot 
otherwise be maintained; and it ought not to be re- 
garded as a matter of reproach to any one to receive 
pay for his labor. In other spheres of duty it is not 
so regarded; nor is it supposed that the soldier and 
the sailor lose all their high and honorable feelings 
and motives of action, because they receive a consid- 
eration in money for their time and their exposures. 
The Committee see no reason why the firemen 
should not be paid, and still retain all the ambition, 
ardor, and generous spirit which characterise volun- 
teer associations, and which certainly are not less 
characteristic of naval or military corps. ‘The service 
will still be voluntarily assumed, and the compensa- 
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tion to the fireman is rather intended as an induce- 
ment to place himself under that strict discipline 
which is necessary to ensure his efficiency, than as 
an equivalent for perils that really cannot be paid for. 
With these views the Committee recommend the 
adoption of so much of the plan suggested in the 
communication of the Mayor, as requires that every 
member of the department shall be paid such sum of 
money as may be thought reasonable by the Council. 
The Committee are of oplnion that a sum not less 
than 50 dollars for each member, not less than 100 
dollars for each foreman, not Jess than 75 dollars for 
each assistant foreman, not less than 75 dollars for 
each clerk, and not less than 50 dollars for each stew- 
ard, will a proper and suitable annual compensation 
for the services to be required of them. In addition, 
they recommend that each engineer should receive a 
sum not less than 150 dollars, and that the chief en- 
gineer should receive, as at present, not less than 
1,000 dollars per annum. 

As the increase in the expense of the department 
will necessarily be considerable, in consequence of 
such an alteration of the system, the Committee have 
been desirous to reduce the number of engines and 
of men as far as would be consistent with the safety | 
of the City; and though nothing short of actual 
trial can determine with precision what force may be 
required, the Committee have felt a just deference for 

the judgment of those whose experience gave them 
the best means of forming an opinion. 

They have, after much deliberation on this pomt, 
come to the conclusion that not less than fourteen 
engines are necessary, with a company of forty men 
to each. In addition they would recommend the 
formation of one hose company and one hook and 
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ladder company of twenty meneach. As.there are 
now two hook and ladder frames in the City, one 
may be stored away ready for use in case of need. 
The consideration that there will be several spare en- 
gines on hand, which can easily be kept in proper 
order for use, and sent for, in case of emergency, has 
also had weight with the Committee. ‘The security 
of the City, however, depending less on the number 
of engines, than on the promptness of their attend- 
ance, and the speed with which a stream of water may 
be supplied, the Committee have not been so anxious 
to augment the number of engines, as to insure a suf- 
ficient number of men to work them. And they will 
take this occasion to say, that they regard the multi- 
plication of reservoirs as of the utmost importance, 
and as affording the best possible security to the 
property of the inhabitants. Ifa copious supply of 
water should hereafter be introduced into the city, 
the.reservoirs may be kept constantly filled, and an 
additional resource may be found in fire plugs, which 
may be distributed throughout the city. With these 
views, the Committee cannot believe more to be ne- 
cessary than they have named, and will conclude 
with recommending as an amendment to the order 
which was read at the last meeting, that the word 
“fifteen” be stricken out, and the words “twenty 
five” be inserted in lieu thereof. 


By order of the Committee, 
SAMUEL A. ELIOT, Chairman. 
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CuUueyr OF BOSTON 
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School Committee, August 24, 1837. 


The select Committee of this Board, to whom was 
referred the memorial of the Boston Academy of 
Music, together with two petitions signed by sun- 
dry respectable citizens, praying that instruction in 
vocal Music may be introduced into the Public 
schools of this City, having had the matter under 
consideration, ask leave to present the following 


REPORT: 


The Committee have given to the subject that at- 
tention which its importance required. ‘They have 
afforded the memorialists a hearing, and availed them- 
selves of such means of information as it was in their 
power to obtain. After mature deliberation and a 
careful scrutiny of arguments and evidence, the Com- 
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mittee are unanimously of opinion that it is expedient 
to comply with the request of the petitioners. As, 
however, the subject is one but recently presented to 
this community, and one therefore upon which much 
honest difference of opinion, and perhaps some preju- 
dice, may be supposed very naturally to exist, the 
Committee are desirous to spread before the Board 
the reasons which have led to their conclusion. If 
there be weight or value in these reasons, the con- 
clusion grounded on them will not probably be de- 
nied; if onthe other hand, they be fallacious or un- 
sound, the weakness and the fallacy will both here and 
elsewhere be exposed. ‘The Committee invite the 
Board to a dispassionate examination of the question. 
When viewed in all its bearings, it is one, in their 
opinion, of great public interest. At the same time, 
it must be admitted, there are peculiar difficulties im 
the way of its discussion. Music has, in popular lan- 


- guage, too generally been regarded as belonging sole- 


ly to the upper air of poetry and fiction. “When, 
however, it is made the grave subject of legislative 
enactment, it is necessary to summon it from this_ 
elevation, and checking the discursive wanderings 
of the imagination, consider it in connection with the 
serious concerns of real life. ‘The Committee will 
endeavor to discuss the question with the sobriety 
which the occasion demands. ‘They are well aware 
that the cause which they support can fmd no favor 
from a Board like this, except so far as it reaches the 
convictions through the doors, not of the fancy, but of 
the understanding. | 
There are two general divisions which seem, in the 
opinion of the Committee, to exhaust the question. 


3 


The first is, the intrinsic effect of the study of vocal 
Music, as a branch of instruction in the schools, and 
on them ; and sécondly, its extrinsic effect as a branch 
of knowledge without them. Under these two di- 
visions We propose to treat the subject. 

There is a threefold standard, a sort of chemical test, 
by which education itself and every branch of education 
may be tried. Is it intellectual—is it moral—is it phy- 
sical? Let vocal Music be examined by this standard. 

Try it intellectually. Music is an intellectual art. 
Among the seven liberal arts, which scholastic ages 
regarded as pertaining to humanity, Music had _ its 
place. Arithmetic, Geometry, Astronomy and Mu- 
sic, these formed the guadrivium. Separate degrees 
in Music, it is believed, are still conferred by the 
University of Oxford. Memory, comparison, atten- 
tion, intellectual faculties all of them, are quickened 
by the study of its principles. It is not ornamental 
merely. It is not an accomplishment alone. It has 
high intellectual affinities. It may be made, to some 
extent, an intellectual discipline. 

Try Music morally. ‘There is,—who has not felt it, 
—a mysterious connection, ordained undoubtedly for 
wise purposes, between certain sounds and the moral 
sentiments of man. This is not to be gainsaid, neither 
is it to be explained. It is an ultimate law of man’s 
nature. ‘In Music, says Hooker, the very image 
of virtue and vice is perceived.” Now it is a curi- 
ous fact, that the natural scale of musical sound 
can only produce good, virtuous, and kindly feel- 
ings. You must reverse this scale, if you would 
call forth the sentiments of a corrupt, degraded, 
and degenerate character. Has not the finger of 
the Almighty written here an indication too plain to 
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be mistaken? And if such be the case, if there be 
this necessary concordance between certain sounds. 
and certain trains of moral feeling, is it unphilosophi- 
cal to say that exercises in vocal Music may be so 
directed and arranged as to produce those habits of 
feeling of which these sounds are the types? Be- 
sides, happiness, contentment, cheerfulness, tranquilli- 
ty,—these are the natural effects of Music. ‘These 
qualities are connected intimately with the moral _ 
government of the individual. Why should they 
not, under proper management, be rendered equally 
efficient in the moral government of the school P~ 

And now try music physically. “A fact, says an 
American physician, has been suggested to me by my 
profession, which is, that the exercise of the organs 
of the breast by singing contributes very much to 
defend them from those diseases to which the cli- 
mate and other causes expose them.” A musical 
writer in England after quoting this remark, says, 
‘the Music Master of our Academy has furnished me 
with an observation still more in favor of this opin- 
ion. He informs me that he had known several 
persons strongly disposed to consumption restored to 
health, by the exercise of the lungs in singing.” But 
why cite medical or other authorities to a point so 
plain? It appears self-evident that exercises in vocal 
Music, when not carried to an unreasonable excess, 
must expand the chest, and thereby strengthen the 
lungs and vital organs. 

Judged then by this triple standard, intellectually, 
morally, and physically, vocal Music seems to have 
‘a natural place in every system of ‘instruction which 
aspires, as should every system, to develope» man’s 
whole nature. 
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In regarding however the effect of vocal Music, as | 
a branch of popular instruction, on our Public schools, 
there are some practical considerations which, in the 
opinion of your Committee, are deserving of particular 
attention. 

Good reading, we all know, is an important object, 
in the present system of instruction in our schools. | 
And on what does it depend? Apart from empha- 
sis, on two things mainly, modulation, and articula- 
tion. Now modulation comes from the vowel sounds, 
and articulation from the consonant sounds of the 
language chiefly. Dynamics, therefore, or that part 
of vocal Music which is concerned with the force and 
delivery of sounds, hasa direct connection with rhetoric. 
In fact, the daily sounding of the consonant and 
vowel sounds deliberately, distinctly, and by them- 
selves, as the Committee have beard them sounded 
in the musical lessons given according to the Pesta- 
lozzian system of instruction, would, in their opinion, 
be as good an exercise in the elements of harmonious 
and correct speech as could be imagined. Roger 
Ascham, the famous school master and scholar of the 


. Elizabethan age, and surely no mean judge, holds this 


language. ‘All voices, great and small, base and 
shrill, weak or soft, may be holpen and brought to 
a good point by learning to sing.” ‘The Committee, 
after attentive observation, confess themselves of this 
opinion. | | 

There is another consideration not unworthy of 
remark. ‘Recreation, says Locke, is not being idle, 
as any one may observe, but easing the weary part 
by change of business.” ‘This reflection, in its ap- 
plication to the purposes of instruction, contains deep 
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wisdom. An alternation is needed in our schools, 
which without being idleness shall yet give rest. 
Vocal Music seems exactly fitted to afford that alter- 
nation. A recreation, yet not a dissipation of the 
mind—a respite, yet not a relaxation—its office would 
thus be, to restore the jaded energies, and send back 
the scholars with invigorated powers to other more 
. laborious duties. 

There is one other consideration to which the 
Committee ask the serious attention of the Board. It 
is this. By the regulations of the School Commit- 
tee it is provided, that in all the Public schools the 
day shall open with becoming exercises of devotion. 
How naturally and how. beautifully vocal Music 
would mingle with these exercises; and what unity, 
harmony and meaning might thus be given to that 
which at present, it is feared, is too often found to be 
a lifeless or an unfruitful service, need only be sug- 
gested to be understood. ‘The Committee ask the 
Board to pause and consider whether the importance 
has been sufficiently looked to, of letting in a predom- 
inating religious sentiment, independently. of all forms 
of faith, to preside over the destinies of our schools. 

And now before proceeding further, let us consider 
briefly the objections which have been urged against 
the adoption of vocal Music into our system of Public 
Education. ‘The Committee are desirous to give 
full force to every objection. Nothing in the end is 
gained by misrepresenting or obscuring an opponent’s 
arguments. Let us pass these objections in review, 
state them fairly, and give them, if it be possible, a 
fair answer. ee 

It is then objected that we aim at that which 
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is impracticable, that singing depends upon a na- 
tural ear for Music, without which all instruction 
will be useless. If musical writers and teachers are 
to be believed, the fact is not so. Undoubtedly, in 
this, as in other branches, nature bestows the aptitude 
to excel on different individuals in very different de- 
erees. Still what is called a musical ear is mainly 
the result of cultivation. The ear discriminates 
sounds as the eye colours. ‘They may both be edu- 
cated. Early impressions can create an ear for Mu- 
sic. It is with learning to sing as with acquiring the 
pronunciation of a foreign language. Instruction, to 
be available, must be given while the organs have the 
flexibility of youth. ‘To learn late in life is, general- 
ly, to learn not at all. There may be cases, it is true, 
of some who from their earliest years defy all efforts 
of instruction. Like those who come into the world 
maimed in other senses, they are, however, rare. 
They are the unfortunate exceptions to a general 
rule. Besides, what on this point is the language of 
experience? Mr. Woodbridge in his Lecture before 
the American Institute, says that he was informed 
by Vehrli, a well known instructer in Switzerland, 
that out of several hundred poor children committed 
to his care, he had met with two only who could not 
be made to sing. Mr. Woodbridge likewise ‘states 
that he was told by a celebrated musical teacher, in 
this country, that out of 4000 pupils, not an individ- 
ual who could not be taught to sing had been found. 
Thus well attested facts repel this objection. 

But, it is said, the time spent would be quite inade- 
quate to the end proposed, that the labor of a life is 
needed to form the musician. The answer to this ob- 
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jection is, that it mistakes the end proposed, which is 
not to form the musician. Let vocal Music in this re- 
spect be treated like the other regular branches of in- 
struction. As many probably would be found to excel 
in Music as in Arithmetic, Writing, or any other of the 
required studies, and no more. All cannot be orators, 
nor all poets, but shall we not therefore teach the 
elements of grammar, which orators and poets in 
common with all others use? It should never be 
forgotten that the power of understanding and appre- 
ciating Music may be acquired, where the power of 
pi vealitiess in it is found wanting. 

Again it is objected, if one accomplishment i is intro- 
dived into our schools, why not another? If instruc- 
tion is given in vocal Music, why should it not be given 
in dancing also? ‘The answer simply is, because Musie 
is not dancing ;—because Music has an intellectual 
character which dancing has not,—and above all, be- 
cause Music has its moral purposes, which dancing has 
not. Drawing stands upon a very different footing. 
_ And your Committee cannot help remarking, as they 
pass, that in their opinion, there is no good reason for 
excluding the art of linear Drawing from any liberal 
scheme of popular instruction. It has a direct ten- 
dency to quicken that important faculty, the faculty 
of observation. It is a supplement to writing. It is. 
in close alliance with Geometry. It is conversant 
with form and intimately connected with all the im- 
provements in the mechanic arts. In all the me- 
chanical and many of the other employments of life, 
it is of high practical utility. Drawing, like Music, is 
not an accomplishment merely—it has important 
uses, and if Music be successfully introduced into our 
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Public schools, your Committee ‘express the hope and’ 
the conviction that Drawing, sooner or later, will fol- 
low. | 

‘But the most general objection to the introduction 
of vocal Music into our Public schools is this. It will, 
we are told, impair discipline. ‘This, though a com- 
mon and somewhat plausible, is yet a superficial ob- 
jection. It probably had its origin in certain vague 
impressions of what lessons in vocal Music were, 
when given according to the ancient method of in- 
struction. ‘To those, then, not acquainted with the 
subject, it may be necessary to state that the Pesta-- 
lozzian system, as it has been called, has been appli- 
ed to Music. ‘The works of Niageli and Pfeiffer, 
now in general use upon the continent of Europe, 
are founded on this system. ‘These works were in- 
troduced into this country by Mr. William C. Wood- 
bridge, of whose early services in this cause, it is 
here fitting to make honorable mention. ‘They led 
soon afterwards to the formation of the Boston Aca- 
demy of Music, an institution destined, it is believed, 
to achieve great good in this community. One of 
the objects in forming the Academy was to carry 
vocal Music, by the aid of its Professors, into the | 
schools, and they have since published a Manual of 
vocal Music, constructed upon: the basis of the works 
just mentioned. Of this Manual, an eminent musical 
writer in England says, “it is the best work on the 
subject in the Knglish language, and it is highly 
creditable to the new world to have set such a_pat- 
tern to the old.” According to the principles of the 
Manual, a lesson in vocal Music, as given by the Pro- 


fessors of the Academy, is not unlike a lesson. in 
2 . 
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Arithmetic. Musical takes the place of numerical 
notation. ‘The blackboard, not the book, is before the 
pupil, and by the use of his own faculties and senses 
he goes from principle to principle, till the whole 
science is evolved. How then can an exercise of this 
kind be adverse to discipline? On the contrary, it is 
itself a discipline of the highest order, a subordination 
of mind, eve, and ear, unitedly tending to one object ; 


- while any deviation from that object is at once made 


known. Melody is concerted action, and is disci- 
pline aught else? ‘‘ Where Music is not, the Devil 
enters,” is a familiar German proverb in regard to 
schools; and after witnessing the lessons im Music 
as given according to the Pestalozzian system, the 
Committee do not hesitate to say, that if any want of 
discipline follow the introduction of vocal Music into 
a school, the fault must be with the Master of that 
school,—it is not in the system. 

Your Committee have heard but one other objec- 
tion, and that scarcely demands a notice. Vocal 
Music as a school exercise, is, say some, a newly 
- fashioned notion. It is an innovation upon old usa- 
ges. It is, say they, a new thing. Alas for modern 
self complacency, and for this objection! What we 
propose was old three hundred years before the 
Christian era. The best defence of Music and of 
Drawing, as branches of Public Education, is to be 
found in Aristotle, and it is a fact worth noting, that 
these same branches, Music and Drawing, amid all 
the helps of modern civilization, have just been intro- 
duced into the Primary Schools of France. Strange 
revolution! Thus the human mind completes its 
wondrous cycle. ‘Thrones crumble and nations are 
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swept from the face of the earth, yet the good sense 
of a strong thinker outlives the vicissitudes of fortune 
and the wreck of matter, and founded on the eternal 
principles of human nature, endures the same from 
age to age! | 

The Committee have thus distinctly considered 
every objection which they have heard urged against 
the introduction of vocal Music into the Public 
schools of this City. They have done so from an 
earnest wish, without prejudice or passion, to approxi- 
mate to truth. ‘They can sincerely say that they have 
sought as anxiously to hear objections as to refute 
them. 

Before quitting this division of the subject, it 
remains to add, that the Committee had recourse 
to one other source of information. * Vocal Music has 
been adopted, as a branch of instruction, into some of 
the most respectable private schools in this City. 
Mr. Thayer, Mr. Fowle, Mr. Hayward, and Messrs. 
Cushing and Cleveland have tried it, on a limited 
scale, for different periods of two to four years. ‘The 
Committee sought to inform their own minds by 
availing themselves of the judgment of these gentle- 
men. ‘Their testimony, on the whole, is of the most 
favorable character. Differing in some unessential 
details, all concur in the main point, the utility of the 
exercise, and are determined to continue it in their 
schools. 

Thus tried,—tried by the light of general reasoning, 
tried by the objections of its adversaries, tried by the 
concurrence of attesting witnesses, the introduction of 
vocal Music into the Public schools, judged intrinsi- 
cally by its effects within and on them, is commend- 
ed to the favorable consideration of this Board. 
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The Committee thus far, have confined themselves 
to the narrowest view of this question. It was ne- 
cessary to do so, because if it should have appeared 
that the bringing of vocal Music into the Public 

schools would in any wise injuriously affect their 
present welfare, there would have been an end to 
the whole matter. In that event, the Committee 
would have gone no further. ‘Those of. us who have 
been reared beneath the generous influences of these 
free monuments of the wisdom of our fathers, lay 
filial hands upon them. We wish to strengthen, not 
to destroy. Your Committee have sought to show 
that no injury, on the contrary, that much good to 
the schools may be expected from this exercise, and 
therefore, the remaining branch of the inquiry is be- 
fore us, and we proceed to consider the expediency 
of vocal Music as a study in the schools, by its extrin- 
sic influence as a branch of knowledge without them. 
So highly do your Committee prize this influence, 
that even if the effect of Music within the schools 
were of a negative, and not as the Committee have 
essayed to prove, of a positive character, if vocal Mu- 
sic should merely do no harm, yet still.on this the 
lowest supposition, there would be abundant reason 
for its introduction. Let us then consider in few 
words what this extrinsic influence is. 

What is the great object of our system of popular 
Instruction? Are our schools mere houses of Cor- 
rection, in which animal nature is to be kept in sub- 
jection by the law of brute force and the stated 
drudgery of distasteful tasks? Notso. .They have 
a nobler office. ‘They are valuable mainly as a prepa- 


ration and a training of the young spirit for usefulness. 
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and happiness in coming life. Now the defect of 
our present system, admirable as that system is, is 
this, that it aims to develope the intellectual part of 
man’s nature solely, when for all the true purposes 
of life, it is of more importance, a hundred fold, to 
feel rightly, than to think profoundly. Besides, hu- 
man life must and ought to have its amusements.. 
We cannot bring up a race upon Lyceum Lectures 
solely, wholesome though that food may be. Man 
must have agreeable excitement. ‘There will be rec- 
reation when the toils of the day are ended. What 
shall that recreation be ? So far then as human life 
is concerned, properly to direct the feelings and 
amusements, belongs to every system which aspires 
to the name and character of a wise system of Public 
Education. An initiation into the elements of vocal 
Music at school, in the opinion of your Committee, 
seems best fitted to supply that direction. ‘ Music, 
says a modern German writer, is the gymnastics of 
the affections.” Music and the love of it have been 
and may be perverted,—who knows it not? Guard it 
therefore, guide it, lead it into the right channels. 
But be not guilty of the illogical deduction of argu- 
ing from the occasional abuse of one of God’s best 
gifts to its disuse. No. Let all parents understand 
that every pure and refined pleasure for which a child 
acquires a relish, is, to that extent, a safeguard and 
preservative against a low and debasing one. Music 
when kept to its legitimate uses, calls forth none but 
the better feelings of our nature. In the language 
of an illustrious writer of the seventeenth century, 
“Music isa thing that delighteth all ages and be- 
seemeth all states, a thing as seasonable in grief as 
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JOY; as decent bemg added to actions of greatest: 
solemnity, as being used when men sequester them- 
selves from action.” If such be the natural effects 
of Music, if it enliven prosperity or sooth sorrow, if it 
quicken the pulses of social haypiness, if it can fill the 
vacancy of an hour that would otherwise be listlessly 
or unprofitably spent, if it gild with a mild light the 
checquered scenes of daily existence, why then limit 
its benign and blessed influence ? Let it, with heal- 
ing on its wings, enter through ten thousand avenues 
the paternal dwelling. Let it mingle with religion, 
with labor, with the home-bred amusements and in- 
nocent enjoyments of life. Let it no longer be re- 
garded merely as the ornament of the rich. Still 
let it continue to adorn the abodes of wealth, but 
let it also light up with gladness, the honest hearth 
of poverty. Once introduce vocal Music into the 
common schools and you make it what it should be 
made, the property of the whole people. And so as 
time passes away, and one race succeeds to another, 
the true object of our system of Public Education may 
be realized, and we may, year after year, raise up 
good citizens to the Commonwealth, by sending 
forth from our schools, happy, useful, well instructed, 
contented members of society. 

The subject, in this connection, swells into one of 
national universality and importance. ‘There are 
said to be, at this time, not far from eighty thousand 

common schools in this country, in which are to be 
found the people who in coming years will mould the 
character of this democracy. If vocal Music were 
generally adopted as a branch of instruction in these 
schools, it might be reasonably expected than im, at 
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least, two generations we should be changed into a 
musical people. The great point to be considered in 
reference to the introduction of vocal Music into pop- 
ular elementary instruction is, that thereby you set in 
motion a mighty power which silently, but surely in the 
end, will humanize, refine,and elevate a whole commu- 
nity. Music is one of the finearts. It therefore deals 
with abstract beauty, and so lifts man to the source of 
all beauty, from finite to infinite, and from the world of _ 
matter, to the world of spirits and to God. Music is 
the great hand-maid of civilization. Whence come 
these traditions of a reverend antiquity, seditions 
quelled, cures wrought, fleets and armies governed by 
the force of song,—whence that responding of rocks, 
woods and trees to the harp of Orpheus,—whence a 
City’s walls uprising beneath the wonder-working 
touches of Apollo’s lyre? ‘These, it is true, are fa- 
bles, yet they shadow forth, beneath the veil of alle- 
gory, a profound truth. ‘They beautifully ‘proclaim 
the mysterious union between Music, as an instru- 
ment of man’s civilization, and the soul of man. Pro- 
phets and wise men, large minded law-givers of an 
olden time understood and acted on this truth. ‘The 
‘ancient oracles were uttered in song. ‘The laws of 
the twelve tables were put to Music, and got by heart 
at school. Minstrel and sage are, in some languages, 
convertible terms. Music is allied to the highest 
sentiments of man’s moral nature, love of God, 
love of country, love of friends. Wo to the na- 
tion in which these sentiments are allowed to go to 
decay! What tongue can tell the unutterable ener- 
gies that reside in these three engines, Church Mu- 
sic, National Airs, and Iireside Melodies, as means of 
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informing and enlarging the mighty heart of .a free 
people ! 

Foreign examples are before us. In Germany, the 
most musical country in the world, Music is taught 
like the alphabet. In Switzerland and Prussia, it 
is an integral part of the system of Instruction. 
Regenerated france has, since the revolution of July, 
appropriated the same idea. Her philosophic states- 
men are trying to rend the darkness, and prepare 
. their country for the future that is before her. ‘ We 
cannot, says M. Guizot, have too many co-operators 
in the noble and difficult enterprise of amending 
popular Instruction.” England still halts in the 
march of reform. We ask the attention of the 
Board to the following passage from a work of ex- 
traordinary eloquence and power recently published, 
in England, written by Mr. Wyse, a member of 
the British Parliament. ‘Music, says this writer, 
even the most elementary, not only does not form an 
essential part of education in this country, but the 
idea of introducing it is not even dreamt of. It is 
urged that it would be fruitless to attempt it, because 
the people are essentially anti-musical. But may 
they not be anti-musical because it has not been at- 
tempted’? ‘The people roar and scream, because they 
have heard nothing but roaring and screaming, no 
Music from their childhood. Is harmony not to be 
taught? is it not to be extended? is not a taste to 
be generated? ‘Taste is the habit of good things— 
‘‘je ne suis pas la rose, mais j’ai vécu avec elle”— 
itis to be caught. But the ivoculation must some- 
where or other begin. It 1s this apathy about be- 
ginning that is censurable, not the difficulty of propa- 
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gating when it has once appeared. No effort is made 
in any of our schools, and then we complain that 
there is no Music among scholars. It would be just 
as reasonable to exclude grammar and then complain 
that we had no grammarians.” With these senti- 
ments your Committee heartily concur. Let us then 
show this apathy no longer. Let us Beern. Prussia 
may grant instruction to her people as a boon of royal 
condescension. ‘lhe people of America demand it 
as their right. Let us rise to the full dignity and 
elevation of this theme. We are legislating not 
about stocks or stones, or gross material objects, but 
about sentient things, having that in them which, 
while we are legislating, grows, and still will grow 
when time shall be no more. From this place first 
went out the great principle, that the property of all 
should be taxed for the education of all. From this 
place, also, may the example, in this country, first go 
forth, of that education rendered more complete, by 
the introduction, by Public authority, of vocal Music 
into our system of popular instruction. ‘The true gran- 
deur of a people, says Cousin, does not consist in bor- 
rowing nothing from others, but in borrowing from all 
- whatever is good, and in perfecting whatever it touch- 
es.” Rome grew to greatness, by adopting whatever 
she found useful among the nations whom she con- 
quered. ‘The true policy of the American legislator’ 
on the subject of education is, to gather whatever of — 
good, or bright, or fair, can be found from all countries 
and all times, and wield the whole for the building 
up and adorning of the free institutions of our own 
country. 

The Committee here quit the subject. In its in- 
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nermost circle, it embraceth a school; in its outermost 
circumference, it compasseth round a nation. 

The Committee have thus endeavored, in sincerity 
and simplicity, to discuss this question. ‘They claim 
no exemption from mortal frailty. They may be 
wrong. If, however, they have erred in attaching so 
much importance to vocal Music as a part of Public 
Education, they can only say they err with Pythago- 
ras and Plato, Milton and Luther, Pestalozziand Fel- 
lenberg. Finer spirits than these the world hath not 
bred. In such company there will be consolation. 

Before closing this Report, the Committee must 
be pardoned one allusion. ‘They hail it, as a star of 
good omen to this cause, that the President of the 
Boston Academy of Music is this year the Chairman 
of this Board also. May its auspicious influence con- 
tinue to be shed in both these spheres! 

And now, in conclusion, the Committee feel con- 
strained in candor to confess that they are not practi- 
cal musicians. If this take from the worth of the opin- 
ions they have expressed, it must be so,—the result 
cannot be helped. Perhaps, however, they have been, 
on that account, the more unprejudiced, as being freed 
thereby from that amiable esprit de corps which 
sometimes unintentionally biases the judgment. 
Whichever way the scale incline, let the truth pre- 
vail. 


In this spirit, and as embodying the plan, which, | 


mm accordance with the principles of this Report, they 
are about to present, the Committee ask the Board 
to adopt the subjoined Resolutions. 
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Resolved, ‘That in the opinion of the School Com- 
mittee, it is expedient to try the experiment of intro- 
ducing vocal Music, by Public authority, as part of the 
system of Public Instruction, mto the Public schools 
of this City. 

Resolved, 'That the experiment be tried in the four 
following schools, the Hancock school, for Girls, in 
Hanover street ; the Eliot school, for Boys, in North 
Bennet street; the Johnson school, for Girls, inWash- 
ington street; and the Hawes school, for Boys and 
Girls, at South Boston. 

Resolved, ‘Vhat this experiment be given in charge 
to the Boston Academy of Music, under the direction 
of this Board, and that a Committee of five be ap- 
pointed from this Board to confer with the Academy, 
arrange all necessary details of the plan, oversee its 
operation, and make quarterly report thereof to this 
Board. 

Resolved, ‘That the experiment be commenced as 
soon as practicable after the passing of these resolu- 
tions, and be continued and extended as the Board 
hereafter may determine. 

Resolved, ‘Vhat these resolutions be transmitted to 
the City Council, and that they be respectfully re- 
quested to make such appropriation as may be neces- 
sary to carry this plan into effect. 


All which is submitted, by the Committee, to the 
judgment of this Board and the final judgment of our 
constituents. 


T. KEMPER DAVIS, Chairman. 
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In School Committee, August 24, 1837. 


The foregoing Report was read and laid upon’ the 
table, and ordered to be printed ; and that each mem- 


_ ber of this Board, and of the City Council, be fur- 


f 


nished with a copy. 
3 Attest, 
S. F. McCLEARY, Secretary. 
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CI@Y OP BOSTON, 


—— 


The Sub-Committee appointed by the School Com- 
mittee ‘“‘to consider and report upon the expe- 
diency cf removing the High School to the Adams 
School House, of Geraint with the Adams 
School, and of making alterations 1 in the Schools,” 


respectfully 
Riper OR LD: 


That, in their opinion, it is not expedient to re- 
move the High school to the Adams school house, 
or to dispense with the Adams school; and for the 
following reasons :— 

That the High school is well enough where it 
now is :— bail 

That, were the case otherwise, the Adams school 
house is not a suitable one for the High school :— 

That the Adams school is needed in‘its present 
location :— 

That a Grammar school is not wanted, at present, 


‘ 
Q gp 


in the part of the City where the High school is 
situated :— _ 

And that the Hancock school, the crowded state 
of which prompted the Board to the present quiry, 
may be relieved of its supernumerary pupils, without 
removing the High school, or doing any thing affect- 
‘ing the existence or locality of the Adams school. 

How this may be done, your Committee proceed 
to show; and in so doing, they will suggest the al- 
terations which they think ought to be made in the 
schools. It is to be borne in mind, that their remarks 

will relate only to the ten Grammar and Writing 
schools within the old limits of the City. On visiting 
these schools, your Committee found that in some of 
them there were many scholars who could not be 
well accommodated, and in others, as many seats 
without occupants. For instance ;—the Hancock had 
more than 600 pupils, while the Winthrop had not 
quite 200. Now, cannot the schools be so equalised 
that no such disparity, as to numbers, shall exist ? 
Your Committee know that they can be. They have 
ascertained that there is room enough in the Gram- 
mar school houses, already furnished by the City, 
for all the children who wish to be taught in them. 
From the last returns of the Masters, it appears that 
there belonged to these schools, in August, 1983 
boys, and 2128 girls; total, 4111. Divide this num- 
ber by 10, the number of schools, and the result will 
be 411 scholars toeach school. Thus it is made evi- 
dent, that there is more than room enough for all the 
children, could they be so distributed that the schools 
shall have each about the same number. Can sucha 
distribution be made, without causing many pupils to 
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travel too great a distance? Your Committee an- 
swer in the affirmative. According to the plan they 
are about to propose, very few chrilden, could they go 
in a straight line to school, would have to travel so far 
as 160 rods. ‘The plan is this: First, separate the 
sexes in the four mixed schools, to wit, the Wells, 
Boylston, Adams, and Franklin,x—making the former 
two, girls’ schools, and the latter two, boys’ schools; 
and then transfer pupils from one school to another, 
according to the following Schedule :— 
Schools for Boys. 
The Elliot now has 455 boys. 
‘Transfer 20 to the Mayhew, 


And 435 will remain in the Elliot. 
The Mayhew now has 382 boys. 
Add 20 from the Elliot, 
Also add 200 from the Wells, 


And there will be 602; of which number 
Send to the Adams 185, who live south of Cam- 

bridge and east of 

Sudbury streets —— 


And 417 will remain in the May- 
, hew. 
The Adams now has 256 boys. 
Add 185 from the Mayhew, 
Also add 27 from the Wells, 


And there will be’ A468; of which number 
Send to the Franklin 68 
And A400 will remain in the Ad- 
ams. 


A, 


The Winthrop now has 195 boys. 
Add | 218 from the Boyett! 


And there will be 413; of which number, 
Send to the Franklin 13 


And 400 will remain in the 
Winthrop. 
The Franklin now has 243 boys. 
Add 68 from the Adams, 
Also add 13 from the Boylston, 


And there will be 324 for the Franklin. 


Schools for Girls. 
The Hancock now has 600 girls. 


Transfer 120 to the Wells, 
And 480 will remain in the Han- 
cock. 
The Wells now has 192 girls. 
Add 120 from the Hancock, 
Also add 100 from the Bowdoin, 


And there will be 412 for the Wells. 
The Bowdoim now has 475 girls. 
Add 60 from the Adams, 


And there will be 535; of which number, 
Send to the Wells 100 


And 435 will remain in’ the 
Bowdoin. 
The Johnson now has 372 girls: | 
Add 164 from the Franklin, 
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And there will be 536; of which number, 
Send to the Boylston 100 


And 436 will remain in the 
7 Johnson. 
The Boylston now has 231 girls. 
Add 106 from the Adams, 
Also add 160 from the Johnson, 


And there will be 437 for the Boylston. 


According to the Table presented above, every 
school, except one, will have at least 400 pupils, and . 
no one of them will be crowded; and the children 
will be so distributed, that not 50 of them, in the 
whole City, will, in going to school, be obliged to 
walk more than 150 rods. 

If it be asked, whether the schools might not be 
just as easily equalised without separating the sex- 
es, your Committee say—they do not’ see how. 
Let them direct attention to one of many difficulties— 
to the want of room for girls, in the northern and 
western quarters of the City. In the Hancock school, 
for instance, there is not room for three fourths of the 
pupils that attend there. At least 100 girls must 
be removed from that school; or else we must sub- 
mit, for an indefinite period, to the inconvenience and 
expense of providing instruction for a portion of the 
scholars in the Ward room, while, in another part of 
the City, we have a school house not half filled. Ob- 
viously, those hundred girls ought to be removed from 
the Hancock. But whither can they go, so long as 
the four mixed schools remain as they are? Not to 
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the Wells, for while the boys continue there, room 
cannot be found for an eighth part of the number. 
Not to the Bowdoin, because that school already has 
more girls than seats. Not to the schools in the 
southern section of the City, inasmuch as the distance 
would be an objection; and as to the Eliot and May- 
hew, they are boys’ schools. Where, then, can they 
be accommodated, unless we make room for them, 
by changing the mixed school which is nearest to 
their homes—(the only mixed school, by the way, in 
the northern and western quarters of the City)—into 
an unmixed one; unless, in other words, we send 
away ‘the boys from the Wells, and receive in their 
place the 100 girls from the Hancock? But if the. 
Wells ceases to be a mixed school, the Adams must 
cease to be such an one too ;—its girls must go else- 
_ where, so that, agreeably to the Schedule before ex- 
hibited, room may be furnished for the boys excluded 
from the Wells. And such changes having been 
made in these schools, it will be found desirable that 
‘similar changes take place in the other mixed schools. 
‘The result of the whole will be, as already stated, 
that there will no longer be too many in the Han- 
cock, nor too few in the Winthrop; and that the 
schools, generally, will be nearly equal, one to an- 
Other, in respect to numbers; and this, too, without 
causing a single child, in the City, to travel farther 
than some girls now do, who, from choice, pass by.a 
mixed school near their dwellings, viz. the Franklin, 
in order that they may attend one composed of pupils 
of their own sex only, to wit, the Johnson. Is there 
any other mode by which these ends can be. com- 
passed? At any rate, your Committee believe there 
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is no other so good as the one they have proposed ;— 
which requires that the sexes, in the Wells, Adams, 
Boylston, and Franklin schools, be separated. 

If, however, the case were otherwise—if the de- 
sired equalisation could be effected, just as well, in 
another way ;—still, your Committee would recom- 
mend that a separation of the sexes take place in the 
four mixed schools ;—and for the reasons following : 

First. It is desirable that the schools should be so: 
nearly alike, in respect to classification as well as’ 
numbers, that we may ascertain, with ease and ac- 
curacy, their comparative merits. At present, this is 
far from being the case. ‘Take, for example, the 
Bowdoin and Wells. ‘The former being composed of 
gitls alone, and the latter of both girls and boys, the 
classes and divisions in neither of the rooms of the 
one correspond to the classes and divisions in either 
of the rooms of the other. Hence arises a difficulty 
in determining, at once and with exactness, how’ 
these schools stand, relatively to each other, in re- 
gard to proficiency. Suppose, for the sake of illus- 
tration, that, on the afternoon of yesterday, we un- 
dertook to compare the grammar departments of the’ 
Bowdoin and Wells; and, for this purpose, we spent 
an hour and a half in examining the fifty best schol- 
ars of each. But so differently are these schools di- 
vided and classified, that the scholars offered, as the 
fifty best in the gramthar department of the Bowdoin, 
were the fifty most advanced ones to be found in the: 
whole school of 475 pupils; while the fifty, presented 
for examination in the grammar department of the 
Wells, were the fifty most advanced scholars belong- 
ing only to one half of the whole school—or, they 


& 


were only the fifty best that the number of 200 pu- 
pils could furnish. It is obvious, that such an exam- 
ination could not afford the elements of a right con- 
clusion as to the comparative progress of the two 
schools. And not less unsatisfactory must be the re- 
sult of any half day’s labor in comparing either de- 
partment of a mixed school with the corresponding 
department of an unmixed one. But separate the 
sexes, as your Committee propose, and there will ke 
a uniformity as to classification, which will not only 
be pleasing in itself, but also enable the Board to as- 
certain, with ease and accuracy, the comparative 
merits of the several schools. | 
Secondly. It has often been urged in this, place 
and elsewhere, that, on moral grounds, it is inexpe- 
dient for young persons of both sexes to go to school 
together. Your Committee are among those who 
deem this objection a weighty one; and, were it not 
‘for the known power of custom to reconcile the mind 
to almost any thing, it would be to them a matter of 
wonder, if the objection should seem otherwise to any 
one, who, in a healthful state of moral feeling, had 
carefully considered the subject. Such an one, they 
think, could not fail, especially in his moments of re- 
flection, to perceive at once the impropriety and dan- 
er of girls and boys, at an age approaching to that of 
maturity, going every day, for years, to the same 
school. Your Committee, deeming simple suggestions. 
enough, refrain from arguing at length, on a topic of 
this nature. As, however, it is sometimes said, that 
parents, in general, do prefer to have the schools com- 
posed partly of girls and partly of boys;—your Com- 
mittee will take the pains to ask—Why is it, if the 
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fact be so, that pupils of both sexes are not allow- 
ed to attend any one of our most approved private 
schools? And are not the patrons of these institu- 
tions somewhat numerous? They will venture, 
at the same time, to express the opinion,—that 
there is not, in this whole City, one intelligent, 
thoughtful parent in a hundred, who, could he have 
his choice, would not, other things being equal, prefer 
having his daughters educated at a school composed 
exclusively of females, to sending them to a mixed 
one, where they must be often liable to meet with 
at least some boys, not only rude in speech and man- 
ners, but of immoral dispositions and habits. Indeed, 
it seems to your Committee that the actual state of 
some of the grammar and writing schools them- 
selves, indicates a preference of this kind on the part 
of parents. For if parents do not prefer the unmix- 
ed to the mixed schools, when they are free to choose, 
how comes it, that those schools where girls only 
attend,—for instance the Hancock and Bowdoin,— 
are full to overflowing; while in the female depart- 
ments of the mixed schools, there are always vacant 
seats,—as for example, the Wells, Adams, and Frank- 
lin? | : . 
Thirdly. Your Committee believe that a great ad- 
vantage may be gained, im respect to discipline, from 
‘such an alteration as they recommend. It is well 
known that in the management of girls a less degree 
of stricthess and, severity is necessary than in the 
management of boys. Now as great as is this differ- 
ence, so great is the change which ought to. take 
place, every half day, in the manner and in the 
mode of government, of every teacher, who has boys 
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to deal with in the morning, and girls in the. after- 
noon ;—and vice versa. But in whom can so fre- 
quent and sudden changes reasonably be looked for ? 
Will not almost every master find it difficult to put 
off, at 2 o’clock, P. M., when he takes charge of 
girls, that somewhat austere and rough manner, 
which he felt obliged to assume, at 9 o’clock, A. M., 
of the same day, in the presence of 200 or more 
boys? ‘The difficulty, as it seems to your Committee, 
needs only to be hinted at, in order to its being seen 
and felt. But if otherwise, advert again to matters of 
fact;—who are the masters that have been most 
complained of, for exercising over their female pupils 
a discipline too rigid? Are they not those, in general, 
who belong to the mixed schools—those who have 
boys to manage one half of every day? How seldom 
it is, that this sort of fault finding relates to the mas- 
ters of girls’ schools! Having only females to in- 
struct, from one year to another, these gentlemen easi- 
ly learn to adapt their manners and methods of gov- 
ernment to the milder natures of their pupils;—and 
every thing goes on smoothly, as it should do. For 
the sake of befitting discipline, then, it seems to your 
- Committee desirable that the sexes should be separ- 
ated in all the schools. | 

Fourthly. It is a very serious objection to the or- 
eanization of the mixed schools, that much of the 
masters’ time and labor is necessarily lost, in those 
schools. Let your Committee explain. Say, that 
the whole number of scholars in a mixed school—the 
Adams, for example—is 400. Forty of them, at least, 
are nearly alike qualified to profit by oral instruction, 
in any given branch of the authorized studies. Great 
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importance, let it be remarked, belongs to this sort 
of instruction; and it is expressly required by the 
rules of the School Committee. Suppose now, that 
the master undertakes to give such instruction to the 
above mentioned number of 40. Were they, as they 
‘would be in an unmixed school, all present in one 
room, at the same time, he could impart the proposed 
mstruction to the whole class in a single lecture, and 
in the space, say, of half an hour. But the fact is, 
the school being a mixed one,—20 of the 40 being 
boys, and 20 girls,—they are not all together in 
the same room, but apart, half in one room, and half 
in the other. ‘The master has, therefore, to address 
the boys in.the forenoon, and the girls in the after- 
noon. He says the same things to both divisions, 
but at different times. ‘Thus, two half hours and a 
two fold effort are required, in order to produce the: 
self same result, that might be effected in one half 
hour and by a single effort, were it not for the classi- 
fication peculiar to a mixed school. Change. the or- 
ganization of the four schools of this kind—make 
each of them exclusively either a boys’ or a girls’ 
school, and a saving will be gained, on the part of the 
imstructers, of one half, as to both time and labor,— 
so far at least as oral instruction is concerned; and, 
as what is thus gained will be given to other duties, 
the progress of the pupils will be, in the same pro- 
portion, accelerated. If we look, but for a moment, 
into an unmixed school, we shall see, that the 
- 40 or 50 most advanced pupils of the school, are al- 
ways together,—prepared, at any time, to listen, all | 
at once, to whatever the master has to say to them. 
And the same is true of the 40 or 50 next best— 
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and so on down to the lowest divisions. In a word, 
as regards oral instruction, the unmixed schools enjoy 
an advantage greater than that of the mixed schools, 
in the proportion of 1 to 2. 

Again. It deserves consideration, that the mixed 
schools demand a like double amount of time and 
labor at the hands of the School Committee, and of 
all, indeed, who make it a point to be present at Ex- 
aminations and Exhibitions. We go to one of the 
mixed schools to examine candidates for medals. 
Half of them being girls and half boys, two separate 
examinations must be had in the same studies and 
with reference to the same number of prizes. Not 
so in a school consisting only of pupils of one sex. 
Here all the candidates appear before the Committee 
at once, and the work-is accomplished at a single’sit- 
ting. And then, too, why are we obliged to devote 
two days, ‘Tuesday and Wednesday, to every annual 
Exhibition? . Solely because there are sundry schools 
of the mixed kind. Were it not for these—were 
each of the ten Grammar schools such as your Com- 
mittee recommend that it shall be,—either entirely 
a boys’ school, or entirely a girls’ school,—the Exhi- 
bitions might be gotten through with every year, in a 
single day,—and with better effect both upon the 
pupils and upon the community. 

Once more. At least one of the mixed schools is 
now in a condition to require that the Beoard,—if 
they take their own printed Regulations as their 
guide,—shall forthwith introduce into that school, 
what is called the new system of organization and 
instruction. Your Committee hardly need say, tha 
in order to secure all the advantages of this system, 
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it is essential first to separate the sexes. But, as 
before intimated, it will not be easy to separate the 
sexes in the Wells school without doing the same 
in other mixed schools. 


For the foregoing reasons,—and others that might 
be stated, your Committee recommend the passing of 
the following resolutions :— 

1. Resolved, ‘That alterations be made in the 
Boylston, Wells, Adams, and Franklin schools, so 
that the former two shall be schools exclusively for 
girls, and the latter two shall be schools exclusively 
for boys. 

2. Resolved, ‘That the ten Grammar schools be 
equalised, in respect to numbers, as nearly in accord- 
ance with the plan presented in the foregoing Re- 
port, as circumstances will permit. 

3. Resolved, That a special Committee be ap- 
pointed, to carry the preceding resolutions into imme- 
diate effect. 


All which is respectfully submitted. 
SAMUEL BARRETT, 


For the Sub-Committee. 
' Nov. 22, 1837. 
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CITY OF BOSTON. 


City Council, October 16, 1837. 


~The Joint Committee who were instructed ‘‘ to revise the 
City Charter, and prepare a new draft thereof, which shall 
contain all the amendments they may deem desirable, and to 
report said draft in sufficient season for the action of the in- 
habitants upon it at the next municipal election,” have given 
such careful attention to the subject as its great importance 
demanded, and ask leave respectfully to report the accompany- 
ing draft, with the following explanation of the changes they 
have thought it expedient to recommend. 

The first alteration to which they would call attention is one 
of form, being merely the incorporating, in the proper places, 
of the various acts in addition to the act establishing the city 
of Boston. In connexion with this point the Committee will 
take occasion to state that they have given their attention to 
the phraseology of the draft throughout, and have endeavored 
to make it more perspicuous, and wherever it was practicable, 
more simple. 

The first improvement in the substance of the act relates to 
the provision which is made for the election of ward officers, 
and for proceeding with elections, by adjournment, in cases 
of non-election of ward officers and members of the Common 
Council. The endeavor of the Committee was to make the 
necessary arrangements such as would be at once convenient 
to the citizens, and likely to secure to them, in the most per- 
fect manner, the advantages of the right of suffrage. They 
have attempted also to make the language as perspicuous as 
the nature of the case would permit. These provisions will 
be found in sections 3 and 8. 

In the ninth Section there is a new provision for determin- 
ing the right of a person returned as a member of the School 
Committee to a seat at the Board. It may be recollected 
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that the revision of the whole charter originated ina case of 
contested election of a member of the School Committee, 
which.there seemed to be no power vested in ary body finally 
to determine. The powers.of the School Committee are also 
more precisely defined, in the 3lst Section. 

The 22d section provides, in a somewhat more exact and 
definite manner than was done by the 16th section of the 
Charter, for the care and superintendence of the public build- 
ings, and the management of the property of the city. Ques- 
tions have heretofore arisen upon this point, which it will be 
in the power of the City Council definitively to settle, if this 
amendment should pass. | 

The 24th section authorises the City Council to determine 
the mode of election of the Overseers of the Poor, instead of 
prescribing, as was done by the 19th section of the charter, 
that they shall be elected at tlle annual ward meetings. ‘The 
object of the Committee, in recommending this alteration, is 
to ascertain if the citizens will authorise such a change in the 
organization of the Board of Overseers, as will render that 
body responsible to the City Council. Some attempts have 
heretofore been made to this effect, without success, in con- 
sequence, as the Committee believed, of the subject not be- 
ing generally understood. It is not commonly known. that 
the Overseers of the Poor are, as a corporation established by 
law, the managers of a fund derived from private contribu- 
tion, bequests and legacies, which, at the present time, 
amounts to considerably more than one hundred thousand dol- 
lars, and for the use and disbursement of which, they are 
practically responsible to no one. These funds were given 
by different individuals for objects not very unlike in their 
character those for which the city gives the control of money 
to the overseers, every year, in the appropriation bill ;- and it 
seems proper that the body which is called upon to make 
the appropriation should have the means of knowing how large 
that appropriation ought to be. As it is, no one but an Over- 
seer of the Poor knows the amount of income from these pri- 
vate funds, nor how far they may be used for the same pur- 
poses to which the public contributes. | 
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There seems to have been some ‘jealousy felt on this sub- 
_ject; as if the City Council were desirous of grasping a 
power which did not properly belong to them, or of abol- 
ishing the Board of Overseers, or of diminishing the amount 
of funds distributed for the benefit of the poor. Nothing 
ean be-less well‘founded than either suspicion. The power 
of determining the amount to be appropriated to any partic- 
wlar object, ought, one would naturally think, to belong 
to the board that makes the appropriation, rather than to 
that which disburses the money. ‘The latter may, of course, 
make a representation of their wants, but at the same time, 
they should also state their resources. ‘This is never done 
by the Overseers, and the City Council have no data, but 
the opinion of the Board of Overseers, on which to form a 
judgment as to the amount necessary to be appropriated 
‘in any year. The whole object of making the Board of 
Overseers responsible to the City Council is to insure that 
accountability in the .disbursement of money which is justly 
insisted on in every other ‘branch of the public service, and 
to which the anomalous independence of the Overseers of the 
Poor is the only exception. ‘The Committee have. thought 
it necessary to say this in explanation of the most important 
alteration they have suggested. 

The Committee deem it desirable that the inhabitants 
of the city should vote upon each of these alterations sepa- 
rately, and propose that ballots should be given in, in the fol- 
lowing form. 

CITY CHARTER, NEW DRAFT. 

Shall Section 3d be approved ? 

Shall Section 8th be approved ? 

Shall Section 9th be approved ? 

Shall Section 22d be approved ? 

Shall Section 24th be approved ? 

Shall Section 31st be approved ? 

Shall Section 34th be approved ? 

Shall Section 35th be approved ? 

Shall the new draft be presented to the Legislature for 
their action, with the exception of such sections (if.any) as 
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may be voted against by a majority of the citizens, and in 
case any of these alterations be rejected by the citizens, shall . 
the draft be sent to the Legislature conforming to the  previ- 
ous provisions of the charter on the subjects where the change 
proposed is not accepted ? | 

In order that the inhabitants may have opportunity to con- 
sider the various subjects of amendment, the Committee 
would recommend that a sufficient number of copies of the 
new draft be printed for distribution; and report the following 
order. | 

For the Committee, 


SAML. A. ELIOT. 


Ordered, That seven thousand copies of the new draft of 
the City Charter, together with this report, be printed, and | 
distributed in the several wards, as speedily as may be; and 
that the citizens be called upon to give in their votes upon the 
several subjects herein mentioned, in the warrants for the an- 
nual election of municipal officers in December next. 


In the Board of Aldermen, October 16, 1837. 


‘The foregoing report and order were laid on the table, and 
the usual number of copies ordered to be printed for the use 
of the members of the City Council. 


Attest, °  §&. F. McCLEARY, City Clerk. 
In Board of Aldermen, October 23, 1837. 


Read and accepted and the order passed. 
Sent down for concurrence. 


SAMUEL A. ELIOT, Sitio: 


In Common Council, November 23, 1837, 
Read and concurred, with sundry amendments. 
PHILIP MARETT, President, 
In Board of Aldermen, November 24, 1837, 


Read and the amendments agreed to. 
| SAMUEL A. ELIOT, Mayor. 


AN ACT 
ESTABLISHING THE CITY OF BOSTON. 


BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives, in General Court assenible!, and by the authority 
of the same, as follows: Sect. 1. The Inhabitants of the corperste 
City of Boston, for all purposes for which towns and cities 
are by law mcorporated in this commonwealth, shall con- 
tinue to be one body politic, in fact and in name, under the 
style and denomination of the city of Boston, and as such, 
shall have, exercise, and enjoy, all the rights, immunities, 
powers, and privileges, and shail be subject to all the du- 
ties and obligations, now incumbent upon, and appertaining 
to said city, as a municipal corporation. And the adminis- 
tration of all the fiscal, prudential, and municipal concerns 
of said city, with the conduct and government thereof, 
shall be vested in one principal officer, to he styled the 
Mayor, one select council, consisting of eight persons, to 
be denominated the Board of Aldermen, and one more nu- 
merous council to consist of forty-eight persons, to be de- 
nominated the Common Council (which boards, in their 
joint capacity, shall be denominated the City Council), 
and also in such other boards of officers, as are hereinafter 
specified. 

Srcr. 2. The annual meeting of citizens for the elec- Hection of 
2 ets . * “ municipal 
tion of municipal officers hereinafter mentioned, shall. be officers. 
held on the first Wednesday of December, and the citi- 
zens of said city, qualified to vote in city affairs, shall 
for the purpose of such election then meet together 
within their respective wards, at such hour and place 
as the Mayor and Aldermen may by their warrant direct 
and appoint. And in order to determine the result of 
any election, the whole number of persons who voted 
at such election shall first be ascertained by counting the 
whole number of separate ballots given in ; and no person 
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shall be deemed or declared to be elected, who shall not 
have received a majority of the whole number of ballots; 
and in all returns of elections, the whole number of ballots 
given in shall be distinctly stated ; but blank pieces of paper 
shall not be counted as ballots ; and if at any election, a 
greater number of candidates, than the number to be 
elected, shall severally receive a majority of the whole 
number of ballots, a number equal to the number to be 
elected, of such as have the greatest excess over such 
majority, shall be deemed and declared to be elected; but 
if the whole number to be elected cannot be thus comple- - 
ted, by reason of any two or more of such candidates 
having received an equal number of ballots, the candidates 
having such equal number shall be deemed not to be 
elected. , | 
Sect. 3. The citizens of said city shall at their annual 


Blection of meeting choose by ballot one Warden and one Clerk, and 


Ward offi- 
ers. 


five Inspectors of elections for each ward, who shall be 
resident in said ward, who shall hold their offices for 


one. year, and until others shall be appointed in_ their 


stead. And it shall be the duty of such Warden to pre- 
side at all meetings of the citizens of such ward, to pre- 
serve order therein; and it shall be.the duty of such Clerk 
to make a fair and trué record, and keep an exact journal 
of all the acts and votes of the citizens at such ward meet- 
ings ; and to deliver over such records and journals, to- 
gether with all other documents and papers held by him in 
his said capacity, to his successor in such office. And if 


at any meeting, the Warden shall be absent, the Clerk, 


shall call the citizens to order and preside, until a War- 
den pro tempore shall be chosen; which ‘may be done 
by nomination and hand vote, if the Clerk so direct. 
And it shall be the duty of the Warden and Inspectors, 
in each ward, to receive, sort, and count, and of the 
Warden to declare all votes at all elections within such 


ward. And the Warden, wilerk, and Inspectors, so chosen, 


shall respectively be under oath, faithfully and impartially 
to discharge their several duties relative to all elections . 
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which oath may be administered by the Clerk of such 
ward, to the Warden, and by the Warden to the Clerk and 
Inspectors, or to all said officers, by any Justice of the 
peace for the county of Suffolk; and acertificate that such 
oaths have been admizistered, shall be entered in the 
record or journal to be kept by the Clerk of such ward, 
and in case of the absence of the Clerk or any of the In- 
spectors from any ward meeting, such officers may be 
chosen pro tempore by hand vote. In case no election of 
Warden, Clerk or Inspectors should be made at the an- 
nual meeting, adjournments may be had for the purpose of 
effecting such election, in the same manner as is herein- 
after provided with regard to the election of members of 
the Common Council. 

Sect. 4. The Warden, or other presiding officer of powers of 
such ward meeting, shall have full power and authority be ey 
to preserve order and decorum and to repress alb ri- 
otous, tumultuous, and disorderly conduct therein, and 
. for that purpose to call to his aid, any constable or other 
peace officer, and also to command the aid and assistance 
of any citizen or citizens, who may be present ; and any 
peace officer, or other citizen, neglecting or refusing to 
afford such aid, shall be taken and deemed to be guilty of a 
misdemeanor. And such Warden shall also have power and 
authority, by warrant, under his hand, to cause any per- 
son or persons who shall be guilty of any riotous, tumultu- 
ous, or disorderly conduct at such meeting, to be taken 
into custody and restrained: Provided, however, That 
such restraint shall not continue after the adjournment or 
dissolution of such meeting : nd provided, further, That 
the person, so guilty of such disorderly conduct, shall be 
liable, notwithstanding such restraint, to be prosecuted 


and punished, in the same manner, as if such arrest had 
not been made. 


._ Sect. 5. The citizens of said city, shall, at their an- grection of 
nual meeting, be called on to give in their votes for one Mayoe. 
able and discreet person, being an inhabitant of the city, 

to be Mayor of the said city for the term of one year. And 
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all votes so given in, in each ward, being sorted and 
counted by the Warden and Inspectors, and declared by 
the Warden, shall be recorded at large, by the Clerk, in 
open ward meeting: and in making such declaration and 
record, the whole number of votes or ballots, given in, 
shall be distinctly stated, together with the name of every 
person voted for, and the number of votes given for 
each person respectively.; such numbers to be express- 
ed in words at length; and a transcript of such re- 
cord, certified and authenticated by the Warden, wlerk, 
and a majority of the Inspectors of elections for each 
ward, shall forthwith be transmitted or delivered by such 
ward Clerk, to the City Clerk. And it shall be the duty of 
the City Clerk, forthwith to enter such returns, or a plain 
and intelligible abstract of them, as they are successively 
received, upon the journal of the proceedings of the May- 
or and Aldermen, or some other book to be kept for that 
purpose. And it shall be the duty of the Mayor and AI- 
dermen to meet together within two days after such elec- 
tion, and to examine and compare all the said returns, and 
to ascertain whether any person has a majority of all the 
votes given for Mayor ; and in case a majority is so given, 
it shall be their duty to give notice thereof, in writing, to 
the person thus elected, and also to make the same known 
to the inhabitants of said city. But if, on such an examin- 
ation, no person appears to have a majority of all the votes. 
given for Mayor, the Mayor and Aldermen for the time be- 
ing, shall issue their warrants for meetings of the citizens of 
the respective wards, for the choice of a Mayor, at such time 
and place, as they shall judge most convenient. And the 
same proceedings shall be had in all respects, as‘are here- 
in before directed, until a Mayor shall be chosen by a. ma- 
jority of all the voters voting at such elections. And 
whenever, on examination by the Mayor and Alder- 
men, of the returns of votes given for Mayor at the 
meeting in the wards holden for the purpose of electing 
that officer, last preceding the first Monday of January, 
no person shall appear to have a majority of all the votes 


a 
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given for Mayor, the Mayor and Aldermen, by whom — 
such examination is made, shall make a record of that 
fact, an attested copy of which, it shall be the duty of the 
City Clerk to produce and read, on the first Monday of 
January, in the presence of the members returned to serve 
as Aldermen and Common Council-men, assembled to- 
gether, at which meeting the senior member chosen to 
serve in the Board of Aldermen shall preside; and thereup- 
on the oaths may be administered to the members elect, as 
is hereinafter provided ; and the Board of Aldermen shall 
then proceed to elect a Chairman, and the Common Council 
a President, in their respective chambers, and being re- 
spectively organized, shall proceed to business. And the 
Board of Aldermen shall forthwith issue their warrants for 
meetings of the citizens of the respective wards, for the 
choice of a Mayor, at such time and place as they shall 
judge most convenient ; and the same proceedings shall 
be had, in all respects, as are before directed, and repeat- 
ed from time to time, until a Mayor be chosen by a major 
rity of all the voters voting at such elections. | 
Secor. 6. Incase any person elected Mayor of said geen 
city, shall refuse to accept the office, the same proceed- of Mayor, 
ings shall be had, in ail resnects, as are herein before 
directed in cases wherein there has been no choice of 
Mayor, until a Mayor be chosen by a majority of votes.— 
And in case of the unavoidable absence, by sickness or 
otherwise, of the Mayor elect, on the first Monday in 
January, the City government shall organize itself in the 
mode herein before provided in cases wherein no person 
shall have been elected Mayor at the meeting last preceed- 
ing the first Monday in January, and may proceed to busi- 
ness in the same rnanner as if the Mayor were present. 
And in case of the decease, inability, or absence of the 
Mayor, and the same being declared, and a vote passed by 
the Aldermen and Common Council, respectively, declar- 
ing such cause, and the expediency of electing a Mayor, for 
the time being, to supply the vacancy thus qecasioned, it 
shall be lawful for the Aldermen ard Common Council to 
2 


Etection of 
Aidermen, 


Election of 
Common 
Council. 


10 


meet in convention, and elect a Mayor to hold the said 
office”until such occasion shall be removed, or until a new 
election. 
Sect. 7. The citizens of said city, shall, at their annual 
meeting, be called upon to give in their votes for eight able 
and discreet persons, being inhabitants of said city, to con- 
stitute the Board of Aldermen for the ensuing year; and all 
the votes so given in, in each ward, being sorted and 
counted by the Warden and Inspectors and declared by the 
Warden, shall be recorded at large by the Clerk, in open 
ward meeting; and in making such declaration and record, 
the whole number of ballots given in, shall be par- 
ticularly stated, together with the name of every per- 
son voted for, the number of votes given for each 
person, and also the nember of blanks or ballots con- 
taining some name or names; and a transcript of such 
record, certified by the Warden and Clerk, and a ma- 
jority of the Inspectors of each ward, shall, by the said 
Clerk, within two days, be, transmitted to the City Clerk, 
whereupon the same proceedings shall be had to ascertain 
and determine the persons chosen as Aldermen, as are 
herein before directed in regard to the choice of Mayor, 
and for a new election, in case of the whole number re- 
quired not being chosen at the first election. And in case 
of the death or resignation of any member of the Board of 
Aldermen, the same proceedings shall be had, for the pur- 
pose of filling the vacancy thereby occasioned, as is here- 
in before provided for the annual meeting. And each Al- 
derman so chosen, shall be duly notified in writing, of his 
election, by the Mayor and Aldermen for the time being. 
Sect. 8. At the annual meeting, the citizens of each 
ward shall be called upon to give in their votes for 
four: able and discreet men, being inhabitants of said 
ward, to be members of the Common Council: and all 


-the ballots so given in, in each ward, being sorted and 


counted by the Warden and Inspectors, and declared by 
the Warden, if it appear that four persons have a majority 
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of all the ballots given at such election, a public declara- 
tion thereof, with the names of the persons so chosen, 
shall be made by the Warden, in open ward meeting ; and 
in all cases, a record of such proceedings shall be kept by 
the wlerk, in his journal, stating particularly the whole 
nuniber of ballots given in, the number necessary to make 
a choice, the number actually given for each person, and 
also the number of blanks on ballots containing some name 
or names,—the whole to be written in words at length. | 
In case four persons are not chosen at the first hale 

foting in any ward, the meeting of said ward shall be 
adjourned, by the presiding officer, for the purpose of 
filling the vacancies, to a period not less than twenty-four, 
nor more than seventy-two hours distant, from the hour 
when the polls were opened at the first balloting, the time 
of adjournment, within such limits, to be determined by the 
hand vote of the citizens of the ward, who may be present, 
when such adjournment is had ; and at such adjourned 
meeting, a balloting shall be opened for a number of wom- 
mon wouncilmen, sufficient to complete the number of four, 
which shall be conducted, and its result be declared and re- 
corded in the same manner, as before prescribed for the first 
balloting. And in case there shall still be vacancies in the 
number of Common Councilmen, in any ward, adjourn- 
ments of the meetings of the citizens thereof, for the pur- 
pose of filling the same, shall continue to be had in the 
same manner to periods not less than twenty-four, nor 
more than seventy-two hours distant from each other, 
at all of which, the balloting shall be conducted, and the 
result be declared and recorded in the same manner as be- 
fore prescribed, until the number of four shall be duly cho- 
sen. And at all such adjournments the polls shall be kept 
open the same number of hours as were required by the 
original warrant. Provided, however, That if at the close 
of the last legally adjourned meeting of any ward, as 
aforesaid, preceding the first Monday of January, there 
shall still be vacancies in the number of Common Council- 
men for any ward, no further adjournment shall be had,—- 


]2 
but a record of the fact, and of the number of such vacan- 
cies, shall be made by the Clerk of the ward in his jour- 
nal, signed therein by the, Warden, Clerk, and a majority 
of the Inspectors, an attested copy of which record, shall 
forthwith be delivered by the Clerk of the ward, to the 
City Clerk, whose duty it shall be to lay the same before 
the Mayor and Aldermen, at their first meeting in January: 
and the Mayor and Aldermen shall forthwith issue their 
warrant fora meeting of the citizens of such ward to fill 
the vacancies in the number of Common Councilmen, at 
such time and place as _ they shall judge most eonvenient. 
And the same proceedings and adjournments, if necessa- 
ry, within the same limits, shall be had in all respects, un- 
der such new warrant, as have been prescribed, under the 
former one, until the number of four Common Councilmen 
for such ward, shall be duly zhosen. And in case of the 
death or resignation of any member of the Common Coun- 
cil, the Mayor and Aldermen, upon receiving official no- 
tice thereof, from the Common Council, shall forthwith 
issue their warrant for a meeting of the citizens of the. 
ward, in which-such vacancy has occurred, for the pur- 
pose of filling tle same: and the same proceedings shall 
be had in all respects, and adjournments, if necessary, 
within the same limits, under such warrant, as have been 
prescribed, for the annual meeting for the election of 
Common Councilmen. Provided, however, That if any - 
such vacancy shall not have been filled at the close of the 
Jast legally adjourned meeting of any ward, prior to the 
first Monday of January, no further proceedings shall be 
lad, but the meeting shall be adjourned without day. And 
notice shall be given of all the adjournments before men- 
tioned in two or more of the public newspapers by the 
Clerk of each ward. All persons chosen as members of 
the Common Council, in each ward, shall, within’ two 
days of their election, be furnished with a certificate 
thereof, signed by the Warden, Clerk, and a majority of 
the Inspectors of such ward ; which certificate shall be 
presumptive evidence of the title of such person to a seat 
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in the Common Council; but such Council shall have au- 
thority to decide ultimately upon all questions relative to 
the qualifications, elections, and returns of its members. 

Secr. 9 The citizens of each ward, shall be called up- ea al 
on, at their annual meeting, to give in their votes for two mittee. 
able and discreet men, being inhabitants of said tvard, to 
be members of the School Committee, and thereupon the 
same proceedings shall be had as are before directed in : 
the election of members of the Common Council. And 
each of the persons so chosen as a member of the School 
Committee, in. each ward, shall, within two days of his 
election, be furnished with a certificate thereof, signed by 
the Warden, Clerk, and a majority of the Inspectors of such 
ward 3 which certificate shall be presumptive evidence of 
the title of such person toa seat in the said board, but 
said committee, shall have authority to decide ultimately 
upon all questions relative to the qualifications, elections, 
and returns of its members. 

Sect.10. Every male citizen of twenty-one years of age quatifica. 
and upwards, excepting paupers, and persons under guar- baa aoe 
dianship, who shall have resided within the commonwealth 
one year, and within the city six months next préceding any 
meeting of citizens, either in wards, or in general meeting, 
for municipal purposes, and who shall have paid by him- 
self or his parent, master, or guardian, any state or county 
tax, which, within two years next preceding such meeting, 
shall have been assessed upon him, in any town or district 
in this commonwealth, and also every citizen who shall 
be, by law, exempted from. taxation, and who shall be in’ 
all other respects qualified as above mentioned, shall have 
a right to vote at such meeting, and no other person shall 
be entitled to vote at such meeting. eek. 

Sect. 11. The Mayor, Aldermen and Common Coun- organiza- 
cil men, cliosen as aforesaid, shall enter on the duties o Fabel 
their respective offices on the first Monday in January, in 
each year; and before entering on the duties of their 
offices, shall respectively be sworn, by taking the oath of 
allegiance and oath of office, prescribed in the constitu- 
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tion of this commonwealth, and an oath to support the 
constitution of the United States. And such oaths may 
be administered to the Mayor elect, by any one of the 
Justices of the Supreme Judicial Court, or any Judge of 
any court of record, commissioned to hold any such court, 
within the said city, or by any Justice of the Peace for 
the county of Suffolk. And such oaths shall and may be 
administered to the Aldermen and members of the Common 
Council, by the Mayor, if present, being himself first sworn 
as aforesaid ; and in case he is absent, or no Mayor shall 
have been chosen, then by either of the Justices afore- 
said ; and a certificate that such oaths have been taken 
shall be entered in the journal of the Mayor and Alder- 
men, and of the Common Council respectively, by their 
respective clerks. : 

Sect. 12. The Mayor and Aldermen, thus chosen and 
qualified, shall compose one board, and shall sit and act . 
together as one body, at all meetings of which, the Mayor, 
if present, shall preside ; but in his absence, the board 
may elect a chairman, for the time being. All meetings 
of the Mayor and Aldermen, when they are not engaged 
in executive business, shall be public. 

Secr. 13. The Mayor and Aldermen, together with the 


City Clerk. Common Council, in convention, shall choose a Clerk, 


for the term of one year, and until another person is duly 
chosen to succeed him, who shall be sworn to the faithful 
discharge of the duties of his office, and shall be removable 
at the pleasure of the Mayor and Alderman. He shall be 
denominated the City Clerk, and it shall be his duty to 
keep a journal of the acts and proceedings of the said 
board, composed of the Mayor and Aldermen; to sign 
all warrants issued by them, and to do such other acts in 
his said capacity, as may lawfully and reasonably be re- 
quired of him; and to deliver over all journals, books, 
papers, and documents, entrusted to him as such Clerk, to 
his successor in office, immediately upon such successor 
being chosen and qualified as aforesaid, or whenever he 
may be thereunto required by the Mayor and Aldermen. 
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And the City Clerk thus chosen and qualified, shall con- 
tinue to have all the powers, and perform all the duties 
now by law belonging to him. 

Sect. 14. The persons so chosen and qualified, as mem- Meetings of 
bers of the Common Council of the said city, shall sit and Council. 
act together as a separate body, distinct from that of the 
Mayor and Aldermen, except in those cases in which the 
two bodies are to meet in convention ; and the said Coun- 
cil shall have power, from time to time, to choose one of 
their own members to preside over their deliberations, and 
to preserve order, who shall be denominated the President 
of the Common Council, and also to choose a Clerk, who prection and 
shall be under oath faithfully to discharge the duties of his orca, 
office, who shall hold such office during the pleasure of rr 
said Council, and whose duty it shall be to attend said 
Council, when the same is in session, to keep a journal of 
its acts, votes and proceedings, and to perform such other 
services in said capacity, as said Council may require. 

All sittings of the Common Council shall be public ; and 
twenty-five members shall constitute a quorum for the 
transaction of business. 

Sect. 15. The Mayor of the said city, thus chosen and salary and 
qualified, shall be taken and deemed to be the chief exe- Pree 
cutive officer of said corporation; and he shall be com- 
pensated for his services by a salary, to be fixed by the 
board of Aldermen and Common Council, in City Council 
assembled, payable at stated periods ; which salary shall 
not exceed the sum of five thousand dollars annually, and 
he shall receive no other compensation or emoluments 
whatever ; and no regulations enlarging or diminishing 
such compensation shall be made, to take effect until the 
expiration of the year, for which the Mayor then in office,. 
shall have been elected. And it shall be the duty of the 
Mayor to be vigilant and active at all times, in causing the 
laws for the government of said city to be duly executed 
and put in force ; to inspect the conduct of all subordinate 
officers of the government thereof, and as far as may be in 
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his power, to cause all negligence, carelessness, and posi- 
tive violation of duty, to be duly prosecuted and punished. 
He shall have power, whenever in his judgment, the good 
of said city may require it, to summon meetings of the 
Board of Aldermen and Common Council, or either of them, 
although the meetings of said boards may stand adjourned 
to amore distant day. And it shall be the duty of the 
Mayor, from time to time, to communicate to both 
branches of the City Council all such information, and re- 
commend all such measures as may tend to the improve- 
ment of the finances, the police, health, security, cleanli- 
ness, comfort, and ornament of the said city. 

nurative Sect. 16. The administration of police, together with 

Bavar ead the executive powers of the said corporation generally, 

Aeame “ond all the powers formerly vested in the ‘selectmen of 
the town of Boston, either by the general laws of this 
Commonwealth, by particular laws relative to the powers 
and duties of said selectmen, or by the usages, votes, or 
by-laws of said town, and all the powers subsequently 

Police, vested in the Mayor and Aldermen of said City, shall be 
and hereby are vested in the Mayor and Aldermen, as 
hereby constituted, as fully and amply as if the same were 
herein specially enumerated. 

pinonies te Secr. 17. The said Mayor and Aldermen shall continue 

vietuallers & to have full and exclusive power to grant licenses to inn- 
holders, victuallers, and retailers, within the said city, in all” 
cases wherein they are now authorized to grant such licen- 
ses ; and in granting such licenses, it shall be lawful for the 
said Mayor and Aldermen to annex thereto such reasona- 
ble conditions in regard to time, place, and other cir- 
cumstances, under which such license shall be acted 
upon, as in their judgment, the peace, quiet, and good 
order of the city may require. Also to take bonds of all 
persons so licensed, in reasonable sums, and with suff- 
cient sureties, conditioned for a faithful compliance with 
the terms of their said licenses, and of all laws and regu- 
lations respecting such licensed houses. And said Mayor 
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and Aldermen, after the granting of any such license, shall 
have power to revoke or suspend the same, if in their 
judgment the order and welfare of said city require it. 
And*any person or persons who shall presume to exercise 
either Of the said employments, within said city, without 
having first obtained a license therefor, or in any manner 
contrary to the terms of said license, or after the same 
shall have been revoked or suspended, shall be liable 
to the same penalties and forfeitures, to be prosecuted 
for in the same manner as now by law provided, in 
case of exercising either of said employments without 
a license; and shall also be taken and deemed to 
have forfeited their bonds, respectively given as aforesaid, 
upon which suits may be instituted against such licensed 
persons or their sureties, at the discretion of the said 
Mayor and Aldermen, and in such manner as they may di- 
rect, for the purpose of enforcing such forfeitures : Pro- 
vided, however, That all innholders, retailers, and victual- 
lers, shall, on being licensed as aforesaid, pay the same. 
sum now required by law ; which sum shall be accounted 
for in the same way and manner as is now required by law. 

Sect. 18. The Mayor and Aldermen shall have power ticenses to 
to license all theatrical exhibitions, and all public shows, other exhib 
and all exhibitions of whatever name or nature, to which mn 
admission is obtained on payment of money, on such 
terms and conditions as to them may seem just and rea- 
sonable; and to regulate the same from time to time, in 
such manner as to. them may appear necessary to preserve 
order and decorum, and to prevent the interruption of 
peace and quiet. And any person or persons who shall 
set forth, establish, or promote any such exhibition or 
show, or publish, or advertise the same, or otherwise aid 
or assist therein, without a license so obtained as afore- 
said, or contrary to the terms or conditions of such li- 
cense, or whilst the same is suspended, or after the same 
is revoked by said Mayor and Aldermen, shall be liable to 
such forfeiture, as the City Council may, by any by-law 
made for that purpose prescribe. 

Secr. 19. All other powers, heretofore by law Vest- By-laws and 
ein the town of Soston, or in the inhabitants, thereof, Rs 


Assessment 
of taxes. 
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as a municipal corporation, or in the City Council of the 
City of Boston, shall be, and hereby are continued to be 
vested in the Mayor and Aldermen, and Common Council 
of the said City, to be exercised by concurrent vote, each 
board, as hereby constituted, having a negative upon the 
proceedings of the other. More especially they shall have 
power to make all such needful and salutary by-laws or 
ordinances, as towns by the laws of this commonwealth 
have power to make and establish, and to annex penal- 
ties not exceeding fifty dollars for the breach thereof, 
which {by-laws and ordinances shall take effect and be in 
force, from and after the time therein respectively limit- 
ed, without the sanction or confirmation of any court, or 
other authority whatsoever; Provided, That such by-laws 
and ordinances shall not be* repugnant to the constitution 
and laws of the commonwealth : nd provided also, 'That 
the same shall be liable to be annulled by the Legislature 
thereof. 

Secr. 20. The said City Council shall also have pow- 
er, from time to time, to lay and assess taxes for all pur- 
poses for which towns are by law required or authorized to 
assess and grant money, and also for all purposes for which 


county taxes may be levied and assessed; Provided, how- 


ever, That in the assessment and apportionment of all such 
taxes upon the polls and estates of all persons liable to con- 
tribute thereto, the same rules and regulations shall be ob- 
served as are now established by the laws of this common- 
wealth, or may be hereafter enacted, relative to the assess- 
ment and apportionment of town taxes. The said City Coun- 
cil shall also have power to provide for the assessment and 
collection of such taxes, and to make appropriations of all 
public moneys, and provide for the disbursement thereof, 
and take suitable measures to ensure a just and prompt ac- 
count thereof ; and for these purposes, may either elect 
such Assessors and Assistant Assessors as may be needful, 
or provide for the appointment or election of the same, or 
any of them, by the Mayor and Aldermen, or by the citi- 
zens, as in their judgment may be most conducive to the 
public good, and may also require of all persons entrusted 
with the collection, custody, or disbursement of public 
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moneys, such bonds, with such conditions and such sure- 
ties, as the case may in their judgment require. 

Secr. 21. The said City Council shall have power, and APponr 
they are hereby authorised io provide for the appointment“ 
or election of all necessary officers, for the good govern- 
ment of said city, not otherwise provided for; to prescribe 
their duties, and fix their compensation, and to choose a 
Register of Deeds, whenever the city shall be one county. 

Sect. 22. The City Council also shall have the care rans 
and superintendence of the public buildings, and the care, 
custody, and management of the property of the city, with 
power to lease or sell the same, except the Common and 
- Faneuil Hall, and to authorise and empower either branch 
of said council or any committee thereof to lease or 
sell the same. And the said City Council shall have 
power also to purchase property, real or personal, in 
the name, and for the use of the city, whenever its in- 
terest or convenience may, in their judgment, require it. 

Sect. 23. All the power and authority now by law quarantine. 
vested in the City Council relative to the preservation of 
the public health and the quarantine of vessels, shall con- 
tinue to be vested in the said City Council, to be carried pubticheatth 
into execution by the appointment of Health Commission- 
ers, or in such other manner as the health, cleanliness, 
comfort, and order of the city may, in their judgment, re- 
quire, subject to such alterations as the Legislature may 
from time to time adopt. 

Sect. 24. The said City Council shall have power and Overseers of 
they are hereby authorised to provide for the election of 
one person in each ward as Overseers of the Poor for the 
said City. 

Sect. 25. The said City Council shall have power, Ly Dae de, 
they see fit, to elect the Mayor and Aldermen to be Sur- 
veyors of highways for said city. 

Sect. 26. The Mayor and Aldermen of said city, and City Treas- 
the said Common Council shall, as soon as conveniently 
may be, after their annual organization, meet together in 
convention, and elect some suitable and trustworthy per- 
son to be the ‘Treasurer of said city. 
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eprereret Sect. 27. All boards, and officers, acting under the 

hoped authority of said corporation, ard entrusted with the ex- 
penditure of public money, shall be accountable therefor 
to the City Council in such manner as they may direct. 
And it shall be the duty of the City Council to publish and 
distribute, annually, for the information of the citizens, a 
particular statement of the receipts and expenditures of all 
public moneys, and a particular statement of all city prop- 
erty. 

Wy ayen «SECT. 28. In all cases in which appointments to office 
are directed to be made by the Mayor and Aldermen, the 
Mayor shall have the exclusive power of nomination ; such 
nomination, however, being subject to be confirmed or re- 
jected by the Board of Aldermen. 

Cay Couet SECT. 29. No person shall be eligible to any office, the 

thee emees, Salary of which is payable out of the city treasury, who at 
the time of his appointment, shall be a member of either 
the Board of Aldermen or Common Council; and_ neither 
the Mayor nor any Alderman, or member of the Com- 
mon Council, shall, at the same time, hold any other 
office under the city government. 

Scho Gom- Sect. 30. The School Committee shall consist of the 
Mayor of the City, the President of the Common Coun- 
cil, and of the twenty-four persons, chosen as is prescrib- 

ed in the ninthsection of this act. And at all meetings of 
the Board the Mayor, if present, shall preside. | 

Powersof Sect. 31. The said Committee shall have the care and 

mittee. management of the Public Schools, and may elect all 
such instructers as they deem proper and remove the 
same whenever they consider it expedient. And they are 
also empowered to distribute the sum, which shall be an- 
nually appropriated by the City Council,‘among the in- 
structers in the Public Schools, so fixing the amount. 
of the salary of each instructer, however, as that in no 
case shall the aggregate amount of all said salaries, exceed 
the whole sum that shall have been so appropriated by 
the said Council. And. generally they shall have all the 
powers, in relation to the care and management of the 
Public Schools, which the Selectmen of Towns or School 
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Committees, are authorised by the laws of this Common- 
wealth to exercise. 


Secr. 32. It shall be the duty of the two branches of Number of 


the City Council, in the month of October, in each year, 
to meet in convention, and determine the number of Rep- 
resentatives, which it may be expedient for the corpora- 
tion to send to the General Court in the ensuing year, within 
its constitutional limits, and to publish such determination, 
which shall be conclusive; and the number thus determin- 
ed shall be specified in the warrant calling a meeting for 
the election of representatives. 

Sect. 33. All elections for Governor, Lieutenant Gov- 
ernar, Senators, Representatives, Representatives to Con- 
gress, and all other officers, who are to be chosen and 
voted for by the people, shall be held at meetings of the 
citizens qualified to vote in such elections in their respec- 
tive wards, at the time fixed by law for those elections 
respectively. And at such meetings, all the votes given 
in, being collected, sorted and counted by the War- 
den and Inspectors, and declared by the Warden, in 
each ward, it shall be the duty of the Clerk of such 
ward to make a true record of the same, specifying 
therein the whole number of ballots given in, the name 
of each person voted for, and the number of votes for 
each, and also the number of blanks on ballots containing 
some name or names, expressed in words at length. And 
a transcript of such record, certified by the Warden, 
Clerk, and a majority of the Inspectors of elections in 
such ward, shall forthwith be transmitted or delivered by 
each Ward Clerk to the City Clerk. It shall be the duty 
of the City Clerk forthwith to enter such returns, or a 
plain and intelligible abstract of them, as they are succes- 
sively received, in the journals of the proceedings of the 
Mayor and Aldermen, or in some other book kept for that 
purpose. And it shall be the duty of the Mayor and 
Aldermen to meet together within two days after every 
such election, and examine and compare all the said re- 
turns, and thereupon to make out a certificate of the result 
of such election, to be signed by the Mayor and a majority 
of the Aldermen, and also by the City Clerk, which shall 
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be transmitted, delivered, or returned, in the same manner 
as similar returns are now by law directed to be made, 
and such certificates and returns shall have the same 
force and effect in all respects, as like returns of similar 
elections made by the Selectmen of towns. In all elec- 
tions for Representatives to the General Court, in case 
the whole number proposed to be elected shall not be 
chosen by a majority of the votes legally returned, the 
Mayor and Aldermen shall forthwith issue their warrant 
for a new election, and the same proceedings shall be 
had in all respects as are herein before directed, until 
the whole number shall be elected. 

Sect. 34. It shall be the duty of the Assessors of the 
of the City of Boston, once in each year, at the time when 
they make a list of the inhabitants for the purposes of tax- 
ation, to make also a separate and distinct alphabetical list 
of the qualified voters in the respective wards, so far as 
they can ascertain them by careful inquiry in their annual 
visits through the City, taking care that each name is spelt 
correctly—designating separately the name of each person 
composing a firm or copartnership, and specifying, as far 


as practicable, the street and number where each voter on 


their said list resides. 

And it shall further be the duty of the said wdaelats} 
to deposit the original lists of voters so made by them, as 
they are completed for each ward, with the Mayor and 
Aldermen. 

Sect. 35. It shall be the duty of the City Treasurer, — 
twice in each year, namely, once in the month of October, 
not more than twenty, nor less than fifteen days before the 
second Monday in November, and once in the month of 
November, not more than twenty nor less than fifteen days 
before the first Wednesday in December, to return to the 
Mayor and Aldermen an accurate list of all persons who 
shall not have paid into the City Treasury any State or 
County tax, which within two years preceding the time of 
such return shall have been assessed upon them, excepting 
such as shall be by law exempt from taxation. 

Sect. 36. It shall be the duty of the Mayor and Al- 
dermen, ten days at least prior to the election of city offi- 

i? 
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cers, or of any officer or officers under the government of 
the United States, or of this Commonwealth, from the last 
list of qualified voters of the city, deposited with them by 
the Assessors, and from the last return made to them by 
the City Treasurer as directed, and from such other satis- 
factory evidence, as may be furnished them, to make out 
correct alphabetical lists of all the citizens of each ward, 
qualified to vote in such elections,—to cause the said list 
for each ward, to be posted up in one or more public places, 
in each ward respectively, ten days at least prior to each 
election—and also to cause one copy of all such ward lists 
to be exposed to public inspection, at their room, for the 
space’ of at least ten days prior to every election. Andthe . 
said Mayor and Aldermen, shall by the full board or by a 
committee, as they shall deem best, be in session, for the 
space of ten days at jeast prior to the day of election, for 
thepurpose of receiving evidence of the qualifications of 
persons, claiming a right to vote in such elections, and of 
correcting the lists of voters. And it shall further be the 
duty of the said Mayor and Aldermen, at a reasonable time 
before the opening of the polls for each election, to deliv- 
er such list of voters in each ward, so prepared and. cor- 
rected, to the Clerk of said ward, to be used by the War- 
den and Inspectors thereof at such election ;—and after 
such lists have been so delivered to the Clerks of the sev- 
eral wards, no alterations therein shall be made, of any 
kind, by any person or for any cause whatever, but the 
same shall be conclusive for the purpose of such election. 
And it shall be the duty of the Inspectors of Elections in 


each ward, to receive the votes of all persons, whose 
names are borne on the list of voters of their ward, and to 


refuse the votes of all persons, whose names are not borne 
on said list, without any discretionary power on their 
part ;—Provided however, that if any person claim to vote 
by aname, which, though borne on the ward list, is be- 
lieved by the Inspector, to whom the vote is offered, to 
be intended for another person of the same name, he shall 
refer the same to the Warden, whose duty it shall be to 
decide upon the reception or rejection of the vote. And 
the Inspector shall cause a mark to be placed against the 
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name of each voter in Shek list, at the time of giving his 
vote. HG 

general Secor. 37. General as of the citizens, qualified 
to vote in city affairs, may from time to time be held to 
consult upon the common good, to give instructions to 
their representatives, and to take all lawful measures to 
obtain a redress of any grievances, according to the right 
secured to the people by the constitution of this Common- 
wealth. And such meetings shall and may be duly warn- 
ed by the Mayor and Aldermen, upon the requisition of 
fifty qualified voters of said city. 

wie ~=Secr. 38. All warrants for the meetings of citizens, 

pee. for municipal purposes, to be had either in general mete 
ings or in wards, shall be issued by the Mayor and Alder- 
men, and in such form, and be served, executed, and re- 
turned at such time, and in such manner, as the City 
Council may, by any by-law or ordinals and ap- 
point. 

Divisioninto Sect. 39. It shall be the duty of the City Poaincii and 

' they are empowered, during the year 1838 and also when- 

ever they deem it expedient, not oftener however than 
once in ten-years, to cause a new division of the city to 
be made into wards not exceeding twelve in ms 
such manner as to include an equal number of inhabitants 
in each ward, as nearly as conveniently may be, consist- 
ently with well defined limits to each ward ; including, in 
such computation of number of inhabitants, persons of all 
descriptions, and taking the last census, made under the 
authority of the United States, or the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, as a basis for such computation. 

Amend- Secr. 40. Nothing in this act contained shall be so 

me construed as to restrain or prevent the Legislature from 

amending or altering the same, whenever they shall deem 

it expedient. 

Sect. 41. The act entitled an act establishing the 
City of Boston, passed Feb. 23, 1822 and all acts in ad- 
dition thereto, are hereby repealed. 

Sect. 42. No act which has been heretofore repeated, 
shall be revived by the repeal of the acts mentioned in the 
preceding section. 
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REPORT. 


The Standing Committee having made the semi-annual ex- 
aminations of all the schools under the care of this Board, 
agreeable to the requisitions of its rules and regulations, would 
respectfully report :— . 

The whole number of schools, independent of the two at 
East Boston, and one at the Mill Dam, (which will be reported 
separately) in the City, is 75, in 9 districts averaging 8 1-3 to 
a district. ‘The whole number of pupils present, is found to 
be 3985, averaging 443 to a district,* and 53 toaschool. ‘There 
were 832 absent, averaging 92 to a district, or 11 to a school; 
total belonging, 4817, averaging 535 to.a district, or about 63 
to aschool. ‘There were reported 1063 who were 7 years of 
age and over, averaging 118 to a district, or 14 to each school. 
There has been sent to the Grammar School 586, averaging 65 
to a district, or 8 to a school. ‘There are fitted for the 
Grammar School, 442, averaging 49 toa district, or 6 toa 
school. ‘The number of examinations have been 342, ave- 
raging 38 to a district, or 3 1-2 to aschool. The visits were 
440, averaging 49 to a district, or 6 to a school. 

District No. 4 has still the largest number of pupils being 
637, averaging 71 to each school. Nos. 1 and 6 are next 
largest, having 626 each, averaging 66 to aschool. District 
No. 9 has the smallest number, 346, averaging in 6 schools 57 
and a fraction to each. The absences in this district are 105, 
the largest number in any district, averaging 15 to each school. 
The largest number of examinations is found to be in Dis- 
trict No. 3, being 58. No. 1, stands the next highest, having 


* In making the averages the fractions are omitted. 
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51. No. 7 has the smallest number, being 27 only. District 
_ No. 3 has credit for 10 more examinations than the average of 
one each month to a school. 

The largest number of visits have been in District 5, averag- 
ing about 15 to a school. ‘I'wo of the schools, however, have 
received a greater proportion of these visits, these being the 
poorest schools and requiring more of their attention. District 
No. 9 has the smallest number of visits, averaging but 2 1-3 to a 
school. In District No. 4, which has the next smallest num- 
ber, several of the Committee have been absent three and four 
months during the last half year, which accounts in some meas- 
ure for their deficiency in visits and examinations. 

It appears by the reports, that a thorough and critical ex- 
amination has been made, to ascertain, if possible, the real stand- 
ing of the schools; so that their report, based upon them, may 
give to this board as accurate a knowledge of their actual con- 
dition as circumstances will permit. | 

The separate reports will go into the hands of the respective 
districts, which contain the detail of the examinations, and 
your Committee will be able only to make some extracts there- 
from, of a more general character. | 

In District No. 1, the report states, in reference to school 
No. 2, ‘* They have a very bad habit of guessing at or slur- 
ring over the long and difficult words. This should be attend- 
ed to: no child should ever be allowed to pass over a word 
without speaking it distinctly and correctly.”? And again, when 
the imperfections in the school were attributed to the long vaca- 
tion by the teacher, in No. 8, the report asks, ‘* Are long 
vacations proper for young children? Does it not take them 
a long time to regain what they lose ? Besides the habits of 
idleness which they acquire.’’? In closing his report of this 
district, the Committee says : ‘¢ The Committee of this Dis- 
trict are deserving of the greatest commendation for their atten- 
tion to the welfare of the schools generally, and their great ex- 
ertions and superintending care, in selecting situations and at- 
tending to the building of new rooms. There probably is not a 
district in the city so well provided with rooms as this district; 
the new building in Fleet Street is admirably: calculated for the 
accommodation and convenience of the children and teachers, 
and deserves to be visited by all who take an interest in the 
comfort as well as instruction of the primary school children. 
With regard to the questions which it was proposed to ask,— 
the Committee finds that the attendance throughout the district 
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has been very good; that when it has been irregular, some 
necessity or good and sufficient reason has been given. The 
supply of books is also very good—there are no truants, or 
vicious and immoral boys—the children universally behave 
well, and are respectful to their teachers.”” The district is sup- 
posed to be in an improving condition. The relative standing. 
of the schools in the district was not furnished in the report. 

In District No. 2, the report says of No. 3, ‘It has receiv- 
ed very faithful attentions from its special Committee.’? Of No. 
4, it says: ‘*'This is kept in a shattered and uncomfortable 
garret. It contains a few unmanageable boys, who are doubt- 
‘less responsible for some of the insubordination which was ex- 
hibited;”’ and of- No. 6, ‘‘It is strange that the District Com- 
mittee should have permitted a school to exist of such dispro- 
portionate number, for years, as seems to have been the case;”’ 
*‘ perhaps,”’ he continues, ‘‘it is because the teacher has been 
found able and willing to bear the burden.”’ It has now 96 re- 
ported as belonging to it.”” Of No. 8, the report says: ‘*’The re- 
miniscence of the visit to this school is somewhat painful; a 
degree of insubordination prevailed which must render improve- 
ment an anomaly;—and the improved accommodations by re- 
moval, cannot have been followed by any improvement in the 
school. ‘The noise of those not reciting rendered it impossi- 
_ble to hear those that were; and though late in the afternoon, 
the Committee inferred, from the unconcern of the teacher, that 
such scenes were familiar.”” The school has received but little 
attention from the District Committee, but requires special 
oversight.” 

In the summary the report says:—‘‘It may here be ob- 
served that the best schools receive the most visits from the 
Committees. It would naturally be inferred that they were 
best, because receiving most attention. But your Committee 
is persuaded, from observations in this and other districts, that 
the local Committee are too apt to visit good schools, where 
they may be gratified—where it is really a pleasure to visit, 
while they avoid those which present no such attractions; but 
where it is most important that their attention should be concen- 
trated. In this district, Nos. 1, 2 and 5 have been visited 
from 12 to 19 times each, while Nos. 4 and 8 have been visit- 
ed only 6 and 8 times. No. 4 has been visited by no one 
except its faithful special committee: let this practice be revers- 
ed, and a different result would follow.”’ ‘‘There was no really 
good reading in the district, and in some schools the disregard 
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of pauses and the bad intonations were deserving of reprehen- 
sion.” . 

‘¢ On the whole, the schools of this district seem to be rather 
below those in the five other districts which your Committee 
has had the opportunity of examining, ‘They seem not to have 
set for themselves a sufficiently high standard. Nos, 1, 2, 3, 5 
and 6 may be called good schools ; No. 1, perhaps the best ; 
Nos. 4 and 7 below the standard ; and No. 8 very poor 
school.”’ | 

District No. 3. The mode of instructing the younger classes 
introduced into some of the schools is highly commended. 
The report says of School No. 6: ‘* The mode alluded to, was 
particularly stated in the report of this district in April last, 
and a specimen given such as the following:—The word Grass 
is put out and spelled. The question is then asked, What color 
is Grass? Answer, Green. Spell Green. What animal eats 
Grass? Answer, Sheep. Spell Sheep. And so on indefinite- 
ly;”’? and further ‘‘this may indeed be classed as one of the best 
schools, and it surely deserves a better location.”,»—Of School 
No. 8 the report speaks thus: ‘‘'T’he mode of teaching very 
young children to spell alluded to in report of Nos. 5 and 6, 
whereby the intellect is enlarged and strengthened, is here car- 
ried to great perfection ; the little children are taught to name 
any object around, and to spell the same correctly—to state 
their uses—to distinguish one article from another and call them 
by their proper names—such as different kinds of metals, of 
wood, &c., as they appear in the school, or elsewhere. It was 
evident to your committee, that by this mode of instruction the 
little pupils are rapidly progressing in knowledge, and that the 
teacher is thereby laying a foundation in their minds for a more 
easy communication of instruction as they shall advance in years. 
Another advantage gained in this way is, that an interest is ex- 
cited and kept up in the whole class, and, in fact, throughout 
the whole school, in the passing exercises ; and while instruc- 
tion is imparted to the younger pupils, it is of such a kind as to 
improve the others. 

‘¢ From the whole examination,”’ the report concludes, ‘ it 
appears that the schools in this district are in a very promising 
state. ‘The Committee have been successful in obtaining the 
services of competent and faithful teachers; and they have also 
been unusually attentive to the interests of the schools under 
their superintendence, of which the number of their visits and 
examinations, averaging nearly three in a month to each school, 
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atte ample testimony. The moral character of the schools 
is very good ; only two or three truants were discovered in the 
whole district, and of these hopes were entertained that the evil 
was in a good measure cured.” 

District No. 4. ‘The report says, in reference to school 
No. 1, ** The éxamination of this school was rendered interest- 
ing by questions of a general nature being proposed to the dif- 
ferent classes by the teacher, with a view to give them intelli- 
gent ideas respecting the subjects embraced in the lessons. 
This practice is worthy the imitation of teachers in all our 
schools.”? Of school No. 5, one of the colored schools, the 
report says, ‘‘ The progress of this school is very much re- 
tarded by the irregularity and want of punctuality in attendance 
on the part of the children, and also by the scanty supply of 
books. ‘I'he teachers complained that the parents are very in- 
different in regard to sending their children to school, or in pro- 
viding them with the necessary books. If these difficulties 
were removed, the Committee is of opinion that this school can 
be raised to a high rank.”? Of school No. 7, the report re- 
marks—‘‘ One defect, in the opinion of the Committee, in the 
management of this school, is, the apparent effort on the part 
of the instructress to render the lower classes proficient in 
studies, in advance of what are required by the rules of the 
school. If the time thus devoted to the lower classes were 
given to the older children, it is believed that the school would 
appear to better advantage, and rank among the best in the 
city.”’ ‘*In conclusion, the committee would observe, that the 
general appearance of the schools in this district was such as to 
afford him much satisfaction. Most of the schools seem to be 
made up of good materials, and all of them are apparently under 
good discipline. Were a classification of the schools attempt- 
ed by the Committee, based upon the examination made by 
him, he would say, that schools No. 1, 3, and 8 are the best in 
the district; 2 and 7 next in order; and 4, 5, 6 and 9 the poor- 

; 5 and 6, (the colored schools,) being, for reasons before 
named, the most backward. ‘The Committee is aware that this 
designation of the relative standing of the schools may not be 
strictly correct, for it is sometimes the case with schools, as 
with individual children, that, from adventitious circumstances, 
some do not appear so well, and others appear better at partic- 
ular examinations than they really are. With this qualifica- 
tion, however, the Committee is of opinion that the actual 
ending of the schools does not vary much from the classifica- 
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tion above given.”? ‘‘ Some of the schools need a little more 
attention from the Local Committee. In regard to Gallaudet’s 
Primer, there is a preponderance of testimony on the part of 
the teachers in favor of introducing it into the Schools.” 
District No.5. The report says of Miss Wilder’s school 
in Broad street, ‘‘ It is gratifying to examine a school compos- 
ed of such materials, and perceive such an influence and con- 
trol over them. ‘There can be no longer any doubt or uncer- 
tainty with regard to the improvement of this class of our chil- 
dren, where the efforts of the teacher of this school have been 
so eminently successful for a series of years: certainly those 
teachers who have schools composed of our native population 
can offer no excuse for an indifferent school. ‘The absences, I 
think, average less than in any other school in the district, if 
not in the city.”” ‘The report in its summary says, ‘* That there 
is,an evident improvement in some of the schools in this dis- 
trict, which it is hoped may be extended to all of them. ‘The 
Local Committee, judging from their visits, are very much inte- 
rested in the schools. ‘These visits and attentions are encour- 
aging to the teachers, and render them efficient aid in conduct- 
ing the schools, as counsel and advice are frequently needed. 
The relative standing of the schools may be classed thus: 1, 3, 
7, 8, 6,4, 9, 2,5. Nos.1 and 3 may be considered equal, 
and are first-rate schools ; 7 and 8 are good schools; 6, 4 and 
9 are fair; 2 and 5 are poor. ‘The study of arithmetic seems 
to have been somewhat neglected in this distriet. While the 
rules require that study, the teachers should not be permitted 
to consult their feelings or convenience, but it should be re- 
quired of them. Nos. 1 and 5 are wanting better accommoda- 
tions, to which the Local Committee should direct their atten- 
tion.”’ ; 
District No. 6. The report concludes—‘‘ The schools exam- 
ined may at this time be considered to rank as follows: Nos. 9, 
4 and 3 are good; Nos. 7, 6 and 2 pretty good; 1 and 5 next;. 
and Nos. 8 and 10 poor schools. Books are obtained in alk 
the schools but two, with ease and promptness; six of them are 
in excellent rooms, owned by the city, Nos: 1, 3, 5 and 8 oc- 
cupy those that are hired; the rooms of 1, 3 and 5 are poor, 
and objectionable from being exposed to the noise in the streets, 
or too small; No. 8 is annoyed by the water, which in wet 
weather finds its way on the floor of the room. ‘This school 
is in the vestry of Hollis street church. Arithmetic is attend- 
ed to in the forenoon of each day in most of the schools. With 


11 


the little Primer recently introduced, the experiment is being 
tried. None of the teachers have had sufficient time to form 
any opinion in regard to it.”’ 

District No. 7. The report says, ‘‘ The district may be 
considered a good one. Some of the schools are very good, 
but none so good as some other districts examined by me. 
They may rate in the following order, as developed by this ex- 
amination: 5, 6, 1, 2, 7,4. Ido not class 3, because the ex- 
amination has not been fairly made, but should put it on an 
equality with 7. ‘The selections for reading were made by my- 
self in all cases, and many questions asked. It is gratifying to 
notice a continual improvement in the qualifications of the teach- 
ers, and in the condition of the schools. Some of the schools 
would probably class better, if a more accurate knowledge was 
had of the length of time the scholars have been in the school, 
and the degree of cultivation and government bestowed by the 
parents and friends at home.” 

It will be remembered by this Board that the rule which re- 
quires visits, agreeable to rules and regulations, section 3, 
rule 4, is disregarded in this district. Of No. 1, the report 
says, ‘** All the examinations and visits have been made by the 
committee of the school.’”’ Of No. 4 it says, ‘* I believe that 
it would be very useful for the committee of the district to in- 
terchange their visits and examinations of each other’s school.”’ 
This opinion doubtless induced the Board to adopt the rule, and 
it would be well to have it observed. 

District No. 8—the South Boston schools. The Commit- 
tee that examined this district not having furnished any summa- | 
ry of his examination, your Committee will remark, that No. 
1 is represented not to be in so good order as at some _previ- 
ous examinations—is yet a fairschool. It has a competent and 
devoted teacher. No. 2 is reported a pretty good school— 
3 isa very good school. Of this the report says, ‘‘'They care- 
fully attend to their stops, and pretty generally observe all the 
articles, conjunctions and other little words, the omission of 
which is a great fault in many of our Primary Schools.’ 
Singing is practised in this school daily, and, the Commit- 
tee presumes, with much benefit. ‘‘All take part in this 
recreation and seemingly with pleasure—4, a fair school—5 
has 84 belonging to it, and is reported a pretty good school— 
6 is avery good school.”’? The discipline is reported to be of 
the first order. 'The report says, ‘‘’‘The classes rise in regu- 
lar gradations, from such as do not know their letters up to 
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very good readers;’’ 7, report says, ‘‘a decent school, all 
things considered; room bad; mostly Irish.—For this reason 
some scholars have been withdrawn, thereby lessening the good 
impressions which the school might otherwise have made.” 
Should parents be permitted to withdraw their children from 
one school, on so trivial a cause, and send them to another? 
8, which has been in a low condition, is improving. The 
report says, ‘‘Perseverance, which overcomes all things, will 
enable the teacher to bring the school up to a respectable rank. 
-9 is a new school, which commenced with the present quar- 
ter.”’ The report says, ‘‘ Although it is composed of rather dis- 
cordant materials, the Committee hopes that, under the efficient 
teacher they have selected, the school will come forward, 
and assume a respectable rank among the schools of the city.”’ 
Nos. 3 and 6 are reported as good, and 2, 5, 4 and 7, as fair; 
Nos. 8 and 9, at present, poor schools. 

District No. 9. There are 6 schools in this district. 5 of 
them are reported in good condition, and fair schools. 4, the 
report says, ‘‘ is far up on the Neck, 757, Washington street. 
A large number of foreigners attend. <A great majority of boys 
in the school. It is of such materials, that great labor will be 
necessary, to make it appear to the same advantage as others.”’ 
The report concludes with some remarks upon the lessons, at 
the close of the spelling-book, which the reporter thinks are 
inconsistent, unintelligible, and therefore unnecessary. The 
discussion of the subject not appertaining particularly to this 
report, these remarks will be omitied. 

The Mill Dam school is reported as having 21 pupils 
present— 3 absent—24 belonging —3 fitted for the Gram- 
mar School—3 examinations and 2 visits. It will be perceiv- 
ed that this school has declined in numbers. ‘The report says, 
‘<The first class, 3 in number, were quite perfect in all the ex- 
ercises, and have given considerable attention to grammar. 
The exercises of the other classes were satisfactory.” 

School No. 1, East Boston. There were 41 present—21 
absent—62 belonging. ‘There were 9 over 7 years of age, 
6 fitted for Grammar School, 2 sent since last examination. 
There have been 3 examinations and 1 visit, by the Local Com-. 
mittee. ‘'he report says, ‘‘This school is in good condition. 
First class excellent readers; without exception, the best I ever 
heard in our Primary Schools. The other exercises of this 
class, though good, were not equal to the reading. Second 
class, rather backward; but will eventually make good the 
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places of the first class. To this, the energies of the teacher 
are chiefly devoted, while she does not neglect the lower classes. 
She doubles her diligence to send out a good first class. ‘The 
remaining classes are making proportionate proficiency in the 
lessons which are taught them. ‘The teacher is among our 
best. Pupils bright—discipline praiseworthy—room capacious 
enough, but very cold in the winter months; consequently many 
of the children are detained from school. The population of 
this neighborhood, like that of other districts in the suburbs of 
our city, is changeable, which is a serious injury to the school. 
The Board, however, may be assured that the interests of this 
school will be well attended to, so long as the present teacher 
continues in her station. 

School No. 2, East Boston, is reported in rather a poor 
condition. ‘I‘here appears to be many obstacles in the way of 
its improvement. ‘The report says, ‘‘{t is withemuch effort on 
the part of the teacher and committee, that the scholars are 
kept at school. ‘This consideration is to have weight in esti- 
mating the character of the school.’’ There is no first class— 
but 4 in the second. ‘The exercises are reported to be fair in 
the lower classes—many of the children are absent a good deal; 
the examinations and visits have all been made by Mr. Haynes, 
the Committee. ‘The report adds, ‘‘ ’he school in its charac- 
ter stands by itself, and I do not class it. ‘The teacher is 
abundantly competent.”’ ‘here were 37 present—7 absent— 
_ 42 belonging; none fitted for the Grammar School; 4 sent since 
last examination; 1 examination and 4 visits. 

Since the last semi-annual examination, two new schools, 
one in No. 6, and one in No. 9, have been established, are in 
operation, and embraced in the reports of the respective 
districts. 

In No. 4, a new school has been very recently established, 
in the Derne street school-house, and was opened the 6th of 
this month, under very favorable auspices. 

A new school has falso been established in District No. 1, 
and opened since the examination, occupying room in Ann 
street, vacated by the removal of school No. 9 to the new 
school-house in Fleet street. 

The attention of your Committee has been directed to in- 
quiries, respecting the condition of the school-rooms, as to 
location, accommodation, comfort, &c. 

In District No. 1.—All provided with good rooms but No. 8. 
The report says, ‘*The room is much too large, and very dark 
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and gloomy. I should think this a very: disagreeable and unsat- 
isfactory room, as well as discouraging to to the teacher.” 

In District No. 2. No. 4, isa poor room; all the rest sat- 
isfactory. 

In District No. 3. The report says, ‘‘No. 5 deserves a 
better location than it now has; anew building is much needed 
for schools 5 and 6, for the convenience and comfort both of 
the teachers and pupils.’? No further complaint in this district. 

In District No. 4. A better location is wanted for No. 7. 
Nos. 3 and 7 want better accommodations. A Committee in 
this district has charge of the subject, and are now endeavor- 
ing to provide for these schools. All the others satisfactory.* 

In District No. 5. Schools Nos. 1 and 5 need better ac- 
-commodations. It is understood that provision is making for 
one, if not both of them. Some complaints were made, and very 
justly, of the noise and confusion in the street, and vicinity of — 
the school in Broad street. ‘The room is convenient, loca- 
tion accommodating; but it would be desirable to remove it 
‘from the continual annoyance and tumult to which it is 
exposed. 

In District No. 6. Six of the schools are well accommo- 
dated; 4 of them unsuitable in their present condition. Allu- 
sion was made to them more particularly in the body of the | 
report. 

In District No. 7. The report represents No. 1 ‘‘ as damp, 
and needs repair.”” No. 2 ‘‘ room needs repairs. ‘There is an 
offensive air whichshould be removed, or another room sought.” 
3, 4, and 6 need repairs ; 5 and 7 are good rooms. No other 
complaint of the other five, (excepting the impure air in No. 2) 
but the necessity of repairs. ‘These should be attended to. 

In District No. 8. School No. 2; room large enough, but 
miserably poor. Of No. 4 the report says, ‘¢ The room is to- 
tally unfit for its present use.’? ‘The other seven are satisfacto- 
ry. Of No. 6, however, it is said, ‘‘ The only objection is, 
that the room is not large enough.’”? ‘There are 78 children be- 
longing to the school. It would probably accommodate all that 
should belong to it. 

In District No. 9. Of room No. 2 the report says—‘* The 
room was too small, is badly situated, and somewhat out of re- 


* Since this report was made, a room has been obtained in the building of the Eng- 
lish High School for No. 7; and therefore but one school at present needs better ac- 
commodation, and this can be made comfortable for the present. 
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pair.”? A better one is about to be appropriated to the school. 
This provision will make this district satisfactory. | 

No objections have been made to the rooms at East Boston 
‘and the Mill Dam. Your Committee infer, therefore, that they 
are otherwise satisfactory, excepting the remark in the report, 
with regard to No. 1, Kast Boston, which is said to be cold and 
uncomfortable in the winter. 

There are found twelve rooms,which are unsuitable and _ in- 
adequate, and four that need repairs. It is expected that this 
number will soon be diminished, if suitable locations can be pro- 
cured (by committees who have the subject under consider- 
ation,) for building new school-houses. Appropriations that 
were made in 1836 were diverted from this object, for the want 
of success in procuring sites to build upon. It is presumed 
this difficulty does not exist to so great a degree as heretofore, 
and we may hope soon that all our Primary Schools will enjoy 
better accommodations. 

Inquiries were made by your Committee, with regard to 
singing in our Primary Schools. It is found that_very few 
practise it, and generally from the inability of the teachers to 
instruct, or lead in the exercise. In some of them the exer- 
cise is represented to be pleasing, and performed in a very re- 
spectable manner by the children. It would no doubt be im- 
practicable to attempt to introduce it into our Primary Schools 
while our teachers are unable to instruct in it, and it therefore 
can be practised only where the teacher can sing herself; oth- 
erwise it would be imperfect and without advantage, excepting 
as arelaxation to the children. 

Gallaudet’s Primer has been introduced into many of the 
schools; but the experiment has not generally been sufficiently 
tested, to decide upon its merits. Some teachers think highly 
of it, and exhibit striking instances of improvement, while oth- 
ers think less favorably of it, or~condemn it altogether. This 
diversity of opinion undoubtedly arises from the want of ex- 
perience, or a reluctance to adopt what is thought an innova- 
tion, whether it is an improvement or not. Neither your Com- 
mittee nor the teachers are prepared to decide upon it, and 
more time seems to be necessary to develop the system.* 


Are our Primary Schools what they should be? Have they 


* At the meeting of the Board when this report was submitted, a vote was passed to 
adopt Gallaudet’s Primer for the schools. It was immediately introduced, and such 
testimony has already appeared in its favor, as to satisfy the Board of the great utility of 
the system. 
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arrived to that perfection which is to be expected of them? Is 
there no room for improvement? These important: questions 
have engaged the attention of your Committee. These are 
important questions, and deserve the serious consideration of 
this Board. It is the opinion of your Committee, that the 
schools generally are far below the standard which they should 
attain. While there are many-that deserve great praise, and 
have arrived to a commendable degree of excellence, equal, 
_ perhaps, to the expectations of this Board; still a great majority 
are very far from giving that satisfaction which is to be expect- 
ed. <A great deficiency exists in many cases where there ap- 
pears no adequate cause; while in others, apparent circumstan- 
ces operate to prevent an improvement. ‘I'he question arises, 
What are these causes, and how are they to. be removed? How 
is a change to be effected, which will make all of them more 
efficient, aud subservient to the great objects they were design- 
ed to accomplish? It is very well known that many of the 
teachers, either from deficiency in the requisite qualifications, 
or a culpable indifference with regard to their duties, have been 
permitted to continue year after year, and their schools reported 
either inferior, or merely fair! ~ It is very obvious there is some 
fault, and it must be with the teacher; and it is as obvious and 
necessary that it should be remedied. ‘The remedy should be 
applied, even at the removal of the teacher. For illustration of 
the above remarks, your Committee would refer to an instance 
which recently occurred in one of the districts. A teacher was 
permitted to remain in a school for several years, while it was, 
at each successive examination, reported in an inferior condition, 
and still she was suffered to remain. The materials of the 
school were supposed to be of such a nature, that it was not 
susceptible of improvement. J ortunately for the district, 
since the last semi-annual examination she has resigned, and a 
new teacher has been elected to the school. Under her supe- 
rior, but now not unusual qualifications, it has been renovated, 
and brought up to arespectable standing. Likewise in Dis- 
trict No. 3, the school which was the poorest last April, under 
the care of a new and efficient teacher, is now classed ‘‘ as one 
of the best in the district,’’ and thus we might anticipate an 
_ equal improvement in-our present inferior schools. If this im-. 
provement is desirable, (which no member of this Board will 
pretend to deny,) then should we not resort to those means 
which will effect the object? The subject commends itself to 
the consideration of this Board, . and it is incumbent on it toe 
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adopt such measures as will secure the full benefit these schools 
may and ought toafford. ‘The appropriations for these schools 
are liberal, and the teachers are paid salaries sufficient to se- 
cure talents of the highest order, and the city has a right to ex- 
pect every advantage it is in the power of this Board to ob- 
tain. In this connection your Committee will state, as their 
opinion, that a more attentive and interested Local Committee, 
in some of the schools, would aid very much in their improve- 
ment; but, independent of such aid, a teacher is without excuse 
for a poor school, where the materials are of such a character 
as most of them are composed. 

Your Committee cannot refrain from introducing a circum- 
stance connected with one of our schools, which has recently 
come to their knowledge. ‘The Committee of a school gave'a 
permit for admission to his school, and, calling a few days after, 
inquired for the child, which was not present; when the teach- 
er replied, ** Why, sir, that was an Irish child!’ ‘The Com- 
mittee was somewhat confounded by such a reply, and after re- 
covering from his surprise, remarked, that it was not for her to 
determine who should be admitted, when he gave a permit to a 
child—she must. take it, Irish or not. He, not knowing the 
residence of the child, has not been able to bring it into the 
school again, from whence it has been so unjustly and uncere- 
moniously rejected. Jt is unnecessary to make any further 
comment upon such a case, except that any such one, well au- 
thenticated, should subject the teacher to the necessity of fol- 
lowing the child, and her place supplied with one whose ideas 
of duty and propriety are more consistent, and would be better 
regarded. If we have such teachers, who.can wonder that our 
schools are not what they should be? 

In some of the recent elections of teachers, the plan of ex- 
amining the candidates has been.adopted, of which your Com- 
mittee think highly favorable. ‘The course pursued, was to 
examine all the applications, and reduce the number, by voting, 
to three, or five, of the most prominent, who were waited upon 
by a Committee, and examined in the various studies pertaining 
to the schools, and then a selection made. One of these elec- 
tions took place in No. 4, and your Committee have been fur- 
nished with the particulars in regard to their proceeding in com- 
ing to a choice, which are as follows:— 

They received eleven applications, the most of them accom- 


panied with recommendations which were quite satisfactory. 
3 | 
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A motion was made to reduce the number to three, by marking 
against names, all of which were upon the paper. A sub-com- 
mittee of four was chosen to wait upon those three, and hear 
them read, and examine them in the lessons which are taught 
in our Primary Schools, and hold such conversation as would 
“give them the best possible opportunity to judge of their quali- 
fications, tact, &c. After attending to that duty, the Commit- 
tee, before consulting together, or interchanging their views, 
wrote the name of the candidate upon a slip of paper, to whom 
they should give the preference. In this instance, three of the 
Examining Committee voted for one; the other acquiesced in 
the decision. At the meeting of the whole Committee, the 
course pursued by the Examining Committee was detailed to 
them, and the result made known. ‘The person recommended 
was elected. ‘These Committees express much pleasure at 
the superior talents they have discovered in all the candidates 
they have visited for this purpose; and flatter themselves that our 
schools may be supplied with teachers, as vacancies occur, pos- 
sessing the first-rate qualifications. 

In concluding this report, which has already extended quite 
beyond the expected limits, your Committee would not wish 
to be understood, by any remarks they have made, that our 
Primary Schools have in any measure declined since the last 
report was given; on the contrary, there has been a manifest 
improvement, generally speaking; but the progress of their 
improvement Is altogether too slow to comport with the rapid 
advance of the arts, sciences, and education of modern times. 
They would also express their great satisfaction with the im- 
proving moral condition of the schools. The number of truants 
reported is smaller than heretofore, averaging less than one to 
three schools. This speaks favorably of the habits of our youth- 
ful population. It is ardently hoped that a general improvement 
may be manifested in this department, commensurate with the 
interest in its behalf, and that the wishes of its friends may be 
fully realized; so that every child in our city may be brought 
within their benign influence, and in years to come they may 
rise up and bless the institution which has redeemed them from 
ignorance, and rendered their lives a blessing to themselves, 
anda benefit to the present and coming generations. 


All of which is respectfully submitted in behalf of the Stand= 


HAL aM SAMUEL TENNEY, Chairman. 
Boston, Nov. 7, 1837, 
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Ata Meeting of the Primary School Committee, 
held the 7th Noy. 1837, the foregoing Report was 
accepted and ordered to be printed for the use of the 
Committee and Teachers. 


JOSEPH CURTIS, Sec’ry. * 
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On the first of December, 1837, the Inspectors 
visited and inspected the House of Correction and 
the House of Industry; they visited the House of 
Reformation for Juvenile Offenders, on the second, 
and the Jail, on the sixth of the same month. ‘They 
conversed with the inmates, apart from their keepers, 
on their condition and treatment, and informed them, 
at the time, that it was the duty of the Inspectors to 
ascertain, whether they were treated according to the 
humanity of the law. ‘The Inspectors are happy to 
state, that no complaints of ill treatment or neglect 
were made to them by the inmates of either of the 
prisons. Onthe contrary, they bore uniform and con- 
current testimony to the mild and faithful conduct of 
the immediate officers, and all concerned in their 
government and oversight. ‘They were too, comfort- 
ably clothed, exhibiting the appearance of cleanliness 
and health, and their demeanor confirmed their de- 
clarations. 

The Inspectors fully examined into every thing 
relating to the government, discipline, diet, and police 
of the Jail, and each of the Houses; and they have 
received from the Keeper and Masters, returns, in 
which are set forth the names, ages and residence, 
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when known, of all persons who are or have been in 
their custody, respectively, since the last return; the 
causes of their imprisonment, and the manner in which 
they have been treated and employed, the punish- 
ments inflicted, and the faults committed, with the 
names of all persons who have died, escaped, been 
pardoned or discharged, with such other circumstan- 
ces as were required by the Inspectors. ‘These re- 
turns have been made with great exactness and fidelity, 
and are very voluminous. ‘The return of ‘Thomas 
Stephenson, Esq: Deputy Keeper of the Jail, with 
his answers, occupies fifty-nine pages, in folio, closely 
written. The return of Charles Robbins, Esq. Mas- 
ter of the House of Correction, with his answers, 
occupies thirty-seven pages written on large folio 
paper. The return of Francis C. Whiston, Esq. 
Superintendent of the House of Reformation, with 
his answers, occupies nine pages of like paper, also 
closely written. The return of John Crocker, Esq. 
Superintendent of the House of Industry, relates only 
to six convicts, for small offences, committed by the 
judgment of the Police Court, and is very brief. 
These returns are filed and recorded by William 
Knapp, Esq. the Secretary of the Inspectors and 
Board of Accounts; and the same, or full copies 
thereof, will be furnished to his Excellency, the Goy- 
ernor, and to the Mayor and Aldermen of the City of 
Boston, if desired. From these returns and their own 
observation and inquiry, the Inspectors are able to 
make the following detailed report as required by law. 


HOUSE OF CORRECTION. 


The number of persons confined in the House of 
Correction, at the last semi-annual visit of the In- 
spectors, on the 12th of June, 1837, was 238. Be- 
tween that date and the Ist of December following 
300 persons were discharged. On that day, there 
remained in confinement 297 persons, of whom 190 
were males, and 107 females. ‘The causes of their 
confinement, their manner of employment, and many 
interesting facts relating to them, will appear in the 
annexed ‘Tables marked A, B, C, D, which the In- 
spectors are able to furnish from the return of Mr. 
Robbins, to whose able administration and conduct, 
much credit is due for the present excellent condition 
of this House. 

The Inspectors found the buildings, dormitories, 
cells and workshops, clean, convenient, and secure. 
That strict discipline, which, among such a class of 
persons, is absolutely necessary, where so many are 
confined within the precincts of the same penitentiary, 
and where so many are employed together in the same 
occupation, is happily preserved, without the use of 
corporal punishment, or any severe inflictions of bodily 
suffering. | 

For the permanent arrangements of the interior of 
this House in relation to cleanliness, health, discipline, 
employment, diet, and security, the Inspectors refer 
to the report of their visit on the 13th of June last, 
and to the reports of the year 1836, in which these 
particulars are detailed minutely and faithfully, and in 
which no alterations have been made, excepting such 
as are herein noticed, 
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Since that visit, the Western Wing has been com- 
pleted, and was first occupied on the 2d of October 
last. It is appropriated exclusively to the females, 
and, besides the Hospital, contains 166 separate cells, 
constructed in the most secure and approved manner, 
properly and sufficiently ventilated, and like those in 
the Eastern Wing, without any permanent vault. 
The Hospital is in the upper story. Besides one 
large apartment, which freely admits and enjoys both 
air and light, there are adjoining to it six rooms, each 
of which is equal in size to two of the common cells, 
and designed for patients, slightly sick, or .convales- 
cent, and not requiring the immediate attendance of 
a nurse. ‘The accommodations of the Hospital for 
the males, have been enlarged by the addition of the 
rooms which were formerly occupied by sick females, 
and in other respects remain unchanged; and both 
departments are daily visited by the Physician. 
During the last six months, the health of the inmates 
of this House, of the Jail, and both the other places 
of confinement and reformation, has been remarkably’ 
good, and there has been no prevailing disease. 

The present workshop for the females is too con- 
fined for their increased number; but this defect will 
soon be remedied by the completion of a new build- 
ing, which contains a large and commodious workshop 
for the females, with rooms for washing clothes, for 
bathing, and for stormg goods. ‘This building has 
_ been occupied since the middle of January, 1838. 

The Inspectors would respectfully urge, that in- 
creased attention should be paid to the moral and _re- 
ligious instruction of the convicts. Among them are 
persons of all ages, and many who are young, whose 
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education has been entirely neglected. In this class, 
are most of those who are of foreign descent, and 
many coming from other states in the Union, as_ well 
as some citizens of our own Commonwealth. ‘The 
best effects would undoubtedly arise from the con- 
stant residence and services of a pious and learned 
Chaplain, who might also be employed as a School- 
master for the young, and who should possess an en- 
larged and active benevolence, and a sound knowl- 
edge and discrimination of the human character. 
To the principles of religious obligation, should be 
added, if practicable, instruction in reading, writing, 
and the simplest branches of common learning for 
the young, so far as such a privilege could be made . 
consistent with the order of the establishment, and the 
safety of the convicts. A state of extreme ignorance 
is closely allied to extreme degradation ; and if the 
human mind is to be elevated, it must be first enlight- 
ened. ‘The value of one human soul redeemed from 
ruin, would be of incalculable worth, extending through 
its immortal existence. But among the multitudes 
who would share this benevolent instruction, it may 
be expected, that many would derive from it lasting 
benefit. 

On the day of their visit, the Inspectors found con- 
fined in the House fifteen lunatics, of whom thirteen 
were males and two females. Six of the males and 
the two females were sent from the State Lunatic 
Asylum at Worcester. The care of the Lunatics is 
an inconvenience to the Institution. ‘They cannot 
receive that medical attention which their unhappy 
condition requires. ‘They cannot be held to the rules 
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of discipline, and their example and presence are in- 
jurious to the other inmates. ‘The Inspectors are 
happy to learn that measures are in progress to erect 
a building at South Boston for this unfortunate class : 
it will be to the great honor of the City Council, and 
to the praise of their wisdom and benevolence, that 
regard be paid, in selecting such a plan for this new 
Hospital, as shall be best calculated for its humane 
object, and that it be furnished with all those accom- 
modations for the restoration and comfort of the in- 
sane, which have been approved by modern experience. 

To enforce rigid discipline, and for the safe custody 
and beneficial employment of the numerous convicts 
in the House of ‘Correction much depends on the 
character of the officers. They should be tried men, 
discreet, vigilant and firm; and it is desirable, that 
changes among them should not be frequent. 

Between the 27th of July and the Ist of Decem- 
ber, 1837, six persons of whom five were females 
and one a lad who is a cripple were sentenced by the 
Police Court, to the House of Industry. The health 
of these females made it improper to confine them in 
the House of Correction. ‘The report of the Super- 
intendent satisfies the Inspectors, that these persons 
are treated with all the humanity that their situation 
requires. It is found convenient in practice, that the 
Courts should be invested with power, in their dis- 
cretion, to commit petty offenders, whose health is 
feeble, and who lack the capacity to labor, to the 
Alms House, rather than to the Jail, where there is 
no suitable accommodation for the sick, or to the 
House of Correction, which is designed for active dis- 
cipline. 
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At the time of the semi-annual inspection of the 
Jail on the 6th of June, 1337, there were 41 prisoners, 
of whom 13 were confined for debt, and 28 as crimi- 
nals. On the day of the present inspection, 5th of 
December, 1837, 57 persons were in confinement, of 
whom 43 were committed as criminals, and 14 for 
debt. Since the inspection in June last, there have 
been confined 720 criminals and witnesses, and 268 
debtors. ‘The annexed ‘Table marked E. will show 
the causes of commitment. No one has died; 60 
have been discharged on expiration of sentence, one 
prisoner named Charles Wilson, escaped on the 28th 
of November, but was retaken on the 30th of the 
same month: 37 were liberated by the Police Court, 
one was pardoned by the Governor and Council, and 
one by the President of the United States. ‘The 
prisoners are confined in separate apartments, except- 
ing four, who are charged with a breach of the laws of 
the United States, and are permitted to occupy one 
room by the desire of the marshal. ‘There have been 
no violations of law within the precincts of the prison, 
and no punishments have been inflicted. Great at- 
tention has been paid to the cleanliness of the prison ; 
the cells and apartments, have been washed with lime 
monthly and oftener when judged necessary by the 
keeper. 

Several persons confined in the lower story of the 
South Jail, complained that they frequently suffered 
from cold, not arising from deficiency of bedding and 
blankets in the night time, but from the low tempera- 
ture of the air of their rooms at all hours of the day. 
The Inspectors perceived a sensible difference in this 
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respect between the rooms of this story and those of 
all other parts of the building. Many of the prison- 
ers are poorly clad. ‘The walls and floors of the room 
are of stone; and the heat does not sufficiently pene- 
trate from the arches where the stones are placed, 
into the rooms where the prisoners are confined. 
There seems to be an imperfection in the construc- 
tion of the building for warming the apartments, as 
there is undoubtedly in the facility with which com- 
munications may be interchanged among the prisoners 
to the injury of discipline, and sometimes to effect 
their avoidance and escape from public justice. 


In the House for the Employment and Reforma- 
tion of Juvenile Offenders, were confined 107 minors 
between the age of eight and eighteen years, and of 
these 91 were boys and 28 girls. ‘The table marked 
F’. will exhibit the causes of their commitment and 
their various employments. In the Report of the 
visit to this House on 23d of June last and in the re- 
ports of the preceding year, is a description of the 
building and the different apartments which are still 
found to be very convenient. :Those reports exhibit 
in detail the general arrangements for health, diet and 
improvement both moral and physical. The Chaplain 
resides in the building and superintends the daily in- 
struction. ‘The girls are under the eye of the matron, 
and have a separate school, where they are taught by 
an instructress. For two hours in the morning and 
two hours in the afternoon the children are required 
to attend school, and are taught reading, writing and 
arithmetic. During the rest of the day, with the ex- 
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ception of reasonable time for meals, for recreation, 
and for taking air and exercise, they are kept to labor in 
such branches of business as are suitable to their age, 
and sex, and calculated to generate habits of industry. 
The affairs of this institution under the superintend- 
ence of the Directors, appear to be conducted with 
great prudence. ‘The superintendent and officers are 
diligent and faithful in their endeavours to make it a 
school of good morals and manners ; and it is regard- 
ed by the inspectors, as they believe it is by the citi- 
zens generally, as highly useful in the réstraint, the 
punishment and reformation of many vagrant children, 
who infest this populous and busy city. Good policy 
requires, that the immediate government should com- 
bine great firmness and mildness, and that on account 
of its exact and perfect discipline, it should be regard- 
ed by the community as a place of punishment and 
reformation, so as to operate both on parents and 
children. It should be calculated to deter the young 
from evincing stubborn disobedience at home, and 
from playing the truant abroad: and from indulging 
in habits of vagrancy and the commission of those 
petty crimes, which lead to early disgrace and _ final 
infamy. ‘The parents and guardians of youth cannot 
begin too soon to teach children to venerate the truth, 
to observe the plain and intelligible rules of common 
honesty, and to fear to sin against God. ‘This is the 
object of the House of Reformation, and without 
doubt its good influences are in the highest degree 
beneficial to this City. ‘The Inspectors are of opin- 
ion, that increased guards are required to secure the 
windows in the second story, so as to prevent children 
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from attempts to escape from this House, which have 
been frequent, and too often successful; and they 
respectfully recommend this subject to the early atten- 
tion of the City Government. 


PETER O. THACHER, 
Judge of the Mumeipal Court. 
JOHN HEARD, Judge of Probate. 


WILLIAM SIMMONS, Justices of 
JOHN GRAY ROGERS, > the Police 
JAMES C. MERRILL,  ) Court, 


Boston, January 1, 1838. 
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Table shewing the employment of persons employed in 
the House of Correction, Dec. 1, 1837. 


The males engaged in productive employ- 
ment are Stone Cutters, - - 2 
Blacksmiths, - - - - - 
In brass nail Foundry, - - - - 
Hatter... -<°'-- - = = + 
Carpenters and Laborers at H. of Reform’n 
Stone Cutters, Masons, Carpenters, Black- 
smiths and Laborers for the West Wing, 
New Shop, &c. - - - - 


Tailors, . - “ - - 


Males productively employed, - = 


The males unproductively employed are 
those engaged in Yard, receiving Rooms 
and Prison, = - 7 mn z 

Shoemakers and Tailors, r a 4 

Bakers, Ostler and Tinman, - ‘ 5 

_ In Garden and sundries, ‘ J 5 
Picking Wool, including invalids, - - 


Males unproductively employed: ties WI 
Lunatics, - ~ - f 


ee noe! isc eae 


Whole number of Males, - - : 
The females productively employed are 
those making jackets, pantaloons, vests, 
and shirts for a Southern Market, - 


54 


103 


65 


22 


190 


14 
Binding Hats, —- ne ae : . 
Females productively employed, - - 


The Females unproductively employed are 
those cooking, washing and ironing for 
the Prisoners and in Master’s House, 

Mending and making Prisoners’ Garments, 

Attending Yard and Prison, - - - 

Hospital Nurse, - - - - “ 

Picking Wool, - - % , 4 

Sundries, - - " 7 * . 

Idiots and Invalids, “ - > - 


Females unproductively employed, - - 


Lunatics, - ‘ : R ‘ 
Sick, - a ‘ u 4 Y 


Whole number Females, - oRs 
Males productively employed, - - 
Without product, - : a f 


Lunatics and Sick, - g t 


Females productively employed, — - 4 


Without product, - - : Sain 


Lunatics and Sick, “ 3 


Total number Prisoners, - - 


NS) 
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56 


190 
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Table shewing the commitments to and discharges from 
the House of Correction between June 12 and Dec. 


1, 1837. 


Number of male prisoners in confinement 


June 12, 1837, was. - : ‘ r 


Committed by the Police Court, - ‘ 
é «¢ ~— Municipal Court, - 
ot from Lunatic Hospital, - 


Total number Males, - rs 
Committed from that date to December 1, 
1837, by Municipal Court, = > 
Police Court, - - 


Total number committed, . 
Discharged during the same. period, upon 


expiration of sentence, —- a 
Before expiration of sentence, - - 


Pardoned, - - - 2 - - 

Lunatics discharged by order of Court. 
Died, - - - - 
Escaped, - - - - 


Total number discharged, - 

Male prisoners remaining Dec. 1, - - 
From Municipal Court, - - L 

“© Police Court, - a ¥ 

*¢ Lunatic Hospital, - - : 


Total number of Males, - - 


184 


162 


162 


219 


381 


191 


190: 


190: 
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The number of female prisoners in con- 


finement June 12, 1837, was - ers 76 
Committed by the Police Court, -  - 61 
66 «¢ Municipal Court, 2sol3 
From Lunatic Hospital, - - =. En 

Total number of Females, : 76 

Committed from that date to Dec. 1, 1837, 

by Municipal Court, - - - asi 
Police Court, - - - - - 135 

Total number committed, - 140 

216 


Discharged during the same period upon 


expiration of sentence, = - - - 95 
Before expiration of sentence, - ee 
Lunatic discharged by order of Court, 1 

Died, - - - - 
Total number discharged, - 109 
Female prisoners remaining Dec. 1, - 107 
From Municipal Court, - : - 14 
‘¢ Police Court, - - - ~ ea 
«¢ Lunatic Hospital, - - 2 
Total number of Females, ; 107 
Total number of Prisoners remaining De- 
cember 1, 1837, - - - ~ oF 


Particulars relating to those who have died. July 
30, Betsey Joseph, Indian, aged 33, born in Maine, 
died of the scrofula and fever. August 11, Catha- 
rine Dorretty born in Ireland, died of delirium tre- 
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mens. October 25, John Twombly, aged 26, born in 
New Hampshire, committed suicide while in a state 
of delirium tremens. Willis Fisk, aged about 30, 
born in Massachusetts, died of delirium tremens and 
epilepsy. 

Escaped, October 24, Alonzo Taft committed as a 
vagabond. He was an invalid employed in breaking 
coal and is supposed to have made his escape by re- 
moving a picket in rear of the pig-stye. He has not 
since been heard from. James Sweeney, a lunatic, 
escaped November 11, after being locked in his room, 
he removed a plank by means of a piece of iron which 
he had secreted, and escaped into the yard, thence 
over the pickets. He was taken in Sea Street, and 
returned by two citizens. Isaac Munroe, another 
lunatic, has twice escaped over the pickets, but was 
found near the Point, bathing. 


oy 


Table shewing the offences of prisoners commatted since 
June 12, 1837, and the States and Counties of 
which they are natives. 


MALES. 

‘ Larceny, - - - - - - - 60 
Stealing, - - - - - - Hoth 
Common and notorious thief, - - - 1 
Bigamy,_ - - - - - - por] 
Escape from House of Correction, - - 1 


Wasnt. erie iden bec evoisides!l bas cae Wy 
3 
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Cheating by false pretences, 
Accessary to larceny, - 
Embezzlement and larceny, 
Riot and assault, - 
Riot and assault and battery, 
Assault and battery, — - 
Receiving stolen goods, 


Riot and assault on Constable, 


Common drunkards, - 
Vagabonds, - - 


- 


- 


Common drunkards and vagabonds, 


~ Vagabond and larceny, 


Common drunkard and larceny, 


Wanton and lascivious, 


- 


Lewd, wanton and lascivious, 
Common drunkard, and wanton and _ lascivious, 


Lunatic, not furiously mad, 


Males committed, 


FEMALES. 


Larceny, - - - 
Stealing, - - x 
Bigamy, - - - 
Assault and battery, 
Common drunkards, - 
Vagabonds, - - 


Common drunkards and vagabonds, 


Night walkers, - z 
Wanton and lascivious, 


ie) 
woe KS oO OK — = 


t> 


orm Dw — WO © 


‘Common drunkard and night walker, — - 
Vagabond and wanton and lascivious, - - 
Wanton and lascivious and night walker, 
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Common drunkard and wanton and lascivious, 


Vagabond and night walker, - 


Insane, not furiously mad, - u 
Females committed, — - ‘ 


Males, - : - 


Females, - - - 
Total, = re “ - 


Massachusetts, - : ik 
New Hampshire, : fi 
Vermont, - ‘ : 
Maine, - : : * 
Rhode Island, - Sf 4 


Connecticut, - - “ 


Natives of New England, - 
New York, - 

Pennsylvania, - - - 
Maryland, - - ~ 
Virginia, - - - 
New Jersey,  - 2 : 
Delaware, - - - 


Natives of other States, — - 


Americans, - 7 

Natives of England, . 
Scotland, - Z 

Ireland, ke M 

Sweden, : r 


~- 


tS oO 


lewow ts 
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Nativesof Germany, - 
British Provinces, 
West Indies, - 
Cape de Verd Isles, 
Santa Croix, - 


At Sea, - 


Foreigners, - “ 
Unknown, - - 


‘Total number committed, 
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OVI 


‘soley 


— 
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First time. 
t3|Second time. 
c| Lhird time. 
3 Fourth time. 
of ifth time. 
cn{Sixth time. 

cof Seventh time. 


-|Highth time. 


(Ninth time. 


| Len or more times. 
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0 90 


*SO|PTAT 


<>) | month. 

==/2 months. 
*|3 months. 
tY/4 months. 
—=/5 months. 
*|6 months. 


—/7_ months. 

col6 months and sol. 
»9/9 months. | 
voll year. 

ol year and sol. 
—|2 years. 

~2 years and sol. 
—|3 years and sol. 
/24 years and sol. 
&|3 years and sol. 
vo/4 years and sol. 
9/16, months. 


on|Indefinite. 
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Their Ages. 
5 
aS) ° 
Se plush ties b+ hn 
LwoR R43 8 Sa ae 
qh 88 oe 
e“s a 9 6 Sanam 
Males, -:19<079" 79° 28. 10 (8 3am 
Females, 10, 44, 60..22 3 QO 708) Oi@heeqao 
Ages of Prisoners now remaining. 
ui O. 2 33 SS ae 
6.8 \2)' 2 & Sina 
> — i>) 
& & 6&5 * 83 OD & 
Males, 26 58 |\61. 25 9 2eenp aaa 
5. 0. 25ite 


Females, 10 31 45 14 
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Offences of Prisoners remaining December 1, 1837, 
and the States and Counties of which they are na- 
lives. | 

MALES. 


Larceny, - ! 4 4 991/59 
Stealing,  - + / “ ~4 ag 
Forgery, - ee, : : pe 
Adultery, - it i , He 
Common and notorious thief, - ‘ G 
Embezzlement and larceny, - . 1 
1 


Bigamy, - - : - - 
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Cheating by false pretences, - - - I] 

Accessary to a larceny, : - - 1 

Forcible attempt on a child, - - - Bi 
Felonious assault, —- - - 1 

Resisting a Constable, : . - 1 

Assault, riot and assault, - - - 3 
Assault and battery, - - - - 5 
Assaults, - - . . - 1 
Riot and assault and resisting Constables, - 1 
Common drunkards, - - - =e hephah 
Vagabonds, -— - - - = re 
-Common drunkards and vagabonds, 
Common drunkard and larceny, - - 
Vagabond and larceny, ~ - - 


A, 
1 
2 
Wanton and lascivious, : s - 1 
2 
3 


Lewd, wanton and lascivious, - - 
Insane, not furiously mad, — - - om 


Total number of Males, - «!) 190 


FEMALES. 


Larceny, ‘ ; : . ee 
Stealing, 

Passing counterfeit money, 

Bigamy, ‘ 
Larceny and escape ins eee of Correctftil 
Keeping brothel, 

Assault and battery, 

Common Drunkards, . 

Vagabonds, 

Night walkers, 

Wanton and lascivious, ; 
Common drunkards and vagabonds, . 


noe = > 


co 


—F 
owosewonrno = 
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Common drunkards and night walkers, 
Common drunkards and wanton and lascivious, 


Lewd, wanton and lascivious, 


Vagabond and wanton and lascivious, . 


Vagabond and night walker, 
Lunatic, 


‘Total number females, 


Males, 


Females, 
Total, 


Massachusetts, 
New Hampshire, 
Vermont, 

Maine, 


Rhode Island, 


Connecticut, 


~ Natives of New England, 
New York, 
New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, 
Maryland, 


Virginia, 
Natives of other States, 


| Americans, 
Natives of England, 
Scotland, 


140 


18 
158 


25 


Natives of Ireland, 
Sweden, 
British Provinces, 
West Indies, . 
Cape de Verd Isles, 
St. Croix, 


Foreigners, 
Unknown, 


Total number remaining, 
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GI 
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‘soley 


—— 


olFirst time. 


tS|\Second time. 


d 
—) 


© |H ourth time. 


Third time. 


»|Fifth time. 


o,|Sixth time. 


oo beventh time. 
ne Fighth time. 
(Ninth time. 


¢n/ Len or more times. 


va om 


Total. 


26 
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0: 0Bie0 0.0: G0. 0-9 00.0 & 0.0 0-24 ¢ 


Xu 


‘Sole 


QO ‘sojeway 


LE Sty 


LOL % 


‘S'1 month. 
co|= months. 
‘s|3 months. 
5 months. 
—=|5 months. 
==|6 months. 
_{7 months. 
¢9/8 months. 
¢9\ months. 
1 year. 


_,|1 year and sol. 


ld years. 


»o| 14 years and sol. 
_|2 years. 

c|? years and sol. 
»o|24 years and sol. 
_|3 years. 


=|3 years and sol. 


_|3 years 4 months. 


_,|4 years and sol. 
| years and sol. 
_|7 years and sol. 
_.'8 years and sol. 
_,|[ndefinite. 


>|From Lun. Hos. 


© 
<|Total. 
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Table of the causes for aE persons were committed 
to the Jail in the County of Suffolk, between the 27th 
of July and the 5th of December, 1837, viz: 


Foft examination, - - “ - - 401 
“ larceny, SO RT RRR tia Sra . ah hEshe 
‘“‘ cheating, = - - - - ~ - 5 
‘¢ drunkenness, - - : . i Sues eho 
‘¢ assault, - - - - - - ~ ot «ed 


*¢ peace warrants, = - - - - = 
“< obtaining goods by false pretences, - - 
** attempting to set fire to dwelling houses, - 
Lunatics, - | - - - “ - . 
For forgery, - - - - - - 
‘¢ conspiracy to cheat and defraud, — - - 
% riot, ~ - - - = A i u 
“‘ selling intoxicating liquor on Sunday, - 
“© safe keeping, - - - - - 
“ bastardy, = - - - - - - 
“ selling intoxicating liquor without license, 
*¢ indecently exposing his person, - oe 
“ escaping from the House of Correction, - 
“ for keeping a brothel, .. . - - - - 
~$ wanton and lascivious conduct, - - 
«¢ deserting vessel, - - - - - 
As witnesses - - - - - - 
For being accessary in concealing a larceny, - 
“ revolt - - - - - - - 
“¢ having in possession counterfeit bank bills 
with a fraudulent intent to pass them as 
genuine, - - - - - : y) 
Absconding apprentice, - - - “ 


poet, 


; As) 
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As breakers of the peace, —- - - St 


For breaking and entering shops with intent to 
steal, - - 5 = - - - : 2 
720 
KF. 


Table of the causes of commitment and the various em- 
ployments of the children confined in the House of 
Reformation for Juvenile Offenders in the City of 
Boston, on 2d December, 1837. 


CAUSES OF COMMITMENT. 


Boys. Girls. 
For larceny, - - - - 44 10 
‘¢ stubbornness, - - - - - 28 10 
“ vagrancy, - - - - tn ilBe om 
“¢ wanton and lascivious conduct, - . % 
‘“‘ obtaining property by false pretences, - 1 

As pilferer and common drunkard, - | 
91; 427 

EMPLOYMENT. 

In the manufacture of brass nails, - - - 16 
“© Shoe making, 2 : - - -~ 10 
‘“¢ knitting yarn socks, : - . aie 
* picking or burring wool,  - - - - $i 
** various domestic employments - - - sO? 
As Monitors, : : ? 2 ? § 9 
4¢ Clerk, - - - - - - — 
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The Girls are employed in sewing, knitting and 
the various domestic occupations. All the making, 
mending and washing of the House is done by them. 
The Superintendent remarks, that the manufacture of 
brass nails is probably more profitable and more con- 
ducive to industry and good order than any employ- 
ment yet introduced; though he should think that 
gardening or any employment which admits of great- 
er freedom and variety in muscular action, might be 
more conducive to health. The experience of the 
Directors of the Institution will doubtless correct 
any erroneous methods of employment and all de- 
fects of discipline. 


A true copy. 
Attest, . 


WM. KNAPP, 
Sec’y to Board of Inspectors, &c. 
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APPOINTED UNDER AN ORDER OF THE CITY COUNCIL, OF 


MARCH 16, 1837, 


TO DEVISE A PLAN FOR SUPPLYING 


CITY OF BOSTON 


WITH 


PURE WATER. 


BOSTON: 
JOHN H. EASTBURN, CITY PRINTER, 
No. 18 State Street. 


1837. 


City Council, Nov. 23, 1837. 


The Committee on the introduction of Pure Water 
into the City, who were instructed to request the Com- 
missioners on that subject to report as speedily as might 
be, have the pleasure now to present the report of those 
Commissioners to the City Council. 

Accompanying the report is a statement by one of the 
Commissioners of his objections to the plan recommend- 
ed by the majority. 

Respectfully submitted, 
SAML. A. ELIOT, Chairman. 


REPORT. 


The Commissioners appointed to examine the sources 
from which a supply of pure water can be obtained, and 
the best means of introducing and distributing the same 
to the inhabitants of the City, respectfully present to the 
City Council, through the Standing Committee on Wa- 
ter, a detailed Report of their proceedings specifying the 
plan which they deem it expedient for the City to 
adopt, with particular estimates of the cost of the same. 


Ir seemed important to us on the outset of our in- 
quiry, to determine the quantity of water required for a 
full supply for all purposes to which it can be usefully 
applied. 

We found considerable difficulty in forming a satisfac- 
tory opinion upon this subject. Ist, on account of the 
uncertainty of the data for computing the average quan- 
tity of water required by each family, the difference in 
the habits of the people of different cities, not admitting 
of any general rule for determining the proper measure 
of supply. 2d, on account of the rapid increase, though 
at unequal rates, in the population of Boston. 

We believe that it is a common opinion amongst 
householders who are now possessed of wells and cis- 
terns for rain water, that 80 gallons of water a day, for 
each family, are sufficient for all domestic uses. On 
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turning however ‘to the quantity supplied by waterworks 
in cities Where such works are established, it will be 
found that a larger quantity than this is used in the 
dwelling houses. ‘Thus the eight water companies of 
London, in 1833, supplied 36,790,000 imperial gallons 
to 196,492 tenants, or 187 gallons to each tenant daily. 

In Philadelphia, the average daily supply in 1836, 
was 3,122,664 beer gallons to 19,678 tenants, or 160 
gallons to each tenant. Of these, 13,632 tenants reside 
in the city, and the remaining 6,046, in the incorporated 
districts adjoining the city. ‘The above supply in both 
London and Philadelphia, includes all the water used 
for watering the streets, extinguishing fires, and all oth- 
er purposes, those taking the water for manufactories, 
breweries, baths, and stables, being included under the 
general name of tenants. Still however, as the greater 
proportion of the tenants are formed of families, it seems 
evident that much more than 80 gallons are used by each 
family. 

The population of London in 1831, was 1,521,436, 
probably in 1833, it was 1,550,000. ‘The supply of 
water then was 23} imperial gallons, equal to 273 wine 
gallons to an inhabitant. ‘The population of London de- 
pends almost exclusively upon the water companies for 
a supply, and this supply is generally considered as suffi- 
cient in amount. 

If therefore we take for the supply of Boston, a quan- 
tity proportionate to that of London, according to its in- 
habitants, it would seem that we shall not. fall below the 
requisite quantity. ‘This will give Boston, containing 
about 80,000 inhabitants, 2,220,000 wine gallons daily, 
on its present population, provided that the water were 
at once taken as generally as it is taken in London. 

- In Philadelphia, the supply in 1836 was, for the city 
alone, 13,632 tenants, 160 beer gallons, equal to 194 
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wine gallons each; 2,644,608 wine gallons. The pop- 
ulation of the city of Philadelphia was in 1830, 80,462. 
In 1836, it was probably 93,000. The supply therefore 
was 283 wine gallons to each inhabitant. ‘This exceeds 
in a very small degree, the average quantity furnished in _ 
London, and we have adopted it as the basis on which 
our calculations for the supply of Boston are founded. 

The population of this city, now 80,000, has doubled 
within the last twenty years, and has nearly twice doub- 
led within forty years. Within the last seven years, the 
increase has been even more rapid than at any preceding 
period of the same duration. ‘There is no particular 
reason to anticipate a material check of this increase for 
a long time to come. It will therefore be expedient to 
adopt a system of works for a supply of water to the 
city, which shall be adapted to the prospective demand, 
which will arise from an increase of population ;_ either 
by the establishment of works commensurate with such 
supply, or by adopting a plan of supply which shall ad- 
mit of future enlargement. We may fairly anticipate 
that in five years from the present time, the population 
requiring a supply of water will be 87,000. ‘This at 
28% gallons each, will require 2,500,000 gallons daily, 
and at the end of ten years, the population being taken 
at 105,000, will require 3,000,000 gallons daily. 

With these views of the increase of the city, we have 
thought it necessary to provide, in our designs for works, 
for an immediate supply of 1,600,000 gallons daily, to 
be extended in five years, to 2,500,000, and at the end 
of ten years, to 5,000,000 gallons daily. 

Before entering upon an examination of external 
sources, from which this supply of water may be obtain- 
ed, it might be expected that we should have instituted 
an inquiry into the practicability of obtaining it by any 
form of well, within the city. An opinion prevails, it 1s 
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believed somewhat extensively, that a full supply of wa- 
ter may be obtained from wells, commonly called Arte- 
sian Wells, formed by boring to a great depth. Within 
the last ten years, a large number of these wells have 
been formed in many places, some of them yielding wa- 
ter of greater purity than the common shallow wells, 
but in no instance in which an analysis has been made, 
to our knowledge, equalling the most impure of the pond 
or river waters, from which it has ever been proposed to 
supply the city. It does not appear important to us to 
enter upon the question of the possibility of obtaiing 
2,000,000 gallons of water daily, from any number of 
wells of this kind, because if it could be so obtained, 
even from as small a number as twenty of these wells, 
the difficulty and cost of raising and distributing it to 
the inhabitants, must be much greater than that which 
will be incurred, by bringing purer water from any of the 
neighboring ponds or rivers, and distributing it by the 
same means to the citizens. We do not intend by this 
to give any opinion unfavorable to Artesian Wells, as 
useful works for obtaining small supplies of water, to be 
used in the vicinity of the well, especially in districts not 
much elevated above the level of the sea, while such dis- 
tricts continue unsupplied .by an aqueduct or other 
waterworks. Beyond this, we think they offer nothing 
worthy the attention of the city government or the inhab- 
ants. 

Such being our deliberate conviction of the insufficien- 
cy of any means of obtaining a supply from any source 
within the city, we proceeded to an examination of the 
rivers and ponds in the vicinity. 

These are as follows : 
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Names of Ponds and Situated in Acres in| Feet above high Miles from State 
Rivers. Area. water. House. 

Spot, Stoneham, 283 143,01 8 
Reading, South Reading, 276 about 50 12 
Horn and Wedge, | Woburn, 123 10 
Mystic, Medford, 228 4 
Spy and Little, West Cambridge,| 140 6 
Fresh, Cambridge, 180 5 
Waltham, Waltham, 52 189,67 ll @ 
Sandy, Lincoln, 152 219,95 15 
Morse’s, Needham, 20 109 15 
Bullard’s, Do. 35 101,64 15 
Long, Natick, 600 123,52 18 
Farm, Framingham, 193 144,98 21 
Shakum, Do. 89 150,62 22 
Farm, Sherburne, 160 19 
Baptist, Newton, 33 138,99 9 
Punkapaug, Canton, 217 144,77 13 
Massapaug, Sharon, 22 
Great Pond, Weymouth, 20 


Charles River, 
Neponset do. 


Of the above, Spy Pond, Waltham Pond, Sandy 
Pond, More’s Pond, Bullard’s Pond, Farm Pond, in 
Framingham, Shakum Pond, Farm Pond, in Sherburne, 
and Baptist Pond, were at once perceived to be singly, 
insufficient for a supply, while Massapaug Pond is too 
distant, compared with other sources, to be rendered 
available. We likewise rejected Reading Pond on ac- 
count of its distance, combined with want of elevation, 
and Weymouth Great Pond, on account of its distance 
and the dark color of its water. Our subsequent exam- 
ination was therefore confined to Spot Pond, Long 
Pond, Punkapaug Pond, Mystic Pond, which receives 
the waters of Horn, Wedge and Winter Ponds, Fresh 
Pond, Neponset River and Charles River. Of these, the 
three first, are so elevated that their waters may be 
brought directly to Boston, through proper artificial 
channels, without any expenditure for the erection and 
maintanance of pumps and other machinery, while the 
four last can only be made to yield a supply to the high- 
est parts of the city, by the application of extraneous 
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power, capable .of elevating such supply, at least 100 
feet. On arranging the sources into these two classes, 
we were enabled, on comparing those of the second 
class, one with another, to reject Fresh Pond, as having 
no superiority over Mystic Pond, except in distance, 
which is much more than compensated by the supply 
from Mystic Pond greatly exceeding that of Fresh Pond, 
it being sufficient for any prospective increase of the city. 

Considering it highly important that the purity of any 
source recommended should be placed beyond a ques- 
tion, we procured analyses of all those not rejected, for 
reasons heretofore given, except Mystic Pond, from Mr. 
Hays, of the Chemical works in Roxbury. 

The following table exhibits the foreign matters con- 
tained in these waters according to this analysis. ‘The 
6th, 7th, and 8th columns show the result of the analy- 
sis of Dr. Charles T. Jackson, of several of the same 
waters, and likewise that of Mystic Pond. 


Analysis of Waters by Mr. A. A. Hayes, 1837, with those of Dr. Charles T’. Jackson, 1834. 


No. Sources. 


1. 


1 Punkapaug Pond, 


2 Neponset River, 


3 Spot Pond, 


4 Charles River, 


5 Long Pond, 


6 Farm Pond, 


7 Mystic Pond, 


8 Artesian Well in South 
Cove, B. & W. R. R. 
Depot, 


9 Artesian Well at City 
Hotel, South Cove, 


Quantity in Grains. 
2. 


100.000 


100.000 


100.000 


100.000 


100.000 


100.000 


100.000 


100.000 


100.000 


Color by Mr. Hayes. 


4, 
Slightly turbid, light 
yellow tint, faint ear- 
thy odor, which dis- 3 gr. 


to the air. 


Color nearly as No. 
Its odor less dis- 5.24 


4 
byes on exposure 
Fe tinctly earthy. 


odor. 

( Nearly colorless, = 
perceptible odor. 
more brisk and Sark 
ling than either of the j 
other specimens. 


Resembles No. 4 in 
Physical properties. n033 
Color darker than 

} well water. No odor 5.36 
or taste. 


| first drawn, from the 
suspension ‘of a gray- 
ish white micaceous $ 78.20 
matter. After stand- 
ing, it becomes clear 


( Quite turbid m te | 
Land tasteless, J 


Earthy matter, 
Mr. Hayes. 
When dry. When burnt. 


Color by Dr. Jackson. Earthy Matter, 

Dr. Jackson. 
When dry. When burnt. 
ae 6. 7. 8. 

Clear transparent and 
1.20 grs. ; colorless. Has a few 2.00 gr. 
animalculi. 


2.47 


nute flocculi, but is 

otherwise transparent \ 

and colorless. It con- f 

tains a few oval shap- 
Led animalculi. 


2.40 0.20 gr. 


1.01 


colorless. No ani- 4.00 


Clear, transparent & 
1.80 


malculi. See note* 


( Has a slight tint of 
brown, and contains 


wen 6.00 


a few flocculi 
animalculi. 


2,108 


Clear, transparent & 


4.46 colorless. No floccu- 3.00 


li or animalculi. 
Very slightly tinged 2.00 

with yellow, contains F 
a few animalculi. 


White & milky when 
first brought,from the 
suspension of marly 
clay, which subsided 
in 24 hours, leaving a 
clear water. 


114.28 


combination with the 


» or in 


trace of sulphate of lime, but I am 
ry large quantity of water should be operate 


ins a 
not decided whether the oxide of iron exists in the state of carbonate 


“The water conta 


d trial, 


It will require that a ve 


4*Dr. Jackson says in a secon 
tle this question.”’ 


organic matter. 


d upon to set- 


, was examined which was free from color, flocculi, 


and animalculi. * Specific gravity same as above, but yields somewhat less vegetable matter. 


t Another specimen taken from outlet of Lake 
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Although there is some want of agreement between 
the two analyses, owing probably to the different sea- 
sons in which the specimens were taken, they both show 
that all these waters, except those from the Artesian 
Wells, are very nearly pure. Chemical analysis, how- 
ever, is not yet sufficiently perfect to determine sev- 
eral important qualities of the foreign substances found 
in water. ‘Thus the color and taste which these sub- 
stances give to water, are in a great degree beyond 
the reach of analysis as now practised, and can on- 
ly be determined by the senses, and yet these proper- 
ties are more important in the character of water than 
the presence of a little oxygen or inert earthy matter. 
To form an opinion of the relative clearness and trans- 
parency of the different waters, we have compared them 
repeatedly with each other, and with numerous speci- 
mens obtained from distant places, in well arranged 
lights, and we have found them to stand in the follow- 
ing order, in their freedom from color, the most transpa- 
rent being placed at the head of the list. 

Spot Pond. 

Long Pond. 

Punkapaug Pond. 

Mystic Pond. 

Charles River. 

Neponset River. 

In taste they present no marked differences, being all 
nearly insipid. 

There is apparently no route by which the water of 
Punkapaug Pond, can be brought directly to Boston, by 
a structure which shall be less expensive than will be re- 
quired to bring the supply from Long Pond, while the 
water of the latter is more abundant in quantity and of 
better quality in color and taste. We therefore rejected 
Punkapaug Pond from further examination, considering 
Long Pond as a more favorable source. 
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Furthermore, on a comparison of the water of the Ne- 
ponset with the Charles, as the former river presented no 
peculiarity in distance, height or chemical purity, com- 
manding a preference to the latter, and as the water of 
the Charles appeared more clear and colorless than that 
of the Neponset,,we determined that it ought to be pre- 
ferred, and consequently abandoned all further examina- 
tion of the Neponset as a source of supply. 

It will be seen by the preceding statement that we 
have thus, by rejecting several of the sources first enu- 
merated from our inquiry, narrowed the necessary ex- 
amination to the following. 

Spot Pond, Long Pond, Mystic Pond, and Charles 
River, the two first being preferable to all others 
which we have placed in the class not requiring eleva- 
tion by artificial means, and the two last as preferable 
to all others if such means are to be resorted to. 

To decide the question of preference between these 
four sources, requires a more particular description of 
each. Spot Pond in Stoneham, 8 miles from Boston, 
contains 283 acres, as appears from a survey made by J. 
Sargent for Messrs. G. & 'T. Odiorne, who are the 
owners of the outlet of the pond. ‘This quantity, how- 
ever, includes a large tract of low meadow which is 
covered by water only when the pond is nearly full. 
The water of this pond is less colored than any water in 
the vicinity of Boston, except Jamaica Pond, and Bap- 
tist Pond, and it is of great chemical purity. ‘The wa- 
ter therefore is unexceptionable. ‘The surface of the 
water in this pond when level with the wasteway or 
wier, is 143.01 feet above tide water, while its distance 
is but 10 7-10 miles on the shortest route by which it 
would be advisable to lay a pipe. With the exception | 
of a short ridge near the pond all high land may be 
avoided between Boston and the pond, and an iron pipe 


12 


laid between these two points without the cost of deep 
cutting. By this means the water of Spot Pond may 
be brought to Boston and delivered at the summit of 
Beacon Hill by a permanent work with the utmost cer- 
tainty. These advantages over all other waters would 
have decided us in favor of this pond as a source of sup- 
ply, were the quantity of water which is collected in it 
yearly, sufficient, not only for the immediate wants of 
the citizens, but for such an increase as will certainly 
be demanded in a few years by the increase of the popu- 
Jation. 

Various estimates have been made of the quantity 
of water which may be drawn from this pond year- 
ly, but none of them appear to have been founded 
upon such well ascertained data as entitle them to con- 
fidence. Perceiving at the commencement of our ex- 
amination the importance of determining this question 
accurately and definitely, we constructed and placed 
upon the outlet of the pond an apparatus capable of 
measuring the discharge with all the exactness that can 
be desired. Observations have been made with this ap- 
paratus, three times a day from May 4th to Oct. 2d and 
once a day since that time. These, with observations 
made upon the height of the pond above the wier or 
wasteway, from the 31st of March to the 4th of May, 
from which we have by our subsequent observations esti- 
mated the discharge during that time, have enabled us 
to form an accurate account of the discharge from the 
lst of March to the 3d of November. aeai this 
time, 217 days, the discharge has been 47 ~ cubic feet 


per second, and the pond has subsided in min same time 
56 inches, or its surface on the 3d of November, was 56 
inches below the point at which it stood on the 31st of 
March. We lament exceedingly that the necessity of 
completing this report prevents us from obtaining, for our 
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guide, in forming an opinion of the discharge of this 
pond, the observations of a full year. In the absence of 
this guide however we have endeavored to form an esti- 
mate, from the facts already before us, of the amount 
at which the yearly discharge may be fairly taken. 
A full account of our observations and mode of esti- 
mating the supply of Spot Pond is herewith transmitted 
in a separate form (marked A). By this it will be 
seen that we are of opinion that Spot Pond may be reli- 
ed upon to furnish an average of 2,100,000 gallons a 
day,—that the discharge may be taken as never falling 
below 1,600,000 gallons,—and may never be expected 
to exceed 2,600,000 gallons a day. 

With these results we cannot therefore recommend to 
the City Council to erect works for the supply of the 
city depending entirely, for the future as well as the 
present, upon Spot Pond as a source, We shall hereaf- 
ter show however, that by combining with the pipe from 
this Pond, steam engines and pumps, taking a supply from 
Mystic Pond, an abundance of water not only for the 
present but for an extended period in the future may be 
obtained. 

Passing from this for the present, we proceed to an 
account of our examination of Long Pond. 

Long Pond is three or four miles in length, and is 
about a mile easterly from Sudbury or Concord River, 
into which its waters are discharged just below the mills 
at Saxonville. The distance of this Pond from Boston, 
by the line which we have had surveyed for an aque- 
duct, is 20 miles 1043 feet. It is 123.52 feet above 
the level of the sea at full tide. ‘The water of this pond 
is nearly as colorless as that of Spot Pond, and although 
the chemical analysis show it to be more impure than 
Spot Pond, we think its impurity, is not so great as to 
render it in any considerable degree objectionable. 
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If this pond be taken as a source of supply, it will be 
necessary to increase the height of the dam at its outlet, 
for the purpose of reserving the greater part of the water 
which would otherwise be discharged during the winter 
and spring, and by this means securing a supply, to be » 
drawn during the summer and autumn. We have not 
kept an account of the flow from this Pond with the care 
and accuracy that the account of Spot Pond has been 
kept, because we have never entertained the same doubt 
of its sufficiency for a supply. An apparatus was placed 
upon the outlet however, on the 24th day of July last 
and observations have since been made daily. Before 
that time, to the 17th of April, such measures and 
guages were taken as have enabled us to estimate the 
discharge from the last named period to the Ist of the 
present November. A {full account of these observations 
and of the calculations founded upon them is herewith 
transmitted, (marked B). From these we conclude, 
that by raising the dam at the outlet of Long Pond and 
reserving the water collected in it during the winter 
and spring, a discharge may be obtained from it of 134 
cubic feet per second or 8,743,680 gallons a day through 
the year. 

Mystic Pond, situated in Medford, is 7 miles from 
Boston by way of Medford turnpike and 9 miles from 
the same place, by a line over the Mill-dam and through 
Cambridge, by which a pipe may be laid for conveying 
its water to a reservoir on Beacon Hill. This pond 
contains 228 acres, and its surface is nearly on a level 
with the sea at high water in ordinary tides. The water 
of this pond is somewhat less transparent and more 
colored than those of Spot or Long Ponds, while the 
chemical analysis shows it to contain but a very minute 
portion of foreign matter, being more pure than Long 
Pond, and less pure than Spot Pond. It may be taken 
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therefore as of sufficiently good quality for all the pur- 
poses of life. As the Mystic receives all the water col- 
lected in an extensive basin, comprising within its limits 
Horn Pond and several smaller Ponds with various 
brooks and water courses, the quantity of water which 
flows from it, is not in any degree indicated by the size 
of the Pond. We have examined the outlet at various 
times during the summer and have found the flow from 
it constant and abundant when not interrupted by the 
rise of Mystic River, which at spring tides flows back 
into the Pond. ‘This would require to be cut off by a 
dam thrown across the outlet of the Pond. Were means 
adopted for saving the water which flows into the Mys- 
tic, we have reason to believe that a sufficient supply 
for the present century may be obtained from it. ‘The 
only practicable means by which water from this Pond 
can be brought to Boston, is by forcing it through an 
iron pipe by pumps driven by the steam engine: 

The last source to which we proposed calling your 
attention is Charles River, taken above the lower dam 
in Watertown. We have found the water of this river 
more colored than that of Spot Pond, Long Pond, or 
Mystic Pond. ‘The chemical analysis however shows it 
to be a very pure water. Notwithstanding this we con- 
sider the presence of coloring matter as a serious, though 
not an insuperable objection. ‘The opinion has heen of- 
ten expressed that the Charles is rendered very impure 
by filth from the various mills upon its course. The 
amount of this is exceedingly minute when diffused 
through the river, and the same objection may be made, 
though in a less degree, to all Ponds the borders of which 
are inhabited, or which are frequented by cattle. We 
are of opinion therefore, that this ought not to be taken 
as seriously affecting the quality of the water of Charles 
River. For the quantity of water furnished by this river 
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it may be considered as abundant for the supply of the 
city, for more than the present century, as it seems to 
be well ascertained that the flow by the Waltham Mills, 
is equal to 40 cubic feet a second constantly, in the dry- 
est seasons. ‘To obtain a supply from this source, the 
water, like that of Mystic Pond, must be elevated by 
pumping. As the flow of this river however, is at all 
times beyond the quantity required for the present wants 
of the city, and during a considerable part of the year 
greatly beyond that quantity, the question arises wheth- 
er this surplus water may not be used at the falls in 
Watertown, as a power to elevate the supply required 
by the inhabitants of the city. An estimate of the cost 
for furnishing a supply in this way, using steam only so 
far as shall be required in the driest season and likewise 
an estimate of the cost of obtaining a supply by means of 
steam power alone, will be found with the papers here- 
with transmitted (marked C). 

By this it will be seen that there is no essential dif- 
ference in the cost of the two methods, and considering 
the greater extension of the works by the former mode, 
and the consequent perplexity to the city government 
in their supervision, we are of opinion that a preference 
ought to be given to works depending upon steam pow- 
er alone. Still however, should the City Council de- 
termine to obtain a supply from Charles River, this 
would be a proper subject for a more exact scrutiny. 

With this general outline of the sources from which 
a supply of water may be obtained we proceed to lay 
before you four distict plans, with estimates in sufficient 
detail, of each plan, to enable you to decide which it 
will be expedient to adopt. 

Ist, a plan for pumping a supply by Steam power 
from Charles River to a reservoir to be formed on Co- 
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rey’s Hill in Brookline 117 feet above tide water, from 
which it may be brought in an iron pipe to Boston. 

2d, a plan for pumping a supply from Mystic Pond by 
Steam power toa reservoir to be formed on Walnut tree 
Hill, near the Royall farm in Medford, at an elevation 
of 126 feet above tide water, from which it gril be 
brought through Cambridge to Boston. 

3d, a plan for bringing the water of Spot Pond to the 
reservoir before named on Walnut tree Hill, and com- 
bining with this, a plan for pumping, by steam power, 
to the same revervoir, from Mystic Pond, such quantity 
as shall be required to render the supply sufficient by 
these means whenever Spot Pond shall fail to yield a 
sufficiency ; the whole to be brought in an iron pipe 
through Cambridge to Boston. 

Ath, a plan for bringing a full supply from Long Pond 
by a close covered conduit, formed of stone or brick, 
and terminating at the before named reservoir to be 
formed on Corey’s Hill, from thence to be brought to 
the city by an iron pipe. 

We wish to observe with regard to these several plans 
and estimates, that the time devoted to making the ex- 
aminations of the route to Long Pond, together with the 
estimates for this, and for the distribution of the water. 
in Boston, has prevented our giving that attention to the 
estimates on the three first plans which we could have 
desired, before presenting them to the city government. 
We believe, however that they are all sufficiently near 
the truth, to guide the city government in their choice. 

We proceed to describe these several plans in such de- 
tail as is necessary, to have them well understood, and to 
give general abstracts of the estimates of the cost of the 
works required to carry either of the plans into operation. 

Ist. ‘To obtain a supply of water from Charles River 
by pumping with steam power, it will be necessary to 
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purchase the dam and water-rights of the lower falls in 
Watertown, near which place the steam engines and 
pumps should be erected. From this point the water 
should be taken from the river into the pumps and forced 
through an iron pipe of 21 inches diameter, to a reser- 
voir, to be formed on the side of Corey’s Hill in Brook- 
line near the Brighton line, at an elevation of 117 feet 
above tide water, the distance from the falls to the re- 
servolr being 16.910 feet or 34 miles. ‘The reservoir 
has been calculated to contain 5,000,000 gallons, being 
sufficient to supply the city for two days. By the use 
of this reservoir, the city will be secured in a supply 
during any unforeseen interruption of the works for two 
days. ‘The water will likewise be kept running into the 
city during any short stoppage of an engine, required for 
oiling or adjusting any part. By this means a pipe of 
less diameter, and consequently of less cost, will be 
required than would be necessary were no reservoir 
used. From the reservoir on Corey’s Hill, our esti- 
mates provide for an iron pipe of 214 inches in diame- 
ter extending across the Mill-dam to a reservoir pro- 
posed to be formed upon the Bowdoin estate on Bea- 
con Hill, the distance being 20,485 feet or 3.88 miles. 
‘The calculated discharge from this pipe* at the reservoir 
on Beacon Hill will be about 4 cubic feet a second, or 
at the rate of 2,592,000 gallons a day, and whenever the 
discharge shall be taken upon the reservoir on Fort Hill, 
as hereafter described, it will be at the rate of about 8 
cubic feet in a second, or 5,184,000 gallons a day, and 
should the whole water be drawn from the main at the 


* In all our calculations concerning the discharges of pipes, we have used the 
H 
simple formula of Prony, V =48.5254 «/ D L; > being the velocity of the dis- 
charge a second in feet, D, the diameter of the pipe in feet, L, the length of pipe 
in feet, and H, the height of the source at which the water is taken, above the 
point of discharge. 
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pavement in the market, the discharge, will be about 9 
feet a second, or 5,832,000 gallons a day. 

The cost of these several works including the pur- 
chase of water-rights, and all damages for land, but not 
including the reservoir on Beacon Hill, are given in a 
detailed estimate, herewith transmitted, (marked D). 

By this it will appear that the 

Cost of Reservoir on Corey’s Hill together with land 
for the same, and land over which the pipe shall pass 


will be - ~ - - - - - $22,954 
Damage to water-rights at Charles River,- 15,000 
Pipe from Watertown to Corey’s Hill Re- 

_ servoir, er i . “ - 145,806 


Two steam engines and pumps complete, 

each engine capable of delivering 2,500,000 

gallons of water in 20 hours to the rever- 

voir on Corey’s Hill— $35,000 each, - 70,000 
Engine and pump houses for both engines - 20,000 
Main pipe from Reservoir on Corey’s Hill to 

Reservoir on Beacon Hill 214 inches di- 


ameter, - - - - - - 7, 189,279 
Sundry works not here enumerated, - - 2,000 
Whole cost of the works, - - - $465,039 


Besides the above there will be required a constant 
expenditure for keeping the engines in operation. We 
have had no small difficulty in satisfying ourselves 
as to the expense of pumping by steam power. A great 
portion of the cost of pumping water by this means is in 
the consumption of fuel, commonly coal. We therefore 
thought it highly important to ascertain, with as much 
accuracy as possible, the quantity of coal required to be 
used, in raising a given quantity of water through a 
given height. As there is not, to our knowledge, a sin- 
gle engine applied to pumping in this country, in which 
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the fuel used produces effects equal to those produced 
in England, we resorted to the accounts of the perform- 
ance of the English engines to guide us in this inquiry. 
In computing the effect produced by any quantity of 
coal in pumping water, it is usual to reduce the meas- 
ures, so as to express the quantity of water, in pounds 
raised through one foot, by the consumption of one 
bushel of coal, and this is called the duty of the engine. 

Since the year 1811 an accurate account has been 
kept of the performance of the engines used at the mines 
in Cornwall, and these accounts, specifying the perform- 
ance of each engine, have been published monthly under 
the name of Reports since 1815. From these it appears 
that, by a gradual improvement in the construction and 
management of the engines, the duty was increased, 
taking the average of the Cornish engines, between the 
years 1811 and 1835, from 13,500,000 to 50,561,042 
pounds. ‘These reports show a very great difference 
between the performance of different engines. Thus 
the report for April 1835, giving, as above stated, 
50,561,042 Ibs. as the average duty of 53 engines, 
shows one performance as high as 91,959,596, and 
several above 70,000,000, while one is as low as 22,- 
985,113. There have been instances of performances 

exceeding 100,000,000 pounds raised 1 foot by 1 bushel 
of coal. The excess in the performance of these engines 
over those used for pumping water in London, which 
are of a different construction, and which do not raise 
upon an average 30,000,000 pounds 1 foot high with 1 
bushel of coals, has led many engineers to doubt the accu- 
racy of the reports. No error however has ever, to our 
knowledge, been detected, although constantly subject 
to a severe scrutiny, and it seems to us, considering the 
mode in which the measures are taken, the way in which 
the registers are made, and moreover, that the amount 
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paid for the coals used, is ascertained from the data of 
the reports, that they are worthy of entire confidence. 

In our estimate of the cost of coals for pumping there- 
fore, we have taken these reports as our guide. We have 
taken a duty somewhat above that of the present mean 
of the Cornish engines, because many of the old engines 
are not of the best construction. At the same time, we 
have not supposed we shall be able to equal their high- 
est performances. But as we found in the reports a 
small engine, 30 inch cylinder, and said to be “not of 
modern construction,” which during the three months of 
March, April, and May, 1835, raised 64,148,640 lbs. 1 
foot high, by every bushel of coal consumed, we have 
thought that we might safely rely on raising 60,000,000 
1 foot, by the same quantity of fuel. 

A particular estimate of the cost of pumping, ‘Somniad 
upon the above measure, will be found in the annexed | 
papers, (marked E). 

By this it appears that the annual cost for pumping 
will be $11,808. This, taking the interest of money at 
5 per cent. is equal to a present outlay of $236,160. 

We may therefore take the cost of constructing the 
works necessary for delivering a full supply of water . 
from Charles River, to a reservoir on Beacon Hill, togeth- 
er with the annual cost of maintaining those works and 
keeping them in constant operation, as equal to a pres- 
ent outlay of $701,199; add for contingencies 10 per 
cent. 70,119, makes $771,318. 

To obtain a supply by the second plan proposed, name- 
ly, by pumping from Mystic Pond, it will be required to: 
obtain a right to erect a dam near Wear bridge, to pre- 
vent the flowing of the tide water at Spring tides into 
the pond. Near this place the steam engines and pumps 
should be erected, which shall draw the requisite quan- 
tity of water from the pond and force it through an iron 
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pipe to a reservoir, to be formed on the top of Walnut 
tree Hill, at an elevation of 126 feet above tide water, 
and at a distance of 8,250 feet or 1.562 miles from 
Mystic Pond. This reservoir has been calculated to 
contain 5,000,000 gallons, or sufficient for two days’ 
supply of the city. From this point, it is proposed to 
lay an iron pipe of 22 inches diameter, passing through 
Cambridge, west of the colleges, to Charles River, which 
may be crossed upon a permanent stone bridge, construct- 
ed on the west side of the bridge, leading from Cambridge 
to Brighton. From this point, it is proposed to pass in the 
shortest course across the Mill dam to the reservoir on 
Beacon Hill, specified in the Ist plan, the whole dis- 
tance being 39,707 feet, or 7.52 miles, the discharge 
being very nearly equal to that calculated for the last 
plan at the several points therein given. 

The works here enumerated will cost, as appears from 
a detailed estimate herewith presented (marked F.) as 
follows : 
Dam and Works at the outlet of Mystic Pond, $4,000 
Land for reservoir on Walnut tree Hill, and 

damages to land over which the pipe shall 

pass to Boston, - - - - - 5,500 
Reservoir on Walnut tree Hill, = - - 13,000 
Pipe, laid, from the pond to Walnut tree Hill,- 60,472. 
Two steam engines.and pumps, each capable of 

delivering 2,500,000 gallons of water in 20 

hours to the reservoir on Walnut tree Hill, 70,000 
Buildings for engines and pumps, - - 20,000 
Pipe from Walnut tree Hill reservoir to Bea- 


con Hillreservoir,  - - loo) - 358,157 
Bridge across Charles River, - - - 14,000 
Sundry works not enumerated, - - - 9,493 


————— 


$554,622 
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The constant expenditure, and wear and tear in keep- 
ing the works in operation, may be taken as in the first 
plan at $11,808. ‘This, as stated in that plan, is equiv- 
alent to a present cost of $236,160, which added to the 
above sum of $554,622, makes the whole cost of works, 
together with the yearly cost of keeping them in ope- 
ration, $790,782; to this add for contingencies 10 per 
cent. and the amount becomes $869,860. 

In the third plan it is proposed to bring the water of 
Spot Pond to a reservoir, to be formed on Walnut tree 
Hill, and in addition thereto, to pump by steam power 
from Mystic Pond, such quantity as shall be required to 
render the supply from both these sources sufficient for 
the wants of the city. 

Spot Pond will yield, according to our opinion here- 
tofore given, an average supply of 2,100,000 gallons 
daily, never falling below 1,600,000 gallons a day, in 
the driest season. This supply of 1,600,000 gallons, 
will be ample for four years, as it would be impractica- 
ble to lay the pipes for the distribution of a larger quan- 
tity, before the termination of that period. Let us then 
suppose that at the end of four years the quantity 
demanded shall be 2,500,000 gallons, enough to sup- 
ply a population of 87,000 inhabitants, and that after 
that period, it shall go on increasing for the succeed- 
ing six years, until it becomes 3,000,000 gallons, sup- 
plying 105,000 inhabitants. The average supply for 
those six years, will then be 2,750,000 gallons, while 
the average supply from Spot Pond will be 2,100,000 
gallons. It will require then that 650,000 a day be 
pumped from Mystic Pond. As the supply from Spot 
Pond however, may become short, by a sudden drought, 
it will be necessary, to provide for such contingency, to 
erect such works at Mystic Pond, as shall be sufficient 
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for the full supply of the city during any portion of time 
that Spot Pond may fail, and our estimates fully provide 
for the cost of works to that extent. In the yearly cost 
for the maintenance and operation of these works how- 
ever, it is only necessary to provide for keeping them in 
constant readiness to operate, with such expenditures 
for coal and for attendance, and wear and tear as Is re- 
quired to pump, upon an average, 650,000 gallons daily, 
during the six years, to the reservoir, on Walnut tree Hill. 
To carry this plan into full operation, we propose to lay 
aniron pipe, of 22 inches diameter, from Spot Pond, at 
its southern end, east of the Andover turnpike, to Mystic 
River, above the upper ship yard; thence crossing that riv- 
er, upon a permanent stone bridge, it is designed to pass 
to a reservoir to be formed upon Walnut tree Hill, iden- 
tical with that described im the second plan, the distance 
from Spot Pond being 3.18 miles. From this reservoir, 
it is proposed that a pipe of 22 inches diameter shall be 
carried upon the line described in the second plan, across 
Charles River, by a stone bridge as described in that plan, 
and over the Mill dam to Beacon Hill. The discharge 
from this pipe will be equal to that produced in the first 
and second plans. In our estimate of the cost of carrying 
this plan into operation, we feel. very uncertain as to the 
accuracy of the sum assigned for the cost of land and 
water-rights. We applied in the early part of the sea- 
son, to George Odiorne, Esq., joint owner, with Thom- 
as Odiorne, Esq. of the outlet of the pond, and of the 
right of drawing water from the same, to be informed at 
what price he would sell his rights to the city. In an- 
swer to our inquiry, Mr. Odiorne says, 

_ “To your first and second questions, I reply that my 
brother ‘Thomas Odiorne, of Malden and myself are sole 
owners of said pond, and of the bed of the creek leading 
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from thence to the Mills in Malden, and they have an 
indisputable right to close the outlet, to draw off, or di- 
vert the stream of said pond. 

“Your third inquiry being prospective in its tenor, J 
cannot so promptly answer. ‘To illustrate my meaning, 
permit me to reply a little in detail. During the pen- 
dency of some years, of the question of a sale of said 
pond to the city, I have been retarded in the prosecution 
of my business at Malden, have refrained from extend- 
ing or improving the works, as far as the power of water 
would justify. 

‘The establishment consists of the following, viz: 

A mansion house, barn, and out-buildings, connected, 
a rolling and slitting mill and machine shop, two new 
mills, erected the last year, a small factory, for block tin 
ware, twelve dwellings for laborers, a smith’s shop, a 
coal house, and other small buildings. 

“These all derive their chief value from the continu- 
ance of these works, and would turn to but small ac- 
count, if the business there should cease—which would 
be the case, if the waters of Spot Pond should be cut 
off. It would also put an end to my business in the 
city, in which I have been engaged thirty years, with 
the expectation of leaving to my son. [n estimating the 
value therefore of Spot Pond, these considerations should 
not be lost sight of. 

“The value of the pond should also bear some propor- 
tion to the daily average quantity of water it yields. 

‘That my price however, may form no obstruction in 
the way of a supply of pure water for the city, I offer to 
them, through you, one moiety of said pond for sixty 
five thousand dollars, until the first day of September 
next, and not exceeding the sum of seventy thousand 
until the first day of January, 1838.” 


We are of opinion that the price above named is much 
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more than the value of the water of Spot Pond, for any 
manufacturing purposes, including all damages to works 
already erected. We have therefore added to our esti- 
mate of cost of land for reservoir, and damage to land 
over which our pipe shall pass, such sum as we think 
equivalent to the value of Spot Pond. Without assum- 
ing that this item of the estimate is accurate, we believe 
that it is sufficiently near the truth, to guide the city 
council in their choice of the plans proposed. ‘The de- 
tailed estimate of the plan here specified, is given in the 
annexed papers, (marked G.) 
From this it appears that the 
Cost of iron pipe from Spot Pond to reser- 


voir on Walnut tree Hill, will be - $152,436 
Dam and apparatus at pond, - - 1,200 
Stone Bridge at Medford River, - ~~ - 5,000 
Reservoir on Walnut tree Hill, - - 13,000 


Engine and pumps at Mystic Pond, capable 
of pumping 2,500,000 gallons in 20 hours 


to reservoir on Walnut tree Hill, - 35,000 
Building for Engine, — - . - - 10,000 
Pipe from Mystic Pond. to reservoir on 

Walnut tree Hill, - - - - 35,640 
Pipe from Walnut tree Hill reservoir to 

Beacon Hill reservoir, - - - 358,157 
Bridge across Charles River, - - - 14,000 


Land for reservoir on Walnut tree Hill, to- 
gether with damages to land over which 
the pipe shall pass, and our assumed val- 


ue of Spot Pond, - - - - 80,000 
Several works not enumerated, - - 10,500 
$714,933 


The constant expenditure for coals, attendance, and 
wear and tear in pumping 650,000 gallons a day, for six 
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years, equal to 390,000 gallons a day for ten years, 
whole cost, $2,890 a year, equal to a capital of $57,800 
at 5 per cent. which added to the above sum of $714,- 
933, makes the cost of works, with the expense of 
keeping them in operation equal to a capital of $'772,33, 
—add 10 per cent. for contingencies, and it becomes 
$850,006. 

In devising a mode for bringing the water of Long 
Pond to Boston which forms the fourth plan herein pro- 
posed, we perceived at once that its distance, 18 miles, 
combined with its limited elevation, would place the cost 
of an iron pipe at too great a sum, to render it expedient 
to resort to a work of that kind. As that may be con- 
sidered as the only practicable means of carrying water 
along an undulating surface, our attention was next di- 
rected to finding the straightest line, upon which a work 
could be built, having a gradual and equal descent from 
the Pond to some point in the immediate neighborhood 
of Boston. After several examinations, a line was found 
through the towns of Natick, Needham, and Newton, 
where it crosses the Charles River near the Lower Falls. 
From this point it passes through Brighton terminating 
at Corey’s Hill in Brookline. This line is generally 
through land easily excavated, requirmg no cutting over 
36 feet, and except in crossing the Charles River, and a 
valley near the Agricultural Hall in Brighton, which 
may be passed by pipes, no high embankments. 

It is hardly necessary to state that water may be brought 
along a course of gentle and equal descent, as here de- 
scribed, without resorting to the expense of an iron con- 
duit. It may be brought in this way by an open canal, 
or by a covered tunnel, formed either of brick or stone. 
The open canal is highly objectionable ; Ist, on account 
of its exposure to being used for bathing, and to its be- 
coming a receptacle for foul water and many offensive 
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substances, from persons residing upon its banks, and 
those passing over the numerous bridges, required at the 
roads which must cross it. 2d, the large quantity of 
water that would be lost by percolation through its 
banks, would diminish essentially the efficiency of the 
source of supply. ‘These objections appeared to us suf- 
ficient to warrant us in withholding our recommendation 
from this, as a proper structure for supplying the city 
with pure water. By the close conduit, of brick or 
stone, the Ist of these objections is entirely removed, 
and the 2d may be so far reduced that we should enter- 
tain no serious apprehension that Long Pond will not 
furnish a supply, over all waste by leaks, sufficient for 
the citizens after many years increase. 

With these opinions we proceeded to make estimates 
Ist, for a close conduit of stone, consisting of a floor 9 
feet wide and 1 foot thick; upon this two walls are 
placed 24 feet high and 14 feet thick, leaving a clear 
space of 4 feet wide between them. ‘This space form- 
ing the water-course is to be covered by a semicircular 
arch 14 feet thick, the whole being of rough stone with- 
out cement, designed to be surrounded with a puddle of 
clay and gravel to prevent leakage. 

2d, for a stucture of brick laid in hydraulic cement. 
This structure is designed to be in the form of a cylin- 
der, 8 inches thick, having a clear passage for the water, 
of 4.6 feet in diameter. Both of these forms present 
equal areas, and are calculated to convey upon a slope of 
3 inches to the mile, 11 cubic feet of water a second. 

_ It will be perceived from the estimates, that from the 
greater quantity of excavation required to give room for 
the stone work, (owing to its shape and greater thick- 
ness,) than is required for that of brick, the cost of the 
entire structure on the former plan, will exceed that of the 


latter by $59,192 91. Either of the above works may be 
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considered as imperishable in their materials. We can- 
not however, speak of them in their other properties 
with the entire confidence with which we can speak of 
an iron pipe, because we are not aware that any work pre- 
cisely similar to either of them, has ever been constructed, 
and proved experimentally to answer the end designed ; 
while iron pipes have been used through a considerable 
period of time, and under many varieties of circumstan- 
ces, and when rightly made, always with success.* 

In consideration of the inferior cost of the excavations 
for the brick structure, and the greater certainty of the 
water not escaping from it by leakage however, we have 
taken that as best to be adopted. 

In our estimate of the cost of supply from this source, 
as in that for Spot Pond, we have great doubt as to the 
accuracy of the sum assumed for the value of water 
rights and damages. The mill power formed at the out- 
let of the Pond, is owned by the Framingham Manufac- 
turing Company, no mill being now erected upon it. A 
second power below this, is used for a carpet mill. ‘The 
use of the water after falling into Concord River, is 
claimed by the Middlesex Canal, and by several estab- 
lishments at Billerica and Lowell. Probably an equiva- 
lent for the use of this water, to the canal and to the 
lower mill owners, may be found, by forming reservoirs 
from several small Ponds in the vicinity of Concord 
River, where the water may be reserved in winter and 
used as required in the dry season. Not being able, 
however in this mass of conflicting interests, to obtain a 
knowledge of the extent of rights, and the damage 
which a diversion of the water of Long Pond from its 
usual channel would occasion, we have added to our 
estimate for land damages, such sum as we think ought 
to quiet all the claimants of the waters of Long Pond.t 


* See annexed paper (marked H), t See annexed paper (marked I). 


30 


By the estimates hereunto annexed (marked J.) it 
will be seen that the cost of the structure herein propos- 


ed, will be, 
For excavation and embankment between 

Long Pond and Corey’s Hill, - - $183,319 
Brick acqueduct, 15 miles 1,600 feet, laid 

in hydraulic cement, - - - - 453,58 1 
Pipe 30 inches diameter, across Brighton 

valley and Charles River, - — - - 33,499 
Guard gates, bridges, and culverts, - ~ 18,458 
Water rights, land and land damages, - 110,000 
Reservoir on Corey’s Hill, —- - - 21,004 


Iron Pipe 214 inches diameter, from Reser- | 
voir on Corey’s Hill, to Reservoir on Bea- 


con Hill, - - - - - - 189,279 
Sundry works not here enumerated, - 7,481 
1,016,631 

Add for contingencies 10 per cent., - - 101,663 
$1,118,294 


In comparing together these several plans, we are to 
consider Ist, the cost of supply—2d, its sufficiency—3d, 
the certainty with which it may be relied upon at all 
times—4th, the purity of the water. 

We have seen that the cost to deliver the supply upon 
Beacon Hill, without distributing it to the inhabitants, 
will be, 


Ist plan—Charles River,  - : - $771,318 
2d plan—Mystic Pond, - - - 869,860 
3d plan—Spot and Mystic Ponds, - 850,006 
Ath plan—Long Pond, - - - 1,118,294 


As the 2d plan is certainly not superior to the 3d, un- 
der whatever aspect it may be compared, and as its exe- 
cution will require an expenditure greater than that re- 
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quired for the third, we are of opinion that it ought not 
to be adopted. By adopting the Ist plan in preference 
to the 3d, a saving in cost of about $80,000 would be 
effected. As the constancy of the supply however, in 
this plan, depends upon the operation of machinery, 
which always implies some shade of uncertainty, though 
in this case, as our estimate provides for two complete 
engines, pumps, and buildings, either of which will ele- 
vate the supply by operating 20 hours per day only, the 
chance of failure must be very small; yet taking into 
consideration the possibility of such a contingency, and 
likewise the better quality of the waters of Spot and 
Mystic Ponds, we are of opinion that the Ist plan, 
founded upon Charles River as a source, ought not to be 
adopted. 

In comparing the two remaining sources with each 
other, it will be seen that the supply from Long Pond 
will cost $268,288 more than that from Spot and Mys- 
tic Ponds, the quantity of water brought into the city by 
the works provided in either plan, for the first ten years, 
being nearly the same. ‘The works as proposed from 
Long Pond to Corey’s Hill however, will have an im- 
portant advantage over the works from Spot and Mystic 
Ponds, in providing for the discharge of a large surplus 
of water, at the reservoir on Corey’s Hill, which may be 
rendered available at a future day, to meet the wants of 
the city, by laying a new main from that reservoir to 
Beacon Hill. Let us attempt to ascertain the value of 
that surplus water, and the sum that it will have cost to 
obtain it in the city, when any part of it shall be requir- 
ed, which, as has been heretofore shown, may be taken 
at the end of ten years. First then, we have the pres- 
ent excess in the cost of the works from Long Pond, 
over those from Spot and Mystic Ponds $268,288. 
This in ten years, with interest, added each year at 5 
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per cent. will amount to $436,880. Secondly, the cost 
of anew main, which it would be expedient to make 
equal to that now proposed for the same route. ‘The 
cost of this will be $189,279, making a total cost of 
$626,159. 

We have seen that the supply provided from Spot and 
Mystic Ponds will be ample, and indeed equal to that 
brought from Long Pond and distributed to the city for 
ten years. Let us next ascertain whether at the end 
of that period the works at Mystic Pond can be increased, 
to meet the increase of demand for water which will 
then exist without exceeding the above sum of $626,159, 
which will have been expended to obtain such increas- 
- ed supply from Long Pond, should that plan be adopted. 
We have assumed that the population at the end of ten 
years, requiring a supply of water, will be 105,000, and 
that it will increase in ten more years, to become 150,000. 
There will be required then on the average for that ten 
years, 3,619,000 gallons of water a day, or about 1,119,- 
000 a day more than the average quantity provided for 
during the first ten years. To furnish this quantity, 
there will be required a new steam engine and pumps, 
at Mystic Pond, which, with buildings, will cost $45,000, 
and a pipe from the Walnut tree Hill reservoir to the 
reservoir on Beacon Hill, which will cost $358,157. 
To this must be added the cost for coals, attendance, 
and other constant expenses for pumping 1,119,000 gal- 
lons daily; which will amount to $5,285 a year, equal 
to a present outlay of $105,700. Thus we see that the 
whole expense of increasing the supply from Mystic 
Pond, to meet the wants of the citizens for twenty years, 
will be $508,857. Making a difference in favor of the 
latter plan of $117,302. If we were to continue a cal- 
culation of this kind, for a further period of ten years, 
we should find that this excess in the cost of works of 
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Long Pond, with accumulated interest, would be fully 
equal to the sum required to increase the supply from 
Mystic Pond. We see then, that giving its full prospec- 
tive value to the surplus water from Long Pond, no ad- 
vantage can be obtained from it, in point of expenditure, 
over the plan of supply from Spot and Mystic Ponds. 

On the second point proposed for consideration in our 
comparison, namely, the sufficiency of the supply, the 
two plans may be considered equal, as the quantity pro- 
posed to be brought, is calculated to be sufficient for a 
full supply of the wants of the citizens, which ever of the 
plans may be adopted. 

The third point of comparison, namely, the certainty 
with which the supply may be relied upon at all times, 
we consider of great importance, and we have given it a 
careful and grave examination. We have no doubt but 
a conduit may be constructed from Long Pond, to Co- 
rey’s Hill, which shall be as much beyond the reach of 
interruption in its operation, as any work of human art 
can be beyond the reach of accident. 

We cannot pretend however that the cost given in our 
estimate, is sufficient to produce a work of this perma- 
nent and perfect character, and we should not think it 
expedient to increase the expenditure beyond the limits 
of our estimate, as the object of supply may be obtained 
upon either of the other plans, with more advantage to 
the city than by this, if its execution must be at an ex- 
pense much beyond that which we have assigned to it. 

In applying this consideration of the certainty of sup- 
ply to the plan founded upon Spot and Mystic Ponds; 
we can see no reason to fear the possibility of a failure. 
The plan provides for bringing the water in iron pipes 
strong enough to sustain three times the pressure of the 
head to which they will be subjected. Pipes of this 


kind have been in operation in a great many places, 
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and all experience has shown them worthy of entire 
confidence. It is true that in carrying this plan into 
operation, as a steam engine and pumps are required to 
be kept at work, during a short period, perhaps every 
year, that part of the supply which is derived from these 
machines will be subject occasionally, though we think 
rarely, to interruption. But whenever this shali hap- 
pen, as the pipes proposed to be laid from Spot Pond to 
the city, will be sufficiently large to convey, at all times 
the full supply, they may be safely relied upon through 
any period of occasional interruption from derangement 
of the machinery at Mystic Pond, even should it be to 
the extent of bursting all the steam boilers, or burning 
down the engine house. 

As regards the fourth point of comparison, namely, the 
purity of the water, the analyses show both Spot and 
Mystic Ponds, to be more pure than Long Pond. We 
see no reason to apprehend, however, that the water of 
Long Pond is not sufficiently pure for all purposes for 
which it can be required, greatly exceeding in this re- 
spect, the waters of the Wandle and Verulam in England, 
which it has been proposed to substitute for Thames 
water, in the supply of London. ‘To bring this water 
to Boston, however, in the structure which we have 
described, great care must be taken to procure a cement 
to be used in the masonry, which shall not be liable to 
be dissolved by the water, as this would impart to ita 
portion of lime, and other foreign matter, disagreeable 
to the taste, and highly injurious to its softness. Possi- 
bly it will be found, that to answer this condition the 
English Roman cement must be used. ‘This will add 
very materially to the cost of the structure. As ‘the 
estimate now stands then, we are not free from doubt 
as to the purity of the water which shall be procured 
through a structure, such as we have proposed, and 
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which we believe to be the best which can be formed 
Without extending the expense to such an amount as 
shall render the inexpediency of adopting it in preference 
to any of the other plans, at once apparent. ‘To resolve 
this doubt will require information which we have not 
been able to obtain in season for this report. 

We have seen that the waters of Spot and Mystic 
Ponds are more pure at the respective Ponds than those 
of Long Pond. Spot Pond is as little exposed to be 
contaminated with impure substances, wantonly or acci- 
dentally introduced into it, as any source which can be 
resorted to. ‘The waters of Mystic Pond are derived 
from streams on which are several small manufacturing 
establishments, and are liable, though in less degree, to 
the objection alluded to in the notice of the Charles 
River. For the reason there given, however, we do not 
consider the objection as of great force. The quality of 
the waters as they exist in Spot and Mystic Ponds may 
be preserved beyond all question, in transmitting them 
to the city in the manner proposed, in the plan of works 
connected with those ponds; as we believe that no in- 
stance can be found in which water has been contam- 
inated in passing through iron pipes. 

On a full review: of this comparison, a majority of the 
Commissioners are of opinion that it will be expedient 
for the city to adopt the third plan herein proposed, 
namely, that depending upon Spot and Mystic Ponds for 


a supply. 


From whatever source the water may be brought to 
the city, we recommend the same plan for distributing it 
to the inhabitants ; which is, to form two reservoirs, one 
upon the summit of Beacon Hill, and one under the 
summit of Fort Hill, the former at a hundred and four 
feet, and the latter at fifty feet above tide water. The 
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purpose of these reservoirs is to receive the water from 
the main, extending to the source or reservoir out_of the 
city, during the latter part of the day and the night, 
when but little is drawn from the service pipes, and to 
supply it to the service pipes during the few hours in the 
morning when the greater part of the water, for domestic 
purposes is required. By this arrangement, an abundant 
supply will be kept up at all times in the day, by means 
of a main pipe, extending from the city reservoirs to the 
source, of much smaller dimensions than would be re- 
quired were no reservoirs provided in the city; so that 
on the whole, a great saving of cost is attained by this 
expenditure. 

From these reservoirs, we propose to lay iron mains 
in various directions, of from six to twenty inches diam- 
eter, through the principal streets to the length of 
44,050 feet, or eight and a third miles. By the side of 
these mains, we propose to lay small iron service pipes, 
of three inches diameter, from which the water shall be 
taken by small leaden or wrought iron pipes to the sev- 
eral houses. ‘The object of this double line of pipes, 
through the above distance, is to avoid the necessity of 
ever interrupting the flow of the water through the 
mains, when it shall be required to furnish a supply to a 
new tenant, which, were it not for the provision here 
specified, could only be done, by drawing off the water 
from the main, for several hundred feet, thus interrupt- 
ing the flow through it, while the operations of boring 
and inserting the pipe required for the new tenant were 
performed. In addition to this, we have, to prevent the 
necessity of breaking up the pavement across the great 
thoroughfares, for the purpose of laying down tenant’s 
pipes, provided for laying service pipes on both sides of 
the streets, through the distance of 59,290 feet, or elev- 
en and a quarter miles. 
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Having thus provided a plan for the conveyance of the 
water from the reservoirs, in various directions, to differ- 
ent parts of the city, and provided for the distribution of 
it to the inhabitants of the streets through which the 
mains pass, we propose to convey it through the remain- 
ing streets, and distribute it to the inhabitants, by single 
pipes of three and four inches diameter, which shall 
communicate with the principal mains, and with each 
other, in all directions. According to our estimate, it 
will require 136,820 feet or nearly twenty six miles of 
pipe of the kind last specified, to perform this service. 
The whole length of the streets, thus traversed by mains 
and service pipes, amounts to 223,477 feet, or forty-two 
and a third miles, being all the streets and lanes, laid 
down upon Smith’s map of Boston, after deducting 
therefrom five and three quarters miles, for streets laid 
out upon lands upon which no buildings are yet erected. 
The whole length of pipe of all diameters proposed to be 
laid for distribution in the city, is nearly sixty-two miles. 

We have furthermore provided in the estimate, for 
four hundred and forty seven fire plugs, to be placed at 
proper distances, in communication with the mains and 
pipes, from which the water shall be drawn for extin- 
guishing fires. ‘These fire plugs may receive a supply 
of more than thirty gallons of water a second, from the 
source without the city, and in addition to this, whatever 
quantity may be in the reservoir on Beacon Hill. As 
the water will flow from thence to the height of the 
source, at least a hundred and four feet above tide wa- 
ter, it may be conducted through hose directly to the 
top of any common building situated in a low part of the 
city. It will be seen likewise, that the estimates pro- 
vide for the cost of a great number of stop cocks, for 
shutting off the water wherever alterations, additions or 
repairs shall be required. 
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A separate estimate has been made for the supply and 
distribution of the water, to South Boston. This em- 
braces 54 miles of pipe, and will be sufficient for the 
wants of the present population of that district. 

No provision is made in our estimate, for carrying the 
water from the service pipes to the dwellings, as we are 
of opinion that this should be done, according to the 
practice of other cities, at the expense of the tenants. 
We have moreover, concluded not to place in the estimate, 
any sum for forming cisterns and pumps in the streets, 
for public use, as we are not yet sufficiently informed of 
the number of these that will be required. 

We believe that the plan of distribution herein pro- 
posed, will equal that possessed by any modern city. 
It is simple, certain, and permanent, fully sufficient for the 
present inhabitants, and may be extended with the utmost 
facility, to meet the future wants of an increased pop- 
ulation. 

The cost of the distribution as herein proposed, as 
appears by the detailed estimate, (marked K) will be 
as follows: 

‘Stone reservoir on the Bowdoin estate, on 

Beacon Hill, 100 feet square inside, 10 

feet deep, to contain 750,000 gallons in- 


cluding the cost of land, - - - §71,539 
Reservoir under ground at Fort Hill, 65 feet — 

in diameter, to contain 370,000 gallons, - 6,224, 
62 miles of iron pipe of various sizes, laid 

complete, in the several streets, - ‘- 433,846 
733 Stop Cocks, of various sizes, - F 29,583 
4A7 Fire Plugs, - - - - . 8,940 


$550,132 
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Conveying water to, and distributing it in South 
Boston. 
24 miles. of 8 inch pipe, for conveying the 

water to South Boston, cost, laid complete, 21,709 
3 miles of distributing pipe, cost, laid com- 


plete, ~ io} - - - - - 18,936 
Stop Cocks, - - - - - - 1,000 
$47,645 

Making for the complete distribution, includ- 
ing South Boston, - - - OST TE 
Add for contingencies, 10 per cent. - . 59,777 
$657,554 


The entire cost of bringing in the supply on the plan 
recommended, we have seen was $850,006. ‘To this 
add the above sum of $657,554 for distributing it, and 
we have the sum of $1,507,560 as the entire cost for 
bringing in the water, and distributing it upon the ex- 
tensive scale herein proposed, including all water-rights, 
lands, and damages, with 10 per cent. for contingencies. 


Having thus presented our views of the modes in 
which an ample supply of pure water may be introduced 
into the city, for the use of the inhabitants, with esti- 
mates of the cost of the necessary works for obtaining 
such supply—and having specified the method which, in 
our opinion, it will be expedient for the city to adopt— 
it may perhaps not be improper for us, to advert to some 
of the reasons for undertaking a work, requiring so large 
an expenditure. ‘These reasons have perhaps all occur- 
red to the minds of those members of the city govern- 
ment who directed the investigation with which we 
have been entrusted ; but it may be useful to recapitulate 
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them, in connection with the plan of supply proposed for 
adoption, and the estimate of cost, that a connected view 
of the whole subject may be presented to the considera- 
tion of the inhabitants. 

The uses of water are so numerous, and so indispen- 
sable to all classes of inhabitants, that it would be a 
work of some labor, to enumerate all the advantages of 
an ample and wholesome supply. Water constitutes so 
important a part of every one’s food, and may, at certain 
seasons of the year, have so decisive an effect upon the 
purity of the air which we breathe, that there can be no 
doubt, that the quality and abundance of the water habit- 
ually used in a city, for domestic purposes, and for puri- 
fying the streets, yards, and sewers, is a matter which 
is intimately connected with the preservation of the 
health of the inhabitants. It is an opinion which has 
extensively prevailed for many years, that the quality 
of the water, in the wells of Boston, in general, is not 
favorable to health. ‘This opinion, although not univer- 
sally adopted, has the sanction of eminent medical men, 
deliberately given after long and careful observation and 
inquiry. Admitting that there were much less weight of 
authority than there is in fact, in support of this opinion, 
it is well known, that the water of the purest springs in 
the city contains a much greater proportion of earthy 
and saline substances, than that which is now proposed 
to be introduced—that the wells in many parts of the 
city afford water contaiming a still greater mixture of 
foreign substances—that many of the wells, in conse- 
quence of the dense state of the population, are exposed 
to impurities by the absorption of noxious substances 
from the surface of the earth—that the rain water, col- 
lected in cisterns, is from year to year rendered more 
liable to impurities, from the increased consumption of 
coal, and the greater collection of soot upon the roofs— 
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and that consequently the supply of water now relied 
upon for the general use of the inhabitants, if not posi- 
tively unfavorable to health, and unfit for use, as many 
persons repute it to be, is yet far from possessing that 
degree of purity, which affords the only absolute security, 
against the deleterious effects which are apprehended 
from it. 

But, aside from the advantages which may be antici- 
pated on the score of health, from an improvement in 
the quality of the water, in common use for drink, and 
for culinary purposes, there are others which may be de- 
rived from the use of a greater quantity, for washing 
streets, common sewers, and other receptacles of filth, 
and thus adding to the general salubrity of the atmos- 
phere, which nothing can so effectually promote in a 
densely peopled city, as the free use of pure water. 
Even those therefore who are disposed to give little or 
no weight to the opinion, that the quality of the water 
in common use in the city is unfavorable to health, will 
be ready to admit, that more or less benefit is to be de- 
rived from an abundant supply of water, of undoubted 
purity and salubrity ; and when it is considered how im- 
portant a matter is the health of the population of a 
large city—or even the preservation from epidemic dis- 
eases, of a small and most insignificant part of the city, 
no one would hesitate to purchase such a benefit at a 
large cost. Even the reputation of being subject to 
diseases of a painful and dangerous character, from the 
deleterious properties of the water used by its inhabit- 
ants, if founded in erroneous impressions, is a stigma 
which the guardians of the public welfare should be 
anxious to remove, although it should be a measure 
which could be attained only at some cost. 

Next to the sustenance of life, and the preservation of 
health, one of the most important uses of water in a 
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large and populous city, is in checking the ravages of 
fire. This city has heretofore suffered most severely 
from the conflagration of vast amounts of property, which 
in all probability might have been saved, had there been 
at hand an ample supply of water. It is perhaps not an 
extravagant opinion, that had the city been provided in 
the years 1824 and 1825 with the supply of water now 
proposed to be introduced, an amount of property would 
have been saved from destruction, in those two years, 
fully equal to the whole cost of the works now proposed. 
The deficiency of water then felt has since been partial- 
ly supplied, by the construction of reservoirs in various 
parts of the city ; but this supply is very far short of the 
provision proposed in the plan now submitted, both in 
the quantity of water, and the facility of access to it. 
With hydrants, at short distances from each other, in 
every street, capable of affording at all times, at a mo- 
ment’s warning a copious supply of water, delivered un- 
der the pressure of a head more than a hundred feet 
above the level of the tide, and consequently admitting 
of being conveyed through hose, without the aid of en- 
gines to the top, or to any part, of four fifths of the 
houses in the city, it cannot be doubted that fires would 
be more suddenly extinguished, and extensive conflagra- 
tions more effectually prevented than they can be at 
present, under the most active and efficient administra- 
tion of the fire department. It is the opinion of persons 
“conversant with the hazards and the rates of imsurance, 
that the risk of loss by fire, and, consequently the rates 
of insurance, which would be charged by insurance com- 
panies, if such a system for the supply of water as is now 
proposed were introduced, would be reduced about one 
third,—the present average rate, being not far from forty 
cents on a hundred dollars, per annum. ‘The amount 
of property in the city of Boston, exposed to the hazard 
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of destruction by fire, is probably not less than $'75,000,- 
000. Admitting therefore that the risk of insurance on 
this property is at'this time equal to 4-10 of one per 
cent., and that the proposed supply of water would re- 
duce this risk by one third, the saving which would then 
be made to the inhabitants of the city in the risk of loss 
by fire would be equal to $100,000 per annum. It 
is not material that this estimate should be scrutinized 
with great exactness. Whether the sum here named 
be too high or too low, it will not be questioned, that 
the annual saving from loss by fire would be equiva- 
lent to a very large sum, and would go far to reduce the 
hazard of those distressing conflagrations, which some- 
times occur, and which, from the amount of property de- 
stroyed, and the number of persons deprived of employ- 
ment, give a sensible check to the growth and prosperity 
of the city. If such calamities can be prevented, by 
providing the most ample supply of water, at a cost not 
exceeding the rate of insurance which would be neces- 
sary to indemnify the loser, it is manifest that the rem- 
edy of prevention is more effectual than that of insur- 
ance, because it not only insures the owner of property, 
but prevents the interruption of the labors of industry, 
and the derangements of business, which often involve 
numbers in embarrassment and distress. 

But it is the ordinary and regular daily uses of water 
for domestic, economical and manufacturing purposes, 
which are chiefly relied upon for refunding to the city the 
expenses to be incurred in procuring an inexhaustible 
supply, and distributing it to all parts of the city. ‘The 
quantity proposed to be supplied, and on which the esti- 
mate of cost is founded, is 2,000,000 gallons per day at 
the beginning, increasing annually at such a rate as to 
make 3,000,000 at the expiration of ten years. ‘This 
quantity will be equal to the supply of about 72,000 
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persons, or 12,000 families of six persons each, with 283 
gallons of water to each person daily, at the beginning, 
and increasing to 105,000 persons, or 17,500 families 
daily at the end of ten years. 

It will be for the wisdom of the council to determine 
on what terms and conditions the water shall be. suppli- 
ed to the inhabitants. But, it is presumed that it will be 
their desire, to furnish it on such moderate and easy 
terms as will afford an inducement to much the greater 
part of the inhabitants to take it, and at the same time, 
at such a rate of annual rent, proportioned as nearly as 
may be, to the quantity likely to be used by each ten- 
ant, as will, at the same time, afford to the city a reason- 
able indemnity for the cost, and the charge of maintain- 
ing the works, and also secure them against the wanton 
and useless waste of the water, to which it would be lia- 
ble, if made free to the inhabitants without charge. 
Such, we learn, has been the system adopted in Phila- 
delphia, and it has been found to operate favorably. 
Should such a system be pursued, and if we suppose 
12,000 tenants to be supplied at an average rent of six 
dollars to each tenant, it will produce an income of 
$72,000. ‘This income, if increased with the growth of 
the city, in the ratio above supposed, will amount, at the 
expiration of ten years, to $105,000. ‘This rate of com- 
pensation we name, not so much for the purpose of rec- 
ommending it to be adopted, as for the purpose of 
showing what rate will be sufficient, to afford an income 
equivalent to the annual interest, say 5 per cent. on the 
estimated cost, together with a sinking fund, for the 
gradual reduction of the debt. The rent named, while 
it appears to be sufficient, to indemnify the city for the 
charge to be incurred, will be a very moderate price to 
be paid for the accommodation afforded. Jt will be re- 
collected, that in the proposed mode of supply, the only 
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charge necessary for fixtures, will be for a small pipe, of 
sufficient length to carry the water to any part of the 
premises in which it may be required, together with a 
stop cock. The certainty of a supply at all hours of the 
day, will render the charge of a cistern unnecessary, and 
as the water will be of a quality fit for drinking, and for 
all other purposes, it must in general, supersede the use 
of wells, pumps, and rain water cisterns. ‘The rent 
named, instead of imposing an additional charge on the 
tenant, will, in most cases, be a saving of expense to 
him, as it will render unnecessary the charge of building 
and maintaining in repair, wells, pumps, and cisterns. 
To many persons, not already provided with wells and 
cisterns, it will be a great saving of expense, especially 
to those whose houses are so situated that wells of pal- 
atable water are not to be obtained. 

In the estimate to be made of the pecuniary worth of 
such a supply of water, the increased value which it will 
give to the lots of land belonging to the city, situated 
on the neck, ought not to be overlooked. ‘The difficulty 
of obtaining water has heretofore retarded the sale and 
settlement of these lots. By extending to them the sup- 
ply now proposed, a new value will be added to this 
description of city property, as well as to much unoccu- 
pied land, belonging to individuals. A further addition 
may be made to the estimated value of the proposed 
supply of water, from its uses in several branches of me- 
chanic labor, for the supply of steam engines, and other 
manufacturing purposes. 

It should be borne in mind, that in case the system 
recommended by a majority of the Commissioners shall 
be adopted, that part of the estimated expenditure which 
is required to provide for the pumping of a part of the 
proposed supply of water, from Mystic Pond, may be 
postponed fora period of three or four years, and so 
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much longer as'the waters of Spot Pond shall afford a 
sufficient quantity, for the use of such part of the inhabit- 
ants as shall within that time, make their election to 
take it. The whole expenditure for distribution also, 
will not be required, until there shall be a demand from 
as many as 12,000 tenants, which number will be suf- 
ficient to insure the income, before calculated upon. 

Considering therefore the grounds which there are for 
the opinion, that the health of the city will be promoted, 
by the introduction of a supply of water, purer in quali- 
ty, and more abundant in quantity, than that now in 
common use by the inhabitants,—considering the reasons 
which have been stated for the belief that such a supply 
of water, as that which is proposed to be introduc- 
ed into the city, will, in a course of years, be the 
means of preserving from destruction by fire, a large 
amount of property, equal perhaps in value, to the whole 
cost of the works required, for obtaining such supply,— 
and, considering that, independently of these advanta- 
ges, the uses of the water for the ordinary domestic and 
economical purposes of the inhabitants, will be of suffi- 
cient value to induce them voluntarily to pay a rent for 
the use of it, probably sufficient to discharge the inter- 
est, if not ultimately the principal of the debt incurred 
in introducing it, your Commissioners cannot hesitate, 
strongly to recommend the adoption of one of the plans 
which they have proposed. 

We beg leave to remark, that, although the plans are 
believed to be practicable, at an expense not exceeding 
that stated in the estimates, and in a manner to produce 
the beneficial results described, there is reason to be- 
lieve that, with further time for examination, improve- 
ments may be made in many of the details, without any 
material variation, certainly without any increase in the 
cost of execution. 
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The surveys of the routes to the several sources of 
supply herein proposed, have been made by Mr. Le 
Baron Russell, and plans and profiles of the same are in 
an advanced state of preparation. These, with the 
several papers referred to in this report, which are not 
yet in form, will be transmitted to the committee, for 
the use of the city council, at an early day. 

In closing this report, we think it proper to state that 
we have been indebted to the reports of Messrs. Bald- 
win and Eddy, for many valuable facts and opinions. 
We wish moreover, to express our thanks to Petty Vau- 
ghan, Esq., of London, for his unremitting exertions in | 
procuring for us information concerning the London 
water-works, especially from Messrs. Mylne and Wick- 
steed, the highly respectable engineers of the New River 
and East London Water Companies. Our acknowledg- 
ments are likewise particularly due to Frederick Graff, 
Esq., superintendent of the Philadelphia Water Works, 
for the highly important information furnished by him, in 
the most acceptable manner, concerning the works un- 
der his direction. 


All of which is respectfully submitted, 


DANIEL TREADWELL, 
JAMES F. BALDWIN, Commissioners. 
NATHAN HALE, | 


Boston, November 23, 1837. 
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To Samuer A. Etrot, Esa., Mayor and Chairman of the 
Committee for procuring water for the city. 
SIR, 

A majority of the Commissioners appointed to pro- 
cure a supply of pure and soft water for the city of Bos- 
ton, having in the Report, concluded to recommend for 
adoption a plan to which I object, I have thought it 
proper to state to the Committee, in few words, the prin- 
cipal reasons for my non-concurrence in their opinions. 
‘The plan is to obtain a supply of water from Spot and 
Mystic Ponds. ‘The water of Mystic Pond to be pump- 
ed up into a reservoir in Medford, by the power of steam 
engines to be placed near the Pond. 

To the plan of pumping up water by steam power in 
whole or in part for the supply of the city, I object, as 
it entails forever on the city, the care, trouble and ex- 
pense of maintaining this power, and. of supporting per- 
petually an establishment for carrying on its operations. 

The supervision of the work; the agents, engineers, 
overseers and assistants, which such an establishment 
will require; the maintenance of work shops, and the 
stock and tools which must be kept on hand and in or- 
der, together with the necessary provision for a certain 
supply of fuel at the engine station, let it cost a great or 
small sum, will impose on the city government, such con- 
stant watchfulness and care, as to make it a toilsome 

and perplexing duty, and ought therefore to be avoided. 

Another reason for rejecting this mode of raising Wwa- 
ter; is the necessity the city will always be under, of 
maintaining the fires, which must never go out, by sea 
borne coal; a supply of which may be interrupted or 
entirely cut off by the acts of our own government, or 
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the interference of foreign powers. And that in seasons 
of scarcity, in providing for the wants of this establish- 
ment, burdens may be imposed on the citizens, by en- 
hancing the price of such fuel as may be necessary for 
their ordinary consumption. 

Probably, it is the difference in the estimated cost of 
the several plans, which has produced the opinion, given 
in the report, in favor of the Medford waters. It seems 
that at the end of the first ten years, provision must be 
made for an additional supply, for a second term of ten 
years ; say in the eleventh year from this time, the ne- 
cessary expenditure for the additional supply will have 
been incurred, and then the difference in the cost, will be 
only 117,000 dollars in favor of the pumping system. 

And what, sir, are 10 or 11 years, or what are 117,000 
dollars, in a work of this description ? Population is in- 
creasing and will continue to increase, whether the work 
goes on now or not—and if we go on in this piece-meal 
way, we shall ever be at work, and never fully satisfy the 
wants of the citizens. 

72,000 dollars, now put at compound interest, at 5 per 
cent. will produce in 10 years, an amount equal to the 
difference in the cost at that time, of the two modes of 
supplying the city. 

If therefore a saving in the estimate of bringing the 
water of Long Pond, could be made of 72,000 dollars, 
the two plans at the end of 11 years would cost alike. 

If American hydraulic lime will answer the purpose 
for building the brick aqueduct, and if one cask anda 
half is sufficient, as some masons believe it is, for lay- 
ing 1,000 of bricks—then in this item alone, 67,500 dol- 
lars can be saved; for 24 casks of this lime to 1,000 of 
bricks, have ‘tne allowed. i in the estimate. 

The “ Duty” of one of the Cornish engines has been 
taken for the basis of the estimate of the steam power 
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by which the pumps are to be worked. This duty is 
60 millions of pounds, raised one foot, with one bushel 
(84 Ibs.) of coal. This duty is not extraordinary in the 
Cornish mines, where the water is raised perpendicular- 
ly, but it is double that which is obtained from any of 
the engines, used by the eight water companies of Lon- 
don, for pumping water for the use of that city; and it is 
somewhat singular, that for 20 years this great improve- 
ment in pumping has been overlooked, or at least, has not 
been there adopted. I do not mean to say that it can- 
not be done, but I may say as much as is said in the re- 
port about the brick aqueduct, that it has not as yet been 
successfully tested. 

I object to Mystic Pond as a source of supply. ‘The 
Pond lies below the level of high tides—these tides now 
flow into and out of the Pond—and a dam across the 
outlet must be erected, to shut out the tide waters and 
retain the fresh. 

The effect of building such a dam, will be, in my 
opinion, to fill up, in some degree, the channel of the 
river, and produce serious consequences to the inhabit- 
ants of Medford; who would, I think, successfully resist 
any application, made to the Legislature, for authority 
to establish it. 

The free passage of the water into and from the Pond 
gives such a scouring power to the current of the tide in 
the river below, as to carry off or prevent any deposite 
of mud or dirt, which, but for this, would remain, and in 
time, sensibly contract the channel, and reduce the depth 
of water. | 

I object to the color and character of the water which 
composes this source. Much of the water is derived from 
the Middlesex Canal, from the leaks and wastes on a 
large portion of its length. ‘This Canal is fed from 
Concord River, in Billerica, a large part of whose waters 
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lie every year, nearly motionless, through the dog days, 
steeping the grass on the Sudbury meadows, for many 
miles in extent. 

There are also upon the streams which flow into this 
Pond, 15 or 20 dams and water privileges, where vari- 
ous kinds of mills and factories are in operation; and 
although there may not be at present, any, more objec- 
tionable than hat factories, tanneries, &c., still, at some 
future day, they all may contribute, more or less, to ren- 
der the water unfit for domestic purposes. It is not 
now the question whether such water is better than the 
citizens now use, but it is, whether such water is likely 
to be as pure as can be had from other sources. 

I have, sir, thus briefly given the most prominent rea- 
sons which have occurred to me, for rejecting the waters 
of Mystic Pond, and the mode of obtaining it; and con- 
clude in the language of one of the Directors of the 
Fair Mount Water Works, “7f you can get water without 
pumping it, [ advise you to do it.” 

All which is respectfully submitted, 

One of the Water 


Commissioners. 


JAMES F. BALDWIN, 


Boston, November 23, 1837, 
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To Messrs. D. Treapwewt ann N. Hate, 


GENTLEMEN, 


Mr. Baldwin, who has been associated with 
you, in the commission on the introduction of wa- 
ter, has sent me a communication containing some ob- 
jections to the plan approved by you. As I see no par- 
ticular reference to these objections in the report, I send 
you the communication, that you may have an opportu- 
nity to present to the city council any remarks you may 
think it expedient to make. 


Respectfully, your ob’t serv’t, 
(Signed)  - SAML. A. ELIOT. 
City Hall, December 1, 1837. 


To Samuet A. Extot, Mayor of the City of Boston, 
and Chairman of the Standing Committee, on supply- 
ing the City with Water. 


Sir, 


We have examined the objections of Mr. Bald- 
win, to our recommendation of a plan of water works, 
enclosed to us, with your note of the Ist inst., and pro- 
ceed to make such remarks upon them, as appear to us 
necessary for the information of the city government. 

Mr. Baldwin’s first objection is to the plan of pump- 
ing water by steam power. ‘The grounds of this objec- 
tion are, ‘that it entails forever upon the city, the care, 
trouble and expense of maintaining this power,” and in 
the next paragraph, he specifies the components of this 
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‘care, trouble, and expense,” to be agents, engineers, 
overseers, and assistants; the maintenance of work- 
shops, and the stock of tools which must be kept on 
hand and in order, and ends his account with the ne- 
cessity of keeping a supply of fuel for the use of the en- 
gine. 

Neglecting, for the present, the last objection, you 
will no doubt, be surprised to find, as is shown in the 
estimate, that the whole care and trouble to the city 
government, or to the superintendent of the water works, 
for the first ten years, will be in the appointment of one 
operative engineer, who will employ two common fire- 
men, for about four months in each year. ‘The expense of 
these workmen to the city, is unquestionably an objec- 
tion, which amounts, according to our estimate, includ- 
ing all purchases to renew parts of the engine, worn 
out, to $2,100 a year. ‘This weight is given to it 
throughout the report. Indeed, if it were possible to 
raise water by steam power, without expense, our ex- 
amination would have ended with Charles River or Mys- 
tic Pond. The whole of Mr. Baldwin’s objection, there- 
fore, goes to a repetition of one of the items of cost in 
the plan recommended by us, which, after having been 
fairly considered and appraised in the report, was found 
to be of so inconsiderable weight, that of the plan which 
it made part, was still to be decidedly preferred to any 
other. 

Our answer to the next objection, namely, that found- 
ed upon the necessity of providing a supply of fuel, is 
the same as that given to the preceding, which is, that 
according to our best judgment, it weighs just $790 a 
year, and to this extent it is to be taken against the 
plan recommended, but no farther. But as this plan, 
with this objection thus resting upon it, has been shown 
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to be more advantageous than any other, we are unable 
to perceive why it ought not to be adopted. 

There are some amplifications, however, in the recital 
and repetition of this objection by Mr. Baldwin, which 
deserve further notice. ‘Thus it is said that the city 
will always be under the necessity of maintaining the 
fires, which ‘must never go out.’”? Now, during the 
first ten years, it is shown that the engine will be requir- 
ed to raise but 390,000 gallons of water a day, or 142,- 
330,000 gallons a year. ‘The report and estimate, ex- 
pressly state, that the engine is calculated to raise 
2,500,000 gallons in 20 hours, or 1,095,000,000 gallons 
a year. If therefore, it be kept at work 1,138 hours, or 
48 days in any part of the year, the supply will be main- 
tained. It is not true then, that the fires must be al- 
Ways maintained, unless always be taken as equivalent 
to one seventh part of the time. Again, it is said that 
the fires must be maintained by ‘“sea-borne coal, a sup- 
ply of which may be interrupted, or entirely cut off by 
the acts of our own government, or the interposition of 
foreign powers, and that in seasons of scarcity, in pro- 
viding for the wants of this establishment, burdens may 
be imposed upon the citizens, by enhancing the price of 
such fuel as may be necessary for their ordinary con- 
sumption.” 

It is true, that in our statement of the cost of fuel for 
pumping, we assumed that the engines should be kept in 
operation by coal, as that article alone is used for the 
engines which formed the guide in our estimates. Mr. 
Baldwin well knows, however, that steam may be form- 
ed by the heat of a wood fire, as effectually as by that 
of coal. He has even read of an engine in Cornwall, 
pumping water by a fire of turf, at an expense of eight 
pence half penny a day. As to the hardship the citizens 
are likely to experience, from an advance of the price of 
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coal occasioned by the extent of our demand in the mar- 
ket, we beg leave to refer you to the coal merchants to 
decide how much the price is affected, by an extra de- 
mand of 1 or 200 chaldrons a year. 

After this statement of objections, Mr. Baldwin pro- 
ceeds; ‘ Probably it is the difference in the estimated 
cost of the several plans which has produced the opinion 
given in the report, in favor of the Medford waters.” 

Let us see how far this statement is borne out by the 
report. On turning to that, you will find that the sever- 
al plans are compared one with another as follows, Ist, 
their relative cost ; 2d, the quantity of water to be ob- 
tained by each; 3d, the constant and unfailing certainty 
of their operations; 4th, the purity of such water. 
Under this comparison, the plan recommended was ad- 
judged to be superior to that founded upon Long Pond, 
in all but the second point, in which they were shown to 
be equal. How can it be said then, that our decision 
was made upon the relative cost alone, when it was 
shown that, in our opinion, an equal quantity of better 
water could be obtained with greater certainty by the 
plan recommended, than by that rejected? ‘The differ- 
ence in cost, being $268,288, in our opinion, deserved, 
and it received our attention, and had its due influence 
upon us, though by no means paramount, or indeed equal 
to that produced by our greater confidence that the supply, 
by the plan recommended, will not be subject to inter- 
ruption by any event which seems to us in the least de- 
gree likely to happen. 

Mr. Baldwin next says, ‘It seems that at the end of 
the first ten years, provision must be made for an addi- 
tional supply for a second term of ten years,’ and again, 
‘If we go on in this piece-meal way, we shall ever be 
at work, and never fully satisfy the wants of the citi- 
zens.” In our opinion, they must be very unreasonable 
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not to be satisfied with a barrel of water a day, each, man, 
woman and child, and this provided for them at the 
cheapest rate possible. We think they ought to be bet- 
ter satisfied with this, than to pay a greater price fora 
larger quantity, which they do not want, and which will 
be at their disposal only at the reservoir on Corey’s Hill. 
It would no doubt be inferred from the manner in which 
Mr. Baldwin makes this statement, that if the plan de- 
pending upon Long Pond were adopted, no future ‘ piece- 
meal” addition would be required to it. It will be seen 
by the report and estimates, however, that the pipe from 
the reservoir on Corey’s Hill, where the brick conduit 
from Long Pond is laid out to terminate, will bring no 
more water to Boston, than will be brought by the pipe 
from Spot and Mystic Ponds, and that were that plan 
adopted, at the end of ten years, or whenever the city 
shall require more than 3,000,000 gallons a day, an ad- 
ditional pipe, 3.88 miles long and costing $189,279 
must be provided. But let us look a little farther into 
the future. When the population shall have increased 
to 240,000, which may be in 30 or 40 years, all the 
water which will be supplied by the conduit from Long 
Pond to Corey’s Hill, or all the water of Long Pond, 
will be required for their use, and an additional popula- 
tion can only be supplied by new works, perhaps by 
pumping from Mystic Pond. It appears therefore, that - 
additions will be required, to the works, which ever plan 
may be adopted, but as Mystic Pond will furnish much 
greater quantity of water than Long Pond, it will sup- 
ply the increased works through a much longer period. 

After an effort to show that, giving their full prospec- 
tive value to works connected with Long Pond, they 
will not, at the end of ten years, exceed in cost, the 
plan recommended in a greater sum than $117,000 as 
stated in the report, and that that sum may be produced 
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at the end of ten years by a present investment of $72,- 
000 continued at compound interest, a fact which we shall 
not gainsay, Mr. Baldwin proceeds, “ If American hy- 
draulic lime will answer the purpose for building the brick 
aqueduct, and if one cask and a half is sufficient, as some 
masons believe it is, for Jaying 1,000 of bricks, then in 
this item alone, 67,500 dollars can be saved, for 25 casks 
of this lime to 1,000 of bricks have been allowed in the 
estimate.” Of these two hypotheses, the first, imply- 
ing the use of American hydraulic lime, was admitted, 
perhaps with too great liberality or favor to the plan of 
bringing the supply from Long Pond, in the estimate 
given in the report. ‘The second, implying that the 
estimate provides for a much greater quantity of cement 
than will be required, is in direct contradiction to the 
best evidence obtained from practical men in the course 
of our examination of the work proposed. Mr. Baldwin 
knows that one very intelligent and experienced mason 
declared, repeatedly, that three casks of hydraulic lime 
will be required to lay !,000 bricks in the form proposed. 
Would it not be most unwarrantable then, to assume 
that less than the estimated quantity will be sufficient ? 
Would it not be much more reasonable to reverse the 
conditions, and say “If English Roman cement be ne- 
céssary to ensure the purity of the water, and if three 
casks of this cement are required to lay 1,000 bricks, the 
estimate will fall short of the expenditure in the sum of 
$236,250. Indeed we are not without some slight ap- 
prehensions, as stated in the report, that American hy- 
draulic lime will be slowly dissolved and make the water 
both hard and bitter. A very strong case of this kind 
has occurred at Lowell, and the appearance of that ad- 
mirable work, the dry dock in Charlestown, is not cal- 
culated to allay our apprehensions. 


On a review of the description and estimates of the 
& 
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aqueduct, as proposed from Long Pond, we can find no 
reason to hope that any considerable saving in the ex- 
penditure can be effected. No unnecessary materials or 
strength of structure, seem to have been provided for. 
The work as laid out by us will not compare in solidity 
or strength with that now constructing for the supply of 
New York. We have moreover relied upon a single 
conduit, never to be interrupted by repairs for a period 
exceeding two days, although the late eminent Sir 
Thomas Telford in his project for supplying water to 
London from a new source, thought it necessary to pro- 
vide for laying two such conduits, both built in a more 
thorough manner than that proposed by us, and each in- 
dependent of and separated from the other, not choos- 
ing to rely solely upon a single work of this kind. We do 
not mean by this to say that the work, as proposed 
in the report will be insufficient for the object, but that, 
no unnecessary expenditure is contemplated in the esti- 
mate, and that no saving in cost can be expected upon it. 

The two succeeding paragraphs of Mr. Baldwin’s pa- 
per, tend to cast doubt upon the conclusion arrived at in| 
the report, upon authorities there stated, that 60,000,000 
lbs. may be raised 1 foot high by the steam engine, with 
a consumption of one bushel of coals. The foundation of 
this doubt is somewhat singular. He believes that this 
duty is reached, (it is often exceeded by more than fifty per 
cent.) in Cornwall, but still retains his doubts whether we 
here, can equal it, for the reason that the London Engineers 
have not yet attained to it. ‘The London Engines, as is 
known to Mr. Baldwin, on the authority of Mr. Wick- 
steed, engineer of a London water company, are very 
differently constructed and wrought, from those of Corn- 
wall, and it seems to us, that the reasonableness of our 
conclusion, that we can approach somewhat near, at least, 
to the common result produced in Cornwall, by using the 
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same instrument which is there used, cannot be success- 
fully impunged, by showing that other persons cannot 
produce a like result with a different instrument. In 
the progress of the arts, one community or city must 
necessarily be in advance of another. It is but a few 
years, not ‘ twenty,” since the Cornish engines at- 
tained their present excellence, an excellence which 
the London companies are now about to imitate; as 
Mr. Wicksteed, the engineer mentioned in the pre- 
ceding paragraph, in a communication now in our pos- 
session, and which has, we believe, been read by Mr. 
Baldwin, says, “‘we are about to erect a Cormish engine 
at Oldford,” the site of the East London water works, 
‘¢ which will consume not more than one third of the 
coals we now use.” 

The next paragraph of Mr. Baldwin’s paper is as fol- 
lows. ‘I object to Mystic Pond as a source of supply. 
This Pond lies below the level of high tides, these tides 
now flow into and out of the Pond, and a dam across 
the outlet must be erected, to shut out the Aue waters 
and retain the fresh. 

“The effect of building such a dam, will be, in my 
opinion, to fill up, in some degree, the channel of the 
river, and produce serious consequences to the inhabit- 
ants of Medford, who would, I think, successfully resist 
any application made to the Legislature for authority to 
establish it. 

“The free passage of the water into and from the 
Pond, gives such a scouring power to the current of the 
tide in the river below, as to carry off or prevent any de- 
posit of mud or silt, which, but for this, would remain, 
and in time, sensibly contract the channel and reduce the 
depth of water.” 

We look in vain through the foregoing statement, for 
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any thing which affects the quality of the water of Mys- 
tic Pond, or the security, cost, or abundance of supply. 
We cannot however but lament that it should have been 
thus made, because it is possible that it may raise ground- 
less apprehensions in the minds of the citizens of Med- 
ford, and we shall therefore give it more attention than 
we should otherwise have thought it necessary to bestow 
upon it. It is true as stated at length in the report, 
that immediately before the high water of spring tides 
during the dry season, a current passes from Mystic 
River into the Pond, and the quantity of water which 
passes up Mystic River from the sea, is by this means 
in a very small degree, increased. But whether the chan- 
nel of the river below the Pond is thereby cleared or 
scoured, we think admits of great doubt. We are una- 
ble to perceive why as much mud and silt should not be 
brought up the river irom the extensive flats north of 
Charlestown, as will be carried down by the reflux of 
the same water. In our view the difference either way 
must be altogether inappreciable; and we think this. 
view is warranted by the custom almost universal, of 
damming the tide waters upon our sea-board. ‘The 
rivers and large creeks of this Commonwealth, for ex- 
ample, are with very few exceptions crossed by dams 
near their mouths, which effectually bar the flow of the 
tide waters. 

The Charles is thus dammed at Watertown, and a 
flow of water to the depth of three feet at spring tides, 
cut off. ‘The Neponset is crossed by two dams at 
Milton Bridge, which stop the influx of the neap tides, 
even. ‘The rivers at Salem, Beverly, and Ipswich are 
all crossed by dams cutting off the flow of tide water. 
Can it be that this practice has been persevered in from 
the earliest times, without complaint from those inter- 
ested in navigation, if any injury was produced upon the 
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channels and harbors? With all this before them, we 
believe that the citizens of Medford will regard all con- 
sequences which can be produced by adam across the 
outlet of their Pond, as too trivial to excite uneasiness. 
As for any “successful resistance to an application to 
the Legislature for authority to establish it” which Mr. 
Baldwin thinks will be made by the citizens of Medford ; 
we beg to refer you to the 116th Chapter of the revised 
statutes. You will there find “ That any person may 
erect and maintain a water mill, and a dam to raise wa- 
ter for working it, upon and across any stream that is 
not navigable, upon the terms and conditions, and sub- 
ject to the regulations herein after expressed.” ‘These 
terms and conditions are essentially, that the person 
building the dam shall not place it upon another man’s 
land without consent from the owner. ‘That it shall not 
produce injury to another mill upon the same stream, 
and that the owner shall be liable in damages for all land 
flowed by it. More than this the Legislature specially 
granted in the year 1836 to the Boston Hydraulic Com- 
pany, incorporated for supplying the City of Boston with 
water, the right to take any Ponds or lands covered with 
water north of Charles River, and within 12 miles of 
the City of Boston, and “The said corporation may 
erect dams at the outlets of any Ponds which said cor- 
poration may take pursuant to the provisions of this act.” 
This company has never taken possession of these rights, 
and surely the Legislature will not now deny, to the City 
of Boston, the same privileges which were then granted 
to a private company. 

Mr. Baldwin’s last objection is made to the ‘color 
and character” of the water of Mystic Pond. He grounds 
this objection upon the facts that a portion of the wa- 
ter is remotely derived from Concord River through the 
Middlesex Canal, and that there are several mills upon 
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the other water courses which empty into the Pond. For 
that portion of the supply which comes from the Canal, 
as it is for the most part filtered in its passage from the 
canal to the Pond, we lament that it is not more abund- 
ant. With regard to the influence of mills in rendering 
waters impure, we have already expressed our opinion in 
the report, when giving an account of the water of 
Charles River. It is by no means pleasant to dwell upon 
the sources of impurity to which all waters, which can 
be procured in civilized life, are exposed, whether in 
ponds, rivers, wells, or even springs. ‘The mills, mostly 
saw and grist mills, upon the streams connected with 
Mystic Pond are we believe, very harmless things. 
There is no evidence of contamination produced by 
them, either in the appearance of the water or in its 
analysis. We need not repeat that the analysis shows 
the water to be more pure than that of Long Pond, which 
receives in the dry season the drainage from an exten- 
sive swamp or meadow. While therefore we believe 
that the water of Mystic Pond ought not to be rejected - 
- for want of purity, we may remind you that Spot Pond, 
from which in the plan recommended, the greater part 
of the water will for many years be derived, is the most 
pure and unexceptionable of all the sources examined 
by us. 

Having thus examined, we believe all the objections 
of Mr. Baldwin, and made such remarks upon them as 
seemed to us necessary, we leave the subject to those 
who alone have authority to decide upon the whole 
question. . 

Very respectfully, your obedient servants, 


DANIEL TREADWELL, 
NATHAN HALE. 


Boston, Dec. 8, 1837. 
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PAPER MARKED A. 
Quantily of Water of Spot Pond. 


With the consent of the proprietors of the pond, an apparatus 
was placed at the outlet, for measuring, at pleasure, the quantity 
of water flowing from it, during a given number of seconds ; and 
an agent was employed to make such measurement three times a 
day, from May 4th, to October 2d. Since the last named date, 
the measurement, has been made but once a day. 

The water, after flowing from the pond, through the gate or 
over the wasteway, is received into a smaller pond or reservoir, 
at some distance below the gate, and from this reservoir it is dis- 
charged over a fall of considerable height, before coming to the 
mills of Messrs. Odiorne and the other works. At this fall a 
trough is placed, into which the water is received through a 
notch, 36 inches in width, with an even horizontal bottom ; and 
a guage or scale on which the inches and parts are accurately 
marked, is placed in the reservoir, in such manner as to indicate 
at all times, the height of the surface of the water, above the 
bottom of the notch. 

The trough is placed at such a slope that the water flows rap- 
idly through it, and is discharged into the brook below. . Beneath 
this trough, a cubical box or cistern is so placed, that the whole 
current of water may be discharged into it, by a sudden removat 
of a section of the trough. By replacing the section of the 
trough, the current is again suddenly discharged into the brook 
below. The cavity of this box measures six feet on each side, 
and consequently it contains 216 cubic feet. A scale is fixed 
on the inside of it, by which the depth of water in it, at any time, 
may be readily observed, and the quantity accurately determined. 
It is also provided with a gate, for the discharge of the water at 
pleasure. 

All the water, therefore, which is discharged from Spot Pond, 
either over the wasteway, or through the gate, flows regularly 
through this trough, and may be at any time, discharged for any 
number of seconds into the box ; the time being noted by the ob- 
server, by means of a minute or half minute glass. The height 
to which the water rises on the scale, shows the quantity of wa- 
ter discharged during the time. 

The agent has recorded, not only the quantity of water thus 
drawn off at each observation, but also the height of water in 
the reservoir at the time, above the bottom of the notch, from 
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which the quantity of the flow may be computed by a well 
known rule. 

Our observations upon Spot Pond commenced March 3lIst, 
1837, when the Pond was nearly full, about 2 inches below the 
top of the waste way. There was drawn from it from March 
-3lst to November 3d, 217 days, upon an average, 4.75 cubic 
feet a second, and this draft lowered the water, 4 feet 8 inches. 
The whole quantity of water as measured which ran out during 
this time was 89,056,800 cubic feet, which is equal to 1,829,932 
gallons a day for 365 days or one year. 

Taking the area of the Pond when at its mean height at 240 
acres=10,454,400 feet, this quantity, 89,056,800 cubic feet, 
would have filled it S.51 feet high. It was drawn down 4.66 
feet, and this basin, 240 acres large and 4.66 feet deep, contain- 
ed 48,717,504 cubic feet. Hence of the whole quantity $9,- 
056,800 cubic feet drawn, 48,717,504 cubic feet were given by 
lowering the Pond, and the remainder 40,339,269 cubic feet 
were supplied by rains and springs ; and in addition to this a quan- 
tity equal to the whole evaporation, which was not measured. 

The question now comes, will the Pond, if the gate should be 
shut down, and no further draft made from it, fill from rains and 
springs, before the 31st of March, 1838, to the point at which it 
stood on the same day this year ? that is 4 feet 8 inches above 
its present level? For if it will so fill, then the yield of the 
Pond for the year may be taken at 1,829,932 gallons a day for 
the whole period. 

By the observations made in April and May last, we found 
that the Pond received during those two months an accession of 
37,807,755 cubic feet which is only 30 per cent. less than the 
whole quantity, 48,717,504 cubic feet, required to fill the Pond. 
The quantity of rain which fell in April and May, according to 
the observations of Dr. Hale in Boston was 8.82 inches; ac- 
cording to Dr. Hobbs at Waltham 10.96 inches,—mean 9.89 
inches which is considerably above the rain of the same months 
in ordinary years. But as the snow had nearly all disappeared 
on the Ist of April, it is difficult to conceive of the Pond having 
received an accession of more than two thirds as much water 
during April and May, two months, as it ordinarily receives in 
November, December, January, February and March, five 
“apts: This hypothesis is strengthened by the observations 

made for several years at Jamaica Pond, as published in the re- 
ae by L. Baldwin, Esq., which show the increase of that Pond 
upon an average of ten years, to be about three times as much in 
February and ‘March, as it is in April and May. 

If then we conclude that the accession of water to the Pondii in 
the months of November, December, January, February and 
March, five months, be 50 per cent. more than the accession 
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during the last April and May, two months, we shall have 37,- 
807,755+18,903,877=56,711,632 cubic feet, or 7,994,128 
cubic feet more than enough to fill the Pond. We have seen 
that if the Pond be filled only, under the conditions before stated, 
the yield for the year will be 1,829,932 gallons a day. As the 
year has been unusually dry, we feel warranted in taking the aver- 
age produce to be 2,100,000 gallons, the minimum !,600,000, 
and the maximum 2,600,000. 


PAPER MARKED B. 
Quantity of Water of Long Pond. 


The discharge from Long Pond, as near as we could measure 
it, on the 17th of April, when we first examined its outlet, was 
22.90 cubic feet asecond. Again, on the Ist of June, the dis- 
charge, by our estimate, was 43.33 cubic feet. This great dis- 
charge was produced by the removal of a plank forming a part of 
the stopwater, sometime between the 17th of April and the Ist 
of June, and by it the water of the whole pond was drawn off to 
the depth of 11 inches. We have no means of ascertaining the 
day on which the stopwater was removed, but as the flow on the 
Ist of June was 20.43 feet per second greater than on the 17th 
of April, and as the pond in the mean time was drawn down 11 
inches, it seems reasonable to attribute the increased flow on the 
Ist of June, to the removal of the plank, and to assume that if 
the pond had not been drawn down, the average flow would not 
have varied materially from what it was computed to be on the 
17th of April, viz. 22.90. We may assume, moreover, that the 
accession of water to the pond, during the months of February 
and March is equal to that of April and May. We have then, 
for these four months, 120 days, an accession to the pond, of 
22.90 cubic feet a second, 237,427,000 cubic feet. 

By our observations, made from the 27th of July to the 30th 
of September, 66 days, the discharge from the pond was 39,- 
337,920 cubic feet, and the surface of the pond subsided 8 in- 
ches under this draft. This 8 inches, or 26,136,000 square 
feet, the area of the pond, gives 17,424,000 cubic feet. Hence, 
of the whole quantity, 39,337,920 cubic feet drawn, 17,424,000 
cubic feet were taken from the stock of the pond and the remain- 
der, 21,913,920 cubic feet, were derived from rains and springs 
flowing into the pond during the time of the draft. This 21,- 
913,920 cubic feet in 66 days, is equal to 3.85 cubic feet a sec- 
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ond, and we may take the yield of the pond during the months 
of July, August, September and October to be 3.85 cubic feet 
a second, or for the 122 days, 40,582,080 cubic feet. Then if 
we add to this the quantity, 237,427,000 cubic feet, which it 
has been before shown may be collected in the pond, during the 
months of February, March, April, and May, we have 278,000,- 
980 cubic feet, furnished to the pond in eight months, viz. Feb- 
ruary, March, April, May, July, August, September, and Octo- 
ber. ‘This is equal to 134 cubic feet a second, nearly, for the 
242 days comprised in these eight months. It must therefore 
be apparent, that if we draw from the pond but 134 feet a sec- 
ond, during February, March, April, and May, a surplus may 
be retained sufficient to provide for an equal draft through July, 
August, September, and October. During the remaining months 
of the year, namely, June, November, December and January, 
we have good reason to believe that the pond will receive 13} 
cubic feet a second from rains and springs, consequently a draft 
from it to that extent, will neither increase nor diminish its stock. 
We have in this way 134 cubic feet a second provided during 
the year. 

To reserve in the pond the quantity 99,926,784 cubic feet, re- 
quired to be drawn off during July, August, September, and Oc- 
tober, it will be necessary to raise the dam at its outlet, so that 
the pond be flowed 3.82 feet above its lowest point, or about 18 
inches above the right of fowage, possessed by the present own- 
ers of the outlet. Although the flow from the pond may be made 
equal to 134 cubic feet a second, or 8,640,000 gallons a day, as 
herein shown, we do not rely, after making an allowance for 
waste by leakage, on obtaining more than 11 feet a second, at 
the reservoir on Corey’s Hill, and our aqueduct is calculated to 
deliver this qnantity, which is equivalent to 7,128,000 gallons a 
day. 


PAPER MARKED C. 


In pumping to a height of 117 feet, at a distance of 3} miles, 
in addition to the force required to raise the water, we must pro- 
vide for an additional force in overcoming the friction of the hor- 
izontal pipe. The amount of this force depends upon the size 
of the pipe. We assume it in this case, as equal to a column 
of water 33 feet high, and it will be hereafter seen that this will 
be near the quantity required in practice. 
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The fall at Bemis’ Mills is 5 feet nearly, and at May’s Mills 
6 feet when the tide is out, making about 11 feet fall. ‘Io pump 
2,500,000 gallons —= 333,333 cubic feet a day — 3.86 feet a 


150 


a second 150 feet high, will require => 13.6 feetx3.86—52.5 | 


il 
feet to produce an equilibrium between the wheels and pumps. 
Add 50 per cent for loss in giving motion, and we have 78.75 
feet a second. 

It will require then 783 feet of water-a second, at a fall of 11 
feet, during the 24 hours, to produce the necessary power to 
pump 3.86 feet 150 feet high. 

The flow of water at the Waltham Mills, is estimated by Dr. 
Hobbs, for the four driest months, July, August, September, 
rand October, at from 40 to 60 cubic feet a second. 

We cannot therefore rely upon more than half the quantity re- 
quired during four months of the driest season, and if we assume 
that during the remainder of the year, there will be water enough 
for pumping the whole supply, we may estimate the cost of 
erecting works and pumping, as follows: 

Cost of pumping by water and steam. 


Water Rights, - - - - - - $70,000 00 
Canal to unite the two falls with guard gates, &c. 50,000 00 
Four water wheels and pumps, $8,000 each, - 32,000 00 
Buildings, = - 20,000 00 


Steam Engine and pumps, capable of pumping 
2,500,900 gallons in 20 hours, - - - 35,000 00 
Building, - - - - - - - . 10,000 00 
4197,000 00 

Yearly expense for water works, 


Superintendent, - . - $1,000 00 
3 men at $500 each, - - : 1,500 00 
Wear and tear, - - - - 1,500 00 

44,000 00 


Steam works to pump 1,250,000 
gallons a day for 4 months. 

Coal, 25 bushels a day, making 85 
chaldrons in 122 days, at $10 a 


chaldron, - - - $850 00 
Engineer per year, = - - - 600 00 
Firemen for 4 months, - - 375 00 
Wear and tear, - - - - 1,000 00 

42,825 00 


Making the whole yearly expense 2825 + 4000—¢6825, 
which is equal to a present outlay of $136,500, which added to 
the above sum of $197,000, makes the sum of $333,500. 

Cost of pumping by steam alone. 
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Engines, - - - - - - - $70,000 00 
Buildings, ass iS. 7. within ban heehee ee 
Water Right, - - - - - 15,000 00 
Yearly expenses as in a subsequent estimate E. 

¢11,808 =a present capital of - - - 236,160 00 


$341,160 00 
We see, therefore, that the plan of pumping by water, as far 
as it can be obtained, and making up the deficiency by steam, 
has but a very small advantage over that of pumping wholly by 
steam, even if we assume that the water power will be sufficient 
for the whole supply during eight months. There is some 
doubt, however, whether the “water power will be: sufficient for 
the eight months, and this.added to the perplexity to the city 
government in the greater complication of works, leads us to 
prefer steam power alone. 


ESTIMATE MARKED D. 


Cost of supply from Charles River. 


Cost of Reservoirs on Corey’s Hill. 
Reservoir on Corey’s Hill, in two basins, 50 feet surface 
width each, and 864 feet long—10 feet depth of water. 


Excavation 36,288 cubic yds. 
Extra for puddling 5,100—41,388 

yds. a 20 cts. - - 8,277 60 
Puddling 4780cubic yds. a 50 cts. 2,390 00 
Slope walls 214x864 for aaa: 


3,068 perch a $2 00 - 6,136 00 
Berm and back drain 8,640 ae a 

20 cts. - - 1,728 00 
Discharging pipe 200 feet, 6 hah 


and 2 cocks, - - - 472 80 
Land for above reservoirs together : 

with land over ee the pipe | 

shall pass, - - - 3,949 60 22,954 00 
Damage to water rights at Charles 

River, being the right to take 

water for the supply, above the 

lower fall in Watertown, - 15,000 00 


Amount carried forward, $37,954 00 
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Amount brought forward, 


Main pipe from Reservoir on Co- 
rey’s Hill, to Reservoir on Bea- 
con Hill, 

Two branch pipes 40 feet long 
each, 22 inches diameter, with 
stop cocks for drawing water 
from Reservoirs to eee cost 
laid, —- - 

Main pipe from Gaver s Hill over 
the Mill-dam, and across the 
Common and up Tremont and 
Beacon streets, to Reservoir on 
Beacon Hill; distance 20,485 
feet. Length of pipe including 
laps at the joints 21,690 feet,— 
diameter 21} inches, weight per 
foot, 208 63-100 lbs. at 34 cts. 
per pound, - - 

Digging trench 6 feet eS 4} feet 

wide, 20,485 cubic ang at 18 
cts. a yard, - - : 

Filling trench and restoring Bei af- 
ter the pipe is laid, 14 cts. a foot 
in length, - 

Lead for filling joints 120, 500 Ibs. 
at 64 cts. - 

Laying pipe, including filling read 
$2 00 a joint, 2,410 joints, = - 

Extra for crossing the sluices on the 
Mill-dam, and for culvert on the 
Brighton road, - - 

5 Stop cocks at $212 age ioe 
setting and lead $10 37 each, 

Air cocks, - - - 


Main pipes 21 inches diameter from 
Steam works at the lower dam in 
Watertown to Reservoir on Co- 
rey’s Hill, distance 16,910 feet 
(34 miles) $8 57 a foot, includ- 
ing cost of pipe, lead, excava- 
tion, and all expenses ‘of laying 
the same, - - - - 
4 Stop cocks and laying the same, 


Amount carried forward, 


1,226 24 


158,380 38 


3,687 30 


2,867 90 
7,832 50 


4,820 00 


9,193 00 


1,111 85 
160 00 


144,918 00 


$37,954 00 


189,279 17 


888 00 145,806 00 


——a 


373,039 17 
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Amount brought forward, 373,039 17 
‘IT'wo steam engines (each 76 horse 
power) 48 inches cylinder, 94 feet 
‘stroke, with 2 pumps, 18 inch 
cylinders, 8 feet stroke to each 
pump, which will deliver with 
ordinary use, 2,500,000 gallons 
-of water a day to the Reservoir 
on Corey’s Hillat $35,000 each, 70,000 00 
‘Buildings for steam engines and 
pumps including coal houses and 


shops, and tools for small repairs, 20,000 00 
‘Canal to take the water from the 
river to the engine pumps, - 800 00 
«Guard Gate:and Strainer, - - 1,200 00 2,000 00 


$465,039 17 


Instead of crossing the Mill-dam as proposed in the above 
“estimate the supply may be brought by another line, passing from 
Corey’s Hill through Roxbury and over Tremont Street to Bea- 
con Hill. This from its greater length will require that the pipe 
‘be 22 inches diameter, and the cost as shown in the following 
estimate. 


Main through Roxbury. 


-2 branch pipes 40 feet each—80 feet 
of 22 inch with lead and laying, 


leading from Reservoir to main, - 1,226 24 
25,051 feet pipe, 22 inch diameter 

Bie 0 Wein clech i incon. 2 LEO ,8E UEe 
Digging trenches 44 <x 623,660 cu- 

__ bie yds. a 18 cts. - - - 4,258 80 
Refilling trenches 44 x 6=23,660 cu- 
bic yds. a 14 cts. . - - 3,312 40 

Lead for 2,783 joints 72 lbs. each, 

a 64 cts. - - - - - 13,024 44 
Laying pipe at $2 00 per joint, - 5,566 00 
2 bridges on Tremont Road $1,500. 

1 Culvert in Bookline $1,500 - 3,000 00 
5 stop cocks $1,111 85—Air cocks 

$160 00, - — - - = 1,271 85 $221,045 29 


The cost of this line is $31,766 more than the line over the 
Mill-dam. If it be followed however, a saving of $21,287 for 
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the distribution at the south part of the city and for Somh Bos- 
ton, as specified in the estimate for distribution, as having been 
accidentally omitted in the general summary in the body of the: 
repert, will be made. We retain the line across the Mill-dam,. 
however, in the Report. 


% 


PAPER MARKED E. 
Cost of Pumping. 


The following are the demensions of an engine called ‘little 
engine,’’ used at the united mines in Cornwall. 

Cylinder, 30 inches diameter. Length of stroke, 9 feet. It 
moves two pumps, one of 12 inches diameter, the lift being 31 
feet, and one of 14 inches. diameter, the lift being 205 feet. 
Consequently, the load on both pumps is 15,219 pounds. The 
length of stroke in the pumps is 74 feet, and the number of 
strokes made in April 1835, was 444,620, or 10.29 a minute, 
without any allowance for rest. Hence it raised 15,219 X 74 = 
114,142} x 444,620 = 50,750,038,350 pounds 1 foot high, dur- 
ing the month. The consumption of coals was 764 bushels ; 
therefore, each bushel raised 66,426,751 pounds 1 foot high. 

Should the plan of pumping from Charles River, or Mystic 
Pond be adopted, we are of opinion that two engines should be 
erected, each capable of raising 2,500,000 gallons in 20 hours. 
This would sufficiently ensure one of the engines being always 
in order, so that a failure of supply to the city, would very rare- 
ly, if ever happen. In order to raise this water from Charles 
River to the reservoir on Corey’s Hill, the engine must not only 
overcome the resistance of the head, 1t7 feet, but likewise the 
friction of the horizontal or inclined pipe, 34 miles long, from 
Watertown to Corey’s Hill. The quantity of this resistance 
from friction, will depend upon the size of the pipe. With a 
pipe of 21 inches diameter, as given in the estimate, if the pres- 
sure in the pump be equal to a column 150 feet high, or 33 feet 
above the reservoir on Corey’s Hill, into which the water is to 
be discharged, our formula gives a discharge of nearly 5 cubic 
feet a second, or 2,700,000 gallons in 20 hours. It will be 
enough for the present purpose then, to take the engines to work 
against a column 150 feet high. We have then, 2,500,000 gal- 
lons, equal to 20,000,000 pounds to be raised 150 feet high each 
day, or 3,000,000,000 pounds raised 1 foot. ‘Taking the duty 
. of the engine at 60,000,000 pounds to each bushel of coal, we 
have 50 bushels per day for the whole consumption. 
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The engines should have cylinders of 48 inches diameter, 94 
feet stroke, with two pumps each, 18 inches diameter; 8 feet 
stroke. The area of both pumps being 3.54 feet, 10 strokes a 
minute, would produce the effect required. We estimate the 
cost of each engine with the pumps complete, at $35,000. 

We have seen that the consumption of coal will be 50 bushels 
a day, making 507 chaldrons a year, the price of which may be 
very safely taken at $10 a chaldron. The cost of fuel then will 
be $5,070 a year. ae 

A very liberal allowance for attendance will be, One princi- 
pal engineer or superintendent, with a salary of $1,000 a year, 
and five men as engineers and firemen, at $1 50a day each, 
making in all $2,738 a year. 

The cost of providing new parts for the engines and pumps as 
they shall wear out, and for such repairs as will not be done by 
the workmen constantly employed, whose pay is in the preced- 
ing item, together with the cost of oil and insurance, may be 
taken, safely, at $3,000 a year. | 

We have then, 


‘Coal, - - iy ig - $5,070 00 5) Had 
Superintendent, - - - 1,000 00 
Engineers and Firemen, - 2,738 00 


Wear and tear, insurance, &c. 3,000 00 


_—_—__OO— = 


$11808 00 annual expense for 
pumping. 


ESTIMATE MARKED F. 
Cost of supply from Mystic Pond. 


Dam at the outlet of the pond, — - $2,000 00 
Canal, Gates, and Strainer, to take 
the water from the pond to the 
pumps, - - - - - 2,000 00 
. 9g O0OTOO 
Reservoir on Walnut tree Hill, 250 
feet square, 10 feet deep, - 18,000 00 
Land at.Mystic Pond, and for re- 
servoir at Walnut tree Hill, to- 
gether with land on which the 
pipe shall pass to Boston, _—-- 5,500 00 18,500 00 


Amount carried forward, 22,500 00 


Two Culverts, 
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Amount brought forward, 
Main pipe, 18 inches diameter, from 
the engine station, near Mystic 
Pond, to the reservoir on Wal- 
nut tree Hill, distance 8,250 
‘feet, at $7 33a foot, including 
lead, trenching, and all expenses 


eM hss ay is OU. ar 2 00 


Main pipe, 22 inches diameter, 
from Walnut tree Hill, to reser- 
voir on Beacon Hill, distance 
39,707 feet, at $9 02 per foot 
laid, including lead, trenches, lay- 
ing the pipe and refilling trench, 


Stone bridge to carry the pipe 

across Charles River, - - 14,000 00 
Arches and additions required to 

cross over the sluice gates of the 
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Two Steam Engines (76 horse 
power each) cylinders 48 inches 
diameter, 94 feet stroke, with 2 
pumps, each 18 inches diameter, 
8 feet stroke, which will deliver 
with ordinary use, 2,500,000 gal- 
lons of water a day, to the re- 
servoir on Walnut tree Hill, 
$35,000 each, - - - 70,000 00 
Buildings for steam engines and 
pumps, including coal houses and 
shop, and tools for smallrepairs, 20,000 00 


ESTIMATE MARKED G. 


Main pipe, 22 inches diameter from 
Spot Pond to Reservoir on Wal- 
10 


358,157 00 


22,500 00 


418,629 00 


23,493 00 


$554,622 00 


Cost of supply from Spot Pond united with Mystic Pond. 


: si f 4 kt 
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nut tree Hill, distance, 16,789 


feet, 3 miles at $9 02 a foot, 


including lead for joints trench- 

ing and laying pipe and refilling 

trench, - - ~ - 
Rock cutting in trench near the 


Pond, - . Z x ‘ 
Dam and apparatus for taking water 
from Spot Pond, - - - 


Stone bridge to carry pipe across 
Medford River, — - - - 
Reservoir on Walnut tree Hill, 250 
feet square, 10 feet deep, - 
Main pipe, 15 inches diameter, from 
pumping works at Mystic Pond 
to Iteservoir on Walnut tree Hill, 
distance 8,250 feet, (i miles) 
at $4 32 per foot laid, including 
cost of lead, trenching and laying, 
Steam engine, (76 horse power,) 
cylinder 48 inches diameter, 
stroke 94 feet, with 2 pumps, 18 
inches diameter, 8 feet stroke, 
capable of delivering 2,500,000 
gallons of water a day to the Re- 
servoir on Walnut tree Hill, - 
Building for steam engine and 
pumps, including coal house and 
shop and tools for small repairs, 
Main pipe, 22 inches diameter, from 
Walnut tree Hill to Reservoir 
on Beacon Hill, distance 39,707 
feet, es miles at $9 02 per foot 
laid, including lead for joints, 
trenches, laying the pipe and re- 
filling trench, - - - - 
Stone bridge to carry pipe over 
Charles River, - - 
Arches and additions required to 
cross the sluiceways at the Mill- 
dam, - - - - - 
Two culverts, - - - - 
Land for Reservoir on Walnut tree 
Hill, and at the engine house in 


Amount carried forward, 


$152,436 00 
1,007 00 » 
1,209 00 
5,000 00 


13,000 00 


35,640 00 


35,000 00 


10,000 00 


358,157 00 


14,000 00 


8,493 00 
1,000 00 


(COS pe ceee mee on jee 
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$634,933. 00 
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Amount brought forward $634,933 00 
Medford, together with land over 
which the pipe shall pass, added 
to our assumed value of Spot xe ¢ 
Pond, - “ - - - 80,000 00 = 80,00 


0 00 


BGP AD far Cer fer. Cor Li vbeg | ed NPTAS933 000, 
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Yearly cost of pumping 650,000 gallons a day for six years, . « 
but which, for the purpose of distributing the expense through 
the whole period of ten years, we take at 390,000 a day for ten: 
years. 

Engineer, who will remain always 

at the works and keep the engine 

in order at all times for use, - $S00 00 
The supply will be furnished by the 

engine working constantly for 48 

days, but it will perhaps be more 

convenient to work in the day 

time only, for, say, 100 days. 

This will require 2 firemen or 

assistants to the engineer at $1 50 

each per day, - - ~ - 300 00 
Coal to raise 390,000 gallons a day, 

or 142,350,000 a year, 150 feet 

high, 79 chaldrons at $10 00 per 

chaldron, - - - - 790 00 
Wear and tear, beyond that which 

will be made good by the engi- 

neer constantly employed, and 

paid as above, together with oil, 

and small expenses, and insur- 


Sameeeenseee es OF) here BEG 1,000 00 =. 2,890 00" 


$2,890 00 


PAPER MARKED H. 
Showing the durability of Iron Pipes. 


Extracts from minutes of Evidence taken before the select Com- 
mittee of the House of Commons, on the supply of water to the 
Metropolis in 1821. 


7 
ae / 
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Evidence of William C. Mylne, Esq., Engineer to the New 
River Company. 

Q. Have there been any experiments made at any time re- 
_ specting iron pipes, that ascertain the extent of their dura- 
bility ? A. None have worn out yet, they have been down 30 
or 35 years. I have seen parts of pipes that have been 80 years 
under ground, perfectly good. 

They corrode in some places, but not in others, that depends 
upon the soil in which they are put? Yes. 

Have you seen any instance of decay in the iron pipes? 
Nothing worth mentioning. 

Have you ever known any expense incurred in repairing iron 
pipes? There is a small expense: there is a contraction and 
expansion takes place with every change of the season, and when 
they were screwed together they become one rod, and_ pulled 
themselves asunder every winter ; now passing into each other 
with socket joints, the effect of expansion is not perceivable. 

They are not screwed together now? No; the contraction 
on nine feet is so small, it does not affect the joint. | 


Evidence of Tuomas Simpson, Esq., Engineer to the Chelsea 
Company. 

Q. How long will a wooden pipe last, according to your ex- 
perience? A. According to my calculation, upon an average 
fifteen years. 

What experience have you had of iron? Forty years, and I 
have taken up and relaid iron that had been down forty years 
before. 

Have you found any corrosion in those pipes ? None whatever. 

And ts the water as good coming through iron pipes? Quite. 

You have had experience of iron pipes eiglity years ? I have 
taken up a pipe that had been forty years in the ground, and put 
it down again. 


[ The following papers were delivered in, and read. | 
| February 24th, 1821. 


In respect to the durability of cast iron pipes in the streets of 
London, | believe there exists no difference of opinion ; all the 
persons with whom I have conversed being confident that they 
will be.as perfect at the expiration of 100 years as they were in 
the first instance, but how far the joints will remain perfect, and 
the pipes answer all the purposes for which they were intended, 
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is a very difficult point to determine, from their having been in 
use so short a time. 

‘From the experience I have had I consider the capital ex- 
pended in the pipes to remain unalterable, having seen some 
which had been in use eighty years, so perfect that no corrosion 
was visible, but the contraction and expansion of the metal, with 
the temperature of the water with which they are filled, is con- 
stantly acting on the joints, the effects produced from which, in 
my opinion, will be equal to a complete relay in every thirty 
years ; for it must be considered, that as all such repairs must 
be executed without interferring with the supply of the town, it 
must therefore, be done under every disadvantage. 

It is also necessary to observe, that the velocity with which 
the water passes through the pipes, materially affects their future 
efficiency. In all pipes that I have seen, immediately connect- 
ed with engines, I have observed no material incrustation, there 
being nothing more than a thin film on the surface, resembling 
what is produced in the interior of a tea-kettle, but in pipes, 
where the velocity is not so great, a material incrustation takes 
place, and more particularly with Thames-water. 

In the New River water works, I have seen a sixteen inch 
pipe taken up, which had been down about twenty years ; it was 
reduced from incrustation, at least one inch in the diameter. 

In Kensington Gardens, I understand a five inch service pipe 
was laid down of iron, in the year 1751, and it was in 1819 
taken up from inefficiency, being reduced to about three inches 
in diameter in many parts of its length, which consequently af- 
fected the utility of the whole. A similar circumstance happen- 
ed at Windsor palace. 

These are the only instances with which I am acquainted, but 
if such should be the case with all the pipes in the streets of 
London, there will not only be an annual expenditure in coals 
(or other ways) to overcome the temporary resistance arising 
from such incrustation, but also a complete relay, for the pur- 
pose of cleansing, once in about fifty years. 

I must also observe, on the capital employed in cocks, which 
is by far the most perishable, a considerable part of them being 
made of wrought iron, from the experience I have had, the 
screws will all require to be renewed within seven years, and 
the doors fresh faced, which may be considered as being equal 
to a complete renewal of that portion of the capital in every ten 


years. 
(Signed) WILLIAM CHADWELL MYLNE. 
February, 1821. 
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In my evidence of Friday, the 16th instant, in answer to a 
question respecting the duration of iron pipes, I stated ‘* that 
iron pipes would not require repairs.”’ This question, 1 under- 
stood related to the time that iron pipes would last, without a 
reference to the repairs, and I beg to state there will be an ex- 
pense attendant on the repairs of iron pipes. With respect to 
their duration, I have not had sufficient experience to fix a peri- 
od, but what I have taken up, did not appear to be diminished 
in substance. 


The following are three particular instances of the construc- 
tion of the orifices of iron pipes, which came under my observa- 
tion :— 

In the year 1789, in consequence of the great difficulty ex- 
perienced in supplying Windsor Castle with water, I was order- 
ed by the surveyor general of his Majesty’s office of works, to 
ascertain the cause, if possible. ‘The engine which supplies the 
castle is working by the fall of the river Thames, and the ptimps 
are supplied from a spring. Upon examination, I found the leaden 
conveyance pipe for the engine to the castle, very defective, and 
recommended two and a half inch iron pipe to be substituted, 
which was done. In the year 1816, the same deficiency of sup- 
ply took place as in 1789, but not from the same cause. I had, 
from my observations, experienced the incrustation of iron pipes, 
and concluded the pipe was almost stopped; and having recom- 
mended the pipe to be taken up, I ascertained the orifice was lit- 
tle more than one inch in diameter, the incrustation being nearly 
equal all round the internal surface of the pipe. 

In the year 1791 it was found necessary to take up and relay 
a twelve inch iron main (of flanch pipes, which were originally 
laid down in the year 1746) from the Chelsea water works en- 
gine to the Reservoir in Hyde Park, in consequence of the 
joints being perished. ‘The incrustation on the internal surface 


of this main was in irregular lumps, and upon an average about. 


half an inch thick ; the diameter of the pipe being contracted to 
nearly eleven inches. 

In the year 1819 the difficulty of supplying the Reservoir in 
Kensington Gardens, near the palace, had increased to such an 


extent, that it became absolutely necessary to ascertain the cause ;__ 


and’ having taken the proper steps, I found the pipe was con- 
tracted by incrustation. The pipe was originally five inches 
diameter ; and from the Chelsea water work books was laid by 
government in the year 1751. The pipe was contracted to three 
inches diameter, and the incrustation covered the internal surface 
in irregular lumps. 


.- .- 
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From the foregoing observation an inference may be drawn, 
that the incrustation on the internal surface of iron pipes will, in 
the course of fifty years, so contract the orifices, that it will be 
absolutely necessary for the pipes to be taken up, cleaned and 
relaid, during which process some of them may be injured. It 
had long been discovered, in the instance of the pipe which sup- 
plies the Reservoir in Kensington Gardens from the Chelsea 
water works main, that great difficulty had arisen in making the 
service, and the cause was unknown until the pipe was examined, 
so that the incrustation had, it must be presumed, originated 
some years before that period. It is necessary to observe, that 
by the progressive incrustation and consequent contraction of the 
orifices of the pipes, the friction of the water passing through 
them will be increased, and either a greater power or longer time 
will be required to force the same quantity of water through iron 
pipes at the end of fifty years, than was originally allowed. Upon 
this computation it may be stated, that’ the progressive requi- 
site increase of power or of time, will occasion a correspond, 
ing increase of expense, which in the fiftieth year may amount 
to fifty per cent. more than was found sufficient in the first year. 
It is also necessary to observe, that this process of incrustation 
in iron pipes is calculated upon a supposition that the River 
Thames water only is used in the pipes. 

(Signed) THOMAS SIMPSON, 
Inspector General to Chelsea Water Works. 
February 24th, 1821. 


Thomas Simpson, Esq., continued. 


Q. You were the inventor of the spigot and fosset joint ? 
A. Iwas. 

How long ago did you lay them down? I tried some experi- 
ments six or seven and thirty years ago, and then I laid a long 
main for Chelsea water works. 

And you have never found them want repair? ‘Those that 
were laid down for the Chelsea water works were taken up and 
relaid after twenty-seven years, but the first that I laid down, 
had been laid down six or seven and thirty years, and I never 
knew them fail yet. 

Was this experiment on a large scale? No; the first I tried 
was with some joints we could not make stand in any other way ; 
and we run them in lead and it has not failed. 

Is it upon a large scale? No, it was one joint I tried. 

You still use the oakum behind the lead? Yes. 

You tried one joint at first? Yes; it answered for seven 
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years and never leaked ; and then I ventured on laying a main, 
perhaps 1,500 or 1,600 yards, for the Chelsea water works. 

How long ago was that? ‘T'hey had been down twenty-seven 
years ; they were taken up two years ago, and relaid in Pall 
Mall. ; 

This main was down about twenty-seven years? Yes; about 
1,500 yards long. 

New joints were put to them when they were relaid ? 

They were relaid in Pall Mall, then they were joined in the 
same manner with lead. 

When you took them up you found no defects in the joints ? 
None whatever. 

And they had been down twenty-seven years? Yes. 

Your experiment of thirty-seven years does not go beyond one 
joint ? Two or three joints, perhaps, I tried the experiment on. 


William Anderson, Esq., Engineer to Grand Junction Com- 
pany. | 

Q. You have spoken of the decay of a particular pipe which 
had begun to oxydate or rust ; was it owing to its being in cal- 
careous or siliceous earth ? A. No, I think not; but it was the 
inside of the pipe that oxydated. 

It is probable that iron pipes might not decay in argillaceous 
earth ; have you ascertained how it will be in calcareous earth ? 
No, * have not ; itis more from the interior of the pipe that we 
expect decay. 

Have you had many instances of the bursting of a pipe? We 
have had a few. 

That is an accident which occasionally happens to iron pipes ? 
Yes ; but it is occasioned by frost when it does take place, from 
the contraction. 

In point of fact, have you had many pipes burst? We have 
had a few. 


(Note by Commissioners.) 


The expense of relaying, will not probably exceed 20 per 
cent. on the whole first cost of the pipes, laid, and as this will 
not require to be.done, according to the above evidence, under 
at least 40 years, it is too inconsiderable to form any serious ob- 
jection to iron pipes. 
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PAPER MARKED I. 


Boston, September 2, 1837. 


Daniet TREADWELL, ? 
James F. Batpwin, Commissioners, &§c. 
NatHan Hate, Bsavinns, 4 


GENTLEMEN, 

The President and Directors of the Middlesex Canal have 
considered your communication, dated August 22d, in which 
this question is proposed: ‘* What sum of money will be taken 
by the proprietors of the Canal, as a compensation for all dam- 
age they may sustain from the Water of Long Pond being di- 
verted from its present course ?”’ 

This pond is the main source of Concord River ; the river is 
the source of the canal throughout its length. The total diversion 
of the water of the pond would probably deprive the canal of 
nearly all its water. A partial diversion would sometimes pro- 
duce nearly the same effect, that is, in dry seasons, when there 
is not a drop to spare, if the canal be kept in use. One of your 
number is, perhaps, better informed than this board is, on this 
subject. . 

As the inquiry goes to the full extent of the whole value of 
the canal, in some views, it would be exceedingly difficult to 
state a sum as a compensation. It wonld be, first, necessary to 
know precisely, what quantity of water your proposed object 
would divert ; and then to know what effect that diversion might 
have on the canal’s interest. 

Acting only representatively, this board cannot speak with any 
authority as to the views of the proprietors, this subject not being 
within the commonly delegated powers. But speaking individ- 
ually, the members beg leave to say, that anything within their 
power, tending to accomplish the valuable purpose of your com- 
mission, would be most willingly undertaken by them. 

Most respectfully, gentlemen, 
Your obedient servant, 


PETER O. THACHER, 
President of the Corporation of Middlesex Canal. 
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ESTIMATES MARKED J. 


Cost of supply from Long Pond. 


Acqueduct from Long Pond to Corey’s Hill in Brookline. 
Acqueduct of brick, as shown fig. 1 on plan, Iron pipe 


across Charles River and Brighton valleys. 

Open Canal next Pond, 2000 feet = 18,518 cu- 
bic yards, a 20 cts.,_ - - - - - 

Earth work in the 25. sections, exclusive of mud 
cutting for base of embankments, all the em- 
bankments and excavation for pipes as follows. 


43,703 60 


Price. Cubic Yards. Cost. 
Earth cutting, at 10 cts. 1,493 149 30 
PR gee he 38,552 5,782 80 
a6 $4), BO até 91,258 14,601 28 
$8 68 1789091129 3420 22,001 40 
“s *. 18 ** 420,740 75,733 20 
£4 SOD wi § 15,291 2,905 29 
«6 “90 * 15,336 3,073 20. 


Rock cutting “ $1 25 12,199 15,248 75 


ee 


Mud cutting for base of Embankments, the Em- 
bankments and excavations for pipes, as follows, 
Plinioatting ste: at 15 cts. 56,013 8,401 95 


1G 2.975 364 00 

a Sep ORT Oi BS,007 5,611 19 

se £&, 86 20> '&o. 192,349 6,469 80 
Back filling over Hy work in 

earth cutting, - - - 18,615 50 

Back filling in rock cutting, - 400 00 

Back filling in pipe sections, “ 258 60 

Brick Work. 


Form, cylindrical, thickness 8 inches, interior diam- 
eter, 4.60 feet—14.44 ft. circumference on 

‘ inside—mean circumference 16.54 27,250 
bricks to 100 feet lineal. Open area of cross 

- section 16} feet. 

Bricks delivered at Worcester rail 


road, per 1,000 - . $8. 00 
Carrying on rail-road, and carting 

per 1,000 ~ - - - 1 00 
Equal to 9 00 


Amount carried forward, 


139,495 22 


20,846 94 


19,274 10 


$183,319 86 


83 


Amount brought forward, 
Hydraulic lime 2} casks to 1,000 bricks, 
Cost in Boston per cask, ¢3 00 
For delivery on line, 16 
3 16 per cask. 
$3,16 X24 = $7,90 for lime to 


1,000 bricks, - 7 90 
Laying bricks and tiading, 
per 1,000 - - $3 33 
4 cubic ft. sand to 1,000 bricks 
per 1,000_ - - 15 
Puddling about brick work, 
per 1,000 - - 22 
| -—— 3 70 
Whole cost per 1,090 bricks, } $20 60 


Equal to—$561 3634 per 100 feet, which multi- 
plied by 52.8— 499, 640 per male, 15 miles and 
1,600 feet, : cdl 

2 sections of pipe across the palletes: 

30 inch diameter, 2,470 feet = 
(including Rene: and laps) 2,692 
feet, at 11 303 per foot, - - $30,433 00 

Lead for 299 joints, at 127 lbs. 
each—37,973 lbs. lead at 63 cts. 2,468 24 

Laying and legne rp Ont at 


$2,00 = : 598 00 
Guard Gates and Strainer, - - 1,200 00 
Bridge over Charles river, - - 11,108 00 
Other bridges and culverts, - - 6,160 00 


Water rights, land and land damages, - - 
8 openings for letting off waACaR, at 
$718 each, - - - 5,744 
15 Ventilating Pipes, at 490, - 300 
Branches and Gates at mouth of Aqueduct for 
discharging into the 2 portions of Reservoir, - 


Whole cost of Brick Havens from eee Pond 
to Corey’s Hill, - - 


$183,319 86 


453,581 00 


33,499 24 


18,468 00 
110,000 00 
6,044 00 


1,436 00 


- $806,348 10 


—— 


If built of stone as shown at fig. 2 on plan. 


Open Canal next pond, 2,000 feet, — 18,518 cu- 
bic yards, at 20 cents, - - - - - 


Amount carried forward, 


3.703 60 


a a en 


43,703 60 
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Amount brought forward, $3,703 60 


Earth work in the 25 sections, exclusive of mud 
cutting for base of embankments, all the em- 


bankments and excavation for pipes, as follows, 
Price. Cubic Yards. Cost. 


Earth cutting, at 10 cts. 2,380 23S 00 
“ 615 66 72,327 10,849 05 
Pe rade 2 RA, 162,477 25,996 32 
Wy ee AS 190,554 32,394 18 
wo. 6 18% 561,431 101,057 58 
cc eg 30,190 5,736 10 
“c 6 90 & 28,027 5,605 40 
Rock cutting, $1 25 14,330 17,912 50 


- 199,789 13 
Mud cutting for base of embankments, the em- 

bankments, and excavation for pipes, the same 

as for brick structure, - - - - 20,846 94 
2 sections of pipe across the satiny 30 inch di- 

ameter, 2,470 feet, (including slopes and laps) 

2,692 feet, at $11 30} per foot, $30,433 00 - 
Lead for 299 joints, at 127 lbs. | 


each, = 37,973 lbs. at 635 - 2,468 24 
Laying and leading 299 ge at 
$2 ODeach, -  - : 598 00 
—— 33,499 24 
Guard Gates and Strainer, - - 1,200 00 
Bridge over Charles River, - 11.108 00 
Other Bridges and Culverts, - 6,160 00 
| —— 18,468 00 
Back filling over stone work in earth. 
cutting, - : - - 18,615 50 
Back filling over stone work in rock 
cutting, - - - - - 400 00 
Back filling in pipe sections, - 258 60 
-——— 19,274 10 
Stone Work. 


Form—rectangular—side walls 4 feet a part, 2§ 
feet high and 1% feet thick, with a semicircular 
arch covering, 2 feet radius,area of cross section 

16} feet. Bottom formed of 3 stones 1 foot 
thick. Those under the side walls 33 feet long. 
Middle one, 2 feet long. 

Bottom and side walls, per foot lineal, 16.50 cu- 
bic feet. 

Arch do. 12.95 cu- 
bic feet. 


ne ca ee a ee Cane a EN 


Amount carried forward, "$295,581 O1 
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Amount brought forward, $295,581 O1 


Bottom and side walls, at $3 OO per perch, 1 98 
pr. foot in length. 

Arch at $4 OO per perch, 2 07 
pr. foot in length. 

Cost pr. foot in length, $4 05 

Cost of stone work laid per 100 feet at 4 05 
pr. foot, is $405 00. 

Cost of ditto per mile, is $21,384 

Puddling clay 31 cubic feet—Gravel 14 cubic 
feet per foot in length. 

Cost of clay 75 cts. a cubic yard=86 cents and 
gravel 33 cts. a load—=17 cts. a foot lineal— 
making $1,03 a foot lineal. Mixing clay and 

_ putting it about the stone 40 cts. afoot. Put- 
ting gravel into trench, and packing about the 
stone 12 cts., making 40+12—52 cts. Mak- 
ing for puddling per foot $1,55—per. 100 feet 
($155.x52.8) per mile= - $6,184 00 

To which add stone work per mile, 21,384 00 


Gives cost of stone structure per 


mile, - - $29,568 00 
15 miles and 1 ,600 oak or stone 

Aqueduct at 499, 568 00 pr. mile, 452,480 00 
8 openings for letting off water at 

at $718 00 each, - - - 5,744 00 
15 ventilating pipes a $20 00 each, 300 00 


Water rights, land and damages, - 110,000 00 
Branches and gates at mouth of 
aqueduct for discharging into the 


2 portions of Reservoir, - 1,436 00 117,480 00 
Whole cost of stone piueduct, from Long Pond 

to Corey’s Hill, - - - - - $865,541 O1 

Reservoir on Corey’s Hill, as in estimate marked D. 
Excavation, - - - - - - - $8,277 60 
Puddling, - - - - - - - 2,390 00 
Slope Walls, - - - - - - - 6,136 00 
Berm and back drain, - - - - - 1,728 00 
Discharging Pipe, - - - - - - 472 00 


Amount carried forward, $19,003 60 
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Amount brought forward $19,003 60 r 
Land for reservoir, only, - - 2,000 00 


$21,003 60 
Main pipe from Reservoir on Corey’s Hill to re- 
servoir on Beacon Hill, as in estimate marked 


3) | 20 BR <2) ee 
Recapitualation. 

Brick Aqueduct, - - - - - $806,348 10 

Reservoir on Corey’s Hill, - - - - 21,003 60 

Pipe from Corey’s Hill to Boston, - - 189,279 00 


$1,016,630 70 


PAPER MARKED K. 
Distribution in the City. 
Reservoir on Beacon Hill. 
100 feet < 100 in clear and 10 feet deep. 
Excavation 7,260 cubic yds. a 10 
cts. over value of earth, - - $726 00 
Wall for foundation of outside wall 
13 feet deep 1 — 7 feet thick 
== 38,948 piste! feet at 20 cts. 7,789 60 
Aeoundation walls for bottom of Re- 


servoir. 19 walls 2 feet thick— 
100 feet long 30,400 cubic feet 


‘at 20 cts. - 6,080 00 
Bridging or bottom stone 10 ,000 
cubic feet at 30 cts. - - 3,000 00 


‘Outside main walls hewed bed and 
build 4 x 10 x 424 = 16,960 


cubic feet at 50 cts. - : 8,480 00 
Brick bottom 2 courses 90 thousand , 
‘¢ sides OZ Si 
157 “am. at 
$20 per m laid, —- - : 3,140 00 
Roof of Wood (Slated,)  - - 3,124 00 
Land for Reservoir, - - - 39,200 00 $71,539 60 


ee ces an 


Amount carried forward, $71,539 60 
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| Amount brought forward, 
Reservoir on Fort Hill. 
65 feet clear. To hold 50,000 
cubic feet, 15 feet deep. 
1 Concentric division or pier Wall. 
Excavation 3,540 yds. at 20 cts. 


above the value of the earth, - $708 00 
Bricks 245,500 at $20 laid in ce- 

ment, - - - “ - 4,910 00 
Plastering bottom and sides, - 500 00 
Covering with earth 5 feet deep 

712 yds. at 15 cts. - - $106 80 


Tron Pipes. 


20 inch main pipe from Beacon to Fort Hill. 
2,400 feet 2,541 aria laps 


at $6 53 per foot, - - $16,592 73 
Lead for 282 joints at 60 a each | 

iegaueoke,. -- -  - «1,099 80 
Laying pipe at $2 00 per joint, - 564 00 
Digging trench and refilling and 

paving at 30 cts. lineal foot, = - 720 00 
3 stop cocks at $200— 600, and 

lead and setting $38 94, - 638 94 


Whole length of streets, 253,477 feet, 


Less, not built upon, 30,000 
aeasuay, ©: 

944 feet of 12 inch main at $3, 48 per ft. 

of pipe, - - 3,285 12 
2,520 lbs. Mad at Src cts. per lb. 163 80 
Laying 105 joints, at $2, - - 210 00 
11,954 feet 10 inch main, at $2,69 32,156 26 
21,264 Ibs. lead, at 64 cts. per lb. 1,382 16 
Laying 1,329 joints, at $2, - - 2,658 00 
4,876 feet 8 inch main, at $1,73, 8,435 48 
7,046 lbs. lead, at 64 cts. - - 457 99 
Laying 542 joints, at $1,50, - 813 00 
22,754 feet 6 inch main, at $1,36, 30,945 44 
25,290 lbs. lead, at 64 cts. - - 1,643 85 


Amount carried forward, 


871,539 60 


6,224 80 


3,658 92 


36,196 42 


a ee re net 


$146,941 68 


838 


Amount brought forward, $146,941 68 
Laying 2,529 joints, at $1,50,_—- 3,793 50 
————._ 36,382 79 
82,056 feet 4 inch service ide at 
32 cts. - 67,285 92 
73,080 Ibs. lead, at 6} cts. - 4,750 20 
Laying 9,135 joints, at $1,25, - 11,418 75 
Le sl. SEAS HST 
214,712 feet 3 inch service pipe, 
at 60 cts. - - - 128,827 20 
119,370 lbs. lead, at 64 cts. - 7,759 05 
Laying 23,874 joints at $1 25, - - 29,842 50 
=, 166 498 75 
Digging and covering 38,650 feet 
of the 12, 10, 8 and 6 inch Binge 
at 50 cts. per foot. - 11,595 00 
285,765 feet 4 and’3 inch service 
pipe, less 41, 059 laid by side of 
main, 244,715 feet at 25 cts. - $61,178 75 | 
—— |) aa Te 
Stop Cocks. 
2 of 12 inch at $88 each $176 
Lead and setting 16 
5 feet 4 inch pipe 4 $196 
27 of 10 inch - - - - 2190 
bey 83 d= i gi - - - 812 
Sat of Gar Hiei - - - - 2964 
194 0f4 “ - - - - 7961 
BAS Sot S260 coer pe Me ge or gt 15,460 
—— 29,583 00 
Fire Plugs. 
One to 500 feet of street, 447 at 
¢19, 1,00 each for Ber $20, 00 
each: - - 8,940 8,940 00 
Whole cost of distribution $544,504 84 


Conveying water to, and distributing it at South Boston. 
Main pipe from Washington street, through Northampton 
street, and over the South Boston Turnpike, to Broadway in 
South Boston. 
12,456 feet 8 inch ie at $1 73 


per foot, -* - 21,548 88 
26,296 ine lead, 64 cts. per Th - 1,709 24 
Laying 1,384 joints, a gl 50, - 2,076 00 


ad ed a en 


Amount carried forward, $25,334 12 
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Amount brought forward, $25,334 12 
Trenching and refilling 11,880 ‘ain 
at 20 cts. afoot, - - 2,376 00 
——--— $27,710 00 
8,226 feet of 4 inch service Pipe, at | 
82 cts., é 6,745 32 
9,140 Ibs. lead, at 64 cts. - - 594 10 
Laying 914 joints, at $1 25, - 1,142 50 
Trenching and pay ibe: at 25 cts. 
per foot, - - 1,980 00 
Siemens nf fat Rd 
,226 feet of 3 inch service pipe, at 
ae ig Fite - 4,935 60 
6,398 lbs. lead, at et gts. > - 415 87 
Layi ing 914 joints, at $1 25, - 1,142 50 
Trenching and PRIDE, at 25 cts. 
per foot, : 1,980 00 
aaa iy 2 Ro 
Stop Cocks, - - - - 1,000 00 1,000 00 
$47,645 89 


Additional pipe for the supply of the south part of the City 
and South Boston, 
551 feet 12 inch ae at #3 48 


per foot, - - $1,917 48 
1,769 lbs. of lead, at 64 cts. per lb. 115 00 
Laying 61 joints, at $2 00, - 122 00 
——— $2,154 48 
8,179 feet of 8 inch main, at $1 73 
per foot, - - - 14,149 67 
17,271 lbs. of deat at 64 cts. per. 
: iid iastsks bOD Ol 
Laying 909 states a 41 50, - 1,363 50 
Linley) GCOS ERE 
Digging 8,325 feet in length, with pealling and 
paving, at 30 cts. afoot, - - 2,497 50 
$21,287 76 


(The plan of distribution having been originally made on the 
supposition that the supply would be brought through Tremont 
Street, this estimate for additional pipes, which will be required 
in case the supply is introduced by way of the Mill Dam, was 
accidentally omitted in the recapitulation of the estimate, con- 
tained in the report, at page 39. In the same recapitulation 
there was an error in the estimate for lead, being $5,627, in ex- 
cess. Correcting the amount as there given, then the distribu- ’ 
tion will stand, including South Boston, $673,214 instead of 
$657,554. 
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PARTICULARS OF ANALYSES OF WATERS. 


Roxbury Labratory, May 24th, 1837. 
To James F. Batpwin, Ese., 


Drar Srr—Agreeably to my promise, I hasten to ‘give 
you in brief, the results of my analyses of the six specimens of 
water which have been received by me. Some experiments on 
the vegetable matter contained in several of the samples are 
in progress, and some time will necessarily elapse before its na- 
ture ‘can be fully ascertained. Enough information relative to 
these specimens to enable you to make a choice of your source 
of supply from them, it is hoped, is contained in the following. 
I defer to a future time a more detailed account of their chemical 
qualities. 

With much respect, 
(Signed) A. A. HAYES. 


Specimen No. 1. [Punkapaug Pond.] A slightly turbid. 
water, of a light yellowish tint, and faint earthy odor, which dis- 
appears by exposure to air. 

100,000 lbs. of this water give by proper processes, 2,964 
pounds measures of mixed gases, compqnas of 


Carbonic acid gas, - . Ma 1988 
Nitrogen a - - - - 904 
Oxygen ¢ - - - - 72 2964 


This mode of stating by bulks is preferred to the more usual 
mode by cubic inches, on account of the ease with which the 
mind perceives the relation of the dissolved gas to the volume of 
water assumed. 

100,000 lbs.of this water, by slow evaporation, gives a light 
brown, earth like matter, which dried at 212° F. weighs 3.00 
Ibs. 


When this matter is heated, the vegetable remains are burnt, 
and there remains of solid matter, but 1.20 lbs. 
1.20 lbs. by careful analysis, afford 
Of Sulphate of Lime (Gypsum) 0.32 lbs. 
Sulphate of Soda (Glaubers Salt) 


Chloride Sodium. (Common Salt) 0.36 
Muriate Magnesia (Bittern) 0.08 
Silicious earth with clay, Ds a, 
Unconsumed coal and trace of Ox- 
ide of iron, | 0.24 1.20 lbs. 


rd > 


No. 2. [Neponset River.] The color of this specimen was 
nearly the same as No. 1, its odor was less distinctly earthy. 
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100,000 Ibs. contain of mixed gases, 2,386 pounds bulk. 


Consisting of Carbonic acid gas, 289 
Nitrogen qs 2025 
_ Oxygen * 72 
Of saline matter, dried at 212° IF’. 5.24 Ibs. when ignited for 
destroying vegetable matter, 2.47 
Containing Sulphate of Lime, 0.34 
Sulphate of Soda and ? 
Chloride of Sodium  § 0.42 
Carbonate of Lime, 0.40 
Silicious earth, clay and magnesia, 1.31 
2.47 
No. 3. [Spot Pond.] Nearly colorless, no odor. 
100,000 lbs. contain of mixed gases, 2892 pound bulks. 
Consisting of Carbonic acid gas, 1084.6 
Nitrogen Fs 1355.6 
Oxygen af 451.8 


Of matter well dried at 212° I. 1.80 Ib. which becomes of dry 
saline matter, 1.01 lbs. consists of 


Sulphate of Soda, 0.252 
Sulphate of Lime, 0.060 
Carbonate of Lime and silicious earth, 0.635 
Chloride of Sodium, 0.063 1.010 


ee ces we em ee 


No. 4. [Charles River.] Nearly colorless, has no percep- 
tible odor, is more brisk and sparkling than either of the speci- 
mens. 

100,000 Ibs. give by repeated trials, 3,741 pound bulks of 
mixed gases, which were decomposed into Oxygen, 2040 

Nitrogen, 1701 

A trace of carbonic acid only, can be observed, the excess of 
Oxygen is an unusual fact. 3.32 Ibs. result from the evaporation 
of 100,000 lbs. at 212° F. 

This weight is reduced by heating to 1.80 lbs. consisting of 


Sulphate of Soda, 0.06 x 2 = 0.12 lbs. 
Chloride of Sodium, 0.29 x 2— 0.58 
Carbonate of Lime, 0.42 x 2 = 0.84 


°O.13 K Q== 0.26 


Siliceous earth, clay. and trace 
iron and magnesia, 


For 50,000, 90 1.80 
No. 5. [Long Pond.] Resembles No. 4, in physical prop- 
erties. 
100,000 lbs. contain of mixed gases, 2,169 pound measures 
of foreign and saline matter, dried at 212° F. 3.033 lbs. at red- 
ness, 2.108 lbs. | 
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By weight of each ingredient, 


100,000 Ibs. by pound bulks, Sulphate of Lime, _ 0.193 

Carbonic acid gas, 361 Chloride of Sodium, 0.533 

Nitrogen be 1G27 Carbonate of Lime, 0.266 
Oxygen *¢ 181 2169 Silecious earth, clay 

and magnesia, 1.100 

Sulphate of Soda, 0.016 

2.108 


No. 6. [Farm Pond.] Incolor is darker than well water, 
it has no odor or taste. 

100,000 Ibs. afford of mixed gases 3,000 pound measures, or 
Nitrogen gas, 2,710. Carbonic acid, in very small proportion is 
present. Its bulk could not be ascertained. Oxygen gas, 290. 

100,000 Ibs. evaporated to dryness at 212° F., leave 5.36 
Ibs. The vegetable matter being consumed, 4.46 Ibs. of light 
earthy matter remains. 

This separated into its constituents, gives of 


Carbonate of Lime, 1 h20 
Sulphate of Soda, 0.30 
Chloride of Sodium, 0.56 
Silicious earth and clay, 2.40 4.46 


Each sample of water operated on weighed over 7 lbs. avoir. 
in cases of doubtful accuracy, two trials were made, and separate 
portions of water were at all times used for discovering what 
substances were contained. The extreme purity of the speci- 
mens has much retarded the experiments. 


(Signed) A.A. H. 


Boston, February 5, 1837. 


Chemical examination of water from an Artesian Well of 
South Cove Hotel, Boston. 

The water in question was brought to me by Mr. N. Ham- 
mond. It was observed to be white and milky when first brought 
to me, from the presence of particles of marly clay, suspended 
in the water. In the course of 24 hours, this subsided to the 
bottom of the bottles, and the clear water was poured off, for 
chemical analysis. By the usual process of testng, I found -it 
to contain 

Chloride of Sodium, or common Salt. 

Chloride of Calcium, or muriate of Lime. 

Sulphate of Lime, or Gypsum. 

Carbonate of Lime, dissolved by carbonic acid. 

‘Carbonate of Iron, a st ¢ sc 

Animal matter. 
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A pint of this water evaporated to dryness, in a glass basin, 
left seven grains of saline matter of a brown ‘color. During the 
evaporation, a very thin crust of carbonate of lime, formed on 
the inner surface of the glass. The saline contents of this water 
are such as are commonly found in the water of superficial wells 
in Boston. I do not know how much influence the crust formed on 
boiling this water will have on the Locomotive Engine boilers, 
but suppose, unless some means are devised to clean them occa- 
sionally, they will become encrusted with calcaseous matter, just 
as our tea kettles, in this city, become encrusted, by this depos- 
ite from the common well water. It is easy for you to calculate 
by the proportion contained in one pint of this water, how much 
will be deposited by this water used in an engine per diem. 
The crust formed hy boiling one pint is equal to about one grain 
of carbonate of lime, and if the water is evaporated to dryness, 
each pint will deposite 7 grains of saline matter, about half of which 
amount may be re dissolved, on introducing fresh water into the 
boiler. 


Your ob’t serv’t, 


(Signed) CHARLES T. JACKSON. 
No. 21 Green Street. 


Result of a chemical analysis of the water from an Artesian 
Well in the work shop of the Worcester Rail Road Corporation. 


The water which was the subject of these experiments was 
quite turbid, from the suspension of a grayish white, minutely 
divided matter, resulting from the decomposition of micaceous 
rocks. When the suspended matter had subsided, a clear, color- 
less, and tasteless water was obtained. There was present the 
usual quantity of gaseous matter, the nature of which could not 
be ascertained, from the specimen sent having been exposed, but 
no noxious gas was found. 

10,000 lbs. of this water, contain of foreign substances, exclu- 
sive of all water, only pes lbs. or Jess than =~ lbs. 1,000 Ibs. 

If 10,000 lbs. were boiled in a clean vessel till no moisture 


remained 8 Ibs. would be left, as a portion of the water is 
chemically combined with the saline matter. 

qi Ibs. of the dry ingredients of this water, are resolved by 
analysis into 


94, 


1 

| 
o 
— 
or 


Chloride of Sodium, (common Salt, ) 
Chloride Magnesium, (bittern,) - - iy OT 
Chloride of Lime, (muriate of Lime,) : 
Sulphate of Soda, (Glaubers Salts,) - i) 151 9G ene 


' 

A 
a 
© 


Carbonate of Soda, (Sal Boda - - - .64 
Silica, (earth of flints,) - - - - 08 
Alumina, (pure clay,) - - - - - .03 

7.82 


The chemical composition of this water is such as to remove 
all doubt of its being affected by surface water, and denotes that 
its source is distant from the ocean. It contains a portion of 
carbonate of soda, a substance which very rarely occurs in waters. 
This salt is of aa alkaline nature and gives to the water a degree 
of softness, which renders it suitable for washing clothing, and 
more valuable for culinary purposes generally, than rain water from 
the roofs of buildings. 

Asa drinking water, it is preferable to the well waters ch the 
country, and very far superior to those of the city, indeed it is 
quite unusual to find a water, containing saline ingredients of so 
little injury to its qualities. Its composition indicates, that its 
action on metallic bodies in the way of corrosion, will be very 
slight, and if precautions are taken to avoid using any but the 
transparent water, the depositions which are produced when some 
waters are used in boilers, will not take place with this to any 
considerable extent. When 10 hhds. have been vapourized in a 
boiler, a suspended earthy matter, weighing, if dry, one fifth of 
a pound, will be obtained. 


3 Respectfully, 
(Signed, ) A. A. HAYES. 
Roxbury Laboratory, June 1, 1837. 


DanieL TREADWELL, Esq., 
Water Commissioner, §c. 


Dear Srr :—In answer to your inquiry respecting the 
water of the Artesian Well, at the depot on South Cove, I state 
that it never has been pure enough to use in Locomotive En- 
gines, it is quite muddy and contains too much salt. The latter 
is found encrusted on the outside of the boiler, wherever a leak 
occurs. The effect on the Engines is to cause them to foam, 
technically to prime, the water passes with the steam through 
the cylinders and out at the exhaust pipes in such wise that the 


power is completely nullified. This I attribute principally to 


the salt, as we find, that when the water has been allowed to set- 
tle, and becomes comparatively clear, an Engine will run well 
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15 or 16 miles, and then all at once, spout out the water, doubt- 
less owing to the fact that the water in the boiler has become 
more highly charged with salt, in consequence of the evaporation. 
Many persons have supposed that this water (the supply of 
which is copious and drawn from a depth of 132 feet) would 
improve by use, but thus far, it has grown worse, being now, 
much thicker than at first. The principal sediment is clay. 


Very respectfully, 
Your ob’t serv’t, 
J. F. CURTIS, Superintendent. 
December 1st, 1837. 


P. §. The superintendent of the machine shop states that 
when first pumped it is offensive to the smell. 
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CITY OF BOSTON. 


Office of the Auditor of Accounts, 
December 1, 1837. 


The Auditor of Accounts respectfully submits to 
the City Council his Annual Report of the Receipts 
and Expenditures of the City Government, during 
the financial year which terminated on the thirtieth 
day of April last. ‘The Documents marked A. B. C. 
D. and E, which accompany and make a part of this 
Report, exhibit full statements of the AppRopria- 
TIons granted by the City Council for the service of 
~ that financial year—the Income received by the City, 
from its various sources of revenue—the actual Ex- 
PENDITURES incurred during the year—the changes 
which have taken place in regard to the Pustic Dest 
of the City, and the actual condition of that Debt on 
the first day of May last. 

The aggregate amount received into the City 
Treasury, on account of the City of Boston, during 
- the last financial year, was - - 926,350 27 

There was, also, received into the 
Treasury,,on account of the County of 
Suffolk, the sum of - - - 31,136 80 
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Making the total amount of Re- 
CEIPTS, on account of the City and 
County, - - - - 

The actual Payments from the City 
Treasury, in behalf of the City of 
Boston, during the last financial year, 
amounted to - - 904,065 31 

And there was paid 
out, within the same year, 
on account of the Coun- 
ty of Suffolk, the sum 
of  - - - - 41,153 19 


Making the aggregate of Payments, 
during that financial year, on account 
of the City and County, amount to - 


And leaving an actual balance of 
money on hand in the City Treasury, 
on the first day of May, 1837, amount- 
ing to - - - - - : 


According to the statement contain- 
ed in the twenty-fourth Annual Re- 
port, the City Debt amounted, on the 
first day of May, 1836, to the sum of 

In the course of the last financial 
year, new loans were negociated, under 
various Orders of the City Council, to 
the amount of = - - _ 359,304 65 

And, during that year, 
various portions of the 


957,487 07 


945,218 50 


OE EF TREE) aT TRENT 


$12,268 57 


ae 


1,264,400 00 


City Debt, falling due, 
were paid off, and can- 
celled, amounting to 126,504 65 


Making an actual increase of the 
City Debt, within that year, to the 
amount of 232,800 00 


And leaving the total amount of the 
City Debt, on the first day of May, 
1837 $1,497,200 00 


By the statement in the last Annual 
Report, it appears that the Notes and 
Bonds held by, and payable to, the 
City, amounted to the sum of 84,279 12 

In the course of that 
year, new Notes and 
Bonds were received, re- 
sulting principally from 
the sales of the City 
Lands, amounting to 121,687 00 

A portion of the Notes 
and Bonds held by the 

‘ City fell due within the 
year, and were paid in, 


~ amounting to | 12,999. 67 


Making an actual increase of this 
property within the year, amounting to 108,687 33 
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And leaving the amount of Bonds 
and Notes held by, and payable to, the 
City, on the first day of May, 1837, at 
the sum of $192,966 45 


The aggregate amount of the City 

Debt, on the first day of May, 1837, 

was, as above stated, 1,497,200 00 
The amount of Bonds and Notes 

held by, and payable to, the City, on 

the same day, was, as above stated 192,966 45 
Leaving an actual balance against 

the City, on the first day of May last, 

amounting to $1,304,233 55 


All which is respectfully submitted to the City 
Council. 


WILLIAM HAYDEN, Jr. Aupiror. 


In Common Council, December 7, 1837. 


_ Read, and thereupon ordered, That the Auditor of 
Accounts be, and he is hereby, authorized to cause 
seven thousand copies of the Annual Report of the 
Receipts and Expenditures of the last financial year, 
_and the estimates of the current year, together with 


a particular statement of all City property, to be 
re 
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printed and distributed for the information of the In- 
habitants. 


Sent up for concurrence. 


PHILIP MARETT, President. 


In the Board of Aldermen, December 11, 1837. 


Read and concurred. 


SAMUEL A. ELIOT, Mayor. 


(A.) 


STATEMENT OF THE APPROPRIATIONS granted by 
the City Council, to meet the various objects of ex- 
penditure, during the financial year which commenced 
on the first day of May, 1836, and closed on the 


thirtieth day of April, 1837. 


For Salaries of the Instructers of all the Public 
Schools except the Primary Schools ;— 

Original Appropriation 56,500 00 

Subsequently withdrawn 2,500 00 


Pe ns ee 


_ For the Primary Schools ;— 


For repairs, fuel and other contingent expenses, 
of the Schools ;— 


Original Appropriation 9,000 00 
Subsequently added 1,000 00 
For repairs of Public Buildings ; 

Original Appropriation 4,000 00 
Subsequently withdrawn 1,000 00 


For completing two new School Houses, at the 
south part of the City ;— 

Original appropriation 12,000 00 

Subsequently added 1,400 00 


For the purchase of Land, and erection of 
buildings, for the accommodation of Primary 
Schools ;— 

Original appropriation 12,500 00 

Subsequently withdrawn 7,500 00 


Amount carried forward, 


54,000 00 
22,500 00 


10,000 00 


3,000 00 


13,400 00 


5,000 00 


107,900 00 
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Amount brought forward, 

For Burial Grounds, Public Tombs, and Fu- 
neral Cars ;— 

Original Appropriation 3,500 00 

Subsequently withdrawn 250 00 

For care and improvement of the Public Lands 
and preparing them for sale ;— 


Original appropriation 5,000 00 
Subsequently added 1,600 00 
For paving and repair of Streets ;— 

Original appropriation 35,000 00 
Subsequently added 23,000 00 


For widening and extending Streets, including — 


the expense of widening Tremont Street the 


last year ;— 

Original Appropriation 50,000 00 
Subsequently added 80,000 00 

130,000 00 
Subsequently withdrawn 3.000 00 
For completing the new part of Front street ;— 
Original Appropriation 4,000 00 
Subsequently withdrawn 1,200 00 
For Repairs of the Bridges belonging to the City; 
Original Appropriation 6,000 00 
Subsequently added 500 00 


For Salaries of all City. and County Officers ;— 

For City Watch ;— 

_ For Lamps, Oil and Superintendence ;— 

For Fixtures to extend the use of Gas, in Light- 
ing the Streets of the City ; | 

Original Appropriation 1,500 00 

Subsequently withdrawn 1,500 00 


Amount carried forward, 


107,900 00 


3,250 00 


6,600 00 


58,000 00 


127,000 00 
2,800 00 


6,500 00 
31,600 00 
25,000 00 
18,000 00 
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Amount Bibught forward, 386,650 00 
For the Fire Department, excluswe of Engine 
Houses ;— 
Original Appropriation 15,000 00 
Subsequently added 6,500 00 
mo — 21,500 00 
For the erection, rent and repairs of Engine and 
Hook and Ladder Houses ;— 
Original Appropriation 8,000 00 
Subsequently added 10,000 00 
a a 18,000 00 
For Bells and Clocks ;— 1,000 00 
For Constables ;— 2,000 00 
For care and improvement of the Common, Malls, 
Lands west of Charles Street, Copp’s Hill and 
Fort Hill ; 
Original Appropriation 2,000 00 
Subsequently withdrawn 400 00 
1,600 00 
For the construction of an Iron Fence around the 
Common, being about two thirds the probable cost 
of said Fence ;— 
Original Appropriation 30,000 00 
Subsequently added 35,000 00 
————— 65,000 00 
For Common Sewers, Wells and Pumps ;— 
Original Appropriation 4,000 00 
Subsequently added 7,000 00 
ad tf, 000400 
For building Reservoirs ;— 
Original Appropriation 10,000 00 
Subsequently withdrawn 500 00 
. -—— 9,500 00 
For the payment of two Annuities ;—one for the 
purchase of George’s and Lovell’s Islands, in 
Boston Harbor, the other as compensalion for a 
life Estate in land taken by the Culy ;— 625 00 
For payments for Militia Duty, under a law of the 
Commonwealth ;— 3,000 00 
For Printing and Stationary ;— 8,000 00 
Amount carried forward, 522,875 00 
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Amount brought forward, 

For introducing a supply of soft water ;— 

For the Internal Health Department, including 
sweeping the Streets, and removing house dirt 
and other nuisancees ;— 

For the External Health Department—expenses of 
Quarantine, including Repairs of the Buildings 
on Rainsford Island ;— 


Original Appropriation 2,000 00 
Subsequently added 1,500 00 
For Overseers of the Poor ;— 

Original Appropriation 13,200 00 
Subsequently withdrawn 3,500 00 


—- 


For the Directors of the House of dangles i 

For the House of Reformation ;— 

For preparing and furmshing the new building for 
the House of Reformation, and for laying out 
the lands about the House ; 

For altering and fitting up the west wing of the 
House of Correction, at South Boston ;— 

Original Appropriation 15,000 00 

Subsequently withdrawn 3,500 00 


For the County of Suffolk, including expenses of 
the Courts, Jails, House of Correction, and all 
other charges, except Salaries ;— 


For the payment of Interest on the Public Debt of 
the City ;— 

For the Reduction of the principal of the Public 
Debt of the City ;— 

For Incidental Expenses, and Miscellaneous 
Claims, not justly chargeable to any of the fore- 

| going heads of Appropriation ;— 
- Original Appropriation 

Subsequently added 


5,000 00 


Amount carried forward, 


3,000 00 


522,875 00 


4,000 00 


24,000 00 


3,500 00 


9,700 00 
23,200 00 
7,000 00 


3,800 00 


11,500 00 


31,500 00 


60,000 00 


15,000 00 


8,000 00 


124,075 00 
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Amount brought forward, 724,075 00 
For a Reserved Fund ;—to be applied to such 
purposes as the City Council may deem proper, 


subsequently to the passage of the Annual Ap- 
propriation Bull ;— 


Original Appropriation 11,650 00 
Subsequently withdrawn, and ad- 
ded to other appropriations 11,650 00 


Aggregate amount of the Appropriations, for 
the financial year 1836-37 $724,075 00 


Office of the Auditor of Accounts, December 1st, 1837. 


WILLIAM HAYDEN, Jr., Auniror. 


(B.) 


STATEMENT OF THE INCOME of the City of Boston, 
during the financial year which commenced on the 
first day of May, 1836, and closed on the thirtieth 
day of April, 1837. 


Balance of money in the hands of the City 


Treasurer, May Ist, 1836, (as per tem marked 


G. mm Treasurer’s Account) 


Income from Taxes ;— 


Amount received on account of the Tax 


ce <4 
ce ce 


of the year 
ce 


66 


1822 11 14 
1823 19 31 
1824 39 62 
1825 56 32 
1826 54 48 
1827 54 22 
1828 91 68 
1829 183 96 
1830 140 65 


1831 327 92 
1832 256 64 
1833 652 43 
1834 1,025 19 
1835 5,121 70 

8,035 26 
1836 407,680 84 


peat tre 


Making the whole amount of Taxes received 
during the year, (as per item marked H. in 
Treasurer’s Account) 


Amount carried forward, 


14,381 41 


415,716 10 


430,097 51 
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Amount brought forward, 
Bonds and Notes Recewable, paid in at the City 


Treasury, during the year ;— 


On accourt of sundry Bonds given 
by purchasers of Neck and Mill 


Pond Lands 8,535 82 


A Note given on account of a lot 

of land, or flats, near the Frank- 

lin School House 1,666 00 
On account of the sale of a House 

on Fort Hill, formerly purchased 

by the City for a Cholera Hos- 

pital 1,000 00 
In part payment of a Note given 

for a lot of land on South Mar- 


ket Street 1,000 00 
)n account of sales of sundry lots 

of land on Clinton Street 583 10 
On account of a Bond for a lot of 


_ land on Eliot Street 214 75 


Making the whole amount received for Bonps 
and Norss paid in, during the year (as per item 
marked I. in the Treasurer’s Account) 


Income from Interest ;— 


Received for Interest on various Bonps, Notes, 
and other debts due the City, and on deposites 
in Bank, during the year, (as per item mark- 
ed K. in the Treasurer’s Account,) 


Receipts for Loans authorized by the City Coun- 
cil ;—(for a more particular statement of 
which see Document marked D.) 

Loan made under Order of Oct. 5th, 

1835 30,000 00 

Under Order of November 12, 1835 10,000 00 

Under Order of December 14, 1835 35,000 00 


Under Order of March 31, 1836 15,000 00 
Under Order of April 25, 1836 40,000 00 
Under Order of July 14, 1836 97,304 65 


Amounts carried forward, 227,304 65 
3 


430,097 51 


12,999 67 


6,534 84 


449,632 02 
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Amounts brought forward, 227,804 65 449,632 02 
Under Order of July 25, 1836 60,000 00 
Under two Orders of Sept. 19, 1836 20,000 00 
Under Order of October 13, 1836 20,000 00 
Under Order of December 29, 1836 15,000 00 
Under Order of April 1, 1837 17,000 00 


Making the whole amount received from 
Loans, during the year, (as per itern marked L, 
in the Treasurer’s Account) 359,304 65 
Income from Rents ;— 
Amount received for Rents of the City Hall, 
viz :-— 


For the Post Office and 


Reading Room 2,125 00 
For the Offices in the 

Basement 1,360 43 
For the Cellars 1,165 00 
For apartment, and area, 

in the City Hall 211 50 


— 4,861 93 
For one year’s rent of the Cit 

Wharf near Faneuil Hall Market 10,000 00 
Rent of Stores under Faneuil Hall 4,560 00 
Rent of the Hall over Faneuil Hall 

Market 3,500 00 
Rent of the City’s Wharf, at the 

northerly part of Commercial 


Street 1,937 50 
Rent of Deer Island 400 00 
Rent of Mill Pond Lands 40 00 
Rent of Cellar under Ward Room in 

Ward 3 100 00 
Rent of Cellar under the Hancock 

School House 90 00 
Rent of a piece of land in Market 

Square 80 00 
Rent of part of Cellar under the 

Franklin School House 15 00 

- Rent of part of the Cellar under the 

Wells School House 12 50 
Rent of the City’s right in Winnis- 

immit Ferry 5 00 


Re a  ) RD 


Amounts carried forward, 25,601 93 808,936 67 
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Amounts brought forward, 


Amounts received for Rents of Stalls, 
Cellars, and Stands, at Faneuil 
Hall Market, and for use of the 
Public Scales, from April 1, 1836, 
to March 1, 1837, viz :— 


For Rents of Stalls 16,250 92 
For Rents of Cellars 4,439 81 
For Stands near the Mar- 

ket 770 97 
For use of the Public 

Scales 607 64 


Making the whole Mar- 

ket Income for the year 22,069 84 
In addition to which, 

there was paid over, 

by the Clerk of the 

Market, on account of 

Rents due since April 

1, 1837, the sum of 300 00 


Making the whole Re- 

ceipts fromthe Market, 

during the year 22,369 34 
Of this amount there was 

paid over to the Au- 

ditor, during a vacancy 

in the Office of Clerk of 

the Market, and credit- 

ed in the Auditor’s ac- 

count, as_ hereinafter 

stated, the sum of 1,055 76 


Leaving the amount of Market Rent 
received by the City Treasurer, at 
the sum of 


25,601 98 


21,313 58 


’ And making the whole amount received by 
the City Treasurer, for Rents during the year, 
(as per item marked M. in the Treasurer’s Ac- 


count) 
Tron Fence around the Common :— 


Received of individuals the various sums sub- 


scribed by them, towards the expenses of 


Amount carried forward, 


808,936 67 


46,915 51 


SS 


855,852 18 


20 


| Amount brought forward, 


erecting an Iron Fence around the Common, 
and the other improvements connected there- 
with, (as per item marked N. in the Treasur- 
er’s Account) 


Sale of Winnisimmit Ferry :— 


Received of the Winnisimmit Lands and Ferry 
Company, in full of the condiseration expres- 
sed in the Deed conveying to the said Com- 
pany all tle City’s right, title, and interest, 
in said Ferry, according to the terms of a con- 
tract entered into, between the City and said 
Company, bearing date November 16, 1831, 
(as per item marked O. in the Treasurer’s 
Account) 


- Violation of By-Laws :— 


Received as fines for violation of By-Laws of the 
City, (as per item marked P. in the Treasur- 
er’s Account) 


Receipts from the Auditor :— 


The moneys collected by the AupiTor of Ac- 
counts, and by him paid over to the City 
Treasurer, within the year, were derived from 
the following sources, viz :-— 


Amount received, in money, on account of 
various sales of City Lands made during the 
year ~ 14,650 64 

Received under the Contract for 
the sale of the House Offal of the 
City 3,250 00 

Amount received by the Auditor, 
for Drafts of the Mayor on the City 
Treasurer, to pay certain bills in ad- 
vance, under votes of the Committee 
on Accounts 1,800 00 

Received for sales of Dirt collect- 
ed from the Streets, for Stable Ma- 
nure, and other articles appertaining 
to the Internal Health Department 1,720 96 

Amount of Market Rents collect- 
ed by the Auditor, under authority of 


855,852 18 


16,242 00 


5,000 00 


100 00 


Amounts carried forward 21,421 60 877,194 18 


Amounts brought forward, 


the Mayor and Aldermen, during the 
vacancy in the Office of. Clerk of 
Faneuil Hall Market 

Received for two Engines sold 
from the Fire Department 

Received for sale of Stone, Gravel, 
&c. belonging to the Paving Depart- 
ment 

Received for work done by men 
and teams attached to the Internal 
Health Department, for abating nui- 
sances, Xc. | 

Received of the City Treasurer, 
(for the purpose of balancing the 
Books,) the amount of certain un- 
claimed drafts, which had been al- 
lowed and passed, but the payment 
of which subsequent circumstances 
rendered unnecessary 

Received for interest on the de- 
ferred payment of moneys due and 
payuble at the Auditor’s Office 

Received sundry subscriptions 
towards the expense of widening 
Franklin Street 

Received for rents of Neck Lands, 
and sales of Salt Grass from the 
Public Lands 

Received for reimbursement of 
expenses of sundry persons in the 
State Lunatic Hospital, at Worcester 

For sales of old buildings from 
land taken to widen Broad Street 

Received for assessment for Com- 
mon Sewers 

For articles sold from the House 
of Industry 

For a yoke of Oxen, purchased 
for building the House of Reforma- 
tion 

For subscription towards the ex- 
pense of the Iron Fence around the 
Common 


Amounts carried forward, 


21,421 60 


1,055 76 


700 OO 


625 30 


580 75 


561 88 


510 58 


50 00 


ss i ee 


877,194 18 


yay 


Amounts brought forward, 26,337 35 


Received for sales of refuse lum- 

ber employed in the exhibition of 

Fireworks, on the 4th July 50 00 
Received for old doors sold from 

the west wing of the House of Cor- 

rection 46 62 
Received one half the expense of. 

building a party wall, in connection 

with one of the Primary School 

Houses 39 73 
Received for sales of an old Car- 

pet, from the Mayor and Aldermen’s 


Room 38 26 
For old buildings, on land taken to 
extend Lincoln Street 16 58 


For old building sold from land on 
which the Johnson School House 


was erected 14 88 
For sundry articles sold from one 

of the Watch Houses 14 50 
Received for expenses of a person 

while sick at Rainsford Island 13 57 
Received for refuse Coal sold 12 00 


Received for temporary rent of an 
old House, which stood on land taken 
to widen Commercial Street 8 00 


Making the whole amount paid over to the 
Treasurer, by the Aupiror or Accounts, be- 
ing the amount received by him, on account of 
the City, during the year, (as per item marked 
Q. in the Treasurer’s Account) 

Fees for weighing ;— 

Amount paid over, within the year, by the 
Hayweigher for the Northern District, being 
one half the amount of Feces received by him, 
for Weighing, (as per item marked R. in the 
Treasurer’s Account) . 

Fees for Burials :— 

Amount paid over, within the year, by the 
Superintendent of Burial Grounds, being the 
amount received by him for fees for burials, 
and interment in the public Tombs, (as per item 
marked S. in the Treasurer’s Account) 


Amount carried forward, 


877,194 18 


26,591 49 


1,186 96 


1,291 20 


906,263 88 
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Amount brought forward 

Fees for Licenses, and Recording :— 

Amount paid over, within the year, by the City 
Clerk, being the amount received by him, 
for fees for Licenses and Recording, viz :— 

For recording Mortgages on personal _pro- 


perty 653 47 
Fees for publication of Marriages, 

and recording Births 568 36 
Fees from Alien Passengers 275 00 
Fees for Licenses of Dogs 180 00 
Licenses for various Public Ex- 

hibitions 84 00 
For Certificates under the City | 

Seal 31 00 
Fee for Quarantine of a Vessel 10 00 


Making the amount paid over by the City Clerk, 
(as per item marked T. in the T'reasurer’s 
Account) 

Militia Services :— 

Amount received of the Treasurer of the Com- 
monwealth, for Mixiria services, (as per 
item marked U. in the City Treasurer’s Ac- 
count) 


School Fund :— 


Amount received of the Treasurer of the Com- 
monwealth, for the City’s proportion of the 
annual income of the School Fund, (as per 
item marked V. in the City Treasurer’s Ac- 
count) 

Rainsford Island :— 

Amount received of the Commonwealth, to 
reimburse the moneys expended by the City, 
for repairs of the buildings on Rainsford 
Island, (as per item marked W. in the 
Treasurer’s Account) 


Amount carried forward, 


906,263 383 


1,801 83 


3,180 00 


1,523 24 


2,497 78 


915,266 68 
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Amount brought forward, 915,266 68 
State Paupers :— 


Amount received of the Commonwealth, for 
support of State Paupers, viz :— 
In the House of Industry 7,490 18 
Assistance to paupers out of the 
House, by the Overseers of the 
Poor 3,392 81 
In the House of Reformation 200 60 


Making the whole amount received for support 
of Strate Paupers, during the year, (as 
per items marked X. in the Treasurer’s Ac- 
count) 11,083 59 
The aggregateof Receipts at the City Treas-. 
ury, during the year, on account of the City 
or Boston, amounted to $926,350 27 


Income from the County of Suffolk :— 


Received of the Commonwealth, 

for balances of accounts of costs 

in criminal cases 20,676 62 
Received for fines and 

costs, Police Court 4,087 95 
For fees in Supreme 

Judicial, Common 

Pleas, and Municipal 

Courts 1,233 15 
For fines and costs in 

SupremeJudicial and 

Municipal Courts 1,077 29 
For fees in Police Court 1,529 30 
—— 7,927 69 
‘Received for forfeited Recogni- 

zances 1,424 11 
Received of the Commonwealth, 

for support of Lunatics, in the 

House of Correction 665 35 


ee ns a cree ee ee Cee 


Amounts carried forward, 30,693 77 926,350 27 


¥* 
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* Amounts brought forward, 30,693 77 


For Licenses to Innholders, Vic- 
tuallers, Retailers and Confec- 


-tioners 385 00 
For use of the Jail, for United 
States Prisoners - 41 03 


For rent received, for the privi- 
lege of passing over a portion of 


7 


the County Land 15 00° 


For Excise from Justice of Peace 2 00 

The whole amount received by the Treasurer, 
on account of the County of Suffolk, during 
the year, as per the Account of the County 
Treasurer, was 


The total amount of Receipts, on account of 
the City or Boston, anD THE CouNTY 
or SuFFroLk, during the financial year 
1836-7, as per the Cily and peas Treas- 
urer’s general Account, was 


926,350 27 


31,136 80 


ren 


$957,487 O7 


— 


Office of the Auditor of Accounts, December 1st, 1837. ~ 


WILLIAM HAYDEN; Jr., Auprron. 


(C.) 


STATEMENT OF THE Expenpitures of the City of 
Boston, during the financial year which commenced 
on the first day of May, 1836, and closed on the 


thirtieth day of April, 1837. 


Salaries of the Instructers of all the Schools, 
except the Primary Schools ;— 
Instructers of the Latin Selet in School 
Street 4,716 66 
cf “¢ English High School, 
in Pinckney Street 5,383 33 


cc ¢¢ Eliot School, in North F 
Bennet Street 4,437 50 
66 ‘¢ Hancock School, in 
Hanover Street 4,075 00 
6¢ ‘¢ Mayhew School, in . 
Hawkins Street 4,208 33 
6 ‘© Wells School, in Blos- 7 
som Street 4,208 $8 
ce ‘¢ Bowdoin School, in 
Derne Street 4,063 88 
6 ‘¢ Boylston School, in 
Washington Square 4,301 09 
ce ‘¢ Winthrop School, in 
East Street, part of 
~ the year 2,141 68 
ia ‘¢ Adams School, in 
Mason Street 4,148 89 


OLE SS Sc 


Amount carried forward, 41,685 24 


~ 


27 


Amount brought forward, 41,685 24 
Instructers of Johnson School, in 
Tremont Street, part 
of the year 2,418 35 
“ ‘© Franklin School, in 
Washington Street 4,451 11 
“s ‘¢ Hawes School, at 
South Boston 3,675 00 


ce 74 


Smith School, in Bel- 


knap Street, a portion 
of the expense of this 


School 


being 


paid 


from the Donation of 


Abiel Smith, Esq. 


1,200 00 


53,429 70 


The usual annual expenses of the. Primary 


Schools ;— 


Paid to Instructresses of seventy-two Schools, 
and of four new Schools part of the year, 
for their personal services, rent of a portion 
of the Rooms, &c., (the annual compensa- 
tion of the Teachers having been raised, dur- 


ing this year, from $200 to 

$250,) 

Paid the rents of School Rooms 

hired by the City 
For suhdry repairs of School 

~ Rooms, for Stoves, &c. 

Paid, under ager of the City 
Council, for fuel for the Prima- 
ry Schools 

For Rewards to the Scholars, $2 
to each School 

For nd Stationary for the 
Tea , and expenses of noti- 
fying meetings of the Commit- 
tee 


Amount carried forward, 


17,923 61 
3,312 33 


722 25 


1,703 41 


146 00 


168 63 


23,976 23 


77,405 93 


28 
4 
Amount brought forward, 


Repairs, fuel, and other contingent expenses 
of all the Schools, except the Primary 


Schools ;— 


Amount expended, during the year, for repairs 
and supplies of the several Schools, as fol- 


lows, viz :— 


Johnson School, Tremont Street — 


Winthrop School, East Street 
Bowdoin School, Derne Street 


604 66 
516 84 
437 06 


Franklin School, Washington Street 374 13 


Hawes School, South Boston 


362 68 


English High School, Pinckney Street 321 08 


Hancock School, Hanover Street 


Latin School, School Street 


303 60 
274 38 


Eliot School, North Bennet Street 268 11 


Boylston School, Washington Square 257 68 . 


Wells School, Blossom Street 
Smith School, Belknap Street 
Mayhew School, Hawkins Street 
Adams School, Mason Street 


Paid for fuel for all the Schools, 

Expenses of visitation of the 
Schools, including the expense 
of the annual School Dinner, 
medals, &c. 


_ Paid for Maps, Books, and Phi- 


losophical Apparatus, for the 
School Houses 

Paid for the building in which the 
Lyman School, at East Boston, 
is now kept 

Salaries of the Secretary and Mes- 
senger of the School Committee 


Supply of Ink for all the Schools 


Repairs of Public Buildings :— 
Expended for Repairs of the City 
Hall, and lighting the same with 


Gas © 


Amounts carried forward, 


247 47 
235 90 
215 22 
190 18 

4,608 99 

2,834 OL 


1,234 67 


ee 


1,234 67 


77,405 93 


10,946 39 


88,352 32 
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Amounts brought forward, _ 1,234 67 
Repairs of Faneuil Hall Market, . 703 56 
Repairs of the City Stables and 

Yard 480 Ol 
Repairs of the Hay Scales 157 49 
Repairs of Ward Rooms 147 32 
Repairs of Platforms on the City 

Wharf — = 144 52 
‘Repairs of the City Pounds 127 03 
Repairs of Gun House in Margin 

street 45 58 
Repairs of Faneuil Hall 38 12 


Completing two new School Houses, at the 
South part of the City :— 

Expended for the completion of the Winthrop 

School House, in East 


‘Street a 8,548 39 
For a lot of land, for a 
yard to the Winthrop 
School 1,040 00 
| ——-—-— 9,588 39 
For the completion of the Johnson 
School House, on ‘Tremont 
Street 4,136 64. 


Purchase of Land, and erection of buildings, 
for the accommodation of Primary Schools:— 


Expended for the erection of a 

building in Purchase Place, on 

a lot of land purchased for that 

purpose the last year, 2,546 49 
~Expended for the erection of a 

building on Northampton Street, 

for Primary Schools 1,763 62 
For completing the Primary School 

House on North Margin Street 233 52 
For fitting up the Primary School 
| House in Harvard Place 109 05 


Amounts carried forward 4,652 68 


88,352 32 


3,078 30 


13,725. 03 


105,155 65 - 


é 


* 
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Amounts brought forward, 4,652 68 


For completing the Primary School 


House in Tileston Street 79 53 
For fitting up Primary School 

Room in the Johnson School 

House 56 50 
For fitting up Primary School. 

Room, in the Winthrop School a ' 


House 31 55 
For fitting up Primary School 
Room in Castle Street 21 69 


Note. One Room has been provided, this 
year, for a Primary School, in the Johnson 
School House—one in the Winthrop School 
House—and one in the rear of the new Engine 


' House at South Boston. 


Care and repairs of the Burial Grounds, Pub- 
lic Tombs, and Funeral Cars, and for the 
construction of new Public Tombs ;— 


Expended for the erection of ten 
new Public Tombs, in the South 


Burial Ground ~ 2,100 00 
For erecting an Infant’s ‘Tomb, in 

the North Burial Ground 329 26 
For care and repairs of the Fu- 

neral Cars m 174 85 


Expended for improving the Burial 

Grounds, repairing Walls, set- 

ting out trees, filling up South 

Burial Ground, &c. 363 87 
Care and improvement of the Lands belonging 

to the City, and preparing them for sale :— 
Expended for laying outstreets, filling up lands, 

and repairing fences, to improve the City 

Lands,-and render them saleable 6,840 84 
Compensation paid to the Super- 

intendent of Public Lands 1,000 00 


Amount carried forward, 


he 


105,155 65 


4,841 95 


2,967 98 


. 


7,940 84 


120,806 42 


+ 
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Amount brought forward, 
Paving and Repairs of Streets ;— 


Paid ie paving, flaging and edging 
Stones, Gravel, Bricks, Tigi 
ber, and other terials, used 
on the streets 

Paid to Pavers, for ’ ‘work done in 
paving and repairing various 
streets of the City 

Paid laborers, for work done on 
streets 

For carting stones, gravel and dirt 

Tor stone, “for Mc A damizing 

Expenses of keeping the Horses 
attached to the Paving Depart- 
ment 


1,800 00 


Widening and extending Streets, including the 
expense of widening Tremont Street the last 


years— 


Expended for widening and improving the fol- 


lowing Streets, viz :— 
For extending Broad street to the 
“merly called Sea street 
For extending Federal street to 
the Street formerly called Sea 
street 
For widening Tremont street, from 
- “Pemberton Hill to Beacon street 
For widening Commercial street 
For widening Pearl street 
Widening Front and Essex streets, 
» at their junction 
Widening Winter street 
Widening Franklin street 
Widening Green and 
streets, at their junction 
Widening Salem street 
Widening Beacon and Somerset 
streets, at their junction 


Lynde 


eee ee ee 


178,653 71 


_ Amounts carried forward, 


22,164 


116,525 


street for- 


30,536 59 


30,467 52 


7,655 39 
7,000 


3,631 
3,638 
3,127 


120,806 42 


¥ 


57,847 29 


; i 
a 


32. 

Amounts brought forward 116,525 90 
Widening Hanover street 1,392 44 
~ Widening School street 1,115 97 
Extending Suffolk street 997 50 
Widening Kneeland street 993 12 

On account of the laying out of 
Blackstone street . 926 80 
Widening Muk street ye 768 60 
Widening Water street 685 50 
Widening Temple street 574 16 
Widening Snow Hill street 503 47 
Extending Clark street 448 87 
- Widening Washington street 72 85 
Widening Allen street 149 25 
Widening Elm street , 100 00 
Widening Pitts Street 48 75 

Paid for surveying, drawing plans, 
&c. 580 52 


Completing the new part of Front Street :— 

Expended for completing the street which was 
laid out the last year, to continue Front 
street to Northampton street 

Repairs of the Bridges belonging to the City :— 

Expended in repairing the two Bridges to 
South Boston, and the several Bridges over 
the Mill Creek 

Salaries of all City and County Officers ;— 

Paid the Salaries of the following Officers, 
within the year, viz ;— 

Samuel T’. Armstrong, 
Mayor, three quar- 


ters of the year 1,875 00 
Samuel A. Eliot, May- ; 
or, one quarter * 625 00 
2,500 00 


Richard D. Harris, City and 
County Treasurer and Collec- 
tor, including Clerk hire 2,500 00 


« % Bate ie ~ ‘ 
- Amounts carried forward, 5,000 00 


178,653 71 


126,083 10 


ow 


2,792 94 
Cs 


6,449 99- 


& 


eS 
¥ 


~ 
a 


ot ee ee 


313,979 74 
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Amounts brought forward, 5,000 00 313,979 74 
Samuel F. McCleary, City Clerk, 
including Clerk hire 2,100 00 
Richard G. Wait, Clerk Common 
Council S00 00 
Samuel Norwood, Assessor 1,200 00 
Henry Bass, Assessor 1,200 00 
Thomas Jackson, Assessor 1,200 00 


William Barnicoat, Chief Engi- 


neer of the Fire Department, in- 


cluding Clerk hire 1,300 00 
John Pickering, City Solicitor 1,000 00 
Samuel H. Hewes, Superintend- 

ent of Burial Grounds 1,000 00 
Jerome V. C. Smith, Resident 

Physician at Hospital Island 1,400 00 

_ John Minot, Keeper of Hospital 

Island 700 00 
Johnson Colby, Messenger to the 

City Council 700 00 


* Benjamin Pollard, City Marshal, 
to Nov. 20, 1836, the day of his 


decease 638 89 
Daniel Parkman, City Marshal, 

from January 16, 1837 208 33 
Charles B. Wells, Deputy City 

Marshal 700 00 
Hezekiah Earl, Deputy City Mar- 

shal 700 00 
Zephaniah Sampson, Superintend- 

ent of Streets 1,100 00 


Caleb Hayward, Clerk of Faneuil 

Hall Market, to April 21, 1836, 
* the day of his decease 52 50 
Daniel Rhodes, Clerk of Faneuil 

Hall Market, from May 4, 1836 817 50 
James Phillips, Keeper of Faneuil 


Hall , 100 00 
William Hayden, Jr., Auditor of 
Accounts 1,500 00 


ee ee ee ee re 


Amounts carried forward. 23,417 22 313,979 74 
5 


84 


Amounts brought forward, 


Samuel ‘Jenkins, Superintendent 
of South Boston Free Bridge 
Royal Oliver, Superintendent of 
Boston South Bridge 

Paid Clerk hire for the Assessors 

Paid extra Clerk hire in City 
Treasurer’s Office 

Paid for extraservices in the Mar- 
shal’s Office, during the vacancy 


in that Office 


Peter O. Thacher, Judge 

of the MunicipalCourt, 

being the City’s por- 

tion of his Salary 750 00 
William Simmons, Jus- 

tice of Police Court 1,500 00 
John Gray Rogers, Jus- 

tice Police Court 1,500 00 
James C. Merrill, Jus- 

tice Police Court 1,500 00 
Thomas Power, Clerk 

Police Court 1,400 00 
William Knapp, Assist- 

ant Clerk Police Court 900 00 


City Watch :-— 

Paid for services of the Watch- 
men employed by the City 

Supplies of Fuel, Oil, Gas, Fur- 
niture and Watch Hooks, for 
the Watch Houses 


Compensation to the Captain of 


the Watch 
For rents and repairs of Watch 
Houses 


475 00 


100 00 
400 00 


98S 25 


7,550 00 


23,546. 74 


461 °71 
400 00 


133 25 


213,417 22 318,979 74 


33,005 47 


a re ne eee ee cee 


24,541 70. 346,985 21, 


Amounts carried forward, 
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Amounts brought forward, 24,541 70 


Paid for services of special Watch- 

men 100 00 
Paid expenses of watchmen, injured 

while on public duty 10 00 
Medical attendance on persons sick 

at Watch House 8 00 


Lamps, Oil, and Superintendence ;— 
Amount paid for Oil and Wicking, 


for Street Lamps 10,249 36 
Paid for the services of Lamp Light- 

ers 5,444 63 
Paid for Gas, for street Lamps Wns 8 9 et: 8 


Paid for new Lamps, Posts, Ladders, 
&e. and for repairing Lamps, Posts 


and Ladders 967 29 
Compensation to the Superintendent 

of Lamps’ | 400 00 
Expense of lighting Faneuil Hall : 

Market ya Dee 


Fixtures to extend the use of Gas, in lighting the 
Slreets of the City ;— 

No expenditure, for this object, was made dur- 
ing this financial year. 

Fire Department, exclusive of Engine Houses ;— 


Expended for new Hose, Hose 
Screws, Buckets, Caps, Badges, 
Bags, Belts, and Torches ;—and 
for Furniture, Fuel, Cil, and other 
articles supplied for the Engines, 


and Engine Companies 10,180 35 
For repairs of Engines, Hooks, Lad- 

ders, Hose Carriages, &c. 5,371 59 
Paid on account of two new Fire En- 

gines 1,288 05 


Annual allowance to the Engine, and 
the Hook and Ladder Companies, 
in conformity to the Ordinance 
establishing the Fire Department 2,500.00 


ee ee 


Amounts carried forward, 19,339 “99 


346,985 21 


24,659 70 


18,561 88 


—— neal 


390,206 79 
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Amounis brought forward, 


Paid for Horses, to draw Engines to 
and from fires 

Amount granted by the City Council, 
to the Charitable Association of 
the Fire Department 

Expense of filling Reservoirs 

For refreshments furrished to En- 
gine Companies, on extra duty 

For services of Constables at fires 


Erection, rent, and repairs, of Engine 
and Ladder Houses ;— 

Paid for alot of land on Franklin 
street, a portion of which was used 
for the erection of a Hook, Lad- 
der and Hose House, (a large lot 
on Theatre Alley, with a Shop and 
School Room thereon, being still 
left as the property of the City) 

Expended for the erection of a Hook, 
Ladder and Hose House, on 
Franklin street 

For the erection of an Engine and 
Hook and Ladder House, at East 
Boston 

Expended for repairs of Engine and 
Hook and Ladder Houses 

For addition of a story, to the En- 
gine House at South Boston 

Paid rents of various Engine 
Houses, hired by the City 


Bells and Clocks ;— 

Paid for ringing bells to denote the 
hours of the day : 

For care and repairs of the public 
Clocks 

Paid for repairs of Bells injured in 
being rung for public purposes 

For ringing bells for the City and 
Ward meetings, and other public 
occasions 


Amount carried forward, 


19,339 99 390,206 79 


544 50 
1,000 00 
285 00 


189 94 
146 00 


and Hook 


7,916 63 
3,427 37 


3,400 00 
2,199 12 
806 00 


960 79 


21,505 43 


18,709 91 


980 86 


431,402 99 
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Amount brought forward, 
Constables ;— 


Paid for services of Constables, for 
the preservation of the peace, in 
the City, and for the detection of 
Incendiaries and House breakers 

For notifying and attending the 
General and Ward meetings 

For various other services, in differ- 
ferent parts of the City,such as dis- 
tribution of Annual Reports, &c. 


431,402 99 


1,775 83 


263 67 


242 87 
— 2,282 37 


Care and Improvement of the Common, Malls, 


Copps’s Hill, and Fort Hill ;— 


Expended for Labor 

For Repairs of Fences, and building 
fences to protect the Trees 

For building fences on lands west of 
Charles street, and removing the 
Gun House 

Expended for Trees 

For Repairs at Fort Hill 

For Gravel 


466 58 


357 59d 


380 O7 
259 50 
99 70 
92 38 


1,655 78 


Construction of an Iron Fence around the Com- 


M07 -— 


The following expenditures were 
made for the construction of the 
Fence around the whole external 
lire of the Common, and the other 
improvements connected therewith 
—including the expense of laying 
sidewalks outside of the Fence, 
newly grading the Malls on Bea- 
con and Charles Streets, and build- 
ing two rows of new Tombs in the 
Central Burying Ground, and re- 
moval of the old Tombs, in order 
to extend the Mall along the line 
of Boylston Street 

Paid for Iron work for the whole 
Fence, and for the ‘Tombs 

Paid for Stone for the Gates, all 


Amounts carried forward, 


31,275 15 


Smeal ee 


37,275 15 435,341 14 
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Amounts brought forward, 
the Posts in which the Fence is 
set, the steps at the various ave- 
nues, for the Tombs, and Edge 
Stone for the Sidewalks 

Paid for all the Jabor in setting the 
Fence, erecting the Gates, build- 
ing the Tombs, laying the Side- 
walks, &c. &e. 

Paid for Bricks, Lumber, Lime, 
Sand, Cement, Lead and Brass, 
used in this whole improvement 

Paid for carting—including the ex- 
cavation for the new Tombs, filling 
up the Malls, &c. 

Paid for lacquering the Iron Fence 

Paid to proprietors of a portion of the 
old Tombs removed from the Cen- 
tral Burial Ground, (and who did 
not choose to take the new Tombs) 
for the relinquishment of their 
rights in said Tombs 

Paid for services of the Superintend- 
ent, Architect, and Surveyor 

Paid for sodding the banks along 
the line.of the Ferce, and in the 
‘Burial Ground - 

Paid for Patterns for the Fence 


37,275 75 435,341 14 


15,589 62 


11,358 34 
7,975 68 


2.940 95 
2.013 30 


1,904 50 


1,394 39 


1,364 95 
342 37 


82,159 85 


Towards the above expenditure for the Iron 
Fence around the Common, the sum of $16,292 
was contributed and paid by individuals. 

Common Sewers, Wells and Pumps :— 


Amount expended for the construc- 
tion of Common Sewers, in Wash- 
ington, Tremont, Hawkins, Cham- 
ber, Fruit, Charlestown, Green, 
Vine, Bridge, Brighton, Mount 
Vernon, Summer, Lincoln, Som- 
erset, Charles, Cedar, Sister, 
Endicott and Causeway Streets, 
Williams Court and Henchman 
Lane 

For small repairs of various Sewers 


Amounts carried forward, 


10,421 59 
279 02 


10,700 61 517,500 99 
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Amounts brought forward, 


For repairs of Public Wells and 
Pumps | 


Building Reservoirs:— 

Expended for the construction of 
seven large Reservoirs in the fol- 
lowing locations, viz. :— 

One in Mount Vernon Street, near 
Louisburg Square 

One in Broad Street, near State. 
Street . 

One in Tremont Street, near the 

_ passage way to Mason Sireet 

One in Thacher Street 

‘One in Blossom Street, at the corner 
of McLean Street 

One in Blackstone Street, near the 
Northern Hay Scales 

One in Atkinson Street, near High 
Street 

Expended in laying Drain from a 
Reservoir at South Boston 


10,700 61 


164 38 


me ee 


1,233 92 


1,192 35 


1,176, 40 


118 00 © 


Payment of two Annuilies:—one for the purchase 


of George’s and Lovell’s Islands, 


an Boston 


Harbor, the other as compensation for a life 


Estate in land taken by the City:— 

Paid this year’s Annuity ; being 
the amount which the City has 
contracted to pay, each year, dur- 
ing the life of the individual of 
whom George’s and Lovell’s Isl- 
ands were purchased 

Paid the stipulated Annuity, to a 
person havirg a life Estate in cer- 
tain land taken by the City to 
widen a Street 


Printing and Stationary :— 
Paid for Printing done for the City 
For advertising 


Amounts carried forward, 


400 00: 


225) 00" 


1,357 81 
1,247 55 


2,605 36 


517,500 99 


10,864 99 


9,406 18 


625: 00: 


538,397 16 
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Amounts brought forward, 


For Blank Books, Stationary, and 
Binding 


Introducing a supply of Soft Water:— 

Paid for services of an Engineer, his 
Assistants, and necessary expen- 
ses, in making a survey in relation 
to the introduction of a supply of 
pure and soft water 

Paid for lithographic Maps of Water 
Surveys 

Expenses of chemical analyses of 
Water 7 

For printing Report on the subject of 
Water 


2,605 36 538,397 16 


552 07 
—  SSAsT 48 
2,883 17 
272 83 
235 00 
130 00 
3,521 00 


Internal Health Department:—including sweeping 
the Streets, and removing House Dirt and other 


nuisances :— 


Paid for labor in collecting and car- 
rying off the House Offal and other 
nuisances 

For Jabor in sweeping the Streets, 
and removing the Street Dirt 

For Grain, Hay, and Straw, used at 
the City Stables 

For additional Horses purchased for 
the use of this Department 

For repairs of Wagons, Carts and 
Harnesses | 

For Shovels, Brooms, Water Pots, 
Buckets, Oil, Medicines for the 
Horses, and other small supplies 
for the Stables 

For Iron, Steel, Coal, and various 
small articles, for the Blacksmith’s 
and Wheelwright’s Shops 

Repairs of the City Stables 

For services of an Assistant to the 
Superintendent 


Amounts carried forward 


10,756 03 
10,888 66 
7,145 71 

7105 00 


659 33 


616 84 
851 81 
327 22 


120 00 


ms 


32,070 60 545,075 59 


Ad 


Amounts brought forward, 32,070 60 


Deduct amount of the expense of 
keeping the horses belonging to 
the Paving Department, at the 
City Stables, and for work done 
by the men and teams attached 
to the Internal Health Depart- 
ment, for other departments of the 
City Government, and charged to 
those Departments 2,515 00 


External Health Department ;—Expenses of 
Quarantine, including repairs of the buildings 
on Rainsford Island ;— 

Expenses attending the visitation of 
the Island, by Committees of the 

_ Legislature, by the City Council, 

' and the Committee of Quarantine 905 48 

Paid for services of Boatmen em- 
ployed in the Department 1,009 50 

For repairs of the buildings and 
fences on the Island, including an 
addition to the Island- keeper’s 


545,075 59 


29,555 60 


House 1,979 73° 


For boarding and nursing various 
sick and destitute persons, and tor 
Medicines, and other supplies, for 


the Hospital 851 27 
Repairs and supplies of the Boats, 

Sails, &c. 334 66 
Rent of a landing place for the Boat 50 00 
For Trees set out upon the Island 9,12 


Overseers of the Poor ; 
Amount paid to the Treasurer of the 
Board of Overseers of the Poor, 
for disbursements by the members 
of that Board, in their respective 
Wards, for the occasional relief of 
sick and destitute persons 5,300 00 
Paid Pensions and Grants, allowed 
to various destitute persons, by 
the Board of Overseers of the 
Poor 2,819 00 


————- 


Amounts carried forward, 8,119 00 
6 


5,139 76 


\ 


ee 


579,770 95 


42. 


Amounts brought forward, 8,119 00 579,770 95 
Expenses of burying Paupers 845 00 
Salary of the Clerk to the Board of 
Overseers of the Poor 725 00 
Stationary 19 54 
— 9,708 54 


House of Industry ;— 


Expended for victualing the Inmates 

of the House 14,258 21 
For Salaries to the superintendent 

and his assistant, chaplain, physi- 

cian, two teachers, clerk of the 

Directors, teamster, female assist- 


ants and the gate keeper 4,207 85 
For Fuel and Light 2,471 50 
For repairs and fixtures 1,461 63 
Paid for clothing for the Inmates 981 11 
Paid for Pot-Ash, Tallow, Tobacco 

and Snoff 402 74 
For Furniture 318 29 
For the transportation of Paupers 305 75 
For Carriage hire for the Directors 132 00, 
For the Directors’ Office, Fuel, ‘ 

Lights, Furniture, &c. 130 95 
For contingent Expenses 194 57 


: 25,164 60 
Of the above expenditure, there was 
paid from the income of the estab- 
ment at South Boston, and other 
sources within the control of the 
Directors 2,080 19 


Leaving the amount in fact drawn from the 
City Treasury, for the support of the House 
of Industry 23,084 41 


House for the Employment and Reformation of 
Juvenile Offenders ;—including the expense of 
preparimg and furmshing the new House, and 
laying out the lands ;— 

Expended for victualing the Inmates 
of the House, and Family Table 3,258 92 


Amounts carried forward, 3,258 92 612,563 90 


AB 


Amounts brought forward, 3,258 92 
For Salaries of Superintendent, 

Chaplain, Physician, Matron, As- 

sistants, Clerk and Gate Keeper 2,500 40 


For Furniture 1,822 50 
For Clothing for the Inmates 891 03 
For Fuel and Lights 718 83 


For Carriage hire, for the Directors 197 25 
Allowance to the Superintendent for 
support of his family while the new 


House is being built 145 80 
For Fuel, Light and Stationary, for 

the Directors’ Room 136 82 
Repairs, carting, labor, and other in- 

cidental expenses 627 57 


‘ 10,299 12 
Amount paid on bills of the last year, 


_jaid over | 577 89° 


Leaving the amount in fact drawn from the City 
Treasury, for the support of the House of Re- 
formation, and preparing and furnishing the 
new House, and laying out the lands 

Altering and fitting up the West Wing of the House 
of Correction, at South Boston ;— 


Expended for fitting up the west wing of the 
House of Correction, (which had heretofore 
been occupied as a House of Reformation for 
Juvenile Offenders,) in a manner similar to 
the east wing of that building 

County of Suffolk :— 

Paid for conveying convicts to the 
House of Correction, at South 
Boston 715 00 

For work done in Court Houses — 710 51 


Incidental Expenses and Miscellaneous Claims ;— 
not justly chargeable to any of the foregoing 
heads of Appropriation:— 

Expenses attending the celebration 
of the Anniversary of American 


Amount carried forward, 


612,563 90 


10,877 O1 


10,548 86 


1,425 51 


635,415 28 


44, 


Amount brought forward, 


Independence, including the dis- 
play of Fireworks 

Paid the State Lunatic Hospital, 
and Mass. General Hospital, for 
board and expenses of persons 
sent from the City to those Insti- 
tutions 


Paid for the services of an assistant 


to the Clerk of the Market, and 
for Watchmen employed, and Fuel 
used at the Market 

For Fuel and Lights, for the City 
offices 

Amount refunded to persons errone- 
ously taxed, and in cases where 
taxes have been twice paid, through 
mistake 

Paid for services of extra Council, 
Fees of Referees, and damages 
and costs, in various suits in which 
the City was a party 

For use of Halls for Ward meetings 

For destroying Dogs 

For Powder for the Militia, at the 
Fall Review, and making the same 
into Cartridges 

Paid for Furniture for the City Of- 
fices 

Reward paid for the detection of 
Burglars and other offenders 
against the peace of the City 

For a set of new Tables for Faneuil 
Hall 

For Carriage hire, for Committees 
of the City Council 

For recording Deeds, Mortgages, 
&c., to the City | 

Paid for cieaning the Offices, at the 
City Hall 

Paid for refreshments to Committees 
of the City Council 


Amounts carried forward, 


2,318 


966 


454 


212 


L116 
77 
536 


—— 


8,939 


74 


O6 


78 


66 | 


25 


67 


635,415 28 


ee 


635,415 28 


A5 


Amounts brought forward, 8,939 67 
Paid for services of a Messenger to 

the Assessors” 36 23 
Postages of letters on business of 

the City 17 60 


Paid the expenses attending the so- 
lemnities for the decease of Ex- 


President Madison +856 87 
Paid for services of Surveyors 21 60 
For Ward Signs, to put up in the 

Streets 54 00 
Sundry items of Expenditure, of very 

small amounts © 82 38 


Reserved Fund ;—applicable to such purposes as 
the City Council may deem proper, subsequently 
to the passage of the annual Appropriation 

— Bill ;— 

The entire amount of this fund was withdrawn, 
within the year, under various Orders of the 
City Council, and carried to the credit of other 
Appropriations. 

Erection of the New Court House ;— 

Expended within the financial year 1836-37, for 
completing and furnishing the New Court 
House 

Erection of a House of Reformation ;— 


Expended on account of the erection of a build- 
ing, at South Boston, for the employment and 
reformation of Juvenile Offenders 

Purchase of the Columbian Hall Estate ;— 

Expended, under authority of a special Order of 
the City Council, for the purchase of the Es- 
tate, known as the Columbian Hall Estate, in 
the vicinity of the New Court House 

Amount of money paid to the Auditor, under di- 
rection of the Committee of Accounts, during 
this financial year, for the purpose of paying 


such bills as must necessarily be paid prompt- 


ly, and before the meetings of the Committee 
—this amount being credited in the account 
of moneys received by the Auditor, Page 20 
of this Report 


Amount carried forward, 


635,415 28 


9,508 35 


23,417 98 


16,563 78 


17,001 50 


1,800 00 


a 


103,706 89 


A6 


The total amount of Expenditures for the City 

of Boston, passed upon by the Committee of 

Accounts, and included in the Mayor’s Drafts 

on the City Treasurer, during the financial 

year 1836-37, was 703,706 89 
To which should be added, the amount of sundry 

drafts of former years, remaining unpaid at 

the commencement of this financial year 4,005 67 

107,712 56 

From this should be deducted, the amount of 

drafts remaining unclaimed and uapaid, at the 

close of this financial year 5,452 92 
And the aggregate amount actually paid out of 

the City Treasury, on the Mayor’s Drarts, 

(as per item marked A. in the Treasurer’s | 

Account,) was . $702,259 64 
Interest on the Public Debt of the City;— 
Paid the Interest accruing on various Notes and 

Certificates of Stock issued by the City, and 

on moneys borrowed for the purposes of the 

government during the year, (as per item 

marked B. in the Treasurer’s Account) 71,592 52 


Payments on account of the City Debt:— 


Paid the amount of various portions of the City 
Debt, as they fell due, during this financial 
year, and which are more particularly speci- 
fied in the Statement marked D, viz.— 

Paid the amount of a Note, given for 
money deposited in the Treasury 


for a special purpose 1,000 00 
Paid, in full, Stock issued for widen- 
ing Merchants’ Row 27,000 00 


Paid on Faneuil Hall Market Loans 69,300 00 
Paid on account of Loan, under Or- 


der of May 19th, 1834 2,100 00 
Paid on account of Loan under Or- 

der of Oct. Sth, 1835 22,900 00 
Paid on account of Loan under Or- 

der of July 14th, 1836 4,204 65 


Amount carried forward, 773,852 16 
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Amount brought forward, 773,852 16 
Making the whole amount of payments during the 

year, on account of the principal of the Ciry ; 

Dest, (as per item marked C, in the Treasur- 

er’s Account) 126,504 65 
Payments for Militia Duty ;— 
For this amount paid to persons who had per- 

formed Militia duty, under an Act of the Legis- 

ature, (as per item marked D. in the Treasur- 

er’s Account) 3,140 50 
Payments to Members of the Fire Department ;— 


Amounts paid out to the members of the Fire De- 

partment, under an Ordinance of the City 

Council, ‘‘ being a sum equal to the Poll Tax 

to the State, County and Town, which was 

assessed on the first day of May, and paid by 

or on account of such members,” (as per item 

marked E. in the Treasurer’s Account) 228 00 
Deputy Collectors ;— 
Amount paid by the City Treasurer, during the 

year, for services rendered by Deputy Collec- 

tors employed by him, (as per item marked F. 

in the Treasurer’s Account) 340 00 


Making the aggregate Payments at the City 
’ ‘Treasury, during the year, on account of the 
City or Boston, amount to é; $904,065 31 
County of Suffolk, including expenses of Courts, 
Jails, House of Correction, and all other charges, 
except Salaries :— 
Paid sundry persons, being for 
charges arising in the maintenance 
and keeping of prisoners, in the 


House of Correction 5,675 12 
For maintenance and keeping of 

prisoners in the Jail 2,788 16 
To witnesses, constables, &c. for at- 

tendance at the several Courts 10,942 09 


Paid to Jurors at the several Courts 12,557 91 
Paid sundry persons, as per bills and 

receipts authorized by the County 

Board of Accounts, being for 

charges arising in the Courts 1,259 53 


Amounts carried forward, 33,222 81 904,065 31 


A8 ~ 


Amounts brought forward, 33,222 81 904,065 31 
Paid on County Drafts of the Mayor; 

being for that portion of the Coun- 

ty expenses which comes under 

the control of the Mayor and A\l- 

dermen, as exercising, in part, the 

authority formerly vested in the 


Court of Sessions - 7,160 19 
Paid for services of the. Ceamty 

Board of Accounts 537 00 
Paid to Coroners, Jurors, &c. on 

inquisitions 233 19 


Making the amount paid out by the Treasurer, 
on account of the County of Suffolk, during 
the year, (as per the Account of the County | 
Treasurer) 41,153 19 


The total amount of Payments, on account of 
the Crry or Boston, and the Country or Sur-_ 
FOLK, during the financial year 1836-7, as per 
the City and County Treasurer’s general ac- 
count, was $945,218 50 


Office of the Auditor of Accounts, December 1st, 1837. 
WILLIAM HAYDEN, Jr. Aupiror. 


Note. In order to make the details of the Receipts and Expen- 
DITURES correspond with the aggregate amounts, as stated in the 
Treasurer’s Accounts, it is found necessary to separate from the 
detail of expenditure, under several heads of Appropriation, various 
items of income which are fairly creditable to, and ought.to be de- 
ducted from, those expenditures. If the Statement of Exprnpt- 
TuRES be compared, throughout, with the Statement of APPpRopRi- 
ATIoNs, the former will be perceived, in some few instances, to ex- 
ceed the latter—but if reference be had to the Statement of IncomeE, 
items will there be found closely connected with the deficient ac- 
counts, and which fully meet the apparent excess, / 


(D.) 


Statement in Relation to the Public Debt of the 
City of Boston. 


The Amount of the City Debt on the first day 
of May 1836, as per Statement in the 
twenty-fourth Annual Report, was 1,264,400 00 


From that time to the thirtieth day of April, 
1837, inclusive, the following Stock and 
Notes were issued, viz:— 

Amount borrowed under an Order of the City 
Council, passed July 14th, 1836, authoriz- 
ing a Loan of $450,000—for the purposes 
of the current financial year 97,304 65 

Amount borrowed under an Order 
of the City Council, passed Oc- 
tober 5th, 1835, authorizing a 
Loan of $30,000—to meet cer- 
tain additional Appropriations 30,000 00 

Amount borrowed under an Order 
of the City Council, passed ; 
November 12th, 1835, author- 
izing a Loan of $10,000—to 
complete the House of Refor- 

_ mation at South Boston 10,000 00 

Amount borrowed under an Order 

of the City Council, passed 

December 14th, 1835, author- 

izing a Loan of $35,000—to 


ee ee Se 


Amounts carried forward, 137,304 65 1,264,400 00 
q 
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Amounts brought forward, 137,304 65 1,264,400 00 
meet certain additional Appro- ; 
priations 35,000 00 


Amount borrowed, under an Order 

of the City Council, passed 

March 31st, 1836, authorizing a 

Loan of 15,000—for finishing 

and furnishing the New Court 

House 15,000 00 
Amount borrowed, under an Order 

of the City Council, passed 

April 25th, 1836, authorizing a 

Loan of $40,000—to defray, 

in part, the expenses of the 
. financial year 1836-37 40,000 00 
Amount borrowed, under an Order 

of the City Council, passed 

July 25th, 1836, authorizing a 

Loan of $60,000—to meet an 

additional Appropriation for 

widening and extending Streets 60,000 00 
Amount borrowed, under an Order 

of the City Council, passed 

September 19th, 1836, author- 

izing a Loan of $10,000—for 

completing the House of Refor- : 

mation, at South Boston 10,000 00 
Amount borrowed, under an Order 

of the City Council, passed 

September 19th, 1836, author- 

izing a Loan of $10,000—for 

completing the erection and fur- 

nishing of the New Court House 10,000 00 
Amount borrowed, under an Order 

of the City Council, passed Oc- 

tober 13th, 1836, authorizing a 

Loan of $20,000—for the pur- 

pose of continuing the Iron | 

Fence around the Common 20,000 €0 


re | Ge ee 


Amownis carried forward, 327,304 65 1,264,400 00 
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Amounts brought forward, 327,304 65 1,264,400 00 


Amount borrowed, under an Order 

of the City Council, passed 

December 29th, 1836, author- 

izing a Loan of $15,000—to 

complete the payments for the 

Tron Fence around the Common 15,000 00 
Amount borrowed, under an Order 

of the City Council, passed 

April Ist, 1887, authorizing a 

Loan for the purchase of the 

Columbian Hall Estate, near 

the New Court House 17,000 00 
Making the whole amount of the City Stock 

issued, during the financial year 1836-37 359,304 65 

1,623,704 65 

From the above amount, there are to be de- 

ducted the following payments on account of 

the City Debt, within the same financial year, 

Viz:— 
Paid, in part, the amount borrowed 

under an Order of the City 

Council, passed July 14th, 

1836, authorizing a Loan of 

$450,000—for the purposes of 

the then present financial year: 

—at 6 per cent. interest 4,204 65 
Paid, in part, the Debt contracted 

for the erection of Faneuil Hall 

Market, at 5 per cent. interest 69,500 00 
Paid, in part, the Loan contracted 

under an Order of the City 

Council, passed October 5th, 

1835, authorizing a Loan to 

meet certain additional Appro- 

priations, at 6 per cent interest 22,900 00 
Paid the whole amount of Stock 

issued to defray the expenses of 


| Amounts carried forward, 96,404 65 1,623,704 65 
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Amounts brought forward, 


widening Merchants’ Row— 
$20,000—at 5 per cent.—and 
$7,000—at 6 per cent. interest 

Paid, in part, the Loan contracted 
under an Order of the City 
Council, passed May 19th, 
1834, for the purposes of that 
financial year, at 5 per cent. in- 
terest 

Paid the amount of a Note, given 
for money deposited in the 
Treasury for a special purpose, 
at 5 per cent. interest 


96,404 65 1,623,704 65 


27,000 00 


2,100 00 


1,000 00 


Making the whole amount paid on account | 
of the City Debt, during the financial year 


1836-37 


And leaving the aggregate amount of the City 


126,504 65 


Debt, on the first day of May, 1887— $1,497,200 00 


Office of the Auditor of Accounts, December 1st, 1837. 


WILLIAM HAYDEN, Jr., Aupiror. 


(E.) 


The character of the Public Debt of the City, on the 
first day of May, 1837, was as follows, viz. 


Amount unpaid of a Loan contracted, under 
an Order of the City Council, passed De- 
cember 28th, 1825, for the purchase of an 
Estate for the improvement of Court Street; 
—payable at the decease of a person having 
a life estate in the premises, at 5 per cent. 
interest 

Amount of four and a half per cent. Stock 
sold at auction, under an Order of the City 
Council passed October 2d; 1826, to raise 
funds for the redemption of certain portions 
of the City Debt, bearing a higher rate of 
interest ; the principal to be redeemed in 
the years 1840, 1845, and 1850 

Amount unpaid of the Debt contracted for the 
erection of Faneuil Hall Market, and for the 
amprovements connected therewith, payable at 
various times, and bearing interest as follows, 
viz: 


At 44 per centum per annum 2,000 00 
At 42 per centum per annum 5,000 00 
At 5 per centum per annum 80,000 00 


At 6 per centum per annum 100,000 00 


Amount unpaid of Stock issued under an Or- 
der of the City Council, passed June 10th, 
1829, authorising a Loan for the redemption 


Amount carried forward, 


20,000 00 


95,000 00 


187,000 00 


$302,000 00 


54 


Amount brought forward, 


of other portions of the City Debt ; payable 
‘in eight years, at four and a half per cent. 
interest 

Amount unpaid of Stock issued under an Or- 
der of the City Council, passed June 10th, 
1829, authorizing a Loan for the payment of 
the amount due to the Mercantile Wharf 
Corporation ;—payable in six years, at four 
and a half per cent. interest 

Amount unpaid of Stock issued under an Or- 
der of the City Council, passed May 24th, 
1830, authorizing a Loan for repairing and 
fitting up the Old State House, payable at 
the pleasure of the City, at four per cent. in- 
terest 

Amount unpaid of Stock issued under an Or- 
der of the City Council, passed September 
6th, 1830, authorizing a Loan for the re- 
demption of other portions of the City 
Debt ; payable in eight years, at four per 
cent. interest 

Amount unpaid of Stock issued under an Or- 
der of the City Council, passed April 5th, 
1833, authorizing a Loan for the redemption 
of other portions of the City Debt; paya- 
ble in ten years, at four per cent. interest 

Amount unpaid of Stock issued under an Or- 
der of the City Council, passed May 19th, 
1834, authorizing a Loan of $450,000—for 
the purposes of that financial year—payable 
in ten and twenty years, at five per cent. in- 
terest 

Amount of Stock issued under an Order of the 
City Council, passed October 6th, 1834, au- 
thorizing a Loan for the erection of a House 
of Reformation, at South Boston ;—payable 
in twenty years, at five per cent. interest 

Amount of Stock issued under an Order of the 
City Council, passed January 3d, 1835, au- 


Amount carried forward, 


302,000 00 


20,000 00 


4,500 00 


5,000 00 


2,500 00 


33,000 00 


100,000 00 


20,000 00 


(on mene cee 


$487,000 00 
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Amount brought forward, 
thorizing a Loan to meet certain deficiencies 
of Appropriations ;—payable, a portion in 3 
years, and the remainder in 20 years, at 4} 
and 5 per cent. interest 

Amount of Stock issued under an Order of the 
City Council, passed January 26th, 1835, 
authorizing a Loan of $500,000—to redeem 
other portions of the City Debt :—payable 
in 20 years, at 5 per cent. interest 

Amount of Stock issued under an Order of the 
City Council, passed February 23d, 1835, 


authorizing a Loan for the erection of the 


New Court House—payable in 1855—at 5 
per cent. interest 

Amount of Stock issued under an Order of 
the City Council, passed April 27th, 1835, 
authorizing a Loan an account of the expense 
of laying out Blackstone Street, and extend- 
ing Broad and Commercial Streets ;—paya- 
ble in twenty years, at 5 per cent. interest 

Amount of Stock issued under an Order of the 
City Council, passed April 27th, 1835, au- 
thorizing a Loan to defray, in part, the ex- 
penses of the financial year 1835-36, paya- 
ble in twenty years, at 5 per cent. interest 

Amount of Stock issued under an Order of the 
City Council, passed October 5th, 1835, au- 
thorizing a Loan to meet certain additional 
Appropriations, payable in ten years, at 5 
per cent. interest 

Amount of Stock issued under an Order of the 
City Council, passed November. 12th, 1835, 
authorizing a Loan to complete the House 
of Reformation, at South Boston, payablein 
ten years, at 5 per cent. interest 

Amount of Stock issued under an Order of the 
City Council, passed December 14th, 1835, 
authorizing a Loan to meet certain additional 
Appropriations—payable in one, two, and 
three years, at 5 and 6 per cent. interest 


$487,000 00 


25,000 00 


500,000 00 


60,000 00 


68,000 00 


25,000 00 


7,100 00 


10,000 00 


35,000 00 


Amount carried forward, $1,217,100 00 
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Amount brought forward, 1,217,100 00 


Amount of Stock issued under an Order of the 

City Council, passed March 31st, 1836, au- 

thorizing a Loan for finishing and furnishing 

the New Court House—payabie in one and - 

two years, at 6 per cent. interest 15,000 00 
Amount of Stock issued under an Order of the 

City Council, passed April 25th, 1836, au- 

thorizing a Loan to defray, in part, the ex- 

penses of the financial year 1836-37—paya- 

ble in three and ten years, at 5 and 53% per 

cent. interest 40,000 00 
Amount of Stock issued under an Order of the 

City Council, passed July 14th, 1836, au- 

thorising a Loan for the purposes of the then 

current financial year—payable in one, two, 

three and five years, at 5 and 6 percent. in- © 

terest 93,100 00- 
Amount of Stock issued under an Order of the 

City Council, passed July 25th, 1836, au- 

thorizing a Loan to meet an additional Ap- 

propriation for widening and extending 

Streets—payable in three or ten years, at 5 

and 6 per cent. interest 60,000 00 
Amount of Stock issued under an Order of the : 

City Council, passed September 19th, 1836, 

authorizing a Loan for completing the House 

of Reformation, at South Boston—payable 

in three years, at 6 per cent. interest 10,000 00 
Amount of Stock issued under an Order of the 
- City Council, passed September 19th, 1836, 

authorizing a Loan for completing the erec- 

tion and furnishing of the New Court House 

—payable in three years, at 6 per cent. in- 

terest 10,000 00 

Amount of Stock issued under an Order of the 
City Council, passed October 13th, 1836, 
authorizing a Loan for the purpose of con- 
tinuing the [ron Fence around the Common 


—payable in one and three years, at 6 per 
cent. interest é 20,000 00 


Amount carried forward, 1,465,200 00 
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Amount brought forward, 1,465,200 00 


Amount of Stock issued under an Order of the 
City Council, passed December 29th, 1836, , 
authorizing a Loan to complete the payments 
for the Iron Fence around the Common— 
payable in three years, at 6 per cent. interest 15,000 00 
Amount of Stock issued under an Order of the 
City Council, passed April Ist, 1837, au- 
thorizing a Loan for the purchase of the 
Columbian Hall Estate, near the New Court 
House—payable in three years, at 6 per cent. 
interest 17,000 00 
Total amount of the City Debt, May Ist, 
1837— 41,497,200 00 


en eee 


The Annual Interest on the City Debt, as it 
stood on the first day of May, 1837, was as 
follows, viz:— 


At 4 per cent. per annum 40,500 00 
ee,” WR ¥ 135,400 00 
«4g & «“ 5,000 00 
i « 943,300 00 
«BL « 30,000 00 


“6 « « 343,000 00 


er, 


$1,497,200 00 


The Annual Interest on the City Debt, at the 
rates specified in the above Statement, Is 
$77,355 50—and the average rate of inter- 
est on the whole Debt is 5 1-6 per centum 
per annum. 


The City Debt becomes due, and payable, as 
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follows, viz. ;— 
In the financial year 1837-38 117,500 00 » 
M * ~—-: 1838-39 26,500 00 
e ‘* ~~ - 1839-40 202,000 00 
% % ‘ 1840-41 
“ « 1841-42 8,000 00 
74 74 a9 1842-43 
3 os —- 1843-44 33,000 00 
l “¢  - 1844-45 122,000 00 
« « & 4846-47 56,100 00 
r “« - «& 1849-50 30,000 00 
“ 5 1854-55 877,100 00 
At the decease of a certain person, at 5 per 
cent. interest | 20,000 00 
At the pleesure of the City, 4 per cent. _ 5,000 00 


et ae ee 


$1,497,200 00 


Office of the Auditor of Accounts, December 1st, 1837. 
WILLIAM HAYDEN, Jr. Auprror. 


— 


REDUCTION OF THE CITY DEBT. 
Auditor's Office, Dec. 1st, 1837. 


The Auditor of Accounts is required, by Ordinance, to lay 
before the City Council, anoually, a statement of the opera- 
tions of the Committee on the Reduction of the City Debt. The 
mode heretofore adopted by the City Council, of authorizing 
specific Loans for the purpose of meeting such portions of 
the City Debt as fell due within the year, was abandoned 
three years since;—and Loans have since been authorized for 
the general purposes of the year, including the liquidation of 
such portions of the Debt as may come to maturity. This 
course has so far mingled the transactions in relation to the 
payment of the funded Debt with other financial operations of 
the City Government, as to render it somewhat difficult to 
state any distinct account with the Committee who have that 
particular subject in charge. The new arrangement of the 
accounts of Income and Expenditure, as made in this Report, © 
giving all the receipts and payments under their respective 
heads, renders the statemert of the account of this Committee 
of less importance, probably, than in former years. The Au- 
ditor respectfully submits the following account with 


The Comimitiee on the Reduction of the City 
Debt ;— 
This Committee stands charged with the whole 
amount of that part of the City Debt which 
fell due, and was paid, during the year, (as 
stated on Page 47 of this Pamphlet, ) $126,504 65 


There are carried to the credit of the Commit- 
tee the following items, viz :— 
Balance in the City Treasury, on the first day of 


May, 1836 — 14,381 41 
Amount of money received on account of sales of 
City Lands, during the year 1836-7 14,650 64 


Rent of the City Hail, over and above the sum 
of $3,500, which was the income derived from 


that building before it was fitted up as a City 
Hall 1,361 93 


Amount carried forward, 30,393 98 
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Amount brought forward, 


Amount paid in at the City Treasury, on account 
ofthe principal sums of sundry Bonds and 
Notes due the City 

Amount of the annual Appropriation granted by 
the City Council, for the Reduction of the 
principal of the City Debt 

Amount of money borrowed, under an Order of 
the City Council, passed July 14th, 1836, au- 
thorizing a Loan of $450,000—for the purpos- 
es of that financial year, and not paid off 
within the year 


Making the whole amount standing at credit of 
the Committee 

From which deduct the amount of the City Debt 
paid off during the year, as before stated 


And there is left, at the credit of this Commit- — 


tee, a nominal balance, amounting to 


Respectfully submitted, 


30,393 98 
12,999 67 


15,000 00 


93,100 00 


151,493 65 


126,504 65 


$24,989 00 


WILLIAM HAYDEN, Jr., Aupirtor, 


ESTIMATE OF EXPENDITURES 


AND 


Ways and Means, for the present financial year. 


The Ordinance, “ establishing a system of accountability in 
the expenditures of the City,” requiring that the Auditor 
shall, in the month of February annually, make and lay before 
the City Council, an estimate of the amount of money neces- 
sary to be raised for the expenditures of the ensuing financial 
year, under the respective heads of appropriation, such an 
estimate, together with an Estimate of Ways and Means to 
meet the expenditures, was laid before the City Council, on 
the 28th of February last. Those Estimates were referred to 
a Joint Committee, by whom an order was reported, which 
was passed by the City Council, in the following form, viz : 


CITY OF BOSTON. 


An order relative to specific Appropriations. 


It is hereby ordered by the City Council, That to defray the 
expenses of the City of Boston, and the County of Suffolk, for 
the next financial year, which commences on the first day of 
May, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-seven, and closes 
on the thirtieth day of April, one thousand eight hundred and 
thirty-eight, the following sums of money be, and the same 
are hereby, respectively appropriated ;—that is to say— 

For Salaries of the Instructers of all the Schools, 


except the Primary Schools 60,000 00 
For the usual annua! expenses of the Primary 
Schools 25,000 00 


ee ee 


Amount carried forward, 85,000 90 
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‘Amount brought forward, 


For repairs, fuel, and other contingent expenses, 
of all the Schools, except the Primary 
Schools 

For repairs of Public Buildings 

For the purchase of Land, and erection of build- 
ings, for the accommodation of Primary 
Schools . 

For Burial Grounds, Public Tombs, and Fune- 
ral Cars 

For Care and Improvement of the Public Lands 
and preparing them for sale 

For Paving and Repairs of Streets 

For Widening and extending Streets, 

Yor repairs of the Bridges belonging to the City 

For Salaries cf allthe City and County Officers 

For the City Watch 

For Lamps, Oil, Gas, and Superintendence 

Por fixtures to extend the use of Gas, in light- 
ing the Streets of the City . 

For the Fire Department, exclusive of Engine 
Houses 

For the erection, rent, and repairs, of Engine 
and Hook and Ladder Houses 

For Bells and Clocks 

For Constables 

For Care and Improvement of the Common, 
Mal!s, Lands west of Charles Street, Fort 
Hill and Copp’s Hill 

For completing the Sidewalks around the Com- 
mon, laying out and grading the new Mall 
through the Burial Ground, and such other 
improvements as are rendered necessary by 
the construction of the Iron Fence 

For Common Sewers, Weils and Pumps 

For Building Reservoirs 

For the payment of two Annuities ;—one for the 
purchase of George’s and Lovell’s Islands, 
the other as compensation for a life estate in 

land taken by the City 

For payments for Militia duty, under a law of 
the Commonwealth 

For Printing and Stationary 


\ 


Amount carried forward, 


5,000 00 
4,000 00 
10,000 00 


346,125 00 


Amount brought forward, 


For the Internal Health Department, including 
sweeping the streets, and removing House 
Dirt and other nuisances 

For the External Health Department ;—expens- 
es of Quarantine, including Repairs of the 
buildings on Rainsford Island 

For the Overseers of the Poor, besides moneys 
received for the support of Poor belonging to 
other towns, (all moneys accruing for the sup- 
port of State Paupers to be paid into the City 
Treasury) 

For the Directors of the House of Industry :— 
besides income fromthe Establishment at Bel- 
levue, and moneys received for the support of 
Poor belonging to other towns, (all moneys 
accruing for the support of State Paupers to 
be paid into the City Treasury) 

For the Establishment for the Employment and 
Reformation of Juvenile Offenders 

For completing the west wing of the House of 
Correction, at Bellevue 

For the County of Suffolk ;—including expenses 
of the Courts, Jails, House of Correction, and 
all other charges, except Salaries 

For the payment of Interest on the Public Debt 
of the City 

For the Reduction of the principal of the Public 
Debt of the City 

For Incidental Expenses, and Miscellaneous 
Claims, not justly chargeable to any of the 
foregoing heads of Appropriation 

For a Reserved Fund :—to be applied to such 
purposes as the City Council may hereafter 
deem proper 


And it is further Ordered, That no excess in any 
of the respective Appropriations aforegoing 
shall be allowed by the Auditor of Accounts, 
or paid by the Treasurer of the City and 
County, unless authorised by an Order of the 
City Council. 

The aggregate Amount of Appropriations in- 
cluded in the foregoing Order, is 

Bed 


aes 
4 
hema - 


346,125 00 
26,000 00 


2,000 00 


13,675 00 


21,000 00 
7,000 00 


6,000 00 


31,500 00 
75,000 00 


15,000 00 
5,000 CO 


11,700 00 


$560,000 00 


“” 
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Hstimate of Ways and Means to meet the Expendi- 


tures of the City of Boston and the 


‘County of 


Suffolk, for the current financial year, which com- 
menced on the first day of May, 1837, and will 
close on the thirtieth day of April, 1838. 


Probable income from the City Rents 

Interest on Bonds and Notes held by the City, 
and on deposites in Bank 

From the Commonwealth, for support of State 
Paupers 

From the Health Department, including Quar- 
antine fees, Funeral fees, and sales of House 
Offal, and Street Dirt 


From Certificates of Marriage, recording Mort- 


gages of personal property, Licences for Pub- 
lic Exhibitions, &c. 

From Assessments for Common Sewers 

From the County of Suffolk ; including County 
Rents, civil and criminal costs, fines, fees, jury 
verdicts, licenses to retailers, &c. 

From the Commonwealth for Militia services 

Outstanding Taxes, small debts, &c. 


Making the estimated income of the City and 
County, independent of Taxes 
Amount of Tax assessed, for the 


present financial year 460,000 00 
From which deduct for probable 
abatements 9,000 00 


Leaving the net Income from the Tax of the 
" year 


And making the total of Revenue, calculated 
upon for the financial year 1837-38 


34,000 00 
10,000 00 
14,000 00 


5,000 00 


1,500 00 
15,000 00 


22,000 00 
3,000 00 
500 00 


oe tee 


105,000 00 


455,000 00 


$560,000 00 


ee ee a ee 
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REAL AND PERSONAL PROPERTY 
Of the City of Boston and County of Suffolk. 


The Common. 

Fort Hill—and sundry lots of land adjoining. 

Land on various streets, formerly the Mill Pond. 

Upland and Flats at the bottom of the Common, including the 
purchase from the former occupants of the Ropewalk Lands. 

Lands on each side of the Neck ; comprising about seven 
millions of square feet of Land, exclusive of Streets and 
Public Squares. 

Two Malls on the Neck. 

A lot of Land on Pleasant street, occupied by the State fora 
Laboratory. 

A lot of Land on the south side of the street leading from 
Washington stre& to South Boston Bridge, 

Land and Building on School street, formerly occupied as an 
Engine House. 

Engine Houses, and the Land on which they stand, in Salem, 
Mason, Leverett and East Streets, Dock square, Pember- 
ton Hill, at South Boston, and at East Boston. 

Hook, Ladder, and Hose House, on Franklin street, ten a 
lot of Land adjoining, on Theatre alley. 

House and Land on Friend and Market streets, for Engine 
House and Fire Hook and Ladder Company. 

Four Burial Grounds in the City. 

One do. on the Neck. 

One do. South Boston. 

Two Tombs in Copp’s Hill Burial Ground. 

Tomb in the South Burial Ground, with four apartments, for 
the interment of children. 

Infant’s Tomb, in North Burial Ground. 

One Tomb in the Granary Burial Ground. 

Forty-six Tombs in the South Burial Ground. 

One Tomb in the Chapel Burial Ground. 

One new Tomb in the Central Burial Ground. 

Faneuil Hall, with the stores under, and the Land contiguous 
to, the same. 

The New Market House, east of Faneuil Hall. 

The City Wharf, east of Faneuil Hall Market, leased at 
$10,000 per annum. 

9 
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Two Wharves on Lynn street, purchased five years since, at 
$49,000. One leased at $2,750 per annum—the other oc- 
cupied by the City, for landing Paving Stones, Gravel, &c. 

The City Hall. 

County Court House and Land, in School street. 

Court House and Prisons, in Leverett street. 

New Court House, and Land connected therewith, near 
Court street ; a portion of the building i is leased to the Unit- 
ed States, at $3,000 per annum. 

The Columbian Hall Estate, near the New Court House. 

House of Industry, House of Reformation, House of Cor- 
rection, two Houses for Colored Poor, School House, 
Slaughter House, and other Out-buildings, and sixty-one 
acres of Land at South Boston ; together with the Stock on 
hand, the Furniture, the Farming Utensils, and various are 
ticles appertaining to the establishment. 

Deer Island, and the Buildings thereon. . 

Hospital on ’ Rainsford Island, built in 1819, and a Cottage 
for the Resident Physician, built in 1829. 

Two Hay Scales and three City Pounds. 

Ward Room and Cellar, in Ward No. 3, and about 1600 teet 
of land contiguous thereto. 

Stables on the Mill Pond. 

Eliot School House in North Bennet street. 


Wells ‘do. in Blossom street. 
Mayhew do. in Hawkins street. 
Latin do. in School street. 
Adams do. in Mason street. 
Hancock do. in Hanover street. 
Bowdoin do, in Derne street. 
Boylston do. Fort Hill. 

Hawes do. at South Boston: 
Franklin do. in Washington Street. 


English High School House, in Pinckney street. 

Winthrop School House, on East street. 

Johnson School House, on Tremont street, with about 12,000 
feet of Land under and adjoining. 

Old Franklin School House, now occupied as a Ward Room, 
Watch House, and Primary School House. 

Smith School House, i in Belknap street, including the Gram- 

_ mar and Writing Departments, and two Primary Schools, 
for colored children. 

A Building at East Boston, in which the Lyman School is 
kept—the land not owned by the City. 

School House on the Western Avenue, occupied by a Prima- 
ry School, 
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Primary School House on Purchase Place. 

Primary School House and Land, iu Tileston street. 

Primary School House and Land, in N. Margin street. 

Primary School House and Land, in Castle street. 

Primary School House and Land, in South street court. 

Primary School House and Land, in South Margin street. 

Primary School House and Land, in Dedham street. 

Primary School House, on the Neck Lands. 

Primary School House, on Northampton Street. 

Primary School House, at South Boston. 

Twenty-three Fire Engines, and one at the House of Industry. 

Hose carriages, about ten thousand feet of leading Hose, 
three hundred and ten pairs of Buckets, six hundred feet of 
Suction Hose, Hose Screws, Hooks, Ladders, Caps, Trum- 
pets, Badges, and various other implements, appertaining 
to the Fire Department. 

The new Boat Quarantine, with her three sma!l Boats, and 
other appurtenances, in the Quarantine service. 

Forty-nine Horses, with Wagons, a Chaise, Carts, Harnesses, 
&c., in the service of the City. 

Three Carriages, for the transportation of Paupers, Convicts, 
and Persons sick of the Small Pox. 

Five Funeral Cars, with Harnesses complete. 

Various public Wells and Pumps. 

About fifty-four thousand feet of Common Sewers, laid by the 
City within the last fourteen years, and now under the con- 
‘trol of the City Government. 

Forty-six Reservoirs constructed by the City, within the last 
nine years. 

Fourteen hundred and seventeen Lamps, and various denon 
for the use of Gas in lighting the Binebts. 

Market Scales, Weights, &c. 


BONDS AND NOTES HELD BY THE CITY. 


Bonds and Notes received on account of sales 


of Neck Lands 153,260 43 
Various other Bonds and Notes in the hands of 
the City Treasurer 468 716 


Bonds and Notes transferred to the City Treas- 
ury, by the Committee on the extension of 
Faneuil Hall Market ;—amount remaining 
unpaid 12,000 00 


Amount carried forward, 165,729 19 
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Amount brought forward, 165,729 19 


Bond received for sale of Land in Federal Street ~ 4,638 12 
Bond received for sale of land in May and 


Grove Streets 2,217 60 
Notes received for sales of Lands on Ann, Clin- 

ton, and Fulton streets 3,299 90 
Notes received on account of sale of Land on 

the Mill Pond 11,107 86 
Notes received for sales of Lands and Flats, 

near South Boston Bridge 1,163 48 


Note received in part payment for a House on 
Fort Hill, heretofore occupied by the City, as 


a Cholera Hospital 1,440 00 
Bond received for sale of land in Milk street, 

upon which the Engine House used to stand 1,867 05 
Bond received for sale of a lot of land on Eliot 

street 1,503 25 


Making the whole amount of Notes and Bonds 
held by the City, May Ist, 1837 $192,966 45 


a 


STATEMENT OF THE FRANKLIN FUND. 


Estimated amount of the Franklin Fund, as 


stated in the last Annual Report 22,443 30 
Amount of increase, during the year, four and a 
half per cent. 1,009 95 


Present value of the Fund $23,453 25 


FRANKLIN FUND FOR THE PURCHASE OF 
MEDALS FOR THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 


One Certificate of City Stock, at 6 per cent. in- 
terest, payable in three years $1,000 00 
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Donation of Mrs. Joanna Brooker and others, to the Selectmen 
of the Town of Boston, for the time being—the Interest of 
which is to be disposed of for the relief of Poor Widows and 
Sick People, at their discretion. 


One Note and Mortgage 1,166 66 
One Note and Mortgage 1,503 39 
12 Shares in the United States Bank 1,300 00 

$3,970 05 


The interest on the above has been paid in equal proportions to 
the Aldermen, and by them distributed, agreeably to the Wills of 
the Donors. 


Donation of Abiel Smith, Esq.; to the Selectmen of the Town of. 
Boston, for the time being—the Income of which 1s to be ap- 
propriated to the support of a School for the Instruction of 
People of Color, in said Town, in Reading, Writing, and 
Arithmetic. 


20 Shares in the Newburyport Turnpike Road. 
20 do. inthe Second New Hampshire Turnpike Road. 
5 do, inthe Rhode Island Bridge Company. 
1 do. inthe Boston Theatre. 
1 do. inthe Boston Bath House. 
1 Certificate of City Stock for $4,000—on interest, at 6 per 
cent, payable in three years. 
5 Shares in Suffolk Bank. 


Legacy of Rufus Webb, Esq. :—the interest of which is to be 

apphed to the purchase of Books, for the, use of Indigent 

Scholars, belonging to the Writing Department of the Frank- 
lin School. 


1 Certificate of City 5 per cent Stock, payable in twenty 
years 1,000 00 


Donation of a number of Cizens, for the purpose of constituting 
a Fund, the Income of which is to be applied to the payment of 
Prizes to the most deserving Scholars in the Latin School. 


1 Certificate of City 5 per cent. Stock, payable in twenty 
years 1,050 00 
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How pleasant is this occasion,—how rich with 
glad hopes and auspicious omens, the scene around 
us. In the revolving year, another of our national 
jubilees has returned, and the citizens of our commu- 
nity, amidst much to dishearten and depress them, 
yet unfettered by prejudice, untrammeled by party, 
free in nature’s holiest freedom, have gathered around 
this sacred altar. ‘The prayer of thanksgiving, as is 
meet first of all, has ascended to God, and music has 
chanted our hymn of praise. The fathers of New 
England are not yet forgotten. Prosperity has not 
dazzled, nor adversity clouded the vision of the sons; 
but here on the shores, which the patriots first trod, 
amidst the wonderful growth, of which they laid the 
foundation, on the anniversary of the day which 
crowned their labors of patriotism and _ self-sacrifice, 
have come up the children, with grateful homage and 
filial recollection, to give them the assurance, that 
they are still their children. And they welcome that 
assurance. ‘Though their visible forms have departed 
from the earth, their spirits yet linger over their be- 
loved land. Yes, fellow citizens, the eye of sense 
sees not all, who are gathered within these walls. 
To the vision of a patriotic faith, this assembly swells 
into a vaster multitude. ‘Those honored fathers, the 
noble army of the martyrs, the great and good of 
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other days, the sages and heroes, Washington and 
Warren,—Hancock and Adams,—Otis and Quincy, 
all, all are here, are this moment with us. They 
partake in this occasion, they hear us, they speak to 
us, their presence more hallows this hallowed spot. 
Nor this only; but wherever throughout our broad 
Jand,—than which they knew no narrower limits for 
their sympathies and their home,—wherever through- 
out our whole country, the grateful children are as- 
sembled, there mingle the spirits of our common 
fathers, honoring as they are honored, and blessing as 
they are blessed. 

It is meet, then, that this day should be consecra- 
ted. lLetit be ever consecrated. It is that on which — 
the present seems willing to pause for a moment, in 
its hurrying career, to commune with the past, ere it 
changes into the future. Reality, stern, noisy reality 
is for once awed to silence, that anticipation may 
listen to the instructive notes, which memory strikes 
from her golden harp. On this day, the distant are 
brought near,—the absent return,—the living and the 
dead meet. The living and the dead, how imposing 
the spectacle,—how salutary for us the interview. I 
call up no other thought, to give interest to this hour. 
In the august presence of those, who stood hand in 
hand and ‘“ shoulder to shoulder,” smiling at danger, 
and unawed at death, that freedom might be the in- 
heritauce of every son of America, how poor are the 
badges of party strife,—how trifling the distinctions, 
which divide our race. How solemnly, yet beauti- 
fully do the departed teach us, that devotion to our 
country is better than selfishness, and that patriotism 
is a part of religion. We catch their inspiration, for 
we have souls, and cannot but catch it, and we feel, 
that it is good for us to be here. Our hearts expand, 


5 


—the fetters of prejudice and bigotry snap asunder. 
We are not the rich and the poor, the high and the 
low; we are not partizans,—we are not enemies. 
We are men and countrymen. We have a common 
lineage, a common country, a common hope. ‘The 
blended and blessed influences of all time, the past, 
the present, and the future, are upon us. Self is for- 
gotten ; and as they whom we alike honor, lived for 
their country and for us, we resolve that we will live 
for our country and posterity. By all that is beauti- 
ful in memory, then, by all that is valuable in the 
present, and momentous in the future, let this day 
never be forgotten. 

It has been said, | know,—the winds have whis- 
pered, as they passed, but whispered only, for they 
dared not utter it aloud,—that it was time, that the 
observance of this occasion was done away, that its 
theme was trite, and that a half a century was long 
enough for the work of commemoration. But is it 
so, with the Christian Sabbath? ‘That has been cel- 
ebrated more than fifty times in a year, for more than 
eighteen hundred years, and shall it, for that reason, 
now be laid aside? ‘This is our nation’s sabbath, sa- 
cred to an event, which Christianity herself acknowl- 
edges, as amongst her kindred and friends. A half a 
century long enough for the work of commemoration ? 
But is that period long enough for the enjoyment of 
that, which this day commemorates? Will he, who 
would abolish the observance of this festival, consent 
to part with that, which gives the festival its life and 
spirit? Let him who cannot hear the Declaration of 
his independence, aye, his own independence, read, 
or commented on, as often at least, as the anniversary 
of that day returns, when it was proclaimed by those, 
who pledged ‘their lives, their fortunes, and their 
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sacred honor,”’ in its maintenance and defence,—let 
him tear the parchment, and fling it to the winds. 
Such an act can be no sacrilege to him. And when 
hereafter his children shall turn to him the inquiring 
gaze of youth, and ask the meaning of yonder pyra- 
mid of granite, let him look them in the face if he can. 

But, no, fellow citizens, I will not believe that I 
address a solitary individual, who would pass by un- 
noticed his country’s anniversary. Let the celebra- 
tion of this day cease, and, be assured, that it will 
not be only, that the Fourth day of July has fallen 
into the current of unmarked time. It will be an 
indication that the spirit of liberty is dying out; and 
that our country itself is descending into that most 
mournful of all sepulchres, where moulder the remains 
of fallen republics. In the spirit of the elder Adams, 
then, if I could but reach to it, | would repeat, let 
this day be hallowed. Wherever we are, at the fire- 
side, or in the assembly,—at home or abroad,—on 
the ocean or the land, let this day be hallowed. Be 
it hallowed, so long as a drop of the blood of the 
pilgrims runs in our veins. Be it hallowed, while 
freedom is more than a forgotten word, for 


** While stands the Coliseum, Rome shall stand, 
When falls the Coliseum, Rome shall fall, 
And when Rome falls, the world.”’ 


This day, as I have said, is sacred to the past, and 
I should be false to my trust, if I failed, in the outset, 
to call up its record. The past, our past history, 
what a crowded canvass, what a noble picture. | 
shall not of course, presume to enter into details here. 
It cannot be necessary in an assembly of those, whose 
homes are on the very spot, where so many of its 
most interesting scenes were enacted. If there be 
one individual, who is yet to learn the history of his 
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country’s origin, and of that independence which was 
achieved in his behalf, let him bless his stars, that he 
lives in a land Of primary schools, and let his first 
act be, to gain admittance there. ‘lo them I must 
refer him, for time would fail me, even for an out- 
line. And, the story of the events, which this day 
commemorates, cannot be told with any truth, or to 
any effect, without the details. The gathering of the 
exiles, for the last time, upon the shores of their na- 
tive and still beloved lJand,—the embarking,—the 
passage,—the landing,—the settlement,—the colonial 
dependence,—the provincial struggles,—the oppres- 
sion on one side, the mild remonstrance, on the other, 
—that remonstrance deepening into defiance, as that 
oppression rose into tyranny,—discontent becoming 
hate,—the first dawning of the idea of independence, 
—the whispering of it to each other,—the firm re- 
solve that it should be theirs,—the declaration and 
the blow, these are the events, that crowd our past, 
as the stars the firmament. And what justice can be 
done them, or any one of them even, within the 
limits of this occasion! He who would paint them, 
must make a distinct picture of each ; nay, into each 
separate picture, he must introduce a multitude of in- 
cidents, not only to heighten the interest, but as ab- 
solutely indispensable to a correct representation. | 
must stop with the bare enumeration of the topics, 
and trust to the associations which surround, to ex- 
pand and impress them. 

Nor for an adequate description of the founders 
and defenders of the infant republic, does this occa- 
sion give scope. Who, as he contemplates them in 
comparison with the men of his own day, does not 
feel as if they were a distinct race of beings, and al- 
most ask, with the childish wonder, with which he 
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first read of the long lives of the patriarchs, if it be 
really true, that such men once trod upon the same 
earth with himself? ‘To be understood, they must 
be studied. If we would really know these illus- 
trious personages, we must take them by that hand, 
which toil had made vigorous ;—we must look into 
their stern, but honest countenances ;—we must ob- 
serve the dignity on their brow, the puritanic, if you 
please, but the real sanctity of their mein, and the 
unflinching integrity of their hearts. We must con- 
verse with them, and listen to their deep-felt, but 
well-weighed sentiments. We must meet them in 
the council, where feeling, as it should be, was the ser- 
vant of reason,—where judgment overawed passion, 
—where forbearance and courage were in beautiful 
harmony,—where selfishness shrunk away from the 
presence of self-devotion, and where an austere, per- 
haps, but a genuine christianity presided in majesty 
over the whole. We must go out with them into the 
public walk, in their intercourse with their fellows, 
where republicanism was not rudeness, nor courtesy 
deemed cringing,—where they honored the honora- 
ble, though they feared none. And, above all, in 
one lovelier interview still, we must sit with them at 
their homes, amid their wives and children, around 
the domestic hearth, that blessed spot, at which, next 
to God’s own altar, the holiest fires of patriotism and 
public virtue are lighted. We must be thus familiar 
with our fathers, if we would really know them. 
And it is the very charm of their characters, that 
they not only bear, but demand, the most intimate 
acquaintance. I am sure, therefore, that I can do 
them no justice here. 

The same remark may emphatically be made of 
the war of the revolution. In its result, it is true, it 
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has no parallel. But in its progress, it has been ex- 
ceeded by many, in striking features. The cam- 
paigns of Buonaparte, considered merely as military 
displays, have an unsurpassed brilliancy. The bold 
conceptions, the rapid execution, action and victory 
simultaneous almost with thought, appear miraculous. 
We are astonished, confounded. ‘The best descrip- 
tion of them, therefore, is a sketch. Their interest 
consists in the appearance, the outside. ‘To exam- 
ine them minutely, would be to go behind the scenes 
of a pageant. 

But of the war of our revolution, the very reverse 
of all this, is true. You cannot despatch that, with 
a stereotyped account of the nodding of plumes, the 
flourish of trumpets, the roar of artillery, “the flight, 
the pursuit and the victory.” Its interest consists 
not in the display, but the means. Its characteristic 
was prudent conduct, rather than brilliant achieve- 
ment. It was marked more by what was borne, than 
what was acted. He, therefore, who would under- 
stand its real merits, must be familiar with its inmost 
springs: and to do justice to the men, whose names 
are identified with it, we must witness the trials they 
suffered, the obstacles they surmounted, the faith that 
never faltered, the hope that never sunk, and the for- 
titude, that knew not despair. Let him, who would 
thoroughly understand the war of the revolution, read 
the letters of Washington, which have recently been 
published. ‘They alone constitute the best history of 
it, that can be written. And the immortal leader,— 
how does he shine in yet brighter lustre, as he is 
viewed by the light, which his private and official 
correspondence throws upon his character. It is 
easy enough to speak in loose generalities, and to say 


that he was a distinguished general, and that he con- 
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ducted the war which he led, to a successful result. 
But the same may be said of a multitude of others. 
We can see how far he transcends the common herd 
of military heroes, only when we test him by the 
fiery ordeal of an undisguised exhibition of his daily 
acts and thoughts. Thus only can we appreciate his 
true characteristics,—a spotless purity of motive,—a 
judgment that bordered on the miraculous,—a forti- 
tude, that a succession, and, at times, an accumula- 
tion of all the obstacles, which could thwart his plans, 
was not able to subdue,—and crowning all, that 
wondrous self control which deaf to the voice of per- 
sonal ambition, and to the loud and often complain- 
ing, but always mistaken call from without, that he 
would hazard all upon some bold stroke, enabled him 
to stand, upon a calm survey of his resources, firm to 
the only true policy, and to persevere in that unob- 
trusive, but wise course of defence, by which and 
which alone, this country was saved. Need I say, 
then, that the closet is the place, for communion with 
the Father of his Country ? 

But though thus compelled to forbear from the de- 
tails, we may yet gather up the spirit of the past. 
And may I venture an attempt to catch a few glimp- 
ses of this spirit, in connection with a topic, which 
cannot be inappropriate to this occasion,—the duties 
and dangers of freemen? 

And, first of all, it may be asked, who are freemen ? 
What is this liberty, of which we hear so much? 
Is it merely the absence of restraint ? if so, then is 
the savage our superior, and the lion indeed the lord 
of creation. Is it opposed to government? then its 
interest must be promoted by the overthrow of gov- 
ernment. But it is no such answer, which comes 
from the graves of the settlers of New England. It 
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was neither to free themselves from restraint, nor to 
subvert government, that the pilgrims came. The 
liberty which they worshipped, was not exemption 
from control,—for that is lawlessness, the freedom of 
the highwayman and the pirate,—but it was deliver- 
ance from external force, and the substitution in its 
place, of the principle of self government. It is the 
substitution of this principle of self government, in 
the place of outward force, that is the true character- 
istic, and only support of rational liberty. Release 
from the bondage of a foreign power merely, is not 
freedom, but anarchy, if no controling principle is 
substituted in its place. It is only when the principle 
of self control is seated upon the throne, from which 
the despot has been hurled, that true liberty can be 
said to exist. Indeed, there is no such thing in the 
plan of the universe, as the absence of government. 
Wherever there is a soul, from the highest archangel 
to the humblest mortal, there is intended to be gov- 
ernment, restraint. And the real distinction between 
slavery and freedom, is not that the one is subject to 
government, and the other not,—but that the one is 
awed and controled by a force, external to itself, 
whilst the other is awed and controled indeed, but 
only by an mward sense and principle of duty. And, 
therefore the question with our fathers was not, 
whether they should be governed, but how they 
should be governed. ‘They may not, in the outset, 
have fully comprehended this great idea of self gov- 
ernment. But truth never flashes into brightness at 
once. It breaks like the morning, first the faint 
streak, then the purpled horizon, abu then the sun’s 
broad disk. And so it was with the genuine liberty, 
founded upon the basis of self government, which it 
was the final object of our ancestors to establish here. 
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Clouds may have obscured its perilous dawn; but it 
rose at last, never, we trust, to set on earth. 
And this principle of self government, whose ex- 
istence and action are indispensable to the life of true 
liberty, is not a matter of state, or of prerogative or 
succession, in one ruler or many, but is the inborn 
principle of each individual. In this consists its chief 
distinction and importance, as the foundation of a 
free community, that it is laid in the heart of every 
human being. Despotism has its single throne, in 
its solitary palace, apart from its subjects; but the 
principle of self government on which liberty rests, 
has its home in the bosom of every citizen. ‘That 
only is genuine freedom, which results from the oper- 
ation of a controling principle of duty, in every man’s 
own breast ; and it is their tendency to develop this, 
which gives their chief interest and value, to all the 
achievements of our past, from the embarking at Ley- 
den, to the adoption of the Constitution. I am aware, 
that the actual existence of this real liberty, requires 
what has not yet been, and perhaps never may be 
seen on the earth, the perfect operation of this indi- 
vidual self government. It is sadly true, that this 
has been but imperfectly developed, and therefore it 
is, that the sun of freedom lingers so far to the east- 
ward of the meridian. But still I believe, that it is 
the only foundation, on which a free government can 
stand. I think the fact can be read, even in the im- 
perfect characters, in which it is written upon human 
things. But I see it clearer, as I am permitted to 
look upwards. Perfect liberty is as yet only with the 
sons of God; and if we are asked for the model of.a 
perfect kingdom, we must point, with reverence in- 
deed, but with confidence, to those shining realms, 
where all unhallowed passions are hushed,—where 
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purity has mounted to perfection, and where self con- 
trol has vanquished every foe. 

Perfect liberty, then, implies not the absence, but 
the perfection of government,—not the removal of 
restraint, but the substitution of individual self con- 
trol for external force. A. freeman, accordingly, is 
not he, who acknowledges no controling power, but 
he, in whom the principle within is so perfect in its 
operation, that he needs not another’s arm, or a flam- 
ing sword to maintain his fidelity to every form of 
duty. And he is the freest, who so completely gov- 
erns himself, that he least requires the power of magis- 
trates or human laws. 

Our first great duty, then is with the very princi- 
ple of freedom,—that we view it aright, as the ab- 
sence of external restraint most surely, but only upon 
the eternal condition that its place is supplied by 
that within each individual, which equally controls, 
whilst at the same time, it ennobles him. And the 
greatest danger which besets our liberty, is from the 
neglect of this individual self government, on which 
it depends. ‘There is comparatively little fear, that 
we fall again under a despotism, excepting that most 
galling one, which, from the absolute necessity of 
some government, must certainly follow the abandon- 
ment of the only principle upon which a free one 
rests. A foreign despot is not the only, nor the chief 
foe, that freedom has to dread. Let one of these 
attempt to put but the weight of a finger upon her 
sacred temple, and [ doubt not, that the sword of 
every American would leap from its scabbard, and 
either preserve that shrine inviolate, or build around 
ita rampart of the dead. But there may be another 
enemy within the very sanctuary. For what is des- 
potism? Itis the sacrifice of liberty, to what the 
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despot calls order. But there is another spirit, not 
known indeed, by the same name, that would sacri- 
fice order, to what it calls liberty. The processes of 
the two are reverse, but their end is the same. ‘The 
order of the first, is slavery outright; the liberty of 
the last, 1s anarchy at first, whose immediate successor 
is slavery too. It is of the latter spirit, which, 
jealous enough of the external force, yet forgets or 
abandons the individual restraint, that we have most 
need to beware. 

We extend our fortifications, and enlarge our navy, 
and it is well. But how is it with the real citadels 
of that which we would defend, the principles and 
hearts of each citizen? <A love of order,—a respect 
for right,—honesty, political, as well as private,— 
contentment with the inevitable inequalities of tem- 
poral condition, which Providence has ordained,— 
an honest endeavor to improve our situation, but 
coupled always with the feeling, that as republican 
citizens, We are measured, not by its elevation, but 
by the fidelity with which we fill it, whatever it be,— 
a regard for the law, which considers the necessity 
for a military police, whether permanent or temporary, 
as the next dreadful thing to the invasion of a foreign 
foe,—an enlarged patriotism,—individual self control, 
—these are the cheap, yet priceless defences of our 
nation’s freedom, and without which, forts and armies 
and navies are idler than the winds. But are these 
the things, which mark our times? Is the internal 
fortress of freedom, which each citizen has in charge, 
guarded as it should be Is there no crimson upon 
our cheek, as we commune with the past, in the so- 
lemnities of thisday ? It was the possession of these 
only supports of freedom, and the wonderful develop- 
ment of the principle of individual self government, 
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which sustained our fathers, in their heroic enterprise, 
bound them to it, and to each other, when there was no 
other earthly government, which they acknowledged, 
and enabled them to stand forth to posterity, in the 
noble attitude of genuine freemen. ‘This is the key 
to their whole history. In simplicity, in purity, in a 
sense of individual responsibility, they planted the 
tree of liberty. ‘The thin soil of the rocky moun- 
tains was its only nurture, but behold its majesty. 
We may have transplanted it to the deep soil, which 
prosperity has enriched, but where is its vigor? Its 
sap may be more abundant, but where is its purity P 
It may be more comely to the eye, but how wrestles 
it with the storm 

It was upon the basis of this liberty, thus founded 
upon individual fidelity, that, when the conflict was 
over, our republican government was established. Its 
founders, as wise in the council, as they had been 
valiant in the field, though they acknowledged and 
obeyed the true principle of freedom, were aware that 
the time had not come, when it was to be trusted 
alone,—that there would yet be employment for ma- 
gistrates and laws,—and that accordingly, an outward 
government was still indispensable. But what kind 
of government’? ‘Their answer was ready,—a gov- 
ernment, that recognizing and based upon the true 
notion of liberty, as resting, in fact, upon the princi- 
ple of individual obligation, should, in its form and 
operation, tend to the development and perfection of 
this principle, whilst at the same time, it possessed an 
external power sufficient, in all cases, to supply its 
want or perversion ;—or, in briefer language, a gov- 
ernment, that should give every citizen an opportunity 
of being a good one, from his own true idea of free- 
dom, if he would, but compel him to be one, if he 
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would not. ‘This is the theory of our government ; 
and in this provision for the development of the indi- 
vidual self government, on which liberty rests, consists 
the distinction between a republican government, and 
a despotic one. ‘lhe mere outward object of both, 
is the same, to govern the people, and to preserve 
order. ‘The difference is in the means, and in the 
consequent effect upon individual character. And 
this is a mighty difference. I seek no other consid- 
eration, to give unspeakable value to our republican 
institutions, than this their characteristic,—their basis 
upon, and tendency to develop, the true foundation 
of rational freedom. Submission to external, visible 
force, on which the despot relies, is in its nature 
degrading ; but obedience to the inward, unseen 
monitor, to which a free government appeals, is always 
exalting. Despotism is a self-perpetuating curse. 
In all its forms, it makes and keeps its subjects fit 
only for its iron rod. But the government that is 
based upon the self government of each citizen, has 
an upward tendency ; and if they who live under it, 
will but give it free play, and not cramp or pervert it, 
it will carry them up with it. 

We have great duties, then, towards the free insti- 
tutions of government, which have been here estab- 
lished. ‘The labor of creation, indeed, is not ours. 
That has been nobly done by those, who have re- 
ceived from their country, the last offermg she could 
make them, a peaceful resting place in her bosom. 
But no, not the last; for to preserve what they es- 
tablished, is the truest honor that can be paid them, 
and this work is for us. ‘The solemnity of this trust 
is impressed upon us, by a thousand considerations. 
I can glance at but one, which seems to me the 
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If a free government cannot be sustained here, it 
can be no where, for there is no longer an unknown 
continent to be discovered, on which another experi- 
ment can be made. How great is the necessity of a 
new country, to the establishment of a genuine re- 
public, and especially of that, which, by being the 
first, is to be the model for imitation, a moment’s re- 
flection upon history, will convince us. It was not 
on these shores, that the first blow for liberty was 
struck. ‘The whole history of man, is that of strug- 
gles for freedom. But these had always before been 
made, in the ancient seats of despotism. Liberty 
was an outcast, skulking in caverns. Her opposers 
had all the advantage of long continued possession. 
They had arguments, whose foundation was in the glo- 
rious history, and cherished associations of those, to 
whom, and even against whom, they were urged. ‘They 
had weapons for the warfare, whose edge the blood of 
subjugated nations had whetted, and whose hilts the 
hands of a victorious and revered ancestry had made 
sacred. And the result was natural. Amid old asso- 
ciations and fastened habits, there was no soil for the 
growth of that individual self government, on which 
liberty rests, and therefore it withered in an hour. 

How striking an illustration of the truth of this, is 
the history of France. She began the work of build- 
ing a republic upon the ruins of a despotism. Before 
her was our struggle, which she had helped to make 
successful. ‘The patriots of our revolution were inti- 
mate with her leaders, and, endeavored to pay back 
in counsel and encouragement, the debt of gratitude 
we owed her. With every advantage, as it seemed, 
she determined, that the establishment of a republic 
in the old world, cost what it might, should no longer 
be deemed impossible. And what was the sequel ? 
She was years pulling down the old fabric, shedding 
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blood, cutting throats, and decking the city with hu- 
man heads, and lo, the republic rising from the ruins, 
But the spirit of liberty was not in the enterprise. 
There was no Plymouth on her shores, and no pil- 
grims in her councils. ‘The wise republicans which 
her soil produced, were an infuriated mob,—republi- 
can, so far as to cast off the old government, and 
wise, as they thought, so far as to reject any other. 
The existence of her republic is measured by days. 
A master despot touched but with his finger, the 
right chord, and the boasted republicans, covered with 
the blood, which they had shed for liberty, became 
his slaves. 

Here, then, if any where, where freedom has her 
home, where patriotism is on her side,—on the virgin 
soil of the continent, which was reserved by Provi- 
dence, till ‘‘ the fulness of time,’ and discovered at 
last, for the very purpose of the experiment,—here, 
if any where, can a free government live. If it fails 
here, it fails forever. I throw out of sight, therefore, 
all selfish considerations, as motives for fidelity to 
that which has been bequeathed us. I say not a 
word of our own happiness and honor, if we are true, 
—or of our misery and deep degradation, if we are 
false. I would rest, this day, upon the single, yet 
absorbing thought, that the destiny of freedom, in all 
times and places, is entrusted to us. I would write 
it, if I could, in letters of startling light, that if a free 
government fails here, it fails forever. Hearken, 
sons of the pilgrims, hearken to the voice, which 
comes not from your posterity only, but from your 
race, imploring vou to be faithful. 

The solemn duty of preserving our free institutions 
is, then, on us. And what inquiry can be more in- 
teresting, than how we shall discharge it? ‘The 
general answer is obvious from what has been said, 
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and may be expressed in few words,—by never los- 
ing sight of, but constantly and in all relations, acting 
upon and strengthening, that principle of individual 
self government, which being the basis of freedom, is 
thereby the very corner stone of a true republic. ‘To 
follow out this inquiry, as its importance deserves, 
and to the various forms, in which a government, 
thus based upon individual responsibility, yet pro- 
vided with an external power, to remedy its neglect, 
is affected by individual action, and by the exercise 
of that power, is more suitable for a treatise, than an 
address. From the very idea of a republic, which 
has been suggested, the particular political duties of 
its citizens are as various as their positions. But the 
grand principle, which lies at the bottom of all, ex- 
plains all, brings order out of chaos, sheds light over 
darkness, smooths inequalities, reconciles apparent 
inconsistencies, and raises each citizen to the only 
real level, is that of the personal responsibility, inde- 
pendent of all rank, station, or condition, on which 
the government relies. ‘The most general divisions 
into which we are separated, are sufficient to illus- 


trate this, and they are all that can properly be refer- 
red to on this occasion. 


We are divided in name, into rulers and ruled, the 
majority and minority ; and fierce warfare is waged, 
to the detriment of freedom. But how would its vio- 
lence be turned into manly and healthful rivalry, if 
the true principle of liberty animated each division, 
and the real nature of a republic were never over- 
looked. The strife for power, for influence, for con- 
trol, that absorbing strife, to which all things “ in 
heaven above, and the earth beneath, and the waters 
under the earth,” are made to minister, how changed 
would be its aspect, if that in which the true value 
of the prize consists, were rightly comprehended, and 
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even the very language that is used were Fein 
understood. 

We hear much in this connexion, of every man 
being a part of the government, of equal importance, 
and entitled to rule. And this is a noble truth, a re- 
publican sentiment ; but not in the sense, in which it 
is often uttered. very citizen of a republic is, m- 
deed, a part of the government, and is every moment, 
affecting its administration, giving it a character, 
strengthening or undermining it ; not, however, in the 
selfish and grovelling sense, that he may be a candi- 
date for office, and divide the spoils, nor yet only in 
the higher sense, that by his vote, he can influence 
the elections of others. ‘There is a nearer contact. 
of each citizen with his country. By his individual 
character,—by his fidelity to the principle within 
himself, on which that country depends, he touches 
it in a vital part. It is a wrong idea for a republican, 
for it is a relic of despotism, that they only are the 
rulers, who sit in the seats of magistrates and legis- 
lators; and it is a poor and dangerous pride for a re- 
public, the pride of outward office. ‘They who are 
entrusted with the external power of government, 
hold, indeed, an important post, and one full of re- 
sponsibilities: but, after all, that power is but a sub- 
ordinate one in dignity, being only the substitute in 
need, for that far loftier instrument of self govern- 
ment, which each citizen wields. In this is the full © 
meaning of the sentiment, that a free government 
opens its bosom to every citizen and class,—not that 
it assigns the same outward station to all, but that it 
acknowledges fidelity to the principle on which it is 
based, as equally important in the humblest and most 
favored. If we mean that ours shall be a true repub- 
lic, let it never be supposed, that magistrates and the 
gifted, are the only ones who act upon the govern- 
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ment. Let not the poorest, the humblest, the most 
unlettered individual here, despise himself or be de- 
spised, as thereby a useless citizen. Nor let him, on 
his part, make the sad mistake, that he has no influ- 
ence upon his country, unless he holds a commission, 
or can command an election. By being a citizen of 
a republic, he is also an officer, charged with a most 
important trust, the government of himself ; and here- 
in is the great level on which all meet. By fidelity 
to this, he is serving his country, in a far higher 
sphere, than all visible makers and administrators of 
laws. ‘They, as such, have charge of the out works 
only,—he is a keeper of the citadel of freedom. The 
magistrate’s work, is to punish her foes,—the high 
trust of a faithful citizen, is to exterminate them. 
And party spirit, that minister of evil, which counts 
nations amongst its victims, what a deathblow would 
be given to its fatal influence, if the individual prin- 
ciple on which freedom depends, were appreciated 
as it deserves. ‘There must be parties, | know. So 
long as an outward power of government is required, | 
there will be honest differences of opinion as to its 
administration. But if the true subordination of the 
outward to the inward seat of power, were felt,—if 
republicanism were oftener a reality, than merely a 
cloak for the spirit of despotism,—if a good citizen 
were esteemed, as he is, higher than the highest mere 
magistrate,—our ship would move onward through 
the waves, wafted by favoring gales, instead of floun- 
dering amidst eternal hurricanes, like a shattered 
wreck. Let there be found in the republic, a true 
republican party, and though there might at times, be 
clouds in her horizon, they would be only those break- 
ening and softened ones, on which the rainbow sleeps, 
bright harbinger of a purer air and a cloudless sky. 
But it is not to the private citizen only, that the 
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spirit of the past this day addresses itself. They who 
are called to the duties of external office have, in the 
view which has been suggested of the government 
they administer, peculiar obligations. Who is a re- 
publican magistrate?) He who seeing that the gov- 
ernment is based upon individual self government, and 
seeks to develop it,—and that the office which he 
holds, and the laws he administers, were created, 
never to destroy, but only, in emergencies, to supply 
the want of that individual principle, exercises his 
power solely to that end. He feels that he is a 
watchman, rather than a soldier,—set aloft to oversee 
the operation of self government, and never to put 
forth his own arm, but where that principle fails. He 
grasps at no power, and interferes with no interests, 
that have not been entrusted to him, for that would 
be to mar the very plan of the republic. He holds 
out to the citizens no inducements, either by rewards 
or threats, to swerve from the great principle of in- 
dividual freedom and independence, for that would 
be to make them in reality slaves. He feels that 
office is an honor surely, but a trust, and not a pos- 
session, and so to be used, that no false notions of its 
importance and end shall be encouraged. His public 
career is marked by that order, contentment and 
peace, which must always attend the faithful admin- 
istration of the freest government. Private example 
seconds public conduct. The great cause of freedom 
is advanced by his influence ; and when he retires 
from duty, or sinks into the grave, the tears and bless- 
ings of a grateful people attend him, as those of chil- 
dren a departing parent. ‘That there have been such 
magistrates, the same bright record of the past attests. 
Let us pray that benignant nature may not break the 
mould, in which she made them. 

But I am occupying more time, than is my privilege 
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on this occasion. Let the importance of the theme 
be my excuse. ‘There are many imperfections in the 
operation of our government, as we all know, yet 
reform is a familiar word. Let the reform of gov- 
ernment, be a real act. Does this seem a mighty 
thing, intangible, beyond reach? Let not republicans 
be deceived by words. What is our country, but the 
ageregate of its citizens? What is the character of 
a republican government, but the result of the com- 
bined characters of those who live under it? Itis a 
great error, and not a speculative one merely, but a 
great practical error, this personification of govern- 
ment, state, as something distinct from an assemblage 
of individuals. It has led to vast consequences of 
misery and crime. It has induced the belief, that 
public men are not bound by the morality, which is 
obligatory upon them, as individuals, and has thus 
poisoned the very fountains of right and justice. 
Reasons of state have countenanced, what humanity 
revolted at; and under the notion, that a minister 
Was not a man, religion and virtue have been stabbed 
by their loudest professors. Let not this monstrous 
error be transplanted to these shores. Reformers of 
the government, aye revolutionists, all should be, for 
that is the lesson of history and the order of nature ; 
but only in the right way, by laboring at the individ- 
ual foundations, on which government stands. ‘The 
great motto of a republic should be—Every ruler is 
a citizen, and every citizen aruler. Here again, let 
us not be deceived by words. He is not the greatest 
reformer, by any means, who makes the most and the 
longest speeches,—is oftenest absent from his business 
and home, or is loudest and noisiest in the public 
assembly ; but he, in every class, who acts upon the 
good old republican maxim, that “ he who ruleth his 
own spirit, is better than he that taketh a city.” 
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The call of the past is to every individual ; and 
it says, in thrilling accents to each,—‘ remember: the 
Republic,—honor the Republic,—perpetuate the Re- 
public.’ In her behalf the highest and humblest may 
unite. ‘There are bright geniuses, intellectual giants 
in the land, and I invoke them to the cause. Let 
them scorn, as they ought, the strife and dust of the 
gladiator’s arena, and not ‘give up to party, what 
was meant for mankind.” By so doing they will 
fulfil their destiny, and be saving, instead of deceptive 
lights, on the watch-towers of the country. If my 
feeble voice can but awaken one of our distinguished 
minds, to speak and act above party, and to the es- 
tablishment in every individual, of the true principles. 
and habits upon which alone our government can 
stand,—it will have accomplished much. To this 
end, that the distinguished may aid the cause, as well 
as to the cause itself, | speak ; for so long as genius 
is selfish, and talent time-serving, the course of our 
country must be downward. 

But this is not all our trust. As I stand im this 
sacred place, I cannot but remember and be impressed, 
that there is a God of nations. Genuine liberty, as 
it is founded upon individual self government, is but 
a part of Christianity, and, therefore, its cause is his 
cause. I cannot but feel, with gladdening confidence, 
that he who originated, will uphold ;—and that the 
same Providence, that was so manifestly with the 
fathers, in acquiring, will continue with the children, 
in preserving, the union and blessings of our common 
country. Let us, fellow citizens, but do our duty, 
our whole duty of individual and united action and 
forbearance, and be assured, that he will still com- 
mand his sun of harmony and peace, to shine upon, 
illumine and bless our land. 
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